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1920; . - 1926 

In recen t years the t o u r i s t t r ade has reached cons iderab le proiportions 
i n Canada, having become an impor tan t . source of revenue i n ' c e r t a i n s ec t i ons of the 
count ry , and a f a c t o r t h a t m a t e r i a l l y a f f e c t s t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l - t r a d e b a l a n c e . I t 
r e p r e s e n t s the economic d i s p o s i t i o n of a ' n a t i o n a l a s se t i n which Canada i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
r i c h , namely, i t s p i c tu resque scenery, i t s i n v i g o r a t i n g c l ima t e , i t s o p p o r t u n i t i e s for 
hun t ing , f i s h i n g and boa t ing , as w e l l a s ' f o r winter spo r t s - for the e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
which a cons ide rab le c a p i t a l expendi tu re .has been made on h o t e l accomodation, improved 
highwa^'-s and o the r a t t r a c t i o n s . The expendi ture of t r a v e l l e r s coming to Canada from 
o the r c o u n t r i e s "on b u s i n e s s i s of s i m i l a r - s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

I t . i s impossible to ob t a in a d i r e c t record of expendi tures of t h i s k ind , 
Moreover, even a rough es t imate of the t o t a l i s extremely d i f f i c u l t to make, v i s i t o r s 
to Canada:being of a l l c l a s s e s , engaging- i n widely d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i t i e s or forms of 
r e c r e a t i o i i , remain ing . for varying p e r i o d s , wi th expendi tures undoubtedly ranging from 
very small; to very l a r g e amounts. 

Various methods have been adopted by the Dominion Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s 
for ob ta in ing a genera l idea of the amount and value of t h i s t r a d e , assembling the 
f i g u r e s der ived by each, and i n th is :way a r r i v i n g a t a sum t o t a l . By these va r ious 
methods of. c a l c u l a t i o n and e s t ima t ion , , t he^ 'de ta i l s of which a re expla ined f u r t h e r 'on i n 
t h i s r e p o r t , the value of the t o u r i s t ' t r a d e from o ther coun t r i e s ; to •Canada i n the yea r s 
1920 to 1926 is . roughly i n d i c a t e d as,;follows:-.-

1920 - $83,73^.000 
1921 - . :S6,39^,000 
1922 - '91,686,000 
1923 - 130,977,000 
192^ - 148,9^2,000 
1925 - 173,:2,S9.000 
1926 - 190,^63,000 

Methods of Estimation for Different Types 

•• of Tourist Traffic 

The foreign tourist trade of Canada may be divided into three classes: 
(a) Tourists entering Canada via oc'eani ports, a record of the number of^saloon and 
steerage:-arrivals-ibeing kept by the Department of Immigration and Colonization; (b) 
Tourists entering Canada from the United States in automobiles,, a record of the number 
of automobiles entering Canada for tourist purposes being kept by the Department of 
National Revenue; and (c) Tourists entering Canada from the United States by rail or 
steamer, of which no record is kept. In Table I. herewith the estimated expenditure by 
each of these classes is shown," the following- being the-methods of estimation employed 
in each case: 
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(.a) 'Tourists via Ocean Port^.- It is estimated that in I926 tourists who 
entered Canada by ocean ports'spent dui'-ing their stay. $.5,36̂ ,2.00. The statistics of. 
'the-Department of I'miTiigration and'Golonization'with regard to the number of arrivals _..., 
for the years 19.20-192b. were used'as a; basis •for the-estimate, appearing under this •*" '. 
•haading; With- regard to the a,mount spent.-by'' each tP'o.rist: the United States Departmen.-fc 
of Comi'nerce, in making an estirakte of the eicpendi-ture-of for.eign ^o-urists in the Un.ited . 
States in I925 places the total at $100 millions, including $27,000,000 estimated to 
Have been spent .by.UOO,000 Canadians. This would leave $73,000,000 as the expenditure 
of some,136,110 non-immigrant aliens, exclusive'of Canadians, entering the United States 
•in 1925 -.an average .of ,'$537. Sir George Paish,- in I9IO, a.pplied.a figure, of $1,000 ... 
for tourists via ocean ports to'-the-United States,- but Prof. .Jacob Viner, in. his work,, 
on the Balance, of Canadian international Indebtedness,. I9OO-I91U, uses the-figure of','.' 
$300 for.steerage passengers, although endorsing-Paish's.figure of $1,000 for saloon' ' 
passengers. .The average for steerage passengers has b.een'se-t in the present calculation 
for Canada at $U00, and,at $600 for saloon passengers. This produces a general average. 
for all tourists, steerage and saloon, somewhat lower than the official United States ' 
figure, and ,this would appear reasonable.' 

l\Fo attempt has been made to subdivide the expenditures of. tourists via' 
ocean ports, by provinces, but the totals are shown in Table I.: It will be- seen that 
the -years I92O and I92I are the high ones, -reflecting post-war conditions. Thp fluct
uations in these figures' from year to year are due to the number of- touxists .only, 
the same- average e:cpenditure being applied throughout. 

(b) Tourists entering Canada from the United States in Automobiles:- The 
most important factor in the recent to-urist trade of Canada is the automobile traffic 
between Canada and the United States.' It is diffic\LLt to estimate. Tourists from the 
United States visit in Canadian homes,-'stop in-tourist camps and stay at summer resorts 
and.hotels, spending money in'varying amounts.-Again, at certain points, like IJiagara. 
Falls, Ont., largenumbers of cars cross and re-cross- the. international bridges, ma.ny 
of them remaining but a few hburs, spending little or nothing in Canada,- having obtained 
their gasoline and other supplies before crossing the line. It is estimated that 
tourists of this.class in I926 spent $105,771,000 in Canada. - ' 

The Department of National Revenue has recorded the' number :of ;autp-
mobilcs entered from the United States for tourist purposes since I919, though for the 
initial years I919 .to 1922, the figures are- not considered.authoritative., • The entries 
are divided under:-(a) Cars admitted for a period not exceeding twenty-four hours; 
(b).Car.s, admitted for one month, and (c) •Ca;rs'adjnitted for a period exceeding one month 
and not more .than six months.' .The s'tatis-tics as to the,..ritmibers of cars ...admitted for 
a period not exceeding twenty-foiir hours arc-of doubtful, value as a-basis for .making.. 
anesti-mate of the expendi ture'-of tourists in Canada-for loss than one d£).y, in'view 
of the conditions surro-unding the-recording of these permits at theport of entry.. ' 
For example, the Department of'National" Revenue' stated in-.1925; tha-t_ the,por-t of S-f. 
Stephen, U.B..., which showed an exceptiPnally'large number-of.-entries for. one-day, for, 
152^.and 1925."is in a rather unusual position.so far.as. keeping a record of automobile 
traffic is concerned, for'the reason -that • there are at least two bridges connecting, 
that'town with the town of Calais, Me„ A'^very large number of automobiles cross from 
Calais to St. Stephen by one'-bridge'and return by the: other, -repeating-this, in'a great 
many cases, many time's in one day," The-Department goes- on. to. s.ta.'te -that it is v.ery 
difficult for the Collector to keep a record under these circumstances without counting 
the..-same .car in his statistics from two to perhaps ten. or- more times in.-the one day. 



An effort-', "however; is being inade'" to hi-y'6-.th."e' §ta,tir>tics ropre'3e"n.'r''a''r'e'Cord oi the 
actual tour.is:t traffic at the ,f.-rontier7j)or-tS; and-the'statistics for 1926 are consid
ered to -he on-a better be-sis-fro.rr. this ,standpoint than those for 1925- In the pre'seht 
estimate "therefore "the-figures, for' cars entering New Brtuiswick for a period not .ex-' 
ceeding-twentyrfo-cr hours have been'.'adjilsted in 192'-I---and I925. to compare.with the 
1926 data.'. . . . . : . . . - ":..,, 

Various., opinions-have'bee'ri expressed-'as-to the ..av-erage-amount expended 
by these classes, of tourists.- In vi'ew" of this diversity, the Bureau-of Stati'stics 
circularized many of the. best-known, authorities, incliiding-secretaries of board's of -
trade, -automobile and. tourist associati'ons,'immigration agents,.'.;United States 
consular-agents in .Canada, and c;istoms Officials at border ports, asking for their 
estimate -of the average or,.typical, total expenditure in. Gana.da made per,.automobile of 
the three types recorded by the' Department of National Revenue, as a-bove describe'd. 
A large number of replies were received from, every province, a.nd some valuable in
formation and sidelights on the point obtained. : A--tytiicaJ comment pertinent to the 
difference.-'of opinion with regard to.twenty-four hour permits is as follows: 

"Automobile tourists, coming in'here do-'not'̂  spend-'.the amount of 
money which people imagine they^ dc .-. , S'eventy-f ive per cent-of'the 

• automobile to-u-rists s'tay with friends or else campoutJ'-

Doubtlê s,,,th;ere;.are. border point?j. .where on holidays and Sundays many cross the line 
to travel' a few miles',, pic^iicking-'on-the-Canadian.,.s,ide.but 3pendin-g...little, 

''I'ftien the estimates above .'mentioned were-examined, considerable disparity 
was found between those sent, in from different localities. They were therefore com
piled -by 'provinces, and an average or median^struck for each province, which was 
applied to the number of autoraobiies entered according to the re-turns of .the'Depart-' 
ment of Nationd-Revenue, The -t'otals are shown in Table I.. . '" 

A steady increase ih' expenditure by tourists from the United States in 
automobiles is -sho\Yn-i as is to be expected with -the increa-sing use of the automobile. 
The-statistics, f01; 1-920 and I92I are'not sufficiently ̂ reliable to. be published by 
provinces, biit the. totals, in rouiid n-umbers are included merely as an indication of 
the g...n.eral-trend,, and should be, used with caution. . 

'•With regard to the statistics for the. Province .of Quebec,, the'"Quebec ' 
Tourist Association.'does not.issue a total figure'nor make an estimate of the prob
able' duration., of stay in Canada of cars entered on permits--of one month or six 
months, 'The rate of expenditure applied by the'Bureau in the-present estimate is. 
higher than that of- the Association for twenty--four hour .permits, but is. in', 
substantial agreement for-'cars , entered for a month and"'six: months-, if an avera,ge ̂  
stay of nine and forty-four days respectively are allowed. The-Roads Department of 
the Province of. Ojuebee in-their annual report for I926 quote .-"a conservative'estimate" 
which-"sets -at $45, 000,000-the sum spent'by American-motori^jts, alone in"l925. This 
sum must haverisen, to fii-ty m.illions in 1926,-and nothing--prevents.it from.rising 
still'more."--' The'''presei.it- estimate'therefPre' is somewhat higher than that of .'the 
Tourist-'As'so'Ciation, ,b\-it lower th?.n that'of the'RoadS-Department. 

'The estimate for Ontario is greator"than that of the Ontario Tourist' ' 
Association, which -sots the total tourist expenditure in Ontario at $Uo millions in 
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1925, 'whilst the B-areau credits motorists-.'from the -United States with that- amount. It 
is lower, .howe.ver, than- several-other-:recent .fis'tima-tes.̂  

The figures for the Maritime Provinces have been grouped together in the 
estimate for automobile tourist expenditures. Many tourists to Nova Scotia enter 
Canada in Nev;? Brunswick, and the sit-uation at-.'the. borci.e.r- ports-has already been men
tioned. 

-The figures-for-the 'Western Praviijces are based-on estimates received-.from 
these provinces, though the estimate-for British GQl-umbia is,.less 'than those of the 
local tourist associations. Probably, however, a larger proportion'of British Columbia 
tourist trade is via rail and steamer from-the United States, for which-no separation 
by provinces has been attempted, ' 

(c) -Tourists entering Canada from -the United States -by Rail- and Steamer.r ' 
There are no direct.-records of the ,number of .-tourists,"en'tering Canada'from the United 
States,in this -manner.-, -The figures .-of immigration from the.-United States do not 
afford a basis in the,,̂ a,bsence of-comprehensive'data regarding non-immigrants. 
Similarly,. although the total.num'bers of..]. ass'engers carried on Canadian railways is 
known bjs-months, and these show marked.'seasonal variations, the foreign tourist, 
element-cannot be, computed^ 

In an attempt to measure the -value of the tourist trade to Canada by rail, 
the-principal railways-with connecting lines in Canada and.the-United States were 
circularized, and-statisticsy.obtained-as to-the number of passengers travelling fro.m 
Canadian to,United. Sta'tes :pGints,.and.-:fvom United States to Canadian,points, -for • 
the year 1926.;: For 11925 insufficien'y'. replies wer.e.,'.receiv.ed upQn..'«'hich. to base an 
estimate. For .I926,, .the statistics -.furnished by the railways... sho.wed a total of 2,--, 
302,000 passengers,-ticketed from United-States to Canadian point's, including in this 
total also some passengers ticketed from United States' to United States points 
through Canada, Some means of estimating what proportion .of thig passenger traffic .. 
should be considered as tourists from the United States to Canada, and what proport
ion.tourists .from Canada-to the United States, had :tp.;b,e, found.- It is natural to 
suppose- that in view ,of the greater pop-ulation of..-.the United States and its ,density .-
along the bgrder, ...the: tourist trade to Canada,-w-.ould be heavier, .and the statistics-of 
automobile-tourists,would seem.to.bear this.,out..-. In 1926, the statistics .of the '. 
Departraient. of IJational Reveniie • show, that'2,076,,255 .cars-,-were entered, at; Canadian ports. ' 
from the:United,States,; but only 346,387.-were entered .at,.United Stat.es ports from 
Canada. Probably more people proportionately to the total tourists from the United 
States would travel-:in automobiles,, -than-from,Canada, for there were 12 persons to 
every passenger automobile registered-'in"Ca,nada in I925 and only 5,7 persons in the 
United States. Making a calcula'tion on the basis of these assumptions, it will be 
found that the ratio of Canadian tcarists ty .rail or steamer, to those of the United 
States is 1 to 2,8. 

Applying this ratio to the nTimfjer of passengers ticketed .from United States 
to Canadian points in I926, namely, 2,302',000, it is estimated that,'the number of . 
passengers to Canada from the United States,in I926 was 1,696,000, and the number-of 
passengers to the United States, 606,000. .From the former must be deducted the number 
of immigrants, namely, 18,038, leaving the estimated number of tourists from the 
United States to Canada by rail at 1,678,000-c 
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For the returns received from railway companies for both I925 and I926', 'only-
6U.5 per cent of the number of passengers carried in I926 were carried in I925. On 
this basis, 64.5 per cent of the I926 number, or 1,093,920 tourists entered Canada in 
1925 from'the United States. 

it should be remembered that the above figures do not include tourists 
entering Canada by steamer, and also that some in transit traffic through Canada..is 
included. There are no means of estimating what these amounts are, and the situation is 
further complicated by the fact that some round-trip tickets, allowing for stop-overs 
in Canada, may be included in the in transit traffic. 

The above figures relate only to numbers of tourists but they should be 
compared with current estimates of expenditures. "The Tourist Association of Ontario 
has estimated the total tourist trade by rail, and steamer as sixty per cent of that 
of the similar trade by automobile. This works-out at a considerably higher, figure than 
is estimated by the United States De-oartment of Commerce for the same type of trade 
to Canada. On the other hand, in provinces like British Columbia and Nova Scotia, ' 
automobile, trade-is-less important proportionately to total touriE,t trade than in 
Ontario and Q^ebec. The Chairman of the Vancouver Publicity Bureau, for example, in 
discussing the tourist trade of British Columbia in 1923 expressed the view-thct auto
mobile traffic was then only twenty-five per cent of the total tourist trade in that 
Province, and this situation no doubt obtained throughout Western Canada. It may also 
be assumed that visitors by rail and steamer spend more in the whole per capita than 
do the visitors by automobile. By assuming in the present estimate that the expendit
ure of tourists from the United States to Canada by rail and steamer, is seventy-fiVe 
per cent that of tourists in automobiles, the estimated expenditure in I926 was $79,-
657,000. Comparing this with the estimate of 1,678,000 tourists arrived at from,the 
returns from the railway companies, this would show an average expenditure by each 
tourist of"$U7. The General Passenger Agent of one of the large railway companies 
estimates that the average stay of each rail tourist in Canada is five days, which 
would appear reasonable. 

Statistics are not available to enable us to make the same comparison for ' 
previous years back to I92O, and the increased use of the automobile in .the United 
States since I92O has made it unsafe to apply the same proportion throughout. In the 
present, estimate therefore,- an adjustment has been made in the percentage used accord
ing to the population per motor vehicle in the United States in each year. The popu
lation per motor vehicle and the percentage applied in each year are as follows: 

Year 

1920 
1921-

1923 
I92U 

1925 
1926 

Population .per 
Vehicle in U. 

• 1 1 . 5 
11 
9 . 

' 7.^ 
7 
5.7 
5.3. 

• Motor : 
S . A . , '-• 

'Percentage 

. 163 
156 
127 
105 
99 
• 8 1 

75, 



Some eJlowance ,shouJ.d also bo hi.ido f or ' the diffei'once in. price levels between 
1920 and 1926, and on examination of the ii.'.tlcic num.bor of reta.il prices, it was thought 
advisable to adc' twenty-five per cent to ihb I92O figures and ten per cent to the I92I 
total expenditures» ..Most of thv:i caicula-tioris in the present esti-mate arc based din 
'1925 and 1926 statistics, and if 1925 I'otail r)riccs are considered as 100, 1920 and 
1921 arc 125 and 110, respectively.-•.. 

E:<T3enditure of To\irists in .Hotels.- As a further' check, an endeavour. was 
made to collect information direct from the hotels in Canadfi as to the amount of money 
left with them for room, board, and'other hotel axcomodation, as one of the important 
items of tourist expenditure. Directories of liOtels in Canada were obtained, and 
every hotel on the list circularized, A i epresentativc rcplj^ was received, including 
returns from all sizes of hctels.''' The proportion of roomg in the hotels from .which 
returns were received was compared with the proportion of rooms in the hotels .-circular
ized, by provinces, and an Gstima.ted expendit-ui'c calculated as shovm in the- following -
table: 

Expendit-ores of •'iioarists from Other Countries in 
_"_ Canadian .Hotels. iq2U and 1925. . 

'I92U 1925 
. . / • $ • • , ^ $ 

Western Provinces. t^,fe>03,36l' J,288,073 
Ontario 10,467,889 11,001,282 
Quebec- 7,757.53o 8,503,785 
Maritime .Provinces. J , 09R.'^50 - 1.199.721 , 

Totals . 2^/^24,136' 2kT992,86a,. 

- -Expenditures of Canadian Toiirists in Other Countries 

•̂ ITiile the toui'ist trade in Canada is of great importance, it must.bo viewed 
also in relation to the' expenditure by Canadian tourists in other countrieSi; 
particularly in any estimate of the effect of the to-urist trade on the tradp,- bala-ncc . 
of Canada. In Table,II accordingly an estimate has been prepared on a similar basi-? 
to that for the tourist trade in Canada: Here also there arc no stctistics .'bearing' 
directly on the subject. 

Canadian tpurists have been separated into three cla,sses; (a); Canadian 
tourists leaving 'iy ocean ports, (b) Canadian tourists to the United States'in -autp-
mobiics, and (c)--Cariadian tourists to the United States by rail or steamer'. 

For th,e first of these classes, the records of the Department'of;'Immigration 
and Colonization of,'the number of "Returning Canadians" via ocean ports, for the yba.rs. 
1920 to 1926,' have been used as a basis. These records she?/ saloon and. steerage 
pa^ssengcrs separately, a-nd in'the present estimate a,n's.vcrage expenditure'.of,.$1,000 . 
for each saloon pasisenger, and $U00 for each steerage passenger have beeniapplied ito 
these numbers. The amount-for saloon.passengers is the same as used by Professor iViher 
in his calculation :for I9OC-I91U-, and $2'0C less than; the figure.xised by the United 
States for the .'expenditure of their tourists abroad. This ,seems reasonable, owing 
to the greater number of wealthy J\mericahs.: who visit Europe-. For steerage -passengers 
Viner's estimate of $300 has be';vn:,i.nc.f eased to "$U00, in v'lew of-the higher Prices! 
since 19l4, and in; accordance: wi..t];i the estiraatS of oxj),enditur-'e by foreign tourists in 
Canada, 
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Yifith regard to motor tourists from Canada to the United States, the Department 
of National Revenue has recorded since 1922 the total number of cars exported annually 
for tourist purposes, but there is no subdivision as to the length of time for which 
they are touring. An estimated expenditure of $120 per car has been applied to these 
numbers, and this would appear to be confirmed by the estimate of the United States 
Department of Commerce, in 1925> which amounts to $27,000,000 as compared with $26,-
769,000 in the present estimate. This U. S. estimate is on a basis of 400,000 Canad
ian visitors, but in I925 the number of cars exported from Canada for touring pur-ooses 
was 223,077 which at the low average of 2 person per car would exceed the U. S. 
estimate. The above estimate of $120 per car is therefore conservative. 

For the years I92O and I92I there are no statistics of the numbers of cars 
escorted for touring purposes, so no attempt has been made to estimate the tourist 
trade to the United States during these j'-ears. 

For tourists to the United States by rail and steamer there are no sts.tistics 
bearing directly on the point. From the statistics abtained from railway companies 
above quoted, with regard to passengers ticketed from Canada to the United States, a 
total of 606,000 was obtained for I926 and 390,870 for 1925; this does not include 
in transit traffic, as the figures for passengers ticketed from the United States to 
Canada did. By applying seventy-five per cent to the estimate for expenditures by 
motor tourists in the United States in I926, a total of $31,17^,500, is arrived at, 
which works out at approximately $51 per rail tourist. This is higher than the 
similar figure for the tourist from the United States to Canada, but is thought 
reasonable in view of the numbers of Canadians who go south for the winter months. 
For these reasons the same procedure has been followed for Canadian tourists to the 
United States by rail and steamer as for United States tourists to Canada. The per
centage applied has been 75 w&ighted according to the population per motor vehicle 
in Canada in eadh year. No adjustment for prices fluctuations vîas necessary, as no 
estimate has been made for the years I92O and I92I when the large differences occurred. 

The totals for the years 1922 to I926 of expenditures of Canadian tourists 
in other countries, as compared with the expenditures of tourists from other countries 
in Canada are.-as follows: 

Expendit-ures of Expend?:tures of Excess of Expenditures 
'Year Canadian Tourists Tourists from Other of Tourists from Other 

-in Other Countries Countries in Canada Countries over Canadians 
^ $ . ^ 

1922 46,040,000 91,686,000 45,646,000 
. 192^ 50,735,000 130,977,000 80,24-2,000 
1924 58,884,000 148,942,000 90,058,000 
1925 67,395,000 173,289,000 , 105,894,000 
1926 90,043,000 190,463,000 • 100,420,000 

It will be noticed 'that whilst there has been a steady incrca.se in the amount 
spent by tourists from other countries in Canada, there has also been an increase in 
the amount spent by Canadians in other countries. The 'favourable' balance accruing 
to Canada from tourist trade, however, has continued to increase until I926, which 
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showed a slight decrease from the I925 figure. The statistics nevertheless demonstrate 
how valuable an asset to Canada is her tourist attraction. It consitutes an 'invisible' 
expSrt which is surpassed in value only bji wheat among the seventy leading commodities 
exported from Canada in the fiscal year I926-27, and if the 'invisible' import of 
e'Xjjendit'ures of Canadian tourists in other co-untries is deducted, the balance repre-
,s;ents an item exceeded in value only by the exports of wheat and newsprint paper. 
The >increase of this asset still further depends not only on additional numbers of 
tourists from other countries, but also on the extent to which Canadians "see Canada 
first" when they decide to travel. 

The Bureau of Statistics is issuing the present estimate in view of 
the many conflicting reports which are being circulated. Though many of the details 
of the calculation are estimates, it is believed that the data are as reliable as can 
bo secured with the information now available. It is hoped moreover to improve the 
so\irces upon which' the estimate |s based as opportunity affords. 

'Pttawa, 9 August, I927. 
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