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Tourist travel has become a great and vaiique indrs^-^. Perhaps no single 
phenomenon better reflects the new and higher standard of i .. -ng in the tweiitieth century 
than the extent to which people now enjoy the educational and recreational va..ues of 
travel. 

Canada offers to the visiting tourist a wealth of attractions possessed hy few 
countries. There is the scenic beauty of the Maritimes, the old-world chaiK of ̂-iuebec, 
the world-famed Niagara and the grandeur of the mighty Rockies, to mention .-. .ly a few, 
while in all the provinces, countless lakes, rivers and forests provide unrivalled 
facilities for-fishing, hunting and both summer and winter sports. Great modem cities 
compete in appeal with regions of ahnost primeval wilderness; from roadside crjirp to 
palatial hotel, the tourist may take his choice. 

The ama«ing increase in Canada's tourist trade during the past decade is due, 
for the most part, to the development of the automobile. Thus, while tourists come from 
abroad in considerable numbers and railways and steamships add their quotas(forms of 
travel capable of more intensive development as w-J tness the increase in ocean travel by 
the third class route in recent years), it is the automobile traffic which has over-
shadowed all other foms. The proximity of the thickly populated United S'bates with one 
automobile to every 5 persons as compared with one to .'.O in Canada, the ear.e of comimin-
ication and the close interlocking of business interests between the two countries result 
in a travel over the border greater than that between any other two countries in the 
world. 

The tourist trade, which represents the economic disposition of oi.r scenic 
wealth, our natural faci'xities for sport and our enjoyable and healthful climate, has 
become one of Canada's major industries. Of our exportable comit;odities, only wheat 
and paper rank with it in importance and wheat, which until 1930 stood first, was, in 
1931 less than half the value of the tourist trade. Thus the "invisible" export 
represented by the tourist trade is a favourable balance which helps to maintain health 
in our outside financial relations. Had it not been for this export, the fcveî .i 
exchange value of the Canadian dollar would, undouotedly, have fallen to m:r\ lower 
levels in 193I. While down considerably from the high level of 1929, the toiu-ist trade 
has been relatively less affected than most industries by the prevailing economic 
depression. 

In estimating the net advantages of the tourist .trade to Canada t.iere is a 
considerable counter account. Canadian tourists to overseas countries are almost three 
times as numerous as overseas tourists to Canada. A motor tour in.the United States 
is an increasingly popular fom of holiday and large numbers of comparatively wealthy 
Canadians habitually visit the United Stated,winter playgrconds in the south. In 
view of the fact that Canada's population is less than 1/12 that of the Uhited States 
and automobile, ownership much less in proportion, the number of cars sent across the 
\)order and the amount of Canadian holiday expenditure in the Uhited States constitute 

• a rather remarkable showing. 

Apart from the direct benefits of tourist expenditures, tourist travel has 
manF. important if less tangible results. Demand for Ca::adiaji products is stimulated, 
even after the tourists have returned home. The wider knowledge of Canada's g^eat BAA 
vwl6d rosdiirees mwBt inevitably reault in a greater flow of capital to such a safe and 
profitable tUlA tot lnT*»tnent a» that pr«n6>»d ̂  their d«T»\oj«i.nt, aors •JPJjij^V 
when the present temporary difficulties are surmounted and a aew tide of pro«9?erlt7 fl«W 

in. 

There are those who think the "invasion" of maJiy ciuiet parts of the country, 
regrettable Such by-products of the tourist industry as the multiplication of unsightly 
stands and signs along our highways are to be deplored^t these are evils which can 
and should be reflated. In general, however, the interchange of ideas opinions and 
customs leads to a richer intellectual and social life for all concerned and the mutual 
understanding which results from such contacts is aa invaluable source of -i. ternational 
good will. 
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EXPMDITURES OF TOURISTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES ICT CANADA 

It is impossible to obtain a direc.-t record of tourist expenditures and 
even a rou^h estimate is extremely difficult to'taake since visitors.to Canada are of 
^11 classes, engaged in different activities or forms of recreation] remaining for 
varying petiods and with expenditures ranging from very small to very considerable 
amounts. Various methods have been adopted by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics for 
obtaining a general idea of the amoTint and value of this trade. The first estimate was 
issued in I926 and showed the value of the trade from I92O to 19^6. The survey of each 
succeeding year has introduced improvements in detail and reduced possible inaccuracy, 
A detailed description of the methods of calculation and estimation adopted is 
contained in an appendix to the present report. 

The total expenditures of tourists from other countries in Canada in the 
years 192O to I931 are estimated to have been approximately as follows:-

1920 $ 83,734,000 
1921 86,39^,000 
1922 91,686,000 
1923 130.977,000 
192^ 173,002,000 
1925 193,17^,000 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 

$ 201,167^000 
232,^77JOOO 
275.230^000 

309,379.000 
279,238,000 
256,776,000 

NOTE - Figures prior to 192^ are only roughly comparable with later ones. Those for 
the years 192^-31 h&ve been prepared from more complete data and revised when necessary 
to ensure comparability. 

The foreign tourist trade of Cahada may be divided into three classes: 
(a) tourists entering Canada vid ocean ports; (b) tourists entering Canada from the 
United States by automobile; (c) tourists entering Canada from the Uiiited States by 
rail and steamer. 

Estimated Expenditures of ijourists from Other Countries in Canada. 

Via Ocean Ports: 
Saloon 
Cabin 
Third Class 

Total 

1 9 , 3 1 

3iUb5jOOO 
4^828,000 
3»785,ooo 

12,018,000 

1 9 3 0 

i 

3,892,000 
6,061,000 
3,002,000 

12,955.000 

From U. S. A. by Automo'bile; 

Motorists entering Canada by: 
Maritime Provinces. 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
British Columbia 

Total 

8^876,000 
43,781,000 
118,703,000 
1,812,000 

7i3,oOo 
840,000 

13,464,000 

188 J 129,000 

9,831,000 
46,947,000 
125,129,000 
2,305,000 
1,071,000 
1,023,600 
16,103,000 

202,409,066 

From U. S. A., by Rail 
and Steamer 

Total Expenditures 

50,629.000 

250,776,000 

63t874,000 

279,238,000 
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(a) jTouris ts v ia Ocean P o r t s . - Ocean borne t ravel to Canada was 
considerably l ess in 1931 than in 1930. '.iPassengers of the saloon c lass -numbered 
2,432, cabin class 'passengers , 4,389 andHhird c lass passengers 5,4o8 in I93I as 
compared with 2,786* 5>510 and 4,288 respectively in 1930. Applying to these, olafese.? 
the estimated ra tes of expenditure ($1,400, $1,100 and $700 respectively) the 
expend-'.tares of t ou r i s t s to Canada via ocean por ts are estimated to have been 
$12,018,000 in 193I ai compared with $12,955,000 in 1930. 

(b) Tourists from the United States by Automobile.- The automobile 
t r a f f i c between Canada and the United States i s the most significant feature of the 
toi ir ist t r ade . The overwhelming majority cf t o u r i s t s to Canada come from the United 
States and of these, motorists form, by far, the l.-rgest number. Automobiles from 
the United States entered for touring purposes, as reported by the Department 0: 
National Revenue, numbered 4,909,989 in 1931. a decline of 499,469 from the previous 
year. Cars admitted on 24-hour permits declined by 670,6O8 an-l those on 6-month 
permits, by 1,584, Cars on 60-day permits, however, increased '-y 172,723. As . this i s 
the c lass which ficcouhts for the bulk of tour i s t expend!oui-es in Canada the effect of 
the declines iil the other c lasses was,to a considerable ejitent, offset . Automobile 
en t r i e s , by provinces in 1931 are shown in the tab le belo-w. (1930 figures are in 
b racke t s ) . New Brunswick and Alberta, contrary to the general trend, regis tered 
increases. 

Foreign Automobiles Imported into Canada for Tourinr:;: Pumoses. 1931. 

Province 

Admitted 
fcr a period 
not exceeding 
24 hours 

Admitted 
for a period 
not exc3eding 
60 days 

Maritime Provinces . . 24l,076 ( 243^375) 60,b62 ( 57,876) 

Quebec, 244,770 ( 268,538) 4o0.748 ( 380,020) 

Ontario... 2,834.427 ( .3,470.589) 857.095 ( 653,667) 

Manitcba.,.;^*. .„ 30,l44( 35=o43) l4,45i ( 15,891) 

SaakatdheWah; . . . . . . . . 19,629 ( 20,577) 4,855 ( 5.73^+) 

Alberta : , 26,592 ( 24,345) ;-,362 ( '6,174) 

Br i t i sh Coluhfibla.i;.. 42,854 ( . 4 7 , 6 3 3 ) " 12'6,5S0 ( 137,728) 

feanada.-ii.... ..3.439,492 ( 4^110,100) 1,469,753 (1,297,030) 

Exceeding 
60 days 
and not 
more than 
six months 

72 

^11 

198 

13 

3 

41 

,( 

( 1, 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

70) 

,Hl2) 

^07) 

93) 

2^9) 

•: :.) 

57) 

744 (• -• -' 2, jzg) 
iV':i i i iS : ; 

The tendcrncy of the individi-ial tour i s t to spend leisi than in more 
proeperous years i s evident from the repl ies received to the tour i s t qiiestiprlnairbs 
d is t r ibuted in 1931. The average expenditiire ra tes fcr the above three classes 
adopted as a res\iLt of t h i s infoiraation; $11, $102 and $510 compares with $13*61, 
$112 and $517 in 1930 and with $15, $150 and $560 in 1929 l / . Applying these ra tes 
to the {different cl-^.sses, the resul t ing estimate for the expenditures of United 
S ta te s ' mo-is'Orists iu Canada amounted to $188,129,000 in 1933- as compared with 
$202,409,000 in I930. This represents a decline of $l4 mill ions or 7 per cent . 
Further de ta i l s are preF;en-ted in the table on page 2 . I t should be remembered, 

•however, that the provincial figures do not necessari ly represent expenditures in 
the respective provinces but only the expenditures of motorists who enter by ports 
in the province specified and who may spend part of t he i r money in other provinces 
before leaving the country. For example,many t o u r i s t s tc the Rocky Mountain d i s t r i c t 
in Alberta enter Canada via ports in the other western provinces and most t o u r i s t s 
to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island enter Canada via ports in New Brunswick. The 
Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s does not attempt to estimate the revenue from tour i s t 
expenditures accruing to the respective provinces. 

1/ For a descript ion of the methods by which these ra tes were derived see appendix. 
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The questionnaire to United States automobile t o u r i s t s asked them to . 
s t a t e the number of miles motored in Canada.. According t o the sample thus obtained, 
cars on one day permits motored,on the average 123i85 miles as compared with 109.7 
in 1930 while cars on 2-6o day permits motored 551.44 miles as compared with 468.7-5« 
Cars on six month permits motored 2,711 miles on the average in 1930. A comparable 
figure for 1931 i s not avai lable , 

(c) Tourists from the United States by Rail and Steamer;- From returns 
received from the principal railway and steamship companies with l i n e s between .Canada 
and the United States i t i s estimated that the number of incoming t o u r i s t s by r a i l 
and steamer was 1,177,429 in 1931 as compared with l ,4l9,428 in 1930. Estimating 
the average expenditure of t h i s c lass of tour i s t at $43 as c >p.v-, -d with $45 in 1 9 P , 
the t o t a l estimated expenditures of r a i l and steamer t ou r i s t s in 193I amounted to-
$50,620,000 a -^.eclinc of $13-2.45.000 from the lorevioup year . 

Expenditures of Tourists from Other Countries in 

Canadian Hotels 

In 1930 a l l the hote ls in Canada were c i rcular ized and an estimate of 
the amount of money le f t with them by t ou r i s t s from other countries was made on the 
basis of the returns received. As no s t a t i s t i c s on t h i s subject were col lected 
m 1931, the 1929 and 1930 figures, are here inser ted. I t i s impossible, of course to 
obtain s t a t i s t i c s from the many pr ivate houses providing tour i s t accommodation. These 
as well as tour i s t camps divert considerable business from the h o t e l s . 

Province Expenditures 

1929 i p O 

36,000 ^p.ooo 
924,000 864,000 
675.000 590.000 

9,209.000 8,657.000 
9.711.000 9.905,000 

563.000 473,000 
217,000 190.000 

1,499,000 1,270.000 
1.665.000 1,^37,000 

Prince Edward^ Island 
Nova Scotia 
New-Brunswick 
Q,ueb ec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
Br i t i sh Columbia 

Canada 24,499.000 23,426,000 

EXPENDITURES OF CAUADTAN TOURISTS IN OTHER COUNTRIES 

The expenditures of foreign t o u r i s t s in Canada must be viewed also 
in r e la t ion to the expenditures of Canadian t o u r i s t s in other countr ies , pa r t i cu la r ly 
in any estimate of the effect of the tour i s t t rade on th.e general balance of payments; 
An estimate of the expenditures of Canadian t o u r i s t s in other countries has been 
prepared on a similar basis to the above, 

Canadian t ou r i s t s have been divided into three c lasses : (a) Canadian 
t o u r i s t s to overseas countr ies; (b) Canadian t o u r i s t s to the United States by 
automobile; and (c) Canadian t o u r i s t s to the United States by r a i l and steamer. The 
estimated expenditures by each of these classes i s shown in the following t a b l e . 
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Estimated Expenditures of Canadian Tourists in Other Countries. 

1931 

Via Ocean Por ts : 
Saloon 
Cabin 
Third Clasa 

Total 

3.286,000 
5.597,000 

10,667,000 

$ 

19,550,000 

1930 
$ 

3,9^1.000 
8.501,000 

13,,095.000 

$ 

25.537,000 

To the United States 
by Automobile; 

Motorists leaving 
Canada by: 
Maritime Provinces 
queb ec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
Br i t i sh Columbia 

Canada 

708,000 
9,9^3,000 

17,556.000 
1,085,000 

611,000 
211,000 

10,150,000 
.40,264,000 

590,000 
11,958,000 
23,4o.S,000 
1,300,000 

840,000 
250.000 

12,240.000 
50,5a6,ooo 

To the United States 
by Rail and Steamer: 16,638,000 24,266,000 

Total Expenditures 76,452,000 1^6,359,000 

(a) Canadian Tourists via Ocean P o r t s . - Canadian tour i s t t ravel abroad 
showed a considerable fa l l ing off in 1931. Passengers of the saloon class declined 
from 3,284 in 1930 to 2,738 in 1931; cabin c lass passengers fe l l from 8,948 to 5.892 
and th i rd class passengers from 26,191 to 21,333. Applying to these c lasses the 
estimated ra tes of expenditure ($1,200, $950 and $500 respectivelyV) i t i s estimated 
that Canadian t o u r i s t s spent in overseas countries in 1931 a t o t a l of $19,550,000 as 
compared with $25,537,000 in 1930. 

Ca) Canadian Tourists to the United States by Automobile.- Canadian 
automobiles entering the United States for touring purposes in 1931 as reported by the 
Department of National Revenue, n-umbered 536,855, a decline of 5S»969 from the previcus 
year . The departures by ports in the different provinces were as follows: (1930 
figures are shown in b racke ts ) . 

Canadian Automobiles exported for Touring Purposes.1931 

(6,9^^) 
(140.684) 
(275,.385) 
( 15.299) 
( 9.875) 
( 2.939) 
^1^3.998) 
(595,124) 

. No subdivision i s made as to length of permit as in the case of 
incoming tour i s t ca r s . Applying to the above the estimated ra te of expenditure of $75 
per car, based on t he . r e su l t s of a questionnaire d is t r ibuted among Canadian automobile 
t o u r i s t s proceeding to the United States , the t o t a l expenditures of t h i s c lass of 
t ou r i s t in 1931 are estimated to have been approximately $4o.264,000, a decline of 
$lC).,-3?'g'-.000 from the preceding year, 

(c) Canadian Tourists to the United States by Rail and Steamer.- The 
estimated mmber of r a i l and steamer t o u r i s t s to the United States in 1931 '•'as 5+6,629 
as compared with 485,328 in 1930, the calculat ion being made on the basis of passengers, 
t icketed from one country to the other as reported by the pr laetpal railway and 
steamship companies with l i nes between Canada and the United S ta tes . Estimating the 
average expenditure of t h i s c lass of tOTirist at $48 as compared with $50 in 1930, the 
to t a l expenditures am.ounted.to approximately $16,638,000 in 1931, a decline of 
$7,628,000 from the previous year . 

Maritime Provinces -
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
Br i t i sh Col-umbia 

Canada 

9.^37 
132,576 
23^,077 
l4,469 

8.145 
2,819 

135,332 
536,855 

1/ For a descript ion of the method by which these rates were derived see appendix. 





- 6 -
The expenditures of t ou r i s t s from other counti'da5...t<...^;anada as comnarad--*d th 

;3xpenditures of Expenditures'of 
Tourists from Other Canadian Tourists 
Countries in Canada, in Other Coiu-itries. 

$ $ 

Excess of Expenditures 
of Foreign Tourists 
over those of Canadian 
Tourists. 

173,002,000 
193,174,000 
201,167,000 
233.477,000 
275,230^000 
309,379.000 
279,238,000 
250.776.000 

84,973.000 
86,160.000 
93^747,000 
108.750.000 
107,522.000 
121,645,000 
100,339,000 

76.452.000 

- | 

88,629,000 
107,014,000 
102,420,000 
129,727,000 
167,708,000 
1S7.7^54,000 
178,^9,000 
174,324,000 

to -^7h -p fnnn f ''''® accruing to Canada from tour i s t trade in 193I amounted 
to ^174^24 000, a decrease of approximately |U mill ions f ^ B the preceding year. 
Owing to the exchange sitUa.tion prevai l ing during the l a t t e r par t of the y tar Canada's 
S d i c ' . t : " i T ' f ' ' " : ? ' ' " ' ^'""^''^ ^"^^^^^ ^-^^^^ ^ ^ ^ '"^ ^ ^ ° - figure woSd 
indicate Bata to enable a re l i ab le estiraate of the extent of tour i s t t ravel occurring 

l a t e enough to be affected by the exchange s i tuat ion are not a t present a v J u ^ ^ l e ! ^ 

Though many of the de ta i l s of the preceding calculat ion of tour i s t exnenditures 
are estimates i t i s believed that the data are as r e l i ab le as can be secSed wUh 
f^Wr-^^f information. The bases of the estimates are being improved and the e a r l i e r 
fi,_,ures checl^ed and revised as .̂ uore couiplete data become avai lable . 

$300,000,000 

$260,000,000 

$100,000,000 

TOURISTS' EXFE!IDITURES IN CAKADA 

1920 ^ 1931 

y 
y 

y 
y 

T9SD i 21 I 2S r53 

/ 

y 
y 

. 

'24 125 »26 ' »27 '28 '29 130 «jl 
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APPENDIX 

Sources of Data and MetHjga'S of Ca lcu la t ion 
. Various methods have been adopted by the'-Dominion Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s for . 

ob ta in ing .a 'general . ' , idea of t h e amount and valine of.-the t o u r i s t t r a d e , assembling t h e 
f i g u r e s d e r i v e d by •.'.each, and i n - t h i s way . a r r i v i n g , a t a s u m ' t o t a l . To each of t h e fpttee 
c l a s s e s i n t o which t h e fo re ign t o u r i s t t r a d e .of :Canada may bje divided^ . d i f f e r en t 'rtiethods 
have been app l i ed as fol lows: 

(a) T o u r i s t s e n t e r i n g Canada v i a Ocean P o r t s : - The monthly s t a t i s t i c s of 
t h e Department of Immigration^and Co lon iza t ibn ra re ,us:ed as~the b a s i s for t h e es t imate^ • 
appear ing under t h i s head ing . Passengti-s a r e d iv ided i n t o t h r e e c l a s s e s . - s a l o o n , cab in 
and t h i r d c l a s s , t h e l a t t e r inc lud ing t o u r i s t t h i r d and s t u d e n t . 

The Bureau has p laced i t s e s t ima te of t h e average expendi tures i n Canada 
of fo re ign overseas t o u r i s t s of t h e sa lbon c l a s s , a^ $1,400, of t o u r i s t s of t h e cabin 
c l a s s a t $1,100 and df t h i r d c l a s s to-iu?iste a t ! $700. These a r e somewhat h i g h e r than, the-
average expendi ture r a t e s of Canadian tour is ts : - ; to . overseas c o u n t r i e s adopted as t h e 
r e s u l t of d i r e c t c i r c u l a r i z i n g of t h i s c l a s s cbndiicted i n 1930, The assumption of 
somewhat h i g h e r .average expendi ture r a t e s for bve^'seas t o u r i s t s t o Canada than for t h e 

•per c o n t r a c l a s s would seem j u s t i f i e d beca-dse Cinadian t o u r i s t s abroad inc lude 
cons ide rab l e numbers of B r i t i s h - b o r n . a n d fbreigi i -born on v i s i t s t o r e l a t i v e s and with 
consequent ly l e s sened expend i tu re s . 

(b) T o u r i s t s from U.S.A. 'by: Automobilei'- The ifecords of t h e Department 
o f .Na t iona l Revenue as t o autbniobiles impor t ed . in to Canada for t o u r i n g purposes were 
used as t h e b a s i s for e s t ima t ihg t h e expendi tures of t o u r i s t s in t h i s c l a s s . The c a t s 
a r e recorded i n t h r e e c l a s s e s - t hose with p e r m i t s . f o r a J je r iod not exceeding 24 hours^ 
^i-,; t hose wi th permit. ; fo r a pe r iod not exceedilig 60-day6 and those wi th pe rmi t s for a 
pe r iod exceeding 60 days but not more than 6 months . ( see page 3 ) • 

In view of t h e immense importance o f ' t h i s t r a f f i c , t h e United S t a t e s ' -
Department of Commerce and t h i s Bureau have c o l l a b o r a t e d dur ing t h e pas t few yea r s i n ah 
e f fo r t t b ob ta in reasonably exact f i gu re s of t h e sums invrolved. During t h e summer of 
1931. through t h e cour tesy of o f f i c i a l s of t h e Department of Nat ional Revenue, 7,000 
p o s t c a r d q u e s t i o n n a i r e s were d i s t r i b u t e d t o United S t a t e s ' m o t o r i s t s who had been 
t o u r i n g i n Canada. These c a r d s were mailed t o t h e United S t a t e s ' Department of Commerce 
and t h e da ta compiled as shown i n t h e fol lowing t a b l e , 

RETURNS FROM 1931 POSTCARD QUESTIONNAIRE. HAITOED TO 7,000 AMERICAU 
AUTOMOBILE DRIVERS REENTERING THE UNITED STATES IROU 

"CANADA AND AVERA&ES.-FOR PREVIOUS YEARS. 

Ntimber of r e t u r n s 

1-day permi t s 
116 r e t u r n s 

Average 
Avera-ge (1930) 

200 r e t u r n s 
Average (1929) 

l4o r e t u r n s 

Days spent 
i n Canada 

Pas senge r s . 
incluc'.' -i; 
i n f a n t s and 
d r i v e r s 

Expendi­
t u r e s 

Miles 
>rat-ored 
in 
Canada' 

116, 
1 

, 1 

1 

34s 
3.00 

3.55 

3-17 

$1,5^1 .- 1^,367 
13 ,28 123.S5 

13.61 

15-7^ 

10^.70 

l i l . 2 0 

60-da.y pe rmi t s 
F i r s t 100 r e t u r n s 
Second 100 r e t u r n s 
Third .100 r e t u r n s 
Fourth 100 r e t u r n s 
F i f th loo r e t u r n s 
Sixth loo r e t u r n s 
Lat't 21 r e t u r n s 

Totalf 621 r e t u r n s 

Average (1931) 
Average (1930.) 913 r e t u r n s 
Average (1929) 5^9 retu-.'ns 

618 
594 
388 
73^ 

564 
166 

3.655 
5.88 
5i5V 
6.08 

300 
303 
280 
3l4 
285 
302 

76 
1.860 

2i99 
3.08 
3:17 

10,529 
9 , l44 
9,057 

10,713 
10,055 
10.449 

3.294: 

57,695 
55.022 
^ , 5 2 1 
59.867 
67,301 
52.205 
15,S4S 

63;24l 3^+2,459 

101.^3 
il6;39 
l44.6o 

^ 5 1 . ^ ^ 
468.75 
487.76 

6-friOhth permi-%4»-
4 r e t u r n s 

Average, 4 reti->rns 
'• , 27 " 

( i n 1930) 
( i n 19^-:^ 

196 
49 
73 

21 
,5 .25 
2 .81 

903 10.843 
2.25.75^ 2 ; 7.11 
560.00 —; 





.-. g ... 

The average expenu'lture Of the 24-hcur cars which reported was $13o28 as compared 
with $13.61 in 1930. The cample was s:-Baller than in previous years, however, as only 
116 roturns were received, ;:;t is quite probable, considering the prevailing ec-onomic 
conditions, that many residents along the border made occasional brief visits with prac­
tically -ao expenditure' and consequently did not think.it worth while to return the 
questionnaires. Sixty-eight of the cars which obtained 60-day permits remained for one 
day only and reported expenditures averaging $11, 50 per car. In view of these facts it 
was thought best to adopt a conservative rate of $11 per car. The expendit-ures of 
tourists in this class, arc thus est-imated to have been $37,834,000 as compared with 

$55,938,000 in 1930. 

Examining the expenditures per car of the 60-d.ay permit tourists it will be noted 
that the variation for the six blocks of 100 returns each is- relatively small, the 
lowest •'uOtal being only 16 per cent belov; the highest. A medi.an set by taking the aver­
age of the third and fourth groups would be slightly hig'iier.. . ..we-v-.-, than the average 
of the 621 returns in this class„ This fact, tak^n .Ln conjunction with reasons which 
usually apply to this class of tourist t.r.ade, suggests that the basis for calculating the 
total e.xpenditures in this group might be. p̂ ssu-med as at least $102 per car. Accordingly 
the expenditures of tourists in this clâ ii are estimated 'JO have been $149,915,000 as 
compared with $145,267,000 the. previous year^ 

No sample of cars on 6-month permits was obtained. Owing to general conditions, 
a r'3duction in last year's rate to $510 was jnade. As there were only 744 cars in'this 
class the effect on total expenditures is practically ne,2;ligible. These expenditures 
are estimated to have been $380,000 as compared with $1,204,000 by 2,328 cars in, 1930. 

(c) Tourists entering Canada from the United States by Hail and Steamed;-. 
Statistics with regard to the number of passengers ticketed from the United States to 
Canadian points and vice versa in 1931 were obtained from the principal rail and steJEim-
ship companies with lines in Canada and the United States. The total number of pass-
eng:?rs ticketed from the L-uitad States to Canada includes the following classes - U. S. 
immigrants to Canada, returning Canadians, U. Ŝ  tourists to Canada and returning Canad­
ian, to-arists. The United States'' immigrants and returning Canadians are shown in the 
statistics of the Immigration Dcpartme;-ito These v;--i?rs subtracted from the total but, 
lacking direct datasa'Ti estimate had to be K.ad.e as -co what proportion of the remainder 
were Uo S. tourists to Canada a.nd v.hat proportion, Canadj«=r i-.--)nr-ist.s returning from the 
United States, ifter making allowance for the difference '••?. -r^yjlctioi: per passenger 
car in the two countries (10 in Canada, and 5''5 in the United State. > i'o was assumed that 
the total number o.f U.S. tourists to Canada would be in the <5ame proportion to the total 
n-urrib3r of Canadian touricta to the United States as the total number of tourist- cars 
en:.ering Canad^i frcm the United States (4,909,989) to the total mmiber of tourist "cars 
entering the United States from Canada (536,^55)- On this basis, the total number of 
passen^^ers ticketed from the United .states to Canadia,n points was distributed between 
Canadl.-.v.i tourists to the United States and United States' touristr to Cana.da in the same 
proportion a-3-536,855 x 10 s 4,909,989 x 5.5, the resulting est-im.pte for Canadian .. •'.-jts 
to the United States being 346,629 and for U,. S, tourists to Canada 1,177,429. 

The avera.ge expenditure rate of $45 previously used -•lâ -jd on the opinions of 
tourist authorities and one large railway com.pany) was reducec. to $43 in view of the 
prevailing economic conditions, the total expenditure of ::ail and i:teamer tourists in 
Canada in I93I bein,s thus estimated at approximately $50,'029,000., 

Canadiaj". Tourists in Other Countries 

(a) Can-adian Tourists via Ocean Port.g;- The montiily statistics of the Department 
of Im-migration and Colonization of non-iimnigrants returning via ocean ports were used as 
the basis of the estima,te„ 

The estim-ated expend!tui-s rates of $1,200 for passengers of the saloon class, 
$950 for cabin class passengers and $500 for third class passen^^ers, adopted as d • 
result of the cir-aularizi-i„g of ocean tourists in 1930, were again used. It was felt that 
the expenditures of tourists in this cr̂ -ass would not be r,-̂ -t3r:,aily lower andthe rates 
vyere sufficiently conservative to giiard e^gainct an over -os-Limate. The estimated expend­
itures of Canadian overseas touriHts on this basis amoun^.ed to $ 19,550,000 as compared 
with $2,9,537,000 in IS30. 

(b) CanadiaTL_Tour,ljt;i:vJj_^ '^^ records of the 
Department of National Revenue of the numiaer of Canadian cars exc-.-.-rted to the United 
States for touring, purposes ir. I93I were used as the basis of the estimate (see page 5). 

During the summer of I93I, through the courtesy of officials of the Department 
of National Revenue, 10,000 postcard questionnaires were handed to Canadian motorists 
proceeding to the United States, Returns were mailed to the Dominion Bureau of Stat­
istic:.-! and the data compiled a^ shown in the following- table; 

http://think.it
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RETURNS FHOI-: 1931 J.UESTIQMAIRE TO CA::IADIA2T AUTOMOBILE TOTIRTSTS 

TO THE UNITED STATES -

iTumber of 
R e t u r n s 

ITuojber 
of dajr.s 
in 

U.SjAi 

Total Nura'ber 
JTumber Expendi tures Merchandise of Miles 

of. , in Dedlkred Ivibtored 
PafsengerS ,U;S.A. 

Cars which remained in 
the United Sftates '1 day or less 

Firpt 100 returns 
Second'100 1 • 
Last 35 ' '! 

Total 235 returns 235 
Average 235 " 1 

" 359 " in 1929 i 

100 
100 
35 

371 
379 
i?5 

$ 

429 
728 
230 

in UiS.A 

31 
23 
•7 

6,893 
9;E57 

87^ 
3T7? 
?r9^ 

1.337 
5.90 
6; 79 

0,26 
;2i 

W,43g 

Cars which remained in the 
United States from S-60 days 

Fi r s t ] 
Second 
Third 
Fourth 
Last 

Total 
Average 
Average 

1929 

LOO returns 
100 " 
100 " 
100 " 

53 " 
I153 11 
• 453 " 
i 1,166 returns in 

Cars which remained in the 

United 

bu1f .,not 

Total 
Average 
Average 

Total 
Average 
Average 

1929 

States more than 60 

. more thfc-,6..months 

3 returns 
3 " 
3 " in 1929 

691 returns 
691 » 
1,530 returns in 

' 765 
788 -
746 

• 794 
:..,:. 523, 

3<6i6 
7.9s 

8.17 

days 

290 
96.7 
90.8 

4 , i4 l 
5.99 

6.76 

332 
29s 
293 
313 

..187 
i .423 
3.14 

3.50 

8 
2.7 
3.0 

, 2,306 
3.34 

. 3.6 

9,972 
7,615 
8,750 

7.643 
.. 9,353 

^3.333 
95.66 

119,64 

6; 550 
2.183 
2.151 

51,270 
74.20 

99.80 

57 
112 
485 
l4o 
3O8 

1,102 
2i43 

i i g 5 

381 
127.00 
161.60 

1.544 
2.23 

1.99 

59,448 
l l 4 ,94 l 
88,666 

116,125 
127,ISO 

506,360 
1.118 

957 

18,000 
6,000 
9,240 

5^3,782-
787 

778 

The returns were compiled in three classes according to the length of time 
spent in the United States in order that comparison with similar classes of United 
States' motorists to Canada might be made. There is no subdivision according to length 
of permit in the case of the Canadian cars,however, so that it is necessary to use a 
total average expenditure rate for all cars. This .according to the 193I returns, was 
$74.20. '',Vhile the sample was smaller than in previous years it was thought to be 
representative, for calculating the expenditures of Canadian motor tourists in the 
United States,therefore,an average rate of $75 per car was assumed to be reasonable. 
The results of the 1931 questionnaire prove that the arbitrary rate of $85 adopted for 
Canadian cars in 193O, in the absence of direct information, and based largely on the 
reported expenditures of American motorists in Canada, was fairly accurate, 

(°) Canadian Tourists to the United States by Rail and Steamer.» The mdthod 
of estimating the number of tourists in this class is described under "Tourists entering 
Canada from the United States by Rail and Steamer" (see page 8). For reasons stated 
above .the average expenditure rate of tourists in this class was reduced from $50 to 
$48. This is slightly higher than the similar figure for the tourists from the Uhited 
States but is thought reasonable in view of the numbers of Canadians who go south for 
the winter. 



STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY 
BIBLIOTHiQUE STATISTIQUE CANADA 

1010488610 


