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POLIOMYELITIS TRENDS, 1956

The incidence rate of poliomyelitis, all types, in 1956 for Canada (3.7 per 100,000 population) was the
lowest recorded since 1945, when a rate of 3.2 was shown.

The incidence of paralytic peoliomyelitis for Canada (2.3 per 100,000 population) was the lowest since
1950, when 2.1 was recorded.

In most Provinces the incidence of paralytic poliomyelitis was lower in 1956 than in 1955; only in New
Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario was it slightly higher.

The proportion of cases in the age group 20 years and .ovet was the highest on record (41.3 per cent)
for the six provinces reporting age. This proportional increase, however, was due to the lower inclidence at
younger ages rather than an actual increase in the 20 years and over group.

This bulletin is intended to present, at the beginning of the new poliomyelitis year, the 1956 figures
for reported cases of poliomyelitis against the background of data for previous years. No attempt is made

here to evaluate the expanding vaccination program and the extént to which it may have influenced the inci-
dence of the disease in 1956,
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Cases and Rates, all Types, 1931-36

Year Canadal | Nfld. |[P.EIL. | N.S. | N.B. | Que. ont. Man, | Sask. | Alta.
Number of cases
- |
) R 1,342 - 13 6| 1,07 161 15 5 23 42
1932 .. . 956 2 4 13 709 175 7 6 35 5
1933 ... 255 - 3 5 124 53 T 28 31 5
1934 ... 520 1 10 3 115 326 10 12 11 n
1935 .. - 363 1 2 3 32 108 24 21 152 20
1936 corieeereeerereens 978 — — 3 122 208 525 (ki 16 27
1937 wvorrciveneseiees 3. 905 1 43 164 1721 2,546 267 519 167
1938 ... - 577 - 5 17 54 160 160 34 104
1939 .. 359 - 20 2 59 216 26 11 24
1940 ., 192 - 2 1 64 91 18 9
1941 .. 1,881 - 19 419 43 143 969 59 166
1942 .., - 687 3 163 135 152 92 72 15 8
1943 v 327 3 18 113 81 38 a7 20
1944 oo 722 1 20 85 47 337 99 17 87
1945 ... . 384 26 7 57 184 24 20 14
1946 .. 2,527 ~80 49 94| 1,612 518 43 37 68
1947 .. 2,291 2 71 20 144 796 587 277 82
1948 1,168 1 29 10 46 372 142 84 359
1949 . 2,458 20 - 85 40 587 1,138 119 111 129
1950 wvrvermriierinsnernnes 911 3 67 17 15 77 376 22 120 138
1951 2,568 5 23 216 51 274 | 1,701 55 92 59
1952 .. 4,755 4 57 51 427 125 705 839 | 1,205 740
1953 8,878 233 11 31 a8 488 | 2,230 2,217 1,202 | 1,472
1954 ... 2.390 22 83 137 61 786 250 114 | 197 523
1955 ... - 1.021 15 11 115 35 122 169 33(. T2 215
1956 cviiniiniriiiiniennes 600 4 4 20 24 152 193 22 21 76
Rates per 100,000 population
1931 12.9 - 2.8 1.5 37.5 4.1 2.1 0.5 3.1 6.0
1932 9.1 2.2 0.8 3.1 24,2 5.0 1.0 0.6 4.7 0.7
1933 2.4 — 0.4 1.2 4.2 1.3 1.0 3.0 4.1 0.7
1934 4.8 1.1 1.9f 0.7 3.8 9.2 1.4 1.3 i.5 4.4
1935 3.4 1.1 0.4 0:7 1.0 3.0 3,4 2.3 19.9 2.7
1935 . 8.9 - — 0.7 3.9 5.8 73.8 8.3 2.1 3.6
1937 . 35.4 1.1 7.81 37.5 5.5 70.0| 37.3 56.3 21.5 3.4
5.2 - 0.9 3.8 1.7 4.4 22.2 3.7 133 5.5
3.2 - 3.6 0.4 1.8 5.8 3.6 1.2 3.1 0.1
1.7 - 0.4 0.2 2.0 2.4 2.5 1.0 0.3 0.8
16.4 — 3.3 91.8 1.4 3.8{ 132.8 8.6 20.8 7.1
5.9 3.3| 21.6|.29.1 4.5 2.4 9.9 1.8 1.0 5.4
2.8 3.3 1.5 3.9 3.3 2.1 5.3 4.4 2.5 0.9
1944 6.1 1.1 3.3| 18.4 1.3|. 8.5 13.6 2.0 12.0 .0
1945 3.2 — 4.2 1.5 1-8 4.6 3.3 2.4 1.7 .5
1946 206 85.1 8.1 19.7 4.4 12.7 6.6 4.4 8:5 .1
1947 . 18.3 2.1 11.3 4.1 3.9 19.1 79. 4 33.1 9.9 .9
1948 9.1 1-1 4.6 2.0 1.2 8.7 19.0 10.0 42.0 .8
1949 .. . 18.3 5.8 — | 13.5 7.9 15.1 26.0 15.7 13.3 14.8 .6
1950 erererirvenessrnrines 6.7 0:9 69.8 2.7 2.9 1.9 8.4 2.9 14.4 15.1 T
) 1:15) AT 18.4 1.4| 23.4| 33.8 5.9 6.8 37.0 7.1 11.1 6.3 .9
1952 - 32.9 1.1 57.0 8.7| 81.2 3.0 14.7| 105.1 | 142.9| 76.% .5
1953 . 59.9 60.8 10.9 4.7| 16.5 11.4 45.3| 286.4 | 139.6 | 145.5 .9
1954 ... 15.7 5.6 82.21 20.4| 11.3 17.9| 4.9 13.9 22,86 49.5- .8
1955 6.5 3.7 11.0 | 16.8 7.1 2.7 3.2 3.9 8.2 19.17 A1
1958 ... 3.7 i.0 4.0 2.9 4.3 3.3 3.6 2.6 2.4 6.8 .0

1. ‘Excluding the Yukon and Northwest Territories.



Cases by 4-Week Periods, Canadal, 1935 and 1956

1956 1955
4-week periods
All Types Paralytic All Types Paralytic
Number of cases
Total .. . 600 368 1,021 551
I, 9 5 18 13
"2 18 13 12 11
3 .. 9 6 17 11
4 11 7 22 9
5 .. 10 7 17 9
6 .. 11 5 31 18
T . 15 10 72 45
8 . 68 32 183 90
9 .. 155 93 295 148
10 . 131 4 177 85
i . 70 48 92 56
12 . 57 37 53 33
13 .. 36 31 32 23
1, Excluding the Yukon and Northwest Territories,
Cases and Rates, Paralytic, 1949-56
Year Canada! | Nfld, | P.E., | N.8& | N.B. | Que, | Ont, { Man. | Sask.| Alta. | B.C.
Number of cases
1949 ivirennacirenrnsenesrisiinnans 1,174 14 - 82 40 4938 406 1 .51 66 16
1850 .cocvrreee 284 3 - 10 9 M| 13 6 34 a2 -
1951 1, 148 4 1 205 15 187 619 37 57 22 1
1952 cciicsnnsnenenniinsssniansanene 1, 442 2 41 67 23 269 410 447 . 180
J R1: % O 3, 691 162 6 25 13 256 985 | 1,480 357 . 407
1954  cvermmseivenmrirsssnssisssonens 1,163 14 49 63 i 408 94 £6 41 221 110
1955 scerieersersnsenrerensnsrensrssens 551 12 11 55 6 86 75 15 20 125 146
1956 ...ivvcrisiennmnerseieansiteainasane 368 3 3 9 7 125 127 15 7 35 37
Rates per 100,000 population
817 4.1 - 13. 0 7.9 12.8 9.3 0.1 6.1 7.5 1.4
2.1 0.9 - L6 1.8 1.9 2. 5 0.8 4.1 3.5 -
8.2 L1 1.0| 31.9 2.9 4.6 13.5 4.8 6.9 2.3 0.1
1952 vvcrrrnsnaeransnisnnans vevessans 10.7 0.5 3.0 63| 127 0.6 5 6| 51.4| 53.0 . 14,9
1953 wcenreennns rvartirssssrnssnsnss 26.7 42.3 5.9 3.8 2.4 6.0| 19.9( 182.9| 4L5 - 32.6
7.6 3.5 48.5 9. 4 .3{ 1.3 1.8 8.0 47| 20.9 85
3.5( 3.0 1.0 81 1.1 1.9 1.4 L8 23] 11.3] 10.9
2.3 0.7 3.0 1.3 1.3 2.7 2.3 1.8 0.8 3.1 26

1. Excluding the Yukon and Northwest Territories,

.. Not reportable,



W D | W O O e 4 00 U 00 o 13 O
| | o e e v e o« e s e e s .

—O00CE ocddd SSSSASoSomasS

60
50
40
30
20

0

|- B.C.

Alta.

ROV RO INO —
Rt T-1 I LR =g S

Sask.

1.0

8

3

0

9

.2

.1

7

8

1
RATES

PER 106,000 POPULATION

Man.

0000151100200100001003100 -

Ont.

VAR OMEEHIOENR MO NG N CIO LD o w

oS —gadrncessdoddooo~ddaAdas

LY
A
A
e

Que.

NODLNWI= W H =DM 12321223383
Blddoddddddag nanadsaSsSSS s

R PR SR ) .
QOoOoOCCOoOOoONaMm 01000010

N.B.

CASE RATES
PARALYTIC

. v . 0.

SSSSS =00 dmSSSHES = Sad

Rates per 100,000 population

N.8

818425255792223161 ! MO

1010001000020000102 =TT 1]

LI

E

Death Rates, 1931-55
P,

.1

.11.4

1
4
2
2
o
4

Nfid.

CASE AND DEATH RATES
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(Source; Vital Statistics Annual Reports, D.RB.S.}
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Case Fatality Rates, Canada!l, 1931-36

Year All Types Paralytic Year . All Types Paralytic
Rates per 1,000 notifications "1 Rates per 1,000 notifications
166. 2 2 52.6 2
171.5 2 62.5 2
286.3 2 N 70.8 2
161.5 2 38.4 2
176.3 2 63.4 2
99.2 2 T1.2 149.1
51.2 2 45.0 144.4
143.8 2 63.1 141.1
156.0 2 65.4 215.7
250.0 2 54.1 130.3
36.2 2 © 65.7 135.0
93.2 2 35.3 65.3
79.5 2 2 2
1. Excludiﬁg the Yukon and Northwest Territories.
2. Data not available.
3. Including Newfoundland for this and subsequent years,
Age! Specific Case Rates, Paralytic, 1949-56
Age Group
Year ] . Total Und 20
nder . R years
1 year 1,'4 514 15 _19 and over
Rates per 100,000 population
4.2 0.9 7.2 0.8 5.3 1.9
1.9 2.6 5.4 3.8 2.6 0.6
3.0 2.6 6.7 6.8 4.1 1.0
29.6 34.7 62.4 57.6 42.5 13.6
63.3 81.6 152.0 114.4 59.8 32.3
9.3 11.6 17.1 17.3 13.9 4.6
6.4 4.9 15.5 9.6 7.9 3.6
2.0 1.4 5.2 2.6 1.1 1.4
1. Age distribution reported by six provinces only.
2, Cases in Alberta not repartable. .
Percentage of Paralytic Cases by Age Group!, 1948-36
Age Group
- Year Total ond 20
nder . . years Not
1 year 1-4 314 15-19 and over specified
Per cent
100.0 0.5 i5.4 34.6 10.1 28.2 11.2
100.0 3.6 27.4 35.1 10.7 21.4 1.2
100.0 2.2 22.1 41.2 10.3 21.3 2.9
100.0 3.1 20.6 35.8 10.5 28.5 1.5
100.0 3.5_ 23.5 33.9 6.8 31.3 1.0
100.0 3.5 18.3 35.17 10.9 30.1 1.5
100.0 2.1 24,4 29.3 9.0 34.3 0.9
100.0 1.9 26.0 26.0 3.8 41.3 1.0

1., Age distribution reported by six provinces only,
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Percentage of Cases and Deaths at Age 20 Years and Over, Canada!l; 1931-56

Cases? Cases?
Year Year -
:All Types | Paralytic I . Deaths . All Types I!Pamlytic | Deaths
Per cent Per cent
3 3 8.1 12.6 3 23.7
3 3 6.1 14.5 3 25.0
3 © 3 16.4 18.3 3 28:5
3 3 23.8 26.4 3 48.9
3 3 28.1 26.8 3 31.8
3 3 30.9 28.17 28.2 34.9
3 3 20.0 22.1 21.4 31.7
3 3 31.3 26.6 21.3 48.8
3 3 25.0 25.0 28.5 44.4
3 3 39.6 31.3 31. 3 60.9
3 3 36. 8 29, 2 30.1 36.9
2.9 3 23. 4 31.6 34.3 52.8
12. 4 3 42.3 36. 4 41.3 | 3

1. Excluding the Yukon and Northwest Territories.

not available, 4. Including Newfoundland for this and subsequent years.

2. Age distribution reported by six provinces only. 3. Data

-nfo [~

40

30

20 —~

-

18~ UNDER | YEAR

o L=EEEHHme
1949'50'51'52'563'54'55'56  1949'50'51'52'53'54'55'56
AGE DISTRIBUTION REPORTED BY S1X PROVINCES ONLY

PERCENTAGE OF PARALYTIC CASES BY AGE GROUP"

5-—-14

Slile

' -_ O
20 YEARS AND OVER]

PERCENTAGE OF CASES AND DEATHS AT AGE 20 YEARS AND OVER,CANADA*

u/o [ 3 °fa
60 - &0
r #DEATHS ~
40 - & ~- 40

& oy T e
o .“_.'
3 Ve
20 =T ~paraLYTIC - 20
.. ALL TYPES, —
ol 4 1+ | v | AR NS N SN N N N B Y

1931

1935 1940 1945 1950 1955 96
* CASES ARE RE#ORT[D FOR SIX PROVINCES ONLY AND DEATHS FOR CANADA -




STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY

III lHIN ||\|\|!| Il Il\l\l i L PR

List of Publications of Health and Welfare Division
Health Statistics

~.'"ﬂ'*‘" 14

Obtainable from Information Services Division,

- Dominion Bureau of Statistics or Queen's Printer, :
Ottawa - Canada Price
Notifiable Diseases — A. Bil. ..t e e reraeses e rasssaras taes s snes e sesmenen .50
Summary of Notifiable Diseases, 1924-52 — R. No. 45 ................. emssriesntrisiasaratasaretanratahaeanbesaenaan 15
Tuberculosis Trends, 1956 ....... e eetteereteesteitieseeeseeasmeiesrietesetesasensrosseraeeinrtoateiatarntsintesntasnssaratoseasnaare .10
Poliomyelitis Trends, 1956 ... it reee e e rere e s rerssbenamresiasaratetessesresarensrsnsnsnensasn .10
Diness in the Civil Service, Statistical Report — A. Bil. oo mee s .50
Home NUrsing Services = A. .o e s .50

Canadian Sickness Survey, 1950-51:

1. Family Expenditures for Health Services (National estimates) E, & F. cvoooieviieriiiecenns .25 .
2. Family Expenditures for Health Services by Income Groups (National estimates) E.
B B e R SRS eb b e cm et e camer e mern s neres e nesteee .25
3. Family Expenditures for Health Services by Expendlture Group (National estimates)
| H .- O SOOI URUSSRRRRU .25
4, Family Expenditures for Health Services (Reglona.l estimates) E. & F. ...cccccvvvveviievanne .25
5. Volume of Sickness (National estimates) B, & Fl\ ..o e ereresevere e earsrscnaracas .25
6. Permanent Physical Disabilities (National estimates) E.'& F. cooeovireericerereneinioeneeras .25
7. Incidence and Prevalence of llness {(National estimates) B, & F. ...ccocc...... feeneeeeeeerarennns .25
8. Volume of Health Care (National estimates) E. & F. .ococrvevrenniessessscsssecseesteesseeseesesennes .25
9, Volume of Health Care for Selected Income Groups (National estimates) E. &F....... , 25
10. Linese Frequency by Diagnostic Classification (National estimates) E & F, i .25
Hospital Statistics, Vol. 1, General Information — A, Bil. .cocoooovrvceeeeiereversieisesssesnns R .50
Hospital Statistics, Vol. 2, Finance — A, Bil ..ot iees .- .50
List of HOSPILALS — A. ot st smcmemc oo erereennreeres .50
Mental Health Statistics — A. Bil, vt eteten ettt amenesersenrmreresererererene s o1
Mental Health Statistics, Financial Supplement — A. Bil. .oooriiricr e rem i sem e se s s e .25
Tuberculosis Statistics — A. Bll....ovvveverrcervcecrrevereseeens serteber e eb st aeaeseasesnsasranens reerabennenas .15
Tuberculosis Statistics, Financial Supplement — A, Bil, .......ccocoeneees irerrreratesetanante et easases tebasasses .26
"Tuberculosis among Indians and ESKIMOS .......cccvceeicicimicenneercereieissesnisserererseessesssrssssrssessserssasans .25
VIRl SEAtISHES = A. Bil. coooooceiieeicaeiesecec st sc s st s ss s e s e sa st sb s n b e b s b st 1.00
Vital Statistics, Preliminary ReDOTE — A, oririrreraeisisinreressisasararssassssssnesssssasssssnssen sorarsnens .10
Vital StBtIStIS — MOBEALY, BILim.evrersicssnmseerresreemsoerssesssosssssmssisssssssses e sessssees (per year) 1.00
Mortality by Detailed Causes of Death, 1950-55 = R. NO. 65 .ceveerererernierenmsensiesssssenssasasssasssenions .50
Canadian Life Table, 1951 — R NOu 50 .ooeecersoeeeeeeesoeeeessesoeeeesesereeesssseressseserssseseressssrresesessre .25
Leading Causes of Death in Major Age Groups, 1955 — R, NO. 81 .iriiicnirercerncrerrasseneeens .25
Canadian Vital Statistics Trends, 1921-54 — R, NO. TO ....oooereerereerrecnerereee et e e s e e emessenes .25
Causes of Stillbirths, 1943-55 — R. NO. T9u.ccvvmnienmrnnenniiessenssssrarares et esa et wae 42D ‘
Populatibn Estimates (age and sex), 1921-52 (annual supplements) — R. No. 40 i .25
A. - Annual F. - French

R. — Reference Paper Bil. — Bilingual
E. — English ‘



