
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

THERAPEUTIC ABORTION RATE CONTINUES TO RISE 

The number of therapeutic abortions performed in Canada during the 

first half of 1972 increased by nearly a third over the same period a 

year ago, Statistics Canada reported today. The number of abortions 

per lOO live births also increased by about 33 per cent. 

The figures were reported in a bulletin issued by the bureau's 

Health and Welfare Division. They showed 18,801 therapeutic abortions 

performed on Canadian résidents between January 1 and June 30 this year, 

as compared with 14,168 in the same 1971 six-month period. 

The number of abortions per 100 live births rose to 10.1 from 7.6 a 

year earlier. 

Ail provinces showed increases over the first half of 1971. The 

largest numerical increase was recorded in Ontario, where the number 

of therapeutic abortions grew by 2,600, an increase of 35 per cent. The 

largest percentage increase was reported from Yukon and the Northwest 

Territories 300 per cent, based on a 1971 first-half figure of 6 and 

a 1972 figure of 24. 

Newfoundland, which reported 30 abortions in the first half of 19 71 

had 77 in the same period this year, for an increase of 156 per cent. 
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British Columbia again had the highest abortion rate of ail provinces 

(22.4 per hundred live births), but shov;ed the smallest increase (16 per 

cent) over the first half of 19 71. Ontario, with a rate of 14.6 

abortions per hundred live births and Alberta, with 11.5, were second 

and third on the list. Newfoundland and New Brunswick had the lowest 

abortion rates, reporting 1.2 and 1.4 abortions per hundred live births, 

respectively. 
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