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TUBERCULOSIS TRENDS, 1959

Indicators depicting the downward trend of
tuberculosis in 1959 have revealed the continuation
of 8 similar course begun some years previously.
Some of these indicators are first admissions to
tuberculosis institutions, notifications of new active
cases of tuberculosis, deaths caused by tuber-
culosis, and length of stay in hospital of tubercu-
losis patients, The rate of all first admissions
(tuberculous and non-tuberculous) to tuberculosis
{nstitutions had remained comparatively stable from
1950 to 19857. Since 1957 the rate has dropped 22
per cent to 61 per 100,000 population, Tuberculous
first admission rates in 1959 have diminished to
42, or 26 per cent lower than in 1957 and almost
40 per cent less than in 1950. The downward trend
in the notification rate is even more pronounced,
reaching 37 in 1959, some 56 per cent lower than
the 1950 rate and 20 per cent below the 1937 rate.
The indicator which has shown the most remarkable
change since 1950 is the rate of deaths caused by
tuberculosis. This rate has declined by 79 per
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cent since 1950, and in 1959 was 5.5 per 100,000
population,

Tuberculosis age-sex specific deathrate trends
continue downward, as illustrated in Chart 2, While
the number of deaths is decreasing, a gradual pro-
portional shift to the older ages is apparent, This
is especially frue in the male distribution,

Average (arithmetic mean) length of stay In
hospital for tuberculous patients has become shorter
each year since 1954, Average hospital stay for all
tuberculous patients who left the hospital alive
declined by B7 days or 23 per cent between 1954
and 1959. The median length of stay in hospital
for all tuberculous discharged patients declined
61 days or almost 21 per cent in this period. The
median is not unduly influenced by long-term pa-
tients who leave the hospital and is perhaps a
better guide than the arithmetic mean.

The Canadian death rate from tuberculosis is
lower than the rates in many other countries,
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TABLE 1: Notifications,® A} First Admissions, Tuberculous First Admissions, and Deaths, 1830-59

‘Year Canpda{ Nfld. | P.EL| N& N.B. Que. Ont. Man, Bask. Alte, B.C. | Yukon { N.W.T.
Naiber
Notifications

11, 362 624 86 282 763 | 4.857 | 1,431 503 887 512 | 1,327 - .e

10, 398 692 162 182 717 ] 4.203 | 1,201 502 451 574 | 1.662 as .e

9,531 511 120 77 437 | 4,187 | 1,287 550 458 398 | 1,411 .. ..

9, 141 487 3] 151 402 1 5,094 | 1,312 511 876 403 | 1,082 . .

9,122 91 8 146 357 { 4,186 | 1,363 437 560 304 | 1,080 .s .

8, 587 408 58 84 325 | 3,903 1 1,514 332 a4y 462 g8t 28 .

T, 930 385 “ 112 375 | 3,512 | 1,334 376 355 500 930 1 .

7,662 339 37 272 368 | 2,135 | 1,315 357 344 565 927 13 .e

7.215 273 53 264 436 | 2,912 | 1,274 331 307 529 821 13 .e

8,445 220 35 289 501 | 2,821 871 356 242 553 T34 13 10

All first admiselons

10, 494 186 1) 340 8221 4.287 | 2,437 890 466 617 752 e

10, 380 238 120 ox 548 | 4,200 | 2.420 688 382 398 Te4 P .o

10, 886 278 104 547 558 | 4,207 | 2,48¢ 649 455 656 820 . 140

11, 137 367 81 s07 528 | 4,267 | 2,528 662 545 628 818 res 177

11, 552 654 100 579 483 | 4,430 | 2,316 139 566 629 926 e 130

12,402 695 48 564 604 | 4,557 | 2,822 668 505 645 } 1,163 PN 110

11,919 698 435 616 524 | 4,701 | 2,637 606 418 641 873 vew 82

12, 846 550 43 505 8§01 | 5,308 | 2,725 729 421 658 765 s 111

11,521 848 52 595 643 | 4,374 | 2,712 02 383 650 653 e 99

1, 576 661 43 429 527 | ¢,135 | 2,518 462 337 665 644 o 153

Tuberculous tirat admissions

1850 8, 440 182 a5 312 531 | 3,830 | 2,254 522 409 557 T48 s .-

1851 9, 257 238 110 285 459 | 3,769 | 2,210 501 341 558 156 “es .
1852 ... 8, 580 269 [ 485 477 | 3,605 | %, 225 513 405 581 789 res 132
1953 ... 9,661 391 76 421 437 | 3,537 | 2,284 518 496 559 179 .es 183
195¢ .. 8, 523 593 © 88 473 382 | 3,393 | 2,044 548 488 552 851 res 111
1955 .. 10, 163 547 48 467 511 | 3,401 | 2,436 496 444 564 | 1,067 ces 82
1856 .. 8,131 822 42 481 425 | 3,103 { 2, 227 458 384 540 788 reu 5
1957 .. §, 331 531 42 42 685 | 3,171 | 2,248 467 354 558 T34 PN 89
1958 .. B, 349 538 49 447 487 | 2,782 | 2,080 398 325 546 634 e 85
1959 7,256 496 34 309 400 | 2,428 ¢ 1,718 326 262 552 620 ‘en 113

Deaths

1950 ..o 3,679 247 29 176 159 | 1,571 585 179 153 171 313 15 81
1851 ... 3,481 256 17 126 134 | 1,553 579 158 156 146 292 L} 55
1952 .. 2,538 175 24 ;1) 100 § 1,108 303 115 104 125 214 , 5 76
1953 .. 1,861 111 13 T2 69 844 311 89 B7 68 146 5 46
1954 .. 1,593 105 10 8 51 T14 307 71 42 a3 123 2 29
1985 .. 1,403 a2 [ 48 43 608 242 72 57 81 143 3 18
1858 ., 1, 256 82 4 44 45 572 221 61 48 43 110 - 28
1957 wovnirosinine 1,183 82 11 45 32 513 221 70 31 a8 86 1 23
1858 ....ccovernnnn. 1,027 64 5 36 35 504 186 42 23 44 70 - 18
1959 i 959 54 4 28. 44 485 166 41 27 44 54 1 11

! Newly diagnosed active cases reported by provinclal health departments.

.. Figures not available.

.+ Figures not appropriate or not applicable.
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TABLE 2. Notifications,® All First Admissions, Tvberculons First Admissions, agrd Deaths, 195059

Year Camadn | Nfid. | P.EJ. | N.8, N.B. Que, Ont. Man, | Sask. | Alta. B.C. | Yukon | N.W.T.
Rate per 100,000 population
Ratitirations
1950 B4.5 | 177.8 89.6 44.2 | 149.0 | 123.4 32.0 8.5 4.5 56.1| 160.7 .. ‘e
1851 74.3 } 177.6 | 164.6 29.9 | 139.0 | 103.8 28.1 684.6 54.2 61.1| 142.6 ce ..
1952 66.1 | 136.6 | 120.0 -1 33.1 | 100.3 28.9 68.9 54.3 41.0] 117.1 . .
1953 81.7 | 121.9 62.4 22.8 75.4 95.9 28.6 3.2 66.9 39.8 B5.1 . .
1954 59.8 | 124.3 97.0 2t.1 66. 1 95. 6 36.8 53.1 64.1 at1.3 83.4 . .e
1955 54.8 | 100.5 58.0 12.3 59.4 8.4 29.8 39.6 51.1 44.2 73.2] 263.6 .
1956 49.4 92.8 4.3 16.1 87.6 75.9 24.7 43.2 40.3 44.5 686.5 58.3 .e
1957 46.2 79.6 3.4 38.7 83.4 65.9 23.4 41.5 39.1 48.7 62.3 | 108.3 v
1958 4.4 62.3 53.0 3.2 5.6 59.6 22.0 38.0 34.6 43.7 53.6 | 100.0 ..
1959° 31.0 49.0 34.3 40.4 84.9 52.4 14.6 40.2 26.8 44.5 46.8 | 100.0 471.6
All tirst admissions
1950 76.7 53.0 | 101.0 §3.3 | 121.5 ] 108.0 54.5 8%.8 55.9 67.8 86,1 ces v
1851 T4.2 6%5.9 | 122.0 52.0 | 106.3 | 105.8 52.6 88.3 45.8 63.7 65.6 vas ..
1952 75.4 73.8 | 104.0 83.8 [ 106.1 | 100.8 51.9 1.3 54.0 67.4 68.0 P 875.0
1953 75.1 | 1038.7 80.2 6.5 89.1 [ 100.0 51.2 B1.8 83.3 B1.9 85.6 ver 11,108.3
1854 75.6 | 185.6 99.0 86.0 89.4 | 101.0 45.3 9.8 64.8 59.5 .5 ‘e 764.7
1955 79.1 [ 171.4 48.0 82.6 | 110.4 | 100.9 53.6 79.8 57. 5 59.1 88.2 rs 611.1
1958 74.2 | 167.7 45.3 88.7 54.5 | 101.8 43.8 80.7 47.5 5.1 62.4 ven 424.9
1957 78.1 [~ 188.5 45.5 B4.8 | 141.8 | 115.8 48.5 84.8 47.9 56.8 51.4 584.2
1958 87.6 | 141.9 52.0 B83.8 | til.4 89.6 46. 17 80.7 44.3 54.1 42.3 485.0
1859 80.7 | 147.2 42,2 59.9 89.3 82.7 42.3 52.2 37.4 53.5 41.0 T38.1
Tuberculous first admissions
1950 69.0 51.9 99.9 48.9] 103.7 6.5 50.4 63.0 49.1 61.0 5.8 aew ..
1951 68.2 65.9 | 111.8 4.4 89.0 3.7 q8.1 64.3 41.0 539.4 64.9 . ..
1952 66.3 Tt.9 99.0 4.3 90.7 88.4 46.5 64.3 48.0 58. 7 65-5 ses 825.0
1953 85.1 | 102-1 75.2 63.5 82.0 82.9 46.2 64.0 57.8 55.2 62.4 ... {1,018.8
1954 62.3 | 150.1 87.1 70.3 70.7 1.3 40.0 86.6 55.9 52.2 65.7 ees | 652,89
1955 64.8 | 159.4 48.0 68-4 93.4 75.3 46,3 59.1 50.6 §1.7 9.5 e 455. 6
1956 56.8 | 149.8 42.3 0.7 6. 68 67.0 41.2 53.8 41.3 48.1 56.2 . 388.6
1957 56.3 | 124.86 42.4 63.0 | 121.2 66.6 40.0 54.3 40.3 48.1 49.4 e 521.1
1958 49.0 | 122.8 49.0 63.0 84.4 57.0 35.8 45.5 36.9 45.5 41.1 aae 325.0
1959 41.6 | 110.5 33.3 43.2 67.8 48.6 25.8 36.8 29.0 44.4 39.5 . 538.1
Deaths

1950 26.8 70. 4 30.2 27.6 31.1 39.8 13.1 23.3 18.4 18.7 27.5| 187.5| 508.3
1851 24.8 70.9 17.3 19.6 26.0 38.3 12.6 20.4 18.8 15.5 25.1 | 100.0 | 343.8
1952 11. 6 46.8 24.0 14.4 18.0 26.5 B.3 14.4 12.3 12.8 17.8 55.8 | 475.0
1953 12.5 29.0 12.9 10.9 12.9 19.8 6.3 11.0 10.1 8.7 11.7 55.8 | 287.5
1954 10.4 26.6 9.9 11.3 9.4 18.3 8.0 8.6 1.8 6.0 9.5 20.0| 170.6
1955 4.9 20.2 6.0 7.0 1.9 13.5 4.6 B.8 8.5 7.4 10.7 27.3 | 100.0
1936 1.8 19.8 4.0 6.3 8.1 12.4 4.1 7.2 5.2 3.8 1.9 - 147.4
1657 7.1 19.2 11.1 6.4 5.7 10.8 3.9 8.1 3.5 5.9 5.8 8.3 | 121.1
1958 6.0 14.8 5.0 5.1 6.1 10.3 3.2 4.8 2.6 3.7 4.5 - 90.0
1959 5.5 12.0 3.9 3.9 7.5 9.7 2.8 4.8 3.0 3.5 3.4 7.7 52,4

' Nowly diagnosed active cases reporied by movincial health departments,

.. Flgures not available.

... Figures not approrwiate ar not applicable.
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TABLE 3, Deaths from Tuberculosis, by

Age and Sex, 1950-59

Year All ages 0-4 5-14 15-29 30-44 45-59 60-69 TO+
Number
Tatal
3,679 278 224 839 817 692 458 371
3,481 255 184 765 792 637 471 T
2, 538 220 133 470 528 514 352 321
1,861 165 84 264 390 372 310 276
1,583 112 51 198 351 341 297 265
1,403 68 32 184 287 309 235 278
1, 256 85 27 126 248 301 210 279
1,183 3l 19 118 220 304 188 283
1,027 67 19 82 201 244 209 205
959 36 15 73 181 230 166 258
Males
2,066 137 98 344 431 491 329 236
2,018 148 84 339 422 440 344 239
1,545 109 66 228 289 371 264 218
1,131 85 40 105 222 266 232 181
1,008 64 2 a8 191 257 210 171
865 40 15 85 159 223 167 176
838 39 17 70 149 210 148 205
78 28 10 52 131 221 135 202
667 37 10 34 100 180 159 147
646 25 ] 31 108 15% 132 183
Females
1,613 141 126 495 386 201 129 135
1,465 107 100 426 370 197 127 138
99 111 67 242 239 143 88 103
T30 BD 44 159 168 106 8 95
585 48 24 108 160 84 67 94
538 28 17 :}] 138 86 68 102
418 26 10 56 o] 91 62 T4
404 23 9 65 89 B3 53 81
360 30 9 48 101 64 50 58
313 11 7 42 3 71 34 5
Rate per 100,000 population
Total
26,8 17.0 9.2 25, 4 28.8 35.4 49.9 58.5
2.8 14.8 7.3 23.3 27,2 32,2 50.1 57.8
17.6 12,4 5.0 14. 1 17.5 25.3 37.0 4,2
12,5 9.0 3.0 7.8 12,6 17.8 32,3 39.1
10. 4 5.9 1.7 5.7 11.0 15,9 28.6 36.1
8.9 3.5 1.0 5.3 9.1 14,1 2¢4.0 36,17
7.8 3.3 D.8 3.6 T.4 12,4 2.2 35,8
7.1 2.5 D.B 3.3 4.4 13,2 1.9 35.3
6.0 3.1 0.5 2.2 5.7 10.3 20.8 24,9
5.5 1.6 0.4 2.0 5.1 0.4 16,2 30, 5
Males
29.7 16.4 7.9 20.9 an, 1 48,6 68,2 74,7
28.4 16, 8 6.5 20,9 28.9 43.1 69.9 7.9
21,1 12.0 4.8 13,7 19,1 35.3 53.4 64,7
15.0 9.1 2.8 6.2 14.3 24.7 46. 7 517
13.0 6.6 L3 5.1 1.9 23,3 42,1 47,1
10,9 4.0 0.9 4.9 9.7 15,7 33.4 47.1
10,3 3.9 1.0 4.0 8.9 18,1 29.4 53.3
9.3 2.7 0.6 2.9 1.6 18. 5 2. 513
7.7 3.4 0.8 1.8 5.7 14.7 3.6 36.8
7.3 2,2 0.4 1.6 §.0 12,7 25,8 44. 5
Females
1950 23.9 1.6 10.5 29.9 21.4 213 29.17 42.4
1851 21,2 12.7 8.1 25,7 25.5 20.6 28.4 41.9
152 oo verrssersmrersssssasssrsasinens snsnesmmesmis st perevans sebesasae 13.9 12,8 5.1 14.5 15,9 14. 5 19,3 30.0
1953 oeeeememsronrrrarsaeserasrnrnns 10,0 8.8 3.2 9.4 10,9 10,5 16. 9 26,7
1954 ooeiscsissmsrsrsmnsesnisssnsins 1.8 5.2 1.7 6.4 14,0 8.1 4.2 25,4
b 11,1 J— 7.0 2,9 1.1 5.8 8.4 8.1 14. 2 26.6
1056 crsmsirerrerccecrcemsrctss sivamsastssssmmmis srsans sesns 5.3 2.7 0.6 3.2 5.9 8.4 12,8 18.7
1957 4.9 2.3 0.5 3.1 5.2 1.4 10.7 19.8
TOBB mvmrirerrerceceosrcemencsosiesas asamims 1 draspsamengonsos smomecsas 4.3 2.9 0.5 2,7 5.8 5.8 10.0 13.8
1959 oooecvsrsersmisesnsssisnimimasm s beenesmtasar Rt A a e a8 3.6 1.0 0.4 2.3 4.8 5.1 6.6 17.2




TUBERCULOSIS AGE-SEX SPECIFIC DEATH RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION
SELECTED YEARS 1950 —1959
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TABLE 4. Average Stay in Hospital of Discharged® Tuberculous Patients, 1950- 39

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954
All tuberculous dxscharges
Mean .......ceveve- 331 301 337 362 372
MEGHAI ovne oo oeomereersereeseeemesesesresmerseessmee st se s st sarns 234 209 249 265 201
Tuberculous first admissions:
Mean .... ‘e . .a .e 394
Median ... . .e .e 291 316
‘Tuberculous readmissions:
MEAN . coivieireerireisarireri v sraesemr o s e me st et bbb ies ve . . ‘e 326
MEALAN ..oiverevirirerimresnie st ne e seremceen e e e emee e e sr e hresen e eman - - . 211 240
1955 1956 1957 1958 1959
All tuberculous dlscha.rges
Mean . I 362 - 328 310 295 285
MEALEI oo eoomve e oo oeee e esoeseevesees e e s seme et eeeen e e oo 284 268 246 242 230
Tuberculous first admissions:
390 361 333 326 306
3i8 309 279 277 261
Tuberculous readmissions
Mean .. 305 264 263 - 249 244
Median ....... . 214 178 167 158 158
! patients who left hospital alive.
.. Figures not available.
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TABLE 5. Summary ol Case-[inding Programs, 1930-39

L

Program 1850 1951 1952 1953 1954

Tuberculosis clinics and dispensaries:

Number of examinations 497,641 502, 211 541,515 578, 356 520,378

Number with fuberculosis . .e va .. . 54,027

Cases per 1,000 examinations . . . . 103. 8
X-ray surveys:

Number of examinations ...... 1,856,835 2,002,071 1,904,138 1,801, 507 1,992,519

Number with tuberculosis 13,274 16, 213 13,957 13,331 13,6894

Cases per 1,000 examinations 7.1 8.1 7.3 7.0 6.9
X-rays of general hospital admissiona:

Number of examinations ...... vhessassessessnserasies rrrenasansas 306,347 439, 1922 489,733 559,261 632,864

Number with tuberculosis ........ Jeenerrsensttesssssasanennrs 3,587 3,486 3,528 3,942 4,865

Cases per 1,000 examinations . 11.7 7.9 7.2 7.0 7.7
Newfoundland program:

Numbet of examinations .. 48,248 76,894 69,509 59,570 70,173

Number with tuberculosis .. . . 5,613

Cases per 1,000 examinations ... rerstassessssanensee .e ‘e .e .. 80.8

1955 1956 1957 1958 1859

Tuberculosis clinies and dispensaries:

Number of examinations 536,793 411,026 515,034 491, 646 465,064

Number with tuberculosis 70,281 71,218 617,456 57,862 52,590

Cases per 1,000 examinations ..o 130.9 173.4 117.3 117.17 113,1
X-ray surveys:

Number of examinations .. veases .| 1,152,208 1,817,318 1,785,282| 1,494,333 1,483,164

Number with tuberculosls ....cuueniens tresstsatnsnerannnes . 12,345 15,005 16,616 14, 854 14, 208

Cases per 1,000 examinations ... 1.0 8,3 9.3 9.9 9,6
X-rays of general hospital admissions:

Number of examinations ... 686,324 719, 586 749,707 687, 838 586,251

Number with tuberculosis .....ccceeneee resiesnesssansnsnennares 4,598 4,716 4,676 4,219 4,548

Cases per 1,000 examinations ... 6.7 6.6 6.2 6.1 .1
Newfoundland program:

Number of examinations .....cueirsineemacsiomenn. 92,154 94,217 83,318 71,433 83,912

Number with tuberculosis .......... 4,994 6,092 6,308 6, 222 4,548

Cases per 1,000 examinations ..... 54,2 64.1 5.7 81.1 54,2

A

! Includes only tne provinces of New Brunswick, Ontario,
1 Includes only the provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswi

Columbia.
.. Figures not available.

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.
ck, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British
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TABLE 6. Tuberculosis Death Rates for Selected Countries, 1950~ 59
England United
Year Canada | Denmark and France | Ireland Japan | Scotland St':a.t gs
Wales
Rate per 100,000 population
1950 .cciiiinns 26. 8 13. 8 36.4 58. 1 80. 2 146. 4 53. 6 22.5
951 oveviinmniiinninirenrneecaisisenise st rararssae 24. 8 13. 3 3L. 5 80. 9 73.1 110. 7 42.6 20, 1
1852 it 17. 6 10. 9 24. 1 43. 8 53. 5 82.5 31L.5 15. 8
1953 .iiiereriarairrarserenetesesrensssrrsrassrnsnansaraerer 12.5 8.8 20.2 36.8 40. 3 66. 7 26.2 12.3
1954 .0veeenns 10. 4 7.7 17. 8 32. 4 34. 3 62. 5 22.0 10, 2
1955 cuiisisronercrarnsiernteseimaininesininnsssansssasarsiven 8.9 6.3 - 14.86 31. 3 30.5 52. 3 19. 1 9.2
1956 corieanrccnrsinririns 7.8 5.1 12.1 28.5 23.8 48. 17 15.6 8.4
1957 verreretmcsenesrrinseriveratsrassinesnrsbnansstensnibasns 7.1 - 10, 7 27. 4 24.1 46. 9 14,0 7.5
1958 6.0 - 10,0 - 21,0 - 13.0 7.0
LO5Y oo erieiien i cinres esrairrss s pes b ee st b saanaen 5.5 - - - - -— - -
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