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TUBERCULOSIS TRENDS, 1958 

The incidence of tuberculosis in Canada con
tinued its decline, continuous since the end of the 
second World War. This is reflected in all three 
indicators of the incidence of the disease, namely 
the rate of notifications of new active cases, tuber-
culos first admissions to Institutions, and deaths. 
Mortality has been declining more rapidly than mor
bidity from tuberculosis. Certain deviations from 
the general trend are noticeable in individual prov
inces. It should be borne in mind, however, that the 
figures shown here are preliminary and that they 
reflect changes in the effectiveness of case finding 
programs as well as changes in the actual occur
rence of the disease. 

The decline in the average length of stay in 
institutions can be ascribed to the new treatment 
methods. 

The data on notifications and first admissions 
are not strictly comparable since the former are 
limited to active cases among residents of the 
reporting province, whereas the first admissions 
also include other than active cases and non
residents (e.g. residents of the Territories and 
newly landed immigrants). Furthermore, higher ad
mission rates may also result from the backlog being 
absorbed by more freely available beds in institu
tions. 
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T A B L E 1 

Year 

1954 : 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

1953 
1954 

1955-
1956 
1957 
1958 

1953 
1954 
1955 
1955 
1957 
1958 

-

1953 
1954 
ig55 
1956 
1957 
1958 

J 

1953 
ig54 
ig55 
ig56 
1957 
1958 

1953 
1954 
1955 .....' 
1956 
1957 
1958 .: 

Canada 

. Ngt i f i ca t ior 

Nfi'd". P.E.I. 

s , ' F i r s t A d m i s s i o n s 

NJS. N.B. Que. 

' and b 

Ont. 

e a t h s , 1 9 5 3 - 1 9 5 8 

Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Yukon 

Number 

N.W.T. 

Notifications 

9,734 
9.521 
9,184 
8,405 
7,97g 
7.502 

467 
•491 
408 
385 

273 

63 
08 
58 
44 
37 
53 

151 
146 

84 
112 
272 
264 

628 
559 
682 
579 
477 
568 

4,094 
4.196 
3.903 
3.512 
3.135 
2.912 

1,412 
1,363 
1,514 
1.334 
1.315 
1.274 

878 
734 
592 
647-
555 
486 

576 
560 
449 
355 
344 
307 

403 
394 
482 
500 
565 
525 

1,062 
1,080 

983 
930 
927 
827 

s 
i 

29 
7 

13 
13 

First adraissions 

0.561 

9,523 
10.163 

9,131 
9.331 
8.349 

391 

593 
647 
622 
531 
538 

76 

48 
42 
42 
4g 

421 
473 
467 
491 

447 

437 
382 
511 
425 

487 

3.537 
3,393 
3,401 
3,103 

2,782 

2,284 
2,044 
2.436 
2.227 
2,248 
2,080 

518 
548 
496 
456 
467 
396 

496 
488 
444 
364 
354 
325 

559 
552 
564 
540 
558 
546 

779 

851 
1.061 

786 
734 
634 

_ 
-

-

Deaths 

1.861 
1.593 
1,403 
1,256 
1.183 
1,027 

111 
105 
82 
82 
82 
54 

13 
10 
6 
4 

11 
5 

72 
76 
48 
44 
45 
36 

69 
51 
43 
45 
32 
35 

844 
714 
608 
572 
513 
504 

311 
307 
242 
221 
221 
185 

89 
71 
72 
51 
70 
42 

87 
42 
57 
46 
31 
23 

68 
63 
81 
43 
68 
44 

146 
123 
143 

no 
86 
70 

5 
2 
3 

-
1 

-

153 

111 
82 
75 
99 
65 

46 
29 
18 
28 
23 
18 

Rates per 100.000 population 

65.7 
63.0 
58.6 
52.3 
48.2 
44.1 

121.9 
124.3 
100.5 

02.7 
79.6 
62.3 

Notifications 

62.4 
07.0 
58.0 
44.3 
37.4 
53.0 

22.8 
21.7 
12.3 
16.1 
38.7 
37.2 

117.8 
103.5 
124.7 
104.4 
84.4 
98.4 

95.9 
95.6 
.86.4 
75. g 
65.9 
59.6 

28.6 
26.6 
28.8 
24.7 
23.4 
22.0 

108.5 
89.2 
70.6 
76.1 
64.5 
55.9 

65.9 
64.1 
51.1 
40.3 
30.1 
34.6 

39.8 
37.3 
44.2 
44.5 
48.7 
43.7 

85.1 
83.4 
73.2 

66.5 
62.3 
53.6 

s 

s 

263.6 
57.4 

108.3 
100.0 

First admissions 

65.1 
62.3 
64.8 
56.8 
56.3 
40.0 

102.1 
150.1 
159.4 
149.8 
124.6 
122.8 

75.2 
87.1 
48.0 
42.3 
42.4 
40.0 

63.5 
70.3 
68.4 
70.7 
53.0 
63.0 

82.0 
70.7 
03.4 
76.6 

121.2 
84.4 

82.9 
77.3 
75.3 
67.0 
66.6 
57.0 

46.2 
40.0 
46.3 
41.2 
40.0 
35.8 

64.0 
66.6 
59.1 
53.6 
54.3 
45.5 

57.6 
55.0 
50.6 
41.3 
40.3 
36.6 

55.2 
52.2 
51.7 
48.1 
48.1 
45.5 

62.4 
65.7 
79.5 
56.2 
49.4 
41.1 

_ 
-
-
-
-
-

1.018.8 
652.0 
455.6 
388.6 
521.1 
325.0 

Deaths 

12.5 
10.4 

8.9 
7 .8 
7.1 
6 .0 

29.0 
26.6 
20.2 
10.8 
10.2 
14.6 

12.0 
g.g 
6.0 
4 .0 

11.1 
5.0 

10.0 
11.3 
7.0 
6.3 
6 .4 

5.1 

12.9 
9.4 
7.9 
8.1 
5.7 
6.1 

19.8 
16.3 
13.5 
12.4 
10.8 
10.3 

6.3 
6 .0 
4.6 
4.1 
3 .0 
3.2 

11.0 
8.6 
8.6 
7.2 
8.1 
4.8 

10.1 
4.8 
6.5 
5.2 
3.5 
2.6 

6.7 
6 .0 
7.4 
3.8 
5.0 
3.7 

11.7 
9.5 

10.7 
7 .9 
5.8 
4.5 

55.6 
20.0 
27.3^ 

-
8.3 

-

287.5 
170.6 
100.0 
145.1 
121.1 

90.0 

' Newly diagnosed active cases reported by provincial health departments. 
'Including only tuberculous first adraissions to sanatoria and tuberculosis units of general hospitals. 
' Data not available. 
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T A B L E 2 . N o t i f i c a t i o n s , 4 - w e e k P e r i o d s . 1957 and 1958 

4-week periods Canada' NHd. P.E.I . N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Sask. Alta. B.C. Yukon 

Number 

1957 

1 . -
2 
3 
4 .-
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 .-
12 
13 

Total 

1958 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 -. 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Total 

1957 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 r 
7 J^...* 
8 ."̂ ...r 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Total 

1958 

1 
2 
3 

. 4 
5 
6 
7 ...: ; 
8 
g 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Total 

508 
504 
654 
743 
647 
717 
436 
650 
676 
582 
544 
674 
554 

7,079 

7,502 

39.8 
46.6 
51.3 
58.3 
50.8 
56.2 
34.2 
51.0 
53.0 
45.7 
42.7 
52.9 
43.5 

48.2 

47.9 
47.0 
53.0 
45.5 
4g.2 
47. g 
25.0 
44.1 
40.4 
44.4 
41.1 
45.3 
41.2 

44.1 

23 
30 
14 
22 
23 
32 
25 
33 
35 
28 
24 
31 
10 

339 

627 
616 
706 
596 
645 
627 
327 
577 
529 
581 
538 
593 
540 

21 
16 
28 
10 
23 
48 
15 
29 
14 
19 
22 
18 
10 

273 

37 

53 

26 
26 
26 
25 
26 
26 

26 
12 
24 
18 
20 
17 

272 

18 
18 
22 
22 
22 
20 

24 
34 
24 
20 
14 
26 

264 

34 
46 
44 
44 
42 
37 
42 
40 
41 
23 
25 
39 
20 

477 

568 

174 
205 
273 
320 
240 
271 
203 
286 
326 
226 
196 
217 
189 

3.135 

278 
26g 
269 
280 
255 
241 

233 
log 
257 
240 
208 
183 

2,912 

86 
110 
105 
127 
100 
117 
08 
02 
64 
101 
03 
132 
90 

1,315 

109 
107 
121 
99 
108 
111 
91 
79 
86 
102 
80 
98 
74 

1,274 

17 
29 
40 
31 
43 
41 
38 
20 
61 
53 
42 
78 
53 

555 

11 
2g 
34 
34 
44 
37 
57 
48 
25 
3g 
26 
42 
57 

486 

19 
18 
31 
35 
20 
35 
24 
27 
36 
27 
29 
31 
22 

344 

307 

63 
60 
37 
45 
53 
51 

32 
28 
46 
34 
62 
54 

565 

24 
24 
38 
38 
49 
36 
34 
29 
64 
46 
37 
54 
52 

525 

Rates per 100,000 population 

70.2 
91.5 
42.7 
67.1 
70.2 
g7.7 
76.3 

100.7 
106.8 

85.4 
73.2 
94.6 
58.0 

79.6 

62.3 
47.5 
83; 1 
29.7 
68.3 

-142.5 
44.5 
85.1 
41.6 
56.4 
65.3 
53.4 
29.7 

62.3 

39.4 
26.3 
13.1 
26.3 
52.5 

65.7 
39.4 
52.5 
65.7 
52.5 
13.1 
39.4 

37.4 

39.0 
13.0 
65.0 
39.0 
91.0 
65.0 
g i . o 
30.0 

130.0 
39.0 
13.0 
26.0 
39.0 

53.0 

48 .1 
48 .1 
48.1 
46.3 
48.1 
48.1 

48.1 
22.2 
44.4 
33.3 
37.1 
31.5 

38.7 

33.0 
33.0 
40.3 
40.3 
40.3 
36.6 

43.9 
62.3 
43.9 
36.6 
25.6 
47.6 

37.2 

78.2 
105.8 
101.2 
101.2 

96.6 
85.1 
96.6 
g2.0 
g4.3 
52. g 
57.5 
8g.7 
46.0 

84.4 

101.4 
119.4 

90.1 
69.8 
g g . i 

114. g 
99.1 

121.7 
67.6 
92.4 
78.9 

151.0 
74.4 

98.4 

47.5 
56.0 
74.6 
87.4 
68.0 
74.0 
55.5 
78 .1 
89 .1 
61.7 
53.6 
59.3 
51.6 

65.9 

74.0 
71.6 
71.5 
74.5 
67.9 
64 .1 

62.0 
53.0 
68.4 
63.9 
55.4 
48.7 

59.6 

19. 
25. 
24. 
29. 
23. 
27. 
22. 
21. 
14. 
23. 
21. 

•30. 
20. 

23.4 

24. 
24. 
27. 
22. 
24. 
24. 
20. 
17. 
ig . 
22. 
ig . 
22. 
16. 

22.0 

25.7 
43.8 
60.5 
46.9 
65.0 
62.0 
57.4 
43.8 
92.2 
80.1 
53.5 

117.9 
80.1 

64.5 

20.9 
43.3 
50.8 
50.8 
65.7 
55.3 
85.2 
71.7 
37.4 
58.3 
38.9 
62.8 
85.2 

55.9 

28.1 
26.6 
45.8 
51.8 
29.6 
51.8 
35.5 
39.9 
53.2 
39.9 
42.9 
31.0 
32.5 

39 .1 

22.0 
23.4 
58.6 
16.1 
63.0 
16.1 
29.3 
49.8 
39.5 

7.3 
52.7 
30.7 
41.0 

34.6 

70.6 
57.2 
41.5 
50.4 
50.4 
57.2 

35.9 
31.4 
51.6 
38.1 
69.5 
60.5 

48.7 

26.0 
26.0 
41.1 
41 .1 
53.0 
39.0 
36.8 
31.4 
69.3 
49.8 
40.0 
58.5 
56.3 

43.7 

62 
68 
82 
90 
87 

82 
68 
49 
75 
72 
85 

927 

96 
83 

1 
— 
1 
2 

— 
1 
— 

• 1 
— 
4 
1 
2 

13 

4 
-

108 
68 
50 
67 
59 
44 
40 
45 
32 
63 
72 

827 

54.2 
59.4 
71.7 
78.7 
76 .1 
93 .5 

71.7 
59.4 
42.8 
65.5 
62.9 
74.3 

62.3 

80 .8 
69.9 
90. g 
57.3 
42 .1 
56.4 
49.7 
37.0 
33.7 
37 .9 
26.9 
53.0 
60.6 

53 .6 

13 

108.3 

108.3 
216.7 

108.3 

108.3 

433; 3 
108.3 
216.7 

108.3 

400.0 

100.0 

600.0 
200.0 

100.0 

• Excluding the Northwest TerrUories. 
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RATE PER 100,000 POPULATION 
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HATE PER 100,000 POPULATION 
6 0 

5 5 

5 0 

4 5 

4 0 
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CANADA 

1957-1958 
RATE PER 100,000 POPULATION 

60 

0 ^ - 1 
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10 I I 12 13 
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T A 3 L E 3 . X-ray C a s e - F i n d i n g Programs, 1 9 5 3 - 1958» 

Activity 

CUnlcs and dispensaries: 
Examinations 
Cases 
Cases per 1.000 examinations 

Mass X-ray surveys: 
Exaralnations 
Cases _. . . 
c a s e s per 1,000 examinations 

General hospital admissions: 
Exaralnations 
Cases 
Cases per 1,000 exaralnations 

Newfoundland program: 
Examinations 
Cases 
Cases per 1,000 eiaminations . 

1953 

579,356 

1,901,507 
13.331 

7.0 

550,261 
3,942 

7.0 

59,570 

1954 

520,378 
54.027 

103.8 

1.992.519 
13,694 

6.9 

632.864 
4,865 

7.7 

70,173 
5,673 
80.6 

1955 

536,793 
70,281 

130.9 

1.752.208 
12,345 

7.0 

686,324 
4,598 

6.7 

92,154 
4,994 

54.2 

1956 

411,026 
71,278 

173.4 

1,817,318 
15,005 

8.3 

710,586 
4,716 

6,6 

94,217 
6,092 
64.7 

1957 

575,034 
67,456 

117.3 

1,785,282 
16,616 

9.3 

749,707 
4.676 

6.2 

83,318 
6,308 

75,7 

I Data for Newfoundland presented separately because separate information on the types of activity not avaUable. 
' Data not available. 

1958 

491,646 
57,862 

117.7 

l ,4g4,333 
14,854 

9.9 

687,838 
4 ,2 l9 

6 .1 

71,433 
6,222 

a 1.1 

T 4 8 L E 4, Average Stay In Hosp i ta l of p l s c b a r g e d T u b e r c u l o u s P a t i e n t s ^ 

' Based on tuberculous pa.tlents who left hospUal alive (i .e. were discharged). 
' Data not available. 

Tuberculous first admissions: 
Mean 
Median 

Tuberculous readmissions: 
Mean 
Median 

1953 

2 

291 

2 

211 

1954 

394 
316 

326 
240 

1955 

390 
318 

305 
214 

1956 

361 
309 

264 
178 

1057 

333 
270 

263 
167 

1958 

326 
203 

249 
159 
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MEDIAN STAY IN HOSPITAL, 1 9 5 3 - 5 8 * 

DAYS 
4 0 0 

3 0 0 

2 0 0 

100 

0 

DISCHARGES OF PATIENTS WHO HAD BEEN 
— TUBERCULOUS FIRST ADMISSIONS 

^ - ^ ^ ~ ~ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ 

- " " ^ ^ ^ ^ - - ^ 

DISCHARGES OF PATIENTS WHO HAD BEEN / 
TUBERCULOUS READMISSIONS / 

— 

1 1 1 1 1 
1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 

*BASED ON TUBERCULOUS PATIENTS WHO LEFT HOSPITAL ALIVE (I.E.,WERE DISCHARGED) DURING THE YEAR 

1 
1958 

SHOWN. 

DAYS 

4 0 0 

3 0 0 

2 0 0 

100 

0 

TABLE 5. Tuberculosis Death Rates for Selected Countries 

Canada 

Denmark 

England and Wales , 

Prance 

Japan 

United States 

* Data not available. 
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