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The 32,989 births registered in provincial offices during December 
was the lowest since the previous February; this total was under 
December 1954 but well above the 5-year median of 32,002. The year's 
total of 440,092 was close to 2 p.c. above the 432.887 registered last 
year. Increases were reported by all but two provinces but the magni
tude was under 3 p.c. in each case except British Columbia which had 
an increase of 6.3 p.c. On the basis of these totals it is estimated that 
when all births have been registered and compiled a record 442,000 
births will have occurred in 1955, as compared with 435,142 in 1954. 
However the estimated birth rate (per 1,000 population) of 28.4 declin
ed for the first time during the past five years but was still the third 
highest on record since 1921, comparing with the previous record rates 
of 28.9 in 1947 and 28.7 in 1954. 

The 7,775 marriages registered in December represented a drop of 
4.820 from November and was the lowest December total registered of 
the past five years. The 125,851 registered during the year was just 
under the 126,641 registered in 1954 with only half the provinces re
porting increases. The marriage rate (per 1,000 population) which i s 
provisionally estimated at 8.2 in 1955 and compares with 8.5 in 1954, 
has been gradually declining from the all-time record 10.9 in 1946. 

The 9,961 deaths registered in December were down from the 
previous month and represented the lowest December figure of the 
past five years. The cumulative total at 126,570, however, exceeded 
the 123,441 reported for 1954 by 2.5 p.c. with increases in all but two 
provinces. However the 1955 estimated crude death rate (per 1,000 
population) of 8.1 Is a record Canadian low, breaking the previous 
record 8.2 of 1954. 

LOW I950-S4 

•/3 MEDIAN 1950-54 — 1955— 

Le nombre (32,989) de nalssances enregistr£es aux bureaux pro-
vlnclaux en dfecembre a fetfe le plus bas depuis le mois de ffivrier 
prfecSdent; il est InfMeur & celui de dfecembre 1954 mals de beaucoup 
plus ftlevfe que la mfediane (32,002) de cinq ans. Le total de I'annfee a 
et6 de 440,092, soit pr^s de 2 p. 100 au-dessus de celui (432,887) 
enreglstrfi I'annie derni6re. Toutes les provinces sauf deux signalent 
des augmentations, mals I'ampleur de ces augmentations 6tait de moins 
de 3 p. 100 sauf en Colombie-Britannlque oil I'augmentation a 6t6 de 
6.3 p. 100. A la luniifire de ces chilfres, on estlme que lorsque toutes 
les nalssances auront tt6 enregistr£es et calcul6es, l'ann£e 1955 aura 
touchfe le chiffre sans prfecfedent de 442,000 nalssances au regard de 
435,142 en 1954. Toutefois, le taux estimatif des nalssances (par 
millier d'habitants) de 28.4 a dimlnu6 pour la premiere fois depuis cinq 
ans; ii n'en demeure pas mois cependant le troisi^me en importance 
depuis 1921 et soutlent blen le compaiaison avec les deux autres de 
28.9 en 1947 et 28.7 en 1954. 

Les 7,775 mariages enreglstr£s en d6cembre repr^sentaient une 
diminution de 4,820 sur ceux de novembre et le chiffre le plus bas 
pour d6cembre enreglstr6 depuis cinq ans. Les 125,851 marlages 
enregistris au cours de I'ann^e ^talent d'& peine un peu moins nonv-
breux que les 126,641 enregistr£s en 1954, la moiti6 des provinces 
seulement signalant des augmentations. Le taux des marlages (par 
millier d'habitants), 6valu£ provisoirement i 8.2 en 1955 au regard de 
8.5 en 1954, n'a cess6 de flichir depuis le chiffre sans pr6c6dent de 
10.9 attelnt en 1946. 

Le nombre (9,961) de ddcis enregistris en d£cembre 6tait moins 
61ev£ qu'en novembre et 6tait le plus bas pour d6cembre depuis cinq 
ans. Le cumul de 126,570, toutefois, £tait plus £lev6 que celui 
(123,441) de 1954 par 2.5 p. 100, toutes les provinces sauf deux, 
signalant des augmentations. Toutefois la mortality estimative brute 
(par millier d'habitants) en 1955 a 6t6 de 8.1 p. 100, bas sans precedent 
et encore Inffirieur au record antfirieur de 8.2 attaint en 1954. 

Prepared in the Vital Statistics Section of the Health and Welfare Division ^ 
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December — Decembre 

5 year 
median — 

M^diane de 5 
ans 

1950-1954 

Year to date — Annee A oe jour 

Av.-Moy. 
1950-54 

% change from 
J de changement 

Av.-Moy. 
1950-54 

BIRTHS - NAISSANCES 

Canada 

Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island .. 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick .-
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
British ColuRd>ia 

MARRIAGES - MABIAGES 

Canada t _. 

Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 
New Branswick 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan. 
Alberta. 
British Columbia 

DEATHS - D £ C ^ 

Canada 

Newfoundland.. 
Prince Edward Island . 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick. 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba — 
Saskatchewan— 
Alberta 
British Columbia 

32,989 

544 
280 

1,529 
1,243 
10,540 
9,939 
1,933 
1,724 
2,566 
2,691 

7,775 

127 
38 
414 
268 

2,167 
2,497 
621 
329 
527 
787 

9,961 

100 
68 
557 
378 

2,498 
3,725 
644 
537 
438 

1,016 

33,198 

679 
185 

1,680 
1,548 
9,558 
10,810 
1,960 
2,071 
2,266 
2,441 

8,792 

10,065 

32,002 

573 
185 

1,297 
1,398 
11,469 
9,613 
1,613 
1,872 
1,751 
2,312 

8,925 

123 
37 

374 
295 

2,296 
2,997 

571 
433 
811 
855 

123 
38 

368 
290 

2,483 
2,997 

546 
433 
811 
860 

10,836 

131 
88 

576 
403 

2,252 
3,870 

610 
509 
473 

1,153 

l U 
71 

568 
403 

3,155 
3,818 

551 
568 
596 
902 

440,092 

14,086 
2,815 

19,068 
,16,903 

131,509 
UO,503 

22,074 
24,783 
34,465 
33,886 

125,851 

3,263 
673 

5,326 
4,337 

34,067 
U , 4 1 6 

6,815 
6,487 
9,510 

10,957 

126,570 

2,578 
881 

5,984 
4,488 

32,647 
45,673 

6,715 
6,628 
7,970 

13,006 

432,887 

13,962 
2,738 

18,76"; 
16,844 

129,654 
137,502 

22,603 
25,047 
33,883 
31,889 

126,641 

3,050 
589 

5,368 
4,217 

33,965 
44,935 

6,746 
6,859 
9,908. 

11,004 

123,441 

2,184 
984 

5,736 
4,284 

31,995 
45,00Zv 

6,822 
6,217 
7,499 

12,716 

397,541 

12,897 
2,739 

17,<?51 
16,827 

121,364 
123,189 
20,797 
22,840 
29,307 
29,630 

127,955 

2,625 
623 

5,300 
4,292 

35,168 
45,080 

7,1.30 
6,980 
9,627 

11,130 

125,004 

2,'597 
935 

6,113 
4,815 

33,304 
44,694 

6,757 
6,408 
7,339 

12,042 

+ 1.7 

+ 0.9 
+ 2.8 
+ 1.6 
+ 0.4 
+ 1.4 

1.7 
6.3 

- 0.6 

+ 7.0 
+14,3 
- 0,8 
+ 2.8 
+ 0,3 
- 1.2 
+ 1.0 
- 5,4 
- 4 .0 
- 0,/,. 

+ 2,5 

+18.0 
-10, 
+ 4. 
+ 4. 
+ 2 , 

+ 1 . 

- 1. 
+ 6, 
+ 6. 

2.3 

+10.7 

+ 9.2 
+ 2 .8 
+ 6.2 
+ 0.5 
+ 8,4 
+14.1 
+ 6 .1 
+ 8,5 
+17,6 
+14.4 

- 1.6 

+24,3 
+ 8.0 
+ 0,5 
+ 1.0 
- 3 , 1 
- 1,5 
- 4 .4 
- 7 .1 
- 1.2 
- 1,6 

+ 1.3 

- n.7 
- 5.8 
- 2 . 1 
- 6 ,8 
- 2 .0 
+ 2 ,2 
- 0,6 
+ 3.4 
+ 8,6 
+ 8,0 

The figures shown represent tho number of registrations filed in provincial vital statistics offices during the period under review, regardless 
of when the events actually occurred but exclude "delayed" registrations (events more than 12 months old). They will tlius differ slightly 
from the final figures which will be tabulated in due course according to the actual month of occurrence and the province of residence. 

Ces chiffres reprgsentent le nombre d'enregistrements deposd aux bureaux provinciaux- de I'etat civil durant la p^riode observde, indepen-
damment du mois de I'^v^nement mais, ^ I'exclusion des enregistrements "differes" fevSnements datant de plus de 12 mois). Pour cette 
raison, ils difffereront dans une certaine mesure des chiffres d^finitifs qui seront etablis en temps et lieu selon le mois de I'evenement et 
la province de domicile. 


