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How to obtain more information

For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website,

www.statcan.gc.ca.
You can also contact us by

email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats. STATCAN@canada.ca

telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers:

e Statistical Information Service

¢ National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired

¢ Faxline

Depository Services Program

¢ Inquiries line
e Faxline

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt,
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has
developed standards of service that its employees observe. To
obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics
Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are
also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “Contact us” >
“Standards of service to the public.”

Note of appreciation

Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a
long-standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not
be produced without their continued co-operation and goodwill.

1-800-263-1136
1-800-363-7629
1-514-283-9350

1-800-635-7943
1-800-565-7757

Standard table symbols

The following symbols are used in Statistics Canada
publications:

not available for any reference period
not available for a specific reference period
... hot applicable
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful
distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
P preliminary
" revised
X suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements
of the Statistics Act
B use with caution
F too unreliable to be published
significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)
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Postal Codes “M by Federal Ridings File,
Special Issue

The Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings File, Special Issue (PCFRF Special Issue) refers to the
federal electoral districts (FEDs) based on the 2013 Representation Order. It does not replace the
Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings File (PCFRF), 2003 Representation Order, released in October
2013.

The postal code®M reference date for this file is June 2013. This is the same as for the most recent
versions of the Postal Code®™ Conversion File (PCCF) and the Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings
File (PCFRF), 2003 Representation Order, released in October 2013.

Price note

An initial annual licensing administration fee ($892) is required to access any or all of the Postal
Code®M Conversion File, Postal Codes®™ by Federal Ridings File, or Postal Code®™ Conversion
File Plus products.

To obtain the Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings File, Special Issue based on the 2013
Representation Order, please contact us.

Overview

Methodology for creation of Special Issue File

Postal codes®M linked to more than one federal electoral district, 2013 Representation Order
References

Overview
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The Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings File, Special Issue (PCFRF Special Issue) is a digital file
that provides a link between the six-character postal code®” and Canada's federal electoral districts

338 federal electoral districts of the 2013 Representation Order.

Elections Canada defines a federal electoral district (FED) as any place or territorial area entitled to
return a Member of Parliament (MP) to serve in the House of Commons. Federal electoral district
legal limits and descriptions are the responsibility of the Chief Electoral Officer, and are usually

These new federal electoral districts will be applied in the first general election called after May 1,
2014.

For more information on the redistricting process, please refer to the Elections Canada website.

Methodology for creation of Special Issue File

The Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings File, Special Issue was created by converting the existing
federal electoral districts (2003 Representation Order) and their linked postal codes®M to the new
federal electoral districts (2013 Representation Order), transferring the postal code®M linkages. The
conversion process was accomplished using 2011 Census Dissemination Blocks and a best fit
methodology for dissemination blocks that were found in more than one federal electoral district.
During the conversion process, in cases where dissemination blocks overlapped two or more federal
electoral districts (2013 Representation Order), a complete allocation was made of the

Postal codes “M linked to more than one federal electoral district, 2013
Representation Order

As is the case with the 2013 version of the standard product Postal Codes®™ by Federal Ridings

the magnitude of overlap.

The 'weight' estimates the proportion of the population of a postal code®M that resides within each
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weight is estimated using the address ranges in the service area of the postal code®M. If necessary,
the weights for a postal code®™ are normalised and adjusted using the single link indicator variable
in the PCCF so that the sum of weights equals 1.0.

Table 1
Postal codes M by federal ridings file, special issue
record layout

Position Size Type1 Description

1 6 C Postal code®M

7 5 C Federal electoral district code

12 56 C Federal electoral district name - English
68 56 C Federal electoral district name - French
124 1 C Unique link

125 3 C Weight

1 The field type 'C' refers to both alphabetic and numeric characters.
Table 2

Comparison summary of postal codes OM linked to 2003 federal electoral districts
and 2013 federal electoral districts

Number of federal electoral Postal codes °Mto 2003 Postal codes °Mto 2013
districts federal electoral districts federal electoral districts

1 838,842 839,629
2 4,155 2,602
3 304 779
4 34 145
5 3 129
6 7 61
Total multiple linkages (2 to 6 4,503 3,716

federal electoral districts)

References

For more information on the standard product Postal Codes®M by Federal Ridings File, 2003
Representation Order, refer to its reference guide.

For more information on the Postal Code®™ Conversion File, refer to its reference guide.
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