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Published by Authority of the Fon. W. D. Euler, M.P.,
Minister of Trade and Commerce

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS - CANADA
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE

FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES IN CANADA

FAMILY COMPCSITION IN RELATION TO URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES
(A preliminary analysis)

SUMMARY

A recent survey of urban wage-earner family living costs made by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics shows that many factors affect expenditures for living needs. The
amount of family income is generally considered the dominant influence, but income in turn
1s related to the age of the principal breadwinner, and the numbers and ages of children
also affect the character of family living expenditures. Despite this, there appeared
to be no general tendency in urban wage-earner families of British origin for the number
of children to increase in the higher family income groups, although in French families
the average number of children was larger at higher income levels. In both racial origin
groups, amounts spent per person declined as the number of children in the family in-
creased. Average expenditure per person dropped from $516 in British families with one
child to $212 in households with five children, Corresponding averages for French fami-
lies were $397 and $219. All budget groups contributed to this decline, with food outlay
per person falling from $127 to $74 for British femilies and from $109 to $75 for Fremch
families with one mnd five or more children respectively.

A different picture was obtained when expenditure records were classified
according to the age of the father to examine relations between expenditures and the
lengthening life of the family. The number of children per family tended to increase un-
t1l the father's age was somewhere between 45 and 54, and amounts spent per person on food
and clothing increased slightly as the age of the father moved upward into that range.
This was associated with a more rapid rise in income than in numbers of children at pro-
gressive age levels of the father. Among the British families in the survey, income rose
from ean average of $1,319 in cases where the father's age was between 25 and 34 to $1,541
where ages ranged from 45 to 54 years, In the next ten-year age period, average family
income dropped back to $1,451, and average numbers of children per family decreased from
2.5 to 2.3. Total expenditures per person declined slightly from $378 in families where
fathers' ages were between 25 and 34 to $358 for families with fathers between 55 and 64
years of age,

Analyses of records for living expenditure tendencies related to numbers of
children and the length of time the family had been formed, did not reveal the existence
of a "typical" family. Families with one child under 13 years, or with two children from
4 to 12 years apparentlypossess some claim to this title, but contrary to popular opinion,
families with three children form a definite minority. The tendency already noted, for
income to increase as the family life span lengthened was apparent in family groups with
the same number of children. The earnings of older children were partly responsible for
this increase. TFor families with the same number of children, expenditures on food and
clothing mounted as the family life span extended but not by the full amount of the in-
come increase. FHousing and household furnishing expenditures actually declined as the
number of children increased. Most other budgetary outlays showed very little relation
either to rising income or the lengthening family life span, Apparently a wide diversity
in consumer tastes exists, which is scattered fairly evenly among "non-necessity" expendi-
tures such as recreation, transportation, and savings.

INTRODUCTORY

Although income 1s of basie importance in any study of family living expendi-
ture, variations in income do not provide a complete explanation of differences in family
living expenditure patterns. Expenditures for food, clothing, and housing are necessarily
affected by the number of persons in the family. They are affected to some extent also by
the ages of the family members; changes in the age of parents influence their attitude
towards savings, outlays for recreation, etc. The importance of the factors cited above,
viz., changes in income, persons in the family, and their ages, may be assessed by study-
ing living expenditure tendencies when other factors ere held constant, and differences
in expenditure patterns are examined in relation to variations in these factors separately.
Such studies of terdency may be related, also, to typical as well as average conditions
of income, family size, age, etc. It is desirable to have a clear cut picture of living
expendlture patterrs of the more numerous family types which are to be found in the com-
munity. In the following pages, living expenditure records are shown grouped according
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to three'principles of classification with a view to examining the relationships between
living expenditures and the fastors in family composition noted above, viz., number of
children in the ramily, age of the father and principal types of families.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Family composition---3i composite of factors including the conjugal condition
of the family heads, number of persons in the family, their ages, sex, ete.

Family living expenditure patterns--a percentage statement of the proportions
of total living expenditure devoted to various family requirements, such as food, cloth-
ing, housing, recreation, etc.

Family life span--the number of years the femily has been formed. Lengthen-
ing of the family life span is associated with increasing earnings, larger numbers of
children, a greater proportion of home owners, and other factors affecting living expendi-
ture patterns.

Family type--In the present bulletin this term relates primarily to the
numbers of children in the family, and to certain age groups for children which occur
most commonly. In other respects families in the survey were all of the same general
type. The chief bread winner was a wage-earner and total family earnings ranged from
$450 to $2,500 per year. All families had been entirely self-supporting during the sur-
vey year, which ended September 30, 1938. Both parents were present in the home with
one or more children and in some cases there was also one lodger or a domestic.

Income--All income references in this bulletin are to net incoms.

Income Expenditure
Net
'-_'Earnings of all family members Outlays for commodities and services re-
Value of payments in kind quired for family living
Income from investments
Other cash Savings
Bank
Gross Investments
Loans and credit outstanding Life insurance
(for purchases in the survey Re-payment of old debts
year only) (considered as saved from current
Reductions in bank savings and income)

investments
Yalue of trade-in allowances

The following list will give an indication of the more important items enter-
ing into expenditure averages in tables presented. Families were asked to report total
costs of all purchases during the survey year.

Food and clothing--all such purchases for the family.

Fousing--interest, repairs, taxes, insurance for owners. Rent and water
taxes for tenants. Capital expenditure on the home included down payments on new homes,
and the cost of additions, but not repairs.

Fousehold operation--ice, telephone, laundry, domestic help.

Furniture--in addition to furniture, textile furnishings, chinaware, electri-
cal and kitchen equipment.

Fealth--medical care, dentists, glasses, etc.

Personal care--toilet articles, barber, heirdresser.

Transportation--all fares, bicycles, motor cars--new purchases and current

costs.
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Recreation--newspapers, periodicals, etc., entertainment admissions, hobby
expenses.

Savings--1life insurance, bank balance increases, investments, re-payment of
debts incurred prior to the survey year. Against savings must be balanced credit and
loans outstanding at the end of the survey year for purchages during that period.

Children's education and vocation--tuition, board, professional and union

dues.

Community welfare and gifts--church and charitable contributions, personal
taxes, gifts to persons outside the family.

NUMBERS OF CEILDREN IN RELATION TO FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES

The recent Dominion Bureau of Statistics survey of family living expenditures
showed different relationships between family expenditure and numbers of children per
family in families of British and French origin. There appeared to be a significant
relationship between the rise in average expenditure levels of two children British wage-
earner families over those with one child, but average expenditures for two, three and
four children families showed only minor differences, and averages for five children
families dropped back sharply to very near the one child family expenditure level. Aver-
age expenditures of French families covered by the survey moved steadily upward as the
number of children increased.

The average annual smount of expenditure (including savings) for 1,135 British
families was $1,590, and the corresponding figure for French families was $1,469. Aver-
age expenditures of British femilies with one child and five children fell below $1,550,
while in families with two, three, and four children expenditure averages tended to ex-
ceed $1,600. For French families, however, expenditure mounted from an average of
$1,190 per year fcr families with one child, up to $1,774 per year for those with five or
more children.

Families in the English and French groups were of essentlally the same type.
The average age of the father was 41 years for British families and 39 for French families.
Differences in the father's age associated with racial origin were greatest in the one
and two child family groups, but the average difference in no group exceeded four years,

Proportions of expenditure devoted to various budget groups reflected clearly
the influence of differences in the number of children per family. The proportion of ex-
penditure upon foods in the British group mounted steadily from 24.6 per cent for one
child families to 35.1 per cent for families with five children. The proportions for
clothing showed a more moderate rise from 9.6 per cent to 11.2 per cent between the same
groups. These increases were balanced by falling proportions devoted to housing, furni-
ture, transportation, recreation, and savings. Similar differences could be observed in
the distribution of expenditures for French families, although these were modified slightly
by the fact that in this group average family income tended to be larger as the number of
children increased. Proportions of expenditure upon food mounted from 27.4 per cent for
families with one child to 34.0 per cent for families with five or more children. Corres-
ponding clothipg percentages increased from 10,3 per cent to 13.8 per cent. These in-
creases were balanced by lower proportions allocated to housing, furniture, recreation,
and savings, as in the British group.

The relation between number of children per family and living expenditures is
perhaps most clearly apparent when the latter are reduced to average amounts spent per
person. Such figures show pronounced decreases in practically all cases as the number of
children increase. For example, expenditures per person on foods dropped from $127 for
femilies of British origin with one child to $74 for families with five children. Corres-~
ponding amounts for shelter were $96 and $33. These decreases coincided with a reduction
in the number of rooms per person from 1.5 to 0.8. Clothing averages in the one child and
five child family groups were $49 and $24 per person respectively. Similarly, in the case
of French families average amounts per person spent on foods dropped from $109 for femi-
lies with one child to $75 for families with five or more children. Average amounts for
housing also declined from $76 to $33 while the corresponding numbers of rooms per person
fell from 1.3 to 0.7. Clothing averages fell from $41 to $30 per person in the same
groups. Pronounced decreases in average amounts spent per person were also discernible
for health care, transportation and recreation in the larger family groups.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILIES IN RELATION TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY

= — —_— T e e

. - i = e
Racizl Origin cceececvosccs 1,135 British Families ' 211 French Families
| Tl 1 * SRR ) | P i
Number of Children .oc-no- <! = 2 3 g s 5 | Families . . 8 4 9 Tni b
! ; Ll 4 (2-3) i ] (3.9
o et T TR LN RS T Bl e T
Number of Families coocsoc.n| 343 382 i 245 ! 116 49 | 1,135 '} 45 38 | 49 31 477 211
- SRS L SR W NN ol B L i T
! i ! , I !
Averago IBMGOMS e« ov . od scos- i $1,398 §1,43¢ | W1.445 ; $1,432 | $1,577 | $1,493 } $1.075 $1,165 | $1,31% | 81,496 | $1.560 | $1,316
: ! ' i s f '
Average Age of Father »«-.: | 39 40 42 43 | &4 41 b 35 34 39 45 42 39
l E I
Number of Rocums per Person. 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.9 | 0.8 1a2 1.3 1.1 | 1.0 0,9 4 007 0.9
Percentage of Families in %
Owned Homes ceccouooe 32:4 32-5 31l.4 31.0 3040 32.0 4.3 10,5 4.1 3¢2 8¢5 6.2
Percentage of Families with
Mot or cars ceccoansss 36.4 3601 30.6 25.9 20.4 33.3 10.1 13.2 1202 65 64 1000
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DISTRIBUTION OF UR34N WAGE-EARNER FALILY LIVING EXPENDITURES ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY
(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938)
CETO IR S British Families French Families
Number of Children per Family ......... 3 2 3 4 S Average 1 2 | 3 1 5 Average
and over (2.3) and over (3.2)
Number of Families .............. dodean 343 382 245 116 49 1,185 46 38 49 31 47 20
$ $ | # $ $ $ $ 8 % $ $ $

Hood & vSaEii.c ISl sY o oo lo ga oot ohee oraroeNoth oFexs 381 426 459 510 534 433 326 380 436 475 604 445
Housing SRe e’ o ono B Von Mo o o) « (s 515 oyoner T PRI 287 287 253 265 239 278 228 237 234 263 267 245
Capital Expenditure on Home ........... 18 13 7 2 0 9 0 3 0 0 0 il
Fupl S IREEL 5 i oo .t .iiiwih don DB LhC o C o 91 103 105 aLiL1 | 100 101 54 65 79 /il 82 7l
Clothing . eflepal Shoks olliin. 5 hptpe o oo ueliy AN Sl 148 163 167 174 170 160 123 (s, 7/ 168 160 245 174
Household Operation .........c.00... 0o 30 30 28 27 2L 29 2ik 30 26 rAT 24 25
LT R B, Sl = Bats S 9% 85 4 63 92 116 117 115 99 124 115
L %) 3 [ B BNy T el ol 67 65 76 52 63 67 54 66 60 86 61 64
Reansanal 0806 .. .....cc0000.00. Y ox ML 24 25 25 25 22 24 16 20 23 21 26 22
PR T R b MU 30 g5 86 69 59 %8 5] 8¢ i 556 50 45
R o 98 96 3 80 79 93 61 75 80 64 84 73
e R T e T R 145 165 140 142 125 150 121 126 15% 133 148 138
Children's Fducation & Vocation .. L5, 2L 23 3C 9 21, Jig) 24 20 34 34 24
Community Welfare & Gifts ............. A4 46 35 38 29 42 24 24 31 ad 25 27

SR - R R R B e 1,543 B 1,584 ILAERE, 1S5 1,59 }l,l90 1,386 |1,468 (1,523 | 1,774 1,469
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF URBA!N WAGE-EARNER LIVING EXPENDITURES ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY

(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938)

pn W T L R i B BFEESR R PR L - TIEG . ke i, i e S R PR RS
T N S R R . i Eritish “mpilies French Families
el g= : | " - e e e s - h

' |
Number of Ckiidrsn per Femily .......... l 3 2 : ) ! 40 5 verage 1L 2 B 4 ) Aversgzs

i ; ' land over| (2.5) and over (3.2)
e o i e e e e e e e et e <3 = I I W | S ARttt | SO |
Nempeaengl Hemilies . aadee 10 e e s slnie o e 7 343 | 382 T 245 b T 13 29 1 EEs 46 38 49 31 47 il
. e pid Tl (TSNS SRSl SR e g e » " ;
1.0 ) JP R P.C Do 1 pids DG p.C. p-c. p.c. p.c #.cl

po ol 5ok o T =0 e W, S0 o 24 .5 2501 | ppia B0 &2 .5 S ZAED a4 34 2 29.7 Sl .2 34 .0 30 .3

l
Homsatnbde b o b oi b o' s s "onislon® A5 [5 Mo Ior sTone s 18.6 17 .6 16 .0 A& 5 (531 1% i 19.1 k7,0 15 .9 3T RE) 15.0 3.6
Capital Expernditure on Home SFeRtoRs opain L7 .8 22 A, ) %) l 0 ol 0 0 0 ol
ENENNana@BAaiitl L. . D0 cstane ol i A e SIS 6.3 5.6 GRS 6.5 6.3 4.5 4.7 5.4 5.0 4.7 4.8
(0 1100) o) 1L T e N R N M~ T iy LT S St 10.G 1@ 5 Bkl 7 il g2 YD il e 10 35 L2yt e 10.5 13.8 diii9
Housohold Oparabion , csn i hsfieessas. 2 1.9 A5E L7 1.6 1.4 SE) 1.8 2.2 547 aig'; 1.4 107
MIEIIREIERE oimye snel'e oo bl sue o3 shila aragons = SRR R - xa . 6%S DRNC Skl 5.8 4.1 5.8 9.8 (15 7S 619 7/ 30) 748
EIEEMERN b TA el s JUMT B BB Nt G, 4.3 4.0 4.8 &) 4.1 4.2 4.6 4.8 4.1 527 3.4 4.3
Personal cwe ® % @ 0 P 0 2 s 2 et e sNe e o - 1.6 105 106 1'5 105 1‘6 1'4 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.5 1.5
e NS BOTVAGH O, Nelag, Sle e rekilsie o ioks sislofs oo o o o o i | 5.8 5.4 4.3 Sia9 LS a9 3.8 2. % 3.6 £0) Sleill
Recreation ...cceeveveceocens S el te O C (53, 5] 5.9 5.9 4.9 5.2 5.9 5.1 5.4 £5) (1) 4.2 4.7 5,0

|
SAVINGS .eevnvnn.s P a1 Hol 8.8 8.8 | 8.2 9.4 10.2 9.1 | 10.7 8.8 8.3 9.4
- - 1.6

Children's Education & Vocation ........ 3 53 1.6 NS 14 1.8 o) L 1.3 2.2 3.9
Community Welfare & Gifts ....ccccv0neee 2.8 2.8 2.2 2.4 1) 216 2.0 127 o1l Lot 1.4 JEA L]
Total Expenditure .....ccecceeee e St et 100.0 100.0 I 100.0 100.0 5 100.0 ! 100.0 100.0 100.0 {100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

! ] ; ! !
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CANADIAN U:BAN WAGE-EARNER FALILY EXPENDITURES

IN RELATION [Q AGE OF IS FATEER

The age of the father provides & useful bagis for classifying
family expenditure recordr to exemine changirng family cireumstances as the life
span extends. For bhls reascn expenditure records Irom the 1,185 wage-earner
femilies of British origin have voen sz;eq'ﬂl or ana.ysis into four groups in
which the father’s age moves rrogressively nigher. 'len vear intervals were used
for this purpose, and pracitically all recoerds fell within the four ten-year
periods between 25 and 64 years.

Income rose from $i.31Y in the Lowest group to & veak of $1,541
where fathers' ages rangeé frxom 45 12 54 yesrs aad then Gropped back o $1,451
in the highest group inciluded. lespite thisc feeline in inccme, there was g
sharp rise in the proportion of families with mstcr cars in the highest age
group, that coincided with an intercuption in the increasing size of family.
Average numbers of children in successively highex gige Eiwuns were, 1.9,02.45
2.5, and 2.3 regpectiveiy, The average numder of rooms per perscn remalned
almost staticnary at 1.2 ia all Tour groups. waile merchandise debts cutstand-
ing at the end of the survey yeur dropped 3texdily from an everazge of $92 in
the lowest age group to $3& per Pamlly A0 She hilsus st

2 rouns showed
luulng food,
shelter, clothing, tramsporizzion, savings and chaildren’s edioe ion, famlxy
expenditures averaged s cre.ﬁ*veuy higner im the first two ov Lhree age groups
and then moved gradually dcwiwerd egain. Feor fuel and comnenity welfare, aver-
age family expenditures ruse steadily ae the ege of 4ne father increased. This
rise in the case of fuel was associzicd witsi reagse in vhe number of rooms

Famlly ezpenditure patisrne a% progressive aize
noteworthy differences. For certain tvpes of expenditure irn

ngn

(B Y

- WL

o o

per dwelling in pregressive aze gioung.  For fuen tx:eg heaith and recreation,
expenditure averages moved lcwer as She fasier’s sge advanced. while for house-
hold operating costs and personzi care thera wag no oogerveble relationship be-
tween emount of family expenditure and the fatheris *;¢‘

The increasing amounts spenl per family uron such necessities as
food and clothing were parslleled by more moderate incresses in amounts spent per
person. Progressive increasss in average «inounts spent per person in the family
for food and fuel were associaved with denvezses in expendiiures per person for
housing, furniture, health costs and recreaticn. Average expeaditures per
person for clothing and pevscual care remuined shout the same in all four age
groups. Average amounts feo *1°h°9u-ra,lun and gavings were rairly consistent
in the age ranges vetwsen 25 and 54, Lut dropped noticeadly above that level.







CHARACTERISTICS OF BRITISH URBAN WAGE-RARNER FAMILIES IN RELATION TO THE FATHER'S AGE

At ORI g e 6 - ove = 5 s M o s 1 ¢ e - o s . 25 - 34 35 - 44 45 - 54 55 - Total*
Number of Bamilies ......idteesesscdocabocss 307 472 294 46 1,135
Characteristics

Averasge Annual Family INCODE .euveceerecoses $1,319 $1,471 $1,541 $1,451 81,443
Number of Children per Family ........cc.... l..9 2l 28 2.3 Do
Number of Rooms per Persoll ...c.ccceceeceses 5 D [ 2 Ol% 7 1.3 532
Percent age of Femilies in Owned Homes ...... 16 .6 3l .4 46 .3 5615 32 .0
Percentage of Families with Motor Cars ..... 27 7 35 .8 37 .4 2815w 33 .3

|
d

X3 Families with father less than 25, and 3 with father more than 64 yeers of age.
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BRITISH URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENII TIRES ACCORDING TO FATHER'S AGE

(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938)

Age GIroups scccecsssscocsscescancesns 25 - 34 35 - 44 i 45 - 54 | 55 - 64 ; 25 - 34 35 - 44 45 - 54 55 - 64
! |
Number of Families escsvscsesccesoscas 307 472 i 294 ' 46 SO % 472 294 46
:
Fxpenditure = “ollars %. Percentage of Total Expendi ture
T S e SR S T 387 437 473 463 ﬁ 2622 | 2649 281 | 30.1
Housing esececsacssceccoscvescscessen 272 290 ! 265 236 ] 18.4 ' 17.9 15.8 ; 15.4
Capital Expenditure on Home eececesss 8 11 g 8 6 .6 é o7 ) ; od
Fuel and Light ssesmaesscncesesscesnc 88 104 é 107 124 ? 6.0 i 64 6e3 ; 8.0
G GR 4. 5c0seibiuh o sl w sk P ov Simiass 140 165 | 178 157 | 905 10.2 1005 i 1002
Household Operation sccosecesessocons 28 30 28 27 f 1.9 1.9 haw ] R
PR, St s o sesois s 5014 o e 103 91 84 92 E 6.9 5.6 500 60
Health ecscecoesscssosvocccasasoanans 69 65 68 63 ; 4.7 4.0 4.0 4.1
IRenscnonl [Ganrio) ototsiafeitolsyaatolehe sl toisls 1o o 23 25 25 24 ! 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.5
Transportation escececesscessoceccens 86 95 102 75 ; 5.8 59 6.0 4.9
RieCRBaLEON < o/« slorcioiore sisic sieic/s/0 5ialeis/6 » creo 98 92 95 70 6.7 57 566 446
Savings esccsecessesevcesernccssssncns 128 154 170 128 Be7 9.5 10.1 803
Children's Education and Vocation ses 9 18 3 25 o6 1.1 202 1.6
Community Welfare and Gifts ceeceeccses 36 43 45 49 2e5 246 2:7 362
Total Expenditure coccecsscsesevcsans 1,475 1,620 1,685 1,539 b 100-0 . 100.0 1000 | 1C60-0

Xal
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FAMILY TYPES IN RELATION TO LIVING EXPENDITURES

Certain kinds of family expenditure problems may be concerned not only
with broad averages of living expenditures, but with those of different types of fami-
lies in the community, and with the proportions of each type which are to be found.
The 1,135 British family records have been grouped, therefore, according to family
types to exemine expenditure patterns produced by this arrangement. Insufficient data
were available for French families and those of other racial origin for this kind of
classification.

After considerable testing, the following groups of families were selected
for expenditure analysis, ineluding 1,047 of the 1,135 records in the sample. The
number and ages of children formed the basis of classification according to family type.
No distinction was made between the sexes of the children. It should be noted that
by excluding from the sample householdswithout children, the largest single group of
wage~earner femilies was omitted.

Distribution of British Wage-Earner Families According to Type

Number
Type of Cases
iR Chilld-+~Ago+-(a) Up 50 O FOAPE ... « sisviec s omis ilossossalsamonssssseesass 118
e P P 145
(O R SR« 5 . 4 TR 54 b Bl oD e & G o TR o 80
i Ghiddroli--tgas—~{n] tWoO AP VO 3 FRABE" 5.0 ws sisises s § /4 o & omw'al s ovie o ivos o 24
(b) one,up to 3, and one, 4 -~ 12 YEATS severvesese 92
(). TG S - N BORDE w3 Ea Bie . lep bl o oo o o B o o 105147
(d) one, 4 - 12, and one, 13 = 18 YEAIS ccccvoovss 63
[9)) T, Al =B BRAEE. . . hlbashloaalh oo vooos o sdlome 46
(f) one,13 - 18, &nd one, 19 oX OVeI secsisscansans 28
Three Children--Ages--(a) two,up to 3 years, and one 4 - 12, or
one,up to 3, and two 4 - 12 ye&ars ...evecee. 59
() Shdee; & — 18 yRADE & v dBmias qes ¢ - 2 ekt 3] I B 37
(c) two, 4 - 12, and one 13 - 18 YEArS eeeeceses 41
() one, 4 - 12, and two, 13 - 18 YEATS «..osca. 36
(e) three, 13 - 18 or
two, 13 - 18 and one, 19 or over, or
ene,; 13 - 18 and two, 19 o OVer c.écseconss 26
(f) one; 4 - 12, one,13 - 18, one 19 or over,or
one,up %o 3,one, 4 - 12, one, 13 - 18,...... 30
Four Children--Ages-~(a) four,up to 18 years, with not more than
20 W 2 DRILT | BT 6 ot O g )0, O 4 LSRN 50
(b) four over 12 with not more than two under 18. 61

TCItal 6 o ® PO IE I EI S EEIPEE PN PAPEOPEEN LA S StOIS NI ECD A 1,047

FAMILY ATTRIBUTES ACCORDING TO TYPES

The successive sub-groups for each number of children in Table
represent a lengthening of the family life span, with the exception of the miscellaneous
(f) group with three children. It is epparent from casual inspection that none of the
sub-groups selected has much claim to the term "typical". PFurther examination will re-
veal also that some of the distinctions between sub-groups are too fine to reveal sig-
nificent differences in family living expendfturs patterns. Eowever, they show quite
clearly the relation between the lengthening family life span and increasing family in-
come, Earnings of the father generally increase until the late forties, and there is
a marked rise in the earnings of other family members in the family types with children
beyond the adolescent stage. The miscelleneous age group with three children would in-
dicate that the age concentration of children in the family may also be related to
family circumstances. This group includes children renging all the way from infancy
to complets maturity. Although family income is higher in this group than in any other,
the proportion supplied by the father is considerably larger than in the more concen-
trated age groups-with the same number of children. The father's age tends to be less
than in types where all three children are close to maturity, and the proportion of
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e )
families living in owned homes and operating motor cars is lower in the miscellaneous ()
group than in most other three children family types.

Selected family types appeared to be associated with significant differences
in ineome in all except three pairs of sub-groups, and in each of these cases the average
ages of the father were closely comparable also. The sub-groups in question were as

follows:
Family Average Age

Group Sub-Group Income of Father

2 Children - one up to 3 and one 4 - 12 yEATS cvevevsseavescess 1,492 KE)
-tWO, 4-12 yeal‘s 8 P eSO LEN PP EOLECEEIOEOLELIEIACOEREBOIOIOE NN 1,436 37

2 Children = One, 4 -~ 12, one 15 - 18 yearS LR RN R B B RN R SN NI 'Y 1,527 4‘5
—'CWC, 13“18 YBBI‘S L R I B O NI N R NN S S RN 1,549 46

3 Children - one or two up to 3, and one or two 4 - 12 years .. b sn ) 36
—thl‘ee, 4-12 yeaI‘S S S0 s 0BG eR et TS IE IR ERDY e 1,323 37

In child groups with the same number of children, the proportion of femilies
1iving in owned homes increased steadily as the life span extended, but there was very
little evidence of a corresponding tendency related to motor car ownership. Rising in-
comes associated with longer life spans for families with the same number of children
were not accompenied by any regular increase in car ownership. There was a slight in-
creasing tendency towards car ownership in the earlier stages of the life span, and a de-
clining tendency in the later stages, although income increased steadily in progressive
stages. The increase in home ownership noted above was accompanied by a slight increase
in the average number of rooms per person as the family life span lengthened.

LIVING EXPENDITURES IN RELIATION TO FAMILY TYPES

Income for British families showed no general tendency to move higher as the
number of children increased but within each sub-group with the same number of children,
1t has been noted that income advanced steadily as the life span of the family lengthened,
This wes accompanied in some of the more important budget groups by actual decreases in
average expenditure per family. Current housing costs provided the most outstanding ex-
ample of this tendency. Family average housing expenditures tended to decrease slightly
as the life span lengthened, and quite definitely as the number of children inereased.
This was due in some measure to the increasing proportion of home owners as numbers of
children and the family life span increesed. Current housing expenditures for owners
averaged lower than for temants.* The same tendencies noted for housing were apparent
also in expenditures for furniture and other household equipment. Food and clothing ex-
penditures inereased as the number of children increased, and also with the lengthening
1life span for femily types with the same number of children. Similar tendencies of much
less marked proportions could be observed in fuel expenditure averages, apparently related
to gradually increasing numbers of rooms per family. No clear cut trends were discernible
in other family budget groups of major importance, including health, transportation,
recreation, and savings. It is of interest that food and clothing were the only importent
expenditure groups showing a pronounced response to rising income coinciding with the
lengthening life span. These are ordinarily considered as "necessity" budget groups which
are affected by increasing income to a smaller degree than other less fundamental needs.
The steady rise in food and clothing expenditures for family types representing successive-
ly longer life spans presumably is partly related to physical needs. These two groups,
however, do not account for all the increase in income as the life span extends. This
fact considered in relation to the absence of trend in other expenditures groups may be
taken to indicate a considerable diversity of consumer preferences for "non-necessities".
The influence of the extending family life span and increasing numbers of children upon
"necessity" expenditures may be observed in the accompanying comparison of family types
paired to give rough equality of income averages. Expenditures for food were considerably
greater for the larger family types, end clothing expenditures reflected the same tendency
in lesser degree.

Average Food Clothing
Family Type Income Expendi ture Expenditure

SRS, up t0 & FEBES saciisessovencihonenesonce Sl A7 $ 364 9 158

Three children, two 4 - 12, one 13 - 18 years eeveees 1,378 471 158

REGNChINdnen ;. up £0.'3 VOETE! ol oladhoieia st cidies aroieiiioie s o ofe 1,348 394 142
3

Four children, up to 18, not more than one abo;g&%s‘.. 1,362 472 148

TWO ehildren, 13"18 yeaI‘S LR R I R R R N I NI I I NN Y 1,549 456 168
Four children, all over 12 years, not more than two

nNNACTIMIEETOENS)| Saravdtiale W6 o o s .50 082 538 198

FWithin the limits of the survey sample, housing facilities for tenants were somewhat
more complete than for owners, Tenant housing expenditures also contain an element of
fuel costs which are treated separately for owners.
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FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS IN RELATION TO EARNIIGS CF THE FATHER AND CTHER FAMILY MEMBERS IN DIFFEKE

N -

ENT TYPES OF FAMILIES

e e e e et = S T e e et —— e o —— e SRS T TR T T T
One Child Two Childrea 'I‘hree Children Four ‘hildren
Fpmljf e - . r-* R T | = P B | Tl T X 7 ) ] = il
13 i 1 t 4 ) ' H 4 o e ) ; i ! M
(For key to family typa, ia)i R}l fedd (adi (b¥] fe)i (&Yt te)l 23l ta)l (Y] (e} ! (@i fe)| ()] (a)i (®)
see page 1() ] ' : : 4 == ' : ‘ +
i e e = T B Lk | [ : o R el ™ i it T i i
; 1 i :
Number of Casas ....cc... D) 145 23 21 I 924 117 i 6% 8 22 59 S 4] ! 36 26 30 50 ' 81.
! ! { i L i Al
== o — e 1 g T ¥ 0
{ ! i
Source of Incore 1 ! i .
i i | f
RSN . v ol - el BaBER ] DpB0R a8 § 1,500 | 1,380 RS0 § T4 1,430 | 4,580 t IEmEs 1 1eR7E 11,302 1 i,55¢ 1 EE2 il i A08y I, 55 I, 3569
Other Family Members .... 27 4€ 48 7 i8: 23 39 e 207 H ‘ 26 490 ' 47 214 NS 8 134
0 7= 5 R0 5 I = 25 38 73 31 45 62 78 o 83 > 22 35 89 53 60 5 75
; i
TEGIaNE TIARAS i . o i ot b il LA - U=SGE [ N A8 4 E5giii Tl A58 [ 1,430 ;1,587 |1,549 | 1,660 1,327 [1,323 |1,378 1,472 11,629 | 1,677} 1,382 ¢ 1,58 t""
t :’ | ;
e s T i SO T " k, . = = 1
Fauily Characteristics ‘ ! '
d t
Age of Fathor o:-ceecveos. (G (G 49 22 26 37 45 45 S 35 4] 45 47 49 47 32 | 4%
Reoms per Person ...... e 1LES s iss 1L 2] 52 1.2 i3 R3S 1,55 139 JL ) 16} B 1842 Ll O L0
Percentage of Families
in Owned Homes ......... 16, SIS GIEE7 (5} esD) 8.9 23 .9 | 18RI E9NT SOIL 1 ZORIMFE6NS |- A8 9l 46 S BB8LY || 462 86 .71 2CheN| R0
Percentage of Families
with Motor Cars ........ 3% .4| 37.2 SBJON 158.3 29400 ISR IBNI 42 .9 1N 2819 d9L.SF 287 | Pt NE 38.9| 30.8| 30.0] 26.0| 26.2
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BRITISH URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES ACCORDING TO FAMILY TYPES

(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938)

e - =
o A e S One Uhild | Two Children Three Children Four ;hildren
R fanily. typa; S5 pagsid @ ® @ @ O © @] @] O] @] G| © @] e O @] ©
Number of Families esecesceecssessesceacs| 118 145 80 24 o2 " 197 63 46 22 59 37 41 36 26 30 50 61

. : Expendituresx in(Dollars
Foog) e iaiararslolaie s o s'o.n 5 sl ala, s ots/els sisis/sla soloNelofe 364 379 409 394, 409 412 448, 456 474 ¢ 405 421 471 476| 518 55 472 588
Housing seessceececscscacnssscssescacses| 298| 290f 269 279 290 290| 294| 286| 42| =256f 250| 229| =245| 278| 249 266 262
Capital Expenditure on Home cecseesvsces 14 5 16 0 5 20 16 24 0 2 3 0 6 23 0 2 2
Fuel and Light ececcsecccscscssssssocanes 86 89! 104f 100 971 1004 2206{ 2111| 1m8 99| 102 97} NG | kaf- 313 106 13
Clothing eccesescosssascssvncccencaansesl 135{( 152] 158] 142 138| 167} 184| 168| 193| 136| 143| 158{ 177| =221| 196 146 198
Household Operation esscecascessescacnse = 29 26 3l 33 32 24 217 38 34 25 18 16 32 29 30 25
Furniture cescceesscssnvesssscscssasncsel 116 91 80f 124| 106| 103 74 91 78 90 62 90 94 74 87 94 97
HEENSHi [Sstslotnls) <916 ¢.ols¢ Slols 5 Bro o oloraisieiPlereis o ald 72 59 73L 91 81 55 - 68 55 87 58 75 64 89 76 o’ 53
Person@l CAre eecesccecscsscecssssessassce 23 25 24 23 24 25 26 25 30 23 28 22 25 29 28 23 26
Transportation seceesseccscoccssvccscsce 8687 11& 119y 75| 108 87 95 79] 112 70 50 80 691 123| 122 53 85
Recreation eceescescsccsssecsvevscecanene 9% s 87 81| 102 86| 106| 104 80 89 8l 68f 112] 105{( 110 = 87
SAVings secsscscscccevcccscsscossencssee] 1531 134 153t 141} 179 146| 169| 177| 190} 140| 146} 138 157| 130| 154 122 158
Children's Education and Vocation eeeees 6 14 28 4 9 18 34 29 46 8 16 36 22 36 30 17 42
Cﬁmmunity'welfare and Gifts eeescscevces 45 39 52 43 39 50 52 36 72 31 29 38 33 32 50 35 40
Total Expenditure eseceescesesceccscesess!l,540(1,527 1,598I1,528 1,619/ 1,591(1,682]1,681 |1,728 |1,470|1,410|1,520(1,611 |1,808|1,759 1,489 | 1,726
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BRITISH URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES ACCORDING TO FAMILY TYPES
(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938)

Family Type 0 PLoete £O0VLIGITNGETIPOCAEOOLEIEND B OG One Child Wo C‘nildren Three Childr‘en Four %ildren

(For key to family types, see page 10

()| )] )] =) ®] (d)| (o) (N)] (=)' (V)] (c)| (d)| (e)f ()] (a)| ()

Number of Families 00 0EPeEBIRE00RODEESGE SO 118 14‘5 80 24 92 117 63 46 22 59 37 41 36 26 30 50 61

, Expenditure in Percentage ,
FOOd S8R O0CEPOT DB P00 ERPCCROOE PR LROSESSIDPEREED 23Q6 24‘.8 2506 2508 2503 2509 26°6| 2761' 2705 2706 29:9 3100 2905 28‘6 2903 3107 3192

HOUSINE ceecocssactcseecnrcsnssencescones | 1904| 19.0| 1609) 1802 | 1749 | 18+43| 17.5] 17.1| 14.0] 17.4| 17.8| 15.1 152} 1564| 140lf 1709 | 15:2
Capital Expenditure on Home eccosessceses «9 23| 1.0 0 e3 1 1.3 «9| lo4 0 o1 02 0 e3| loi 0 .1 ol
Fuel and Light ececsossssceccescerecvoses SB[ 509| 605 605 | 640 | 63| 602] 606 668| 67| T2l 6c4] Tel| 6.2] 6.4 Tel 625
C OB el T o151 o/ 015 #9115 o FoTe STerarorare oo, slereTalalafs fersre 8.8 10.0 9.9 9.3 8¢5 | 20e5| 11.0| 10,0} 11.2 9.2 10e2( 10.4| 11.0] 12.3| 11,1 9.8 114
Hehgehalid Opepation «eccessssessoeseiosss 25l 1,97 "Le8H “Zsl| 2.0 | 2.0 15| Lwe| EE@l 248} 17l 180 el 148 ‘ 1.7 201 105
Furniture cccsseeccsecsuoocscccncsscossns | 7.6| 5.9 5.0f 8c1| 655 605| 4c4| 504| 405| 602] 4.4 5091 58| 4e¢l| 5.0 63 5.6
Health cosececicececancioonconensanncovec | 407| 3.8| 4e6] 6.0| 5.0 | 34| 3.3 4.0| 3.2] 5.9 4.2] 4.9 4.0| 4:9] 4.3 3.4 3.1
POra@ill Jfare < coswe sovonistomecsonvonaae L9 5 2oT]= BBl TS | 15| deb| 105] 151 ER7{l Tes| '1.5] gl WA 19%0%1.6 15 1.5
EFSEaRIFtation oo yornc s nn s coteiBic Pnbaie 6e3| 7ol Tl 4:9] 67 | 55| Heb| 427 JCLF 4.8 Sp5] S.28 L3t 68> 58 346 4,9
INESRCEEEIARE o 0.0% o35 67 s » ¢ oa/s ov's sldalBedad sa 0 6¢3| 6e8f 5e5] 5e¢3 | 603 | 5.4| 63| 6e2| 446] 6.1] 5.8] 4.5} 7T.0] 5.8) 6.3 4.8 501
SBVINGS sececececcansecssrernssenrsncneco | 949! 88| 9.6f 9.2 1121.0| 9.2| 10.1] 10.5] 12.0) 9.5 10.4| 9.1| 9.71 7.2] 8.8 802 9e2
Children's Education and Vocation secececee o4 291 17 3 o6 | lel| 20| 1e7| 267 o5] 1lel] 204 Lled]| 240| 1.7 gl 204

Comunity welfare &nd Gif'ts es s esos PO 209 206 302 2.8 2.4 301 301 202 402 201 2‘0 2’5 2‘1 2'0 2.8 254 203

Toteil- ExBanditare  ssrvams sigyess s s asooe soan 1060 lOOoOflO0.0'h00-0 L00«0 100401000 {10040 (1000 {200+0|100+0{100.0 |100+0 [100.0]100.0 10040 | 1000
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