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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS - CANADA 
DEPARTMT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 

FAMILY LIVING EXPEND17MS IN CANADA 

FAMILY COMPCSITION IN RELATION TO URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES 
(A prelim.txiary analysis) 

SUMMARY 

A recent survey of urban wage-earner family living costs made by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics shows that many factors affect expenditures for living needs. The 
amount of family income is generally considered the dominant influence, but income in turn 
Is related to the age of the principal breadwinner, and the numbers and ages of children 
also affect the character of family living expenditures. Despite this, there appeared 
to be no general tendency in urban wage-earner families of British origin for the number 
of children to Increase In the higher family income groups, although in French families 
the average numbe:c of children was larger at higher income levels. In both racial origin 
groups, amounts spent per person declined as the number of children in the family in-
creased. Average expenditure per person dropped from $516 in British families with one 
child to *212 in households with five children. Corresponding averages for French fami-
lies were $397 and $219. All budget groups contributed to this decline, with food outlay 
per person falling from $127 to $74 for British families and from *109 to $75 for French 
families with one and five or more children respectively 

A different picture was obtained when expenditure records were classified 
according to the age of the father to examine relations between expenditures and the 
lengthening life of the family. The number of children per family tended to Increase un-
til the father's age was somewhere between 45 and 54, and amounts spent per person on food 
and clothing lncr€tased slightly as the age of the father moved upward into that range. 
This was associated with a more rapid rise in Income than In numbers of children at pro-
gressive age levels of the father. Among the British families in the survey, income rose 
from an average of $1,319 In cases where the father's age was between 25 and 34 to $1,541 
where ages ranged from 45 to 54 years. In the next ten-year age period, average family 
Income dropped back to $1,451, and average numbers of children per family decreased from 
2.5 to 2.3. Total expenditures per person declined slightly from $378 in families where 
fathers' ages were between 25 and 34 to $358 for families with fathers between 55 and 64 
years of age. 

Analyses of records for living expenditure tendencies related to numbers of 
children and the length of time the family had been formed, did not reveal the existence 
of a "typical" family. Families with one child under 13 years, or with two children from 
4 to 12 years apparentlypossesa some claim to this title, but contrary to popular opinion, 
families with three children form a definite minority. The tendency already noted, for 
income to Increase as the family life span lengthened was apparent In family groups with 
the same number of children. The earnings of older children were partly responsible for 
this increase. For families with the same number of children, expenditures on food and 
clothing mounted as the family life span extended but not by the full amount of the in-
come increase. Housing and household furnishing expenditures actually declined as the 
number of children increased. Most other budgetary outlays showed very little relation 
either to rising Income or the lengthening family life span. Apparently a wide diversity 
In consumer tastes exists, which Is scattered fairly evenly among "non-necessity" expendi-
tures such as recreation, transportation, and savings. 

INTRODUCTORY 

Although Income is of basie importance In any study of family living expendi-
ture, variations in income do not provide a complete explanation of differences in family 
living expenditure patterns. Expenditures for food, clothing, and housing are necessarily 
affected by the number of persons in the family. They are affected to some extent also by 
the ages of the family members; changes in the age of parents influence their attitude 
towards savings, outlays for recreation, etc. The iitiportance of the factors cited above, 
viz., changes in income, persons in the family, and their ages, may be assessed by study-
ing living expenditure tendencies when other factors are held constant, and differences 
In expenditure patterns are examined in relation to variations in these factors separately. 
Such studies of tendency may be related, also, to typical as well as average conditions 
of income, family size, age, etc. It Is desirable to have a clear cut picture of living 
expenditure patterr.s of the more numerous family types which are to be found in the com-
munity. In the following pages, living expenditure records are shown grouped according 
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to three princip:les of classification with a view to examining the relationships between 
living expenditures and the fa'tors in family composition noted above, viz. 1  number of 
children in the family, age of the father and principal types of families. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Family composition-- : composite of factors including the conjugal condition 
of the family heads, number of persona in the family, their ages, sex, eto. 

Family living expenditure patterns--a percentage statement of the proportions 
of total living expenditure devoted to various family requirements, such as food, cloth-
ing, housing, recreation, etc. 

Family life span--the number of years the family has been formed. Lengthen-
ing of the family life span is associated with increasing earnings, larger numbers of 
children, a greater proportion of home owners, and other factors affecting living expendi-
ture patterns. 

Family type--In the present bulletin this term relates primarily to the 
numbers of children in the family, and to certain age groups for children which occur 
most comiionly. In other respects families in the survey were all of the same general 
type. The chief bread winner was a wage-earner and total family earnings ranged from 
$450 to $2,500 per year. AU families had been entirely self-supporting during the sur-
vey year, which ended September 30, 1938. Both parents were present in the home with 
one or more children and In some cases there was also one lodger or a domestic. 

Income--All income references in this bulletin are to net Income. 

In come 

Net 
Earnings of all family members 
Value of payments in kind 
Income from investments 
Other cash 

Gross 
Loans and credit outstanding 
(for purchases in the survey 

year only) 
Reductions In bank savings and 
Investments 

Value of trade-in allowances 

Expenditure 

Outlays for commodities and services re-
quired for family living 

Savings 
Bank 
Investments 
Life Insurance 
Re-payment of old debts 
(considered as saved from current 

income) 

The following list will give an indication of the more Important item vnter-
Ing into expenditure averages in tables presented. Families were asked to report total 
costs of all purchases during the survey year. 

Food and clothing--all such purchases for the family. 

Eousi--Interest, repairs, taxes, insurance for owners. Rent and water 
taxes for tenants. Capital expenditure on the home included down payments on new homes, 
and the cost of additions, but not repairs. 

Household operation--ice, telephone, laundry, domestic help. 

Furniture--in addition to furniture, textile furnishings, chinaware, electri-
cal and kitchen equipment. 

Health--medical care, dentists, glasses, etc. 

Personal care--toilet articles, barber, hairdresser. 

Trans?ortation--all fares, bicycles, motor cars--new purchases and current 
co8ts. 
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Pecreation---newspapers, periodicals, etc., entertainment admissions, hobby 
expenses. 

a 

4 Savin,s--life insurance, bank balance increases, investments, re-payment of 
debts incurr ed prior to the survey year. Against savings must be balanced credit and 
loans outstanding at the end of the survey year for purchases during that period. 

Children's education and vocation--tuition, board, professional and union 
dues. 

Community welfare and gifts--church and charitable contributions, personal 
taxes, gifts to persons outside the family. 

NBERS OF CI!ILDREN IN RELATION TO FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES 

The recent Dominion Bureau of Statistics survey of family living expenditures 
showed different relationships between family expenditure and numbers of children per 
family In families of British and French origin. There appeared to be a significant 
relationship between the rise in average expenditure levels of two children British wage-
earner families over those with one child, but average expenditures for two, three and 
four children families showed only minor differences, and averages for five children 
families dropped back sharply to very near the one child family expenditure level. Aver-
age expenditures of French families covered by the survey moved steadily upward as the 
number of children increased. 

The average annual amount of expenditure (including savings) for 1,135 British 
families was $1,590, and the corresponding figure for French families was $1,469. Aver-
age expenditures of British families with one child and five children fell below $1,550, 
while in families with two, three, and four children expenditure averages tended to ex-
ceed $1,600. For French families, however, expenditure mounted from an average of 
$1,190 per year for families with one child, up to $1,774 per year for those with five or 
more children. 

Families In the English and French groups were of essentially the same type. 
The average age of the father was 41 years for British families and 39 for French families. 
Differences in the father's age associated with racial origin were greatest In the one 
and two child family groups, but the average difference in no group exceeded four years. 

Proportions of expenditure devoted to various budget groups reflected clearly 
the Influence of differences in the number of children per family. The proportion of ex-
penditure upon foods in the British group mounted steadily from 24.6 per cent for one 
child families to 35.1 per cent for families with five children. The proportions for 
clothing showed a more moderate rise from 9.6 per cent to 11.2 per cent between the same 
groups. These increases were balanced by falling proportions devoted to housing, furni-
ture, transportation, recreation, and savings. Similar differences could be observed in 
the distribution of expenditures for French families, although these were modified slightly 
by the fact that in this group average family Income tended to be larger as the number of 
children increased. Proportions of expenditure upon food mounted from 27.4 per cent for 
families with one child to 34.0 per cent for families with five or more children. Corres-
ponding clothing percentages increased from 10.3 per cent to 13.8 per cent. These In-
creases were balanced by lower proportions allocated to housing, furniture, recreation, 
and savings, as In the British group. 

The relation between number of children per family and living expenditures is 
perhaps most clearly apparent when the latter are reduced to average amounts spent per 
person. Such figures show pronounced decreases in practically all cases as the number of 
children increase. For example, expenditures per person on foods dropped from $127 for 
families of British origin with one child to $74 for families with five children. Corres-
ponding amounts for shelter were $96 and $33. These decreases coincided with a reduction 
In the number of rooms per person from 1.5 to 0.8. Clothing averages In the one child and 
five child family groups were $49 and $24 per person respectively. Similarly, in the case 
of French families average amounts per person spent on foods dropped from $109 for fami-
lies with one child to $75 for families with five or more children. Average amounts for 
housing also declined from $76 to $33 while the corresponding numbers of rooms per person 
fell from 1.3 to 0.7. Clothing averages fell from $41 to $30 per person In the same 
groups. Pronounced decreases in average amounts spent per person were also discernible 
for health care, transportation and rec'eation in the larger family groups. 



i 



CHARACT.&RISTICS OF URBAN V/AGE-EARNER FAMILIES IN RELATION TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FPJiIILY 

RaciL Origin 	 1,135 British Fjnj1jes 	 211 French Families 

	

ALL 	 All 
Number of Childrcn 	1 	2 	 5 	Faiiies 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	iniiios 

Numbor of Families 	343 	382 	245 	116 j 	49 	1,135 	45 	38 	49 	31 	47 	211 

Avrago Income 	5i,392 	$1484• 	.J.44S 	$1d2 	tl,377 	.1,43 	$1..075 	$1,165 	4.1,31.1 I $is 	i5O 	$1316 i- 

Average Age of Father 	39 	0 	42 	43 	41 	3 	34 I 	39 	46 	42 	39 

Number of BOOmS per Person 	l5 	12 

Percentage of Families in 
Owned Homes 	324 	32-5 

Percentage of Families with 
Motor Cars .9o.-ee.*91 	36.4 	36.1  

	

1,0 	09 	0.8 

	

31.4 	31.0 	30.6 

	

30.6 	25.9 	20.4 

1.2 	13 	1.1 	LO 	09 	0.7 	09 

	

32.0 	4.3 
	

10.5 	4.1 
	

3.2 	8.5 
	

6.2 

	

33.3 	10.1 
	

13.2 	12.2 
	

6.5 	6.4 
	

10.0 
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DISTRIBUTION OF 11?1T' NAGE-EARKER FALY LIVING EXPE7DITURES ACCCDING TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY 
(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938) 

Racial Origin ......................... 	 British Families 	 French Families 

Number of Children per Family ......... 

Number of Families .................... 

Food. .................................. 

Housing ............................... 

Capital. Expenditure on Home ........... 

Fuel and Light ........................ 

Clothing .............................. 

Household Operation ................... 

Furniture ............................. 

Health ................................ 

Personal Care ......................... 

i :-ansjortatj on ........................ 

Recreation ............................ 

fd. US 	. .............................. 

Chilcrn's Ejcation & Vocation 

Community Weif are & Gifts ............. 

Decitur 	................... 

2 3 4 5 
and ov 

343 382 245 116 49 

* _* * * 
381 426 459 510 534 

287 287 253 265 239 

11 13 7 2 0 

91 105 105 111 100 

148 163 167 174 170 

30 30 28 27 21 

97 97 85 94 63 

67 65 76 52 63 

24 25 25 25 22 

110 95 86 69 59 

98 96 93 80 79 

145 165 140 142 125 

15 li. 25 30 10 

44 46 35 38 29 

i,54a 1,6 1,584 1 1 619 1,123 

Average 1 2 3 4 5 
(2.3) and o 

1,135 46 38 49 31 47 

$ * $ $ 
433 326 380 436 475 604 

276 228 237 234 263 267 

9 0 3 0 0 0 

101 64 65 79 77 82 

160 123 167 168 160 245 

29 21 30 26 27 24 

92 116 117 115 99 124 

67 54 66 60 86 61 

24 16 20 23 21 26 

03 5 3.. 55 50 

93 61 75 80 64 84 

150 121 126 157 133 148 

21 11 24 20 34 34 

42 24 24 31 29 25 

1,590 .,190 1,386 1,468 1,523 1,774 

Aver age 
(3.2) 

211 

$ 
445 

245 

1 

71 

174 

25 

115 

64 

22 

45 

73 

138 

24 

2? 

1,469 
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PERCEN?AOE DISTRIBUTION_OF URBPN WAGE-EARlIER LIVIIIG EXPENDTrURFS ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF CHILDREI'T PER FAMILY 
(For the Year Endei September 30, 18) 

Racial Origin 

NumberofChiidranerFemiiy 1! 

Er.tih :Iues 

T 
2! 	3 	4 	5 Avere 1 I 	2 

French Families 

4 3 5 Avera 

L_ 

••• P.C. P.C. - 

24.5 26.: 	2G.O 	3.L.5 	35,1 27.2 2?.4 27.5 29.7 31.2 34.0 30.3 Food 	..................................... 

Housing 	................................ 18.6 17,6 	16,0 	16.4 	15.7 17.3 19,1 17.0 15.9 17.3 15.0 16.7 

Capital Expenditure on Hon .7 ..8 	.1 	0 .6 0 .1 0 0 0 .1 

5.9 6.3 	6E 	6.,9 	6.5 6.3 4.5 4.7 5.4 5.0 4.7 4.8 Fuel 	and 	Ligjit 	........................... 

9.6 10.0 	10.5 	10.7 	11.2 10.1 10.3 12.1 11.5 10.5 13.8 11.9 

Household 	Operation 	.................... 19 1.9 	1.7 	1.6 	1.4 1.8 1.8 2.2 1.7 1.7 1.4 1,7 

Clothing 	................................ 

6.3 5.9 	5.4 	5.8 	4.1 5.8 9.8 8.5 7.8 6.5 7.0 7,8 Furniture 	................................ 

4.3 4.0 	4.8 	3,2 	4.1 4.2 4.6 4.8 4.1 5.7 3.4 4.3 Health 	.................................... 

1.6 1.5 	1.6 	1.5 	1.5 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.5 1.5 

Transportation 	......................... '7.1 5.8 	5.4 	4.3 	3.9 5.9 2.9 3.8 2.7 3.6 2.9 3.1 

Personal 	Care 	............................ 

6.3 5.9 	5.9 	4.9 	5.2 5.9 5.1 5.4 5.5 4.2 4.7 5.0 

3avis 	............................... 

.. 

9.4 10,1 	8.8 	8.8 	8.2 9.4 10.2 9.1 10.7 8.8 8.3 9.4 

Recreation 	............................... 

hi1dren's Education & Vocation .9 1.3 	1.6 	1.9 	1.2 1.3 .9 1.7 1.3 2.2 1.9 1.6 

ommunity Welfare & Gifts ............... 2.8 2.8 	2.2 	2.4 	1.9 2.6 2.0 1.7 2.1 1.9 1.4 1.8 

rota]. Expendituxe 	....................... 100 .0  100.0 	100.0 	100.0 	100.0 100.0 1100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 





CANADIAN UAN WAGE--EARNER FALIILY ECENDITURES 

IN kELTION LO AGE OF II 

The age of the fa - her larovic'.es a usefti basic for classifying 
family expenditure recorth' to enmtre changii famiy circumstances as the life 
span extends For this reason ex;eud1tLlr3 records from the 1,135 wage-earner 
families of British orlgin hi - j ün aaraned for axarsi.s into four groups in 
which the fathers age mocs nroz'esiivoly hiher Tvri :car intervals were used 
for this purpose, and praoti lly all reGo:as fell iithin the four ten-year 
periods between 25 and 64 yearsc. 

Income rose from 	31' an the lowest ro:p to a peak of $1,541 
where fathers 2  ages ranged from •i to 54 years and then 	opped back to $l,45l 
in the highest group :uclt;dcd. i•es.i -be t]aic deelne in iuccrse, tero was a 
sharp rise in the prop:rtion of faYELLIC:3 with ocr cars in the hichst age 
group, that coincided with an iriterr-up -tion in the increasing size of family. 
Average numbErs of 	16ron in succsssn-eiy h]i&i ae ;.oups were 1.9, 24, 
2.5, and 2.3 respectivel -;, The average num'3er of rooms per person remained 
almost stationary at 12 in all fcur rouis while merchandise debts outstand-
ing at the end of the survey, year drop e1 ste1 ly fron an a'rrage of 92 in 
the lowest age gi-oup to 53 per fmtily in the hi-hest, 

Famtly excnditure aiterns at progressave ae groups showed 
noteworthy differences, ror certair.. types of expen 	iire Including food, 
shelter, clothing, trans -sor - .t.iou. avans and chUdrens education, family 
expenditures averaged s.'ccessiveiy haer in the first two or three ace groups 
and then moved gradualli' dcwawrd eain, For fue:L and corancnity welfare, aver- 
age family expenditures rose 	as the &e ± the fathcr increased . This 
rise in the case cf fuel was assocloi;cd With a 	rease in the nuuber of rooms 
per dwelling in prc-gressii -e c1O groru Fcr :Lu.ari1ture health and recreation, 
expenditure averages moved Ic - yen as - no fauner's ege aivancea, while for house-
hold operating costs and personal ca - e there was no o c -v:.blo relationship be-
tween amount of family expenditure aid the :athcr 

The increasing amuut sent per fa1ii:! 	ou such necessities as 
food and clothing were paralleled by more irderato increses in amounts spent per 
person. Progressive increases in a- erage icount srent per person in the family 
for food and fuel were &SSOC1cCd wLth ae!reaEes in exen4itures per person for 
housing, furniture, health costs and reoreatioIL Average expenditures per 
person for clothing and personal care xeoined about the same ill all four age 
groups. Average amo -ints fcr tn 	tuion and savings were fairly consistent 
in the age ranges oetwen 25 end 54, but dno1pe.l noticeably above that level. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF BRITISH URBAN WA&E'ZARNER FPIEIZES IN RELATION TO THE FNIHER'S AGE 

Age Groups .................................. 	25-34 	I 	35-44 	I 	45-54 	I 	55-64 
	TotaiX 

Number of Families ......................... 	30? 
	

472 
	

294 
	

46 
	

1,135 

Characterist ics 

Average Annual Family InconE ............... 

Number of Children per Family .............. 

Number of Rooms per Person ................. 

Percent age of Families in Owned Homes ...... 

Percentage of Families with Motor Cars ..... 

	

$1,319 
	

$1,471 
	

$1,541 
	

$1,451 
	

$1,443 
	I 

	

1.9 
	

2.4 
	

2.5 
	

2.3 
	

2,3 

	

1.2 
	

1.2 
	

1.2 
	

1.3 
	

1.2 

	

16.6 
	

31.4 
	

46.3 
	

56.5 
	

32.0 

	

27.7 
	

35.8 
	347 ,4 	21.? 

	
33.3 

13 Fanii lies wi th father le sa than 25, and 3 with father more than 64 yrs of age. 
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BRITISH URBAN 1AGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENUL T1.RES ACCORDING TO FATHER'S AGE 
(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938) 

-. 	,..___..___'• 	._._.... 	 _________________________________ 
Age Groups ...........................25 - 34 	35 - 44 	45 - 54 	55 - 	64 	25 - 34 	35 - 44 	45 - 54 	55 - 	64 

Number of Families ..,..,..,,.. 	307 	472 	294 	46 	307 	472 	294 	46 

Percentage of Total Expenditure 

	

387 	437 	473 	463 	262 	26.9 	28.1 	30.1 

Housng e.eos........e.........o,o 	 272 	290 	265 	236 	18.4 	17.9 	15.8 	15.4 

Capital Expenditure on Home ......... 	8 	11 	8 	6 	.6 	.7 	.5 

Fuel and Light 	 88 	104 	107 	124 	6.0 	6.4 	6.3 	8.0 

Clothing 	 140 	165 	178 	157 	9.5 	10.2 	10.5 	10.2 

Household Operation 	 28 	30 	28 	27 	19 	1.9 	1.7 	1.7 

Furniture 	 103 	91 	84 	92 	609 	5.6 	5.0 	6O 

He1t h . • • • • 	• • . • . • • p • a a e .......... . 	69 	65 	68 	63 	4.7 	4.0 	400 	4,1 

Personal Care .........., .........•.. 	23 	25 	25 	24 	105 	1.6 	1.5 	1.5 

Transportation......,.............,, 	86 	95 	102 	75 	5.8 	5.9 	600 	409 

Recreation 	 98 	92 	95 	70 	6.7 	5.7 	5.6 	4.6 

Savings •OPVS.c..e,........•Q..••..s, 	 128 	154 	170 	128 	8.7 	9.5 	10.1 	8.3 

Children's Education and Vocation .. 	9 	18 	37 	25 	06 	 101 	22 	16 

Community Welfare and Gifts ......... 	36 	43 	45 	49 	205 	2.6 	207 	32 

Total Expenditure .................., 	1,475 	1 1 620 1 9 685 	1,539 	100.0 	10000 	i 	100.0 	1000 
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FAMILY TYPES IN RElATION TO LIVING EXPENDITURES 

Certain kinds of family expenditure problems may be concerned not only 
with broad averages of living expenditures, but with those of different types of fami-
lies in the community, and with the proportions of each type which are to be fcind. 
The 1,135 British family records have been grouped, therefore, according to family 
types to examine expenditure patterns produced by this arrangement. Insufficient data 
were available for French families and those of other racial origin for this kind of 
classification. 

After considerable testing, the following groups of families were selected 
for expenditure analysis, including 1,04? of the 1,135 records in the sample. The 
number and ages of children formed the basis of classification according to family type. 
No distinction was made between the sexes of the children. It should be noted that 
by excluding from the sample householdawithout children, the largest single group of 
wage-earner families was omitted. 

Distribution of British Wage-Earner Families According to Type 

Nne 
Type 	 of Cases 

One Child--Age--(a) upto3yoars ............. , ... . ....... 	118 
b) 	4 —12 years . . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . so 	145 
(c) 13 -18 years ..................................... so 

TwoChildren--Ages--(a)two,upto3years ............................ 24 
(b) one,up to 3, and one, 4 - 12 years 92 
o) two, 4-12 years , ... 	 . ......... 11? 

(d) one, 4 - 12, and one, 	13 - 18 years 	.......... 63 
o ) two , 13 - 18 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	........ . . 46 
(f) one,13 - 18, and one, 	19 	or 	over 	............. 22 

Three Children--Ages---(a) two,up to 3 years, and one 4 - 12, or 
one,up to 3, and two 4 - 12 years ....... 	59 

	

(b) three, 4 - 12 years ........................ 	3? 
(o) two, 4 - 12, and one13 - 18 years ........ 	41 
() one, 4 - 12, and two, 13 - 18 years . ..... 	36 

three, 13 - 18or 
two, 13 - 18 and one, 19 or over, or 

	

one, 13 - 18 and two, 19 or over ........... 	26 
one; 4- 12, one,13 - 18, one 19 or over,or 

	

one,up to 3,one, 4 - 12, one, 13 - 18, ...... 	30 

Four Chlldren-.Ages--(a) four,up to 18 years, with not more than 

	

one over 12 ............................... 	50 

	

(b) four over 12 with not more than two under 18. 	61 

	

Total ................................................... 	1,04? 

FAMILY ATTRThUTES ACCORDING TO TYPES 

The successive sub-groups for each number of children in Table 
represent a 1engthelng of the family life span, with the exception of the miscellaneous 
(f) group with three children. It Is apparent from casual inspection that none of the 
sub-groups selected has much claim to the term "typical". Further examination will re-
veal also that some of the distinctions between sub-groups are too fine to reveal sig-
nif leant differences in family living expe.ndrt'Lrre patterns. However, they show quite 
clearly the relation between the lengthening family life span and increasing family in-
come. Earnings of the father generally increase until the late forties, and there is 
a marked rise in the earnings of other family members in the family types with children 
beyond the adolescent stage. The miscellaneous age group with three children would in-
dicate that the age concentration of children in the family may also be related to 
fami]..y circumstances. This group includes children ranging all the way from Infancy 
to cO1et4 maturity. Although family income is higher In this group than in any other, 
the proportion aupplied by the father is considerably larger than in the more concen-
tr5ted age groups with the same number of children. The father's age tends to be less 
than in types where all three children are close to maturity, and the proportion of 
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families living in owned homes and operating motor cars is lower in the miscellaneous (f) 
group than in most other three children family types. 

Selected family types appeared to be associated with aignif leant differences 
in income in all except three pairs of sub-groups, and in each of these cases the average 
ages of the father were closely comparable also. The sub-groups In question were as 
follows: 

Family 	Average Age 
Group Sub-Grou; Income of Father 
2 ChIldren - one up to 3 and one 4 - 12 years 	..... $1,452 35 

- two, 4 - 	12 	year's 	. . . . ...... . . . . •. . . . ........... •. 1,436 37 

2 Children - one, 4 - 12, 	one 	13 	- 18 years 	................... 1,527 45 
— twc', 13 	-18 years 	... ............ •••I•S..•e....S 1,549 46 

3 Children - one or two up to 3, and one or two 4 - 12 years .. 1,317 36 
- three, 4- 	12 	years 	................. ............. 1,323 37 

In child groups with the same number of children, the proportion of families 
living in owned homes increased steadily as the life span extended, but there was very 
little evidence of a corresponding tendency related to motor car ownership. Rising in-
comes associated with longer life spans for families with the same number of children 
were not accompanied by any regular increase In car ownership. There was a slight in-
creasing tendency towards car ownership in the earlier stages of the life span, and a de-
clining tendency in the later stages, although income increased steadily in progressive 
stages. The Increase in home ownership noted above was accompanied by a slight increase 
in the average number of rooms per person as the family life span lengthened. 

LIVING EENDITtJRES IN RElATION TO FAMILY TYPES 

Income for British families showed no general tendency to move higher as the 
number of children Increased but within each sub-group with the same number of children, 
it has been noted that income advanced steadily as the life span of the family lengthened. 
This was accompanied in some of the more important budget groups by actual decreases in 
average expenditure per family. Current housing costs provided the most outstanding ex-
ample of this tendency. Family average housing expenditures tended to decrease slightly 
as the life span lengthened, and quite definitely as the number of children increased. 
This was due in some measure to the increasing proportion of home owners as numbers of 
children and the family life span increased. Current housing expenditures for owners 
averaged lower than for tenants.* The same tendencies noted for housing were apparent 
also in expenditures for furniture and other household equipment. Food and clothing ex-
penditures increased as the number of children increased, and also with the lengthening 
life span for family types with the same number of children. Similar tendencies of much 
less marked proportions could be observed in fuel expenditure averages, apparently related 
to gradually increasing numbers of rooms per family. No clear cut trends were discernible 
in other family budget groups of major importance, Including health, transportation, 
recreation, and savings. It is of interest that food and clothing were the only important 
expenditure groups showing a pronounced response to rising income coinciding with the 
lengthening life span. These are ordinarily considered as "necessity" budget groups which 
are affected by increasing income to a smaller degree than other less fundamental needs. 
The steady rise in food and clothing expenditures for family types representing successive-
ly longer life spans presumably is partly related to physical needs. These two groups, 
however, do not account for all the increase In income as the life span extends. This 
fact considered In relation to the absence of trend in other expenditures groups may be 
taken to Indicate a considerable diversity of consumer preferences for "non-necessities". 
The influence of the extending family life span and increasing numbers of children upon 
"necessity" expenditures may be observed in the accompanying comparison of family types 
paired to give rough equality of income averages. Expenditures for food were considerably 
greater for the Larger family types, and clothing expenditures reflected the same tendency 
in lesser degree. 

Average Food Clothing 
Family Type Income Expenditure Expenditure 

One 	child, 	up to 3 	years 	.......................... $i,370 $ 364 $ 135 
Three children, two 4 - 12, one 13 - 18 years ....... 1,378 471 158 

Two children, 	up 	to 3 	years 	......................... 1,348 394 142 
Four children, up to 18, not more than one above 13 

years.... 1,369 492 146 
Two children, 	13 - 18 years 	. ....... ........ 1 1 549 456 168 
Four children, all over 12 years, not more than two 

under 18 years 	............... 1,582 538 198 
* Within the limLts of the survey sample, housing facilities for tenants were somewhat 
more complete than for owners, 	Tenant housing expenditures also contain an element of 
fuel costs which are treated separately for owners. 
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25 79 

1,362 1,532 

30 

1,352 1,498 

	

214 
	

119 

	

53 
	

60 

1,629 1,677 

49 1 	4? 

1.2 	1.1 

FAMILY C ARA\CThR ISTICS IN RELATI ON TO EPJ'TIIIS Cr THE FAnifi  ER AND 0 '!}R FAILtLY TiMvMZRS IN D FYEREI'fl' TYPES OF FAMILIES 

One Child 
Fa'ri17 Type 	............ 
(For key to faniilj type, 

see paeiQ! 	4 ' 

Niimbr of 	Cases 	.......... 118) 	i5 83 

Source of Incorc 

Fauiiy Ilead 1,304 1 

Other Family Menbers .,. 27 	46 48 

Other Inon 25 	38 92 

T3taJ. Inconic 1, 3701,393 1,424 11 

Characteristics 

Age of Fathr 31 3 9 49 

Rooms p e r Person 1.5 1.5 1 .6 

Percentage of Families 
in Owned Hoirs 	.......... 16 .1 31.7 57.5 

Ti Ciireii 

(b) 	(c) 	(d) 	(e) 	If) 

241 	92 	117 	63 	46 	22 

(a) 

Three Children 	4) L  (b) 	(c)! 	(d) 	(e) 	(r(a) 	(b) 

!_36 26 1_ 061  

	

32 	35 	37 

	

1,2 	1.2 	1,2 

	

8.3 	23.9 	35.0 

310 1,38:3 	1,350 1,410 	1,430 137C 1264 1,275 1.302 	1,336 

7 10 	25 39 	82 207 1'? 26 40 	47 

31 46 	50 98 	3? 83 35 22 35 	89 

48 1,452 	1,43 1 ; 5? 	1,549 1 ; 660 1.317 1323 1,376 	1,472 

29.4 I 39.3 I 

39.? 
	

39.1 
	

40.9 I 16.9 I 18.9 I 46,3 1 38.9 I 46.21 36.7 	20.0 
	

41.0 

42.9 
	

23.9 
	

45.5 1 23.7 	27.0 I 34.2 I 38.9 I 30.8 I 30.0 	26.0 
	

26.2 

	

45 	45 	51 

	

1.3 	1.3 	1,3 

35 j 	LR7 

1.0 	1.0 

	

45 	47 

	

1.0 	1.1 

Percentage of Families 
with Motor Cars ........ I 36.4 I 37.2  I 35.01 33.31 
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BRITISH URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES ACCORDING TO FAMILY TYPES 
(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938) 

One ühild Two Children Three Children Four .Thildren Family Type 	•..•,,.........•. :.3....e• . 

(a) (b) (c) (a) (b) (c)[ 	(ci) (e) (f) (a)1 Ub)°1 (a) I (e)  (f) (a) (b) 
(For key to family type, see page 10) 

Number of Families 	e.o............se.. 118 145 80 24 92 117 	63 46 22 59 37 41 36 26 30 50 61 

Expenditureg in Dollars 
Food 	.................................. 364 379 409 394 409 412 448 421 471 476 518 515 472 538 456i 474 405 

Housing 	....... ......................e... 298 290 269 279 290 290 294 286 242 256 250 229 245 278 249 266 262 

Capital Expenditure on Home ............ 14 5 16 C 5 20 16 24 0 2 3 0 6 23 0 2 2 

Fuel and Light 	..00.....o.,..,.......,. 86 89 104 100 97 100 105 111 118 99 102 97 115 113 113 106 113 

Clothing 	.............................. 135 152 158 142 138 167 184 168 193 136 143 158 177 221 196 146 198 

Household Operation 	................... 33 29 26 31 32 32 24 27 38 34 25 18 16 32 29 30 25 

Furniture 116 91 80 124 106 103 74 91 78 90 62 90 94 74 87 94 97 

Health 	•................................ 72 59 73 91 81 55 55 68 55 87 59 75 64 89 76 51 53 

Persona]. 	Care 	............,............. 23 25 24 23 24 25 25 25 30 23 23 22 25 29 28 23 26 

Transportation ......................... 98 116 119 75 108 87 95 79 112 70 50 80 69 123 122 53 85 

Etecreation 	................,..,.,......, 97 105 87 81 102 86 106 104 80 89 81 68 112 105 110 72 87 

Savings 	................................ 153 134 153 141 179 146 169 177 190 140 146 138 157 130 154 122 158 

Children's Education and Vocation ...... 6 14 28 4 9 18 34 29 46 8 16 36 22 36 30 17 42 

cmmunity Welfare and Gifts ............ 45 39 52 43 39 50 52 36 72 31 29 38 33 37 50 35 40 

Fotal Expenditure ....................., 1 0 540 1,527 1,598 1,528 1 9 619 1,591 1,682 1,681 1,728 1,470 1,410 1,520 1,611 Il v808 1,759 1 1 489 19726 
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BRITISH URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES ACCORDING TO FAMILY TYPES 
(For the Year Ended September 30, 1938) 

Family Type 	.......................... 	One Child 	Two Children 	 Three Children 	Four Children11 (For key to family types, 	seepage jd 
	(c) 	(a)(b) 	(c) - (d) 	(e)j(f) 	(a) 	(b) 	(c) 	(d) - Ce) 	(r) I 	(a) 	(b) 

Number of Families 	 118 	145 	80 	24 	92 	117 	63 	46 	22 	59 	37 	41 	36 	26 	30 	50 	61 

Expenditure in Percentage 
Food 23.6 24.8 25.6 25.8 25.3 25.9 26.6 27.1 27.5 27.6 29.9 31.0 2995 28.6 29.3 31.7 314 

Housing 	..................., 19.4 19.0 16.9 18.2 17.9 18.3 17.5 17.1 14.0 17.4 17.8 15.1 15.2 15.4 14,1 17.9 15.2 

Capital Expenditure on Home ............. .9 03 1.0 0 03 1.3 .9 1.4 0 .1 02 0 o 10 0 .1 .1 

Fuel and Light 	.............,........,.. 5.6 5.9 6.5 6.5 6.0 6.3 64 6.6 6.8 6.7 7.2 6.4 7.1 6.2 6.4 791 6.5 

Clothing 	•.............................. 8.8 10.0 9.9 9.3 8.5 1095 11.0 10.0 11.2 9.2 1092 10.4 11.0 12.3 11.1 9.8 1164 

Household Operation 	..................... 21 1.9 1.6 2.1 2.0 2.0 1.5 1.6 292 2.3 1.7 1.2 1.0 1.8 1.7 2.1 1o5 	' 

Furniture 7.5 50 5.0 8c1 6.5 695 4.4 5.4 495 6.2 4.4 5.9 5.8 4.1 5.0 6.3 56 

Health 	........ ............,.... 4.7 3.8 4.6 6.0 5.0 3.4 3.3 4.0 3.2 5.9 4.2 4.9 40 4.9 4.3 3.4 3.1 

Personal Care 	..... .....,, 1.5 17 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.5 

Transportation 6.3 7.6 7.4 4.9 6.7 5.5 5.6 4.7 6.4 4.8 3.5 5o2 4.3 6.8 6.9 3.6 4.9 

Recreation 6.3 6.8 5.5 5.3 6.3 5.4 6.3 6.2 4.6 6.1 5.8 4.5 7.0 5.8 6.3 4.8 5.1 

Savings 	..... .....,...,....,.., 9.9 8.8 9.6 9.2 11.0 9.2 10.1 10.5 11.0 9.5 10.4 9.1 9.7 7.2 8.8 8.2 992 

Children's Education and Vocation ....... .4 .9 1.7 03 .6 1.1 2.0 1.7 2.7 65 1.1 2.4 1.4 2.0 1.7 1.1 204 

Co1nunity Welfare and Gifts ............. 2.9 2.6 3.2 2.8 2.4 3.1 3.1 2.2 4.2 2.1 290 2.5 2.1 24 2.8 2.4 2.3 

Total Expenditure 	•...................... 00.0 100.0100.0 h00.0 L00.0 po.0 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 LO0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 OO.O 100.0 
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