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Preface

The Health and Activity Limitation Survey (HALS) conducted in 1986 and 1987
provides a comprehensive picture of persons with disabilities in Canada. The survey
covered persons with disabililies eesiding in both households and health-related institu-
uong.

This report is pant of 1he Special Topic Report Series which provides overviews
of a wide variety of subjects which were included in HALS. The series has been writien
by experts, both inside and ouwside Staisucs Canada, in non-iechnical language
supporied by simple tables and charts.

This reporu titled " Barriers Confronting Senbors with Disabilities In Canada® is
the firsi in the series of nine reports. It provides a pocait of sendors with disabilities
residing in househelds and in msotutions. The repont was authored by Dr. Peter A, Dunn
of the Centre lor Social Welfare Swdies, Foacully of Social Work, Wilfred Laorer
University, Oniasio.

1 would like o expreze my appreciation to the authors, (0 the revigwarg and 10 1he
slaff of Swatistics Canada invelved in managing and producing this series.

We hope that the repons iin the Special Topic Report Series will not only provids
Canadians wilh very useful information on the issues facing persons with disabilities,
but will also be an inducement For them to undertake further research on this topic.

Ivan P, Fellegi
Chief Siatistician of Canada
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Highlights of the Study

There are many seniars with disabilities in Canada who confront barriers to participation
in the nommal daily activities vndertaken by Canadians. This study has revealed some
important information about the characteristics of disabled seniors living in housgholds and
in MsHuaons,

The Charvacteristics

« Approximately 46% of the people aged 65 or older in Canada, a total of 1,221,995
individuals, have some form of disability.

« Over 81% of disabled seniors have a mobility or agility disability.

« Approximately 84% or 1,026,915 seniors with disabilivies live in households and the
remaining 16% (195,080 individuals) reside in institutions.

» There is a greater raie of disability for womea who are 65 or older than for men.
Approximately 19% of disabled seniors who are females live in institorions as compared
to 11% of the disabled males who are seniors.

Equipment Aids and Housing Adaptations

+ Approximately 20,540 individvals or 8% of the disabled seniors in households who
require mobility aids do not have them. There are approximately 81,800 (31%) who
require hearing devices and a further 23,095 (10%) who require visual aids. The main
barrier to obtaining these aids is the cost.

« An estimated 119,940 (61%) of disabled seniors in institutions use a mobiliyy ad; 10%
wse hearing devices and 33% use visual aids.

« Approximately 43,770 (27%) of seniors with disabilities in households who require
housing adaptations to move about inside the residence do not have them. The housing
adaptations which are still required are handrails for 36,830 seniors with disabilities and
ramps for an additional 16,500 disabled seniors.




Community Services and Supports

+ The majoricy of disabled seniors do not require any assistance with daily tasks except heavy
household chores,

- Approximately 21% disabled seniors in institutions are able to go shopping and 18%
manage their own personal finances.

Transportation

« There are 336,120 (33%) seniors with disabilities in the households whodo not have access
to public transit in their area.

- About 24,575 (304%:) of the seniors in households who need 2 specialized van service to
help them get to community resources do not have access 1o this type of service,

« There are 72,580 disabled seniors who have problems mavelling long distances, An
estimared 45,343 disabled seniors report problems using airplanes, 50,895 report problems
using buses, and 41,265 disabled seniors have difficulty vsing rains.

Leisure Activities and Recreation

+ About 39% of disabled seniors who participate in activities outside the home visit their
friends at least once per month, 84% go shopping and 52% artend religious activites.
However, 253,085 (25%) disabled seniors confront some major barmier in participating in
jeisure activities including costs, transportation, and the need for aids.

-« Approximately 423,955 disabled seniors or 41% are involved in some level of physical
exercise. However, 234,675 (23%) of the disabled seniors confront barriers in the Iocation
and costs of programs, inadequate transportation arrangements, and/or unswitabie
programs or Facilities.

Income and Expenditures

+ The income of most seniors is very low. The median income for both disabled and
non-disabled seniors in 1986 was between $5,000-$9,99%. Approximately 219,750 (22%)
of seniors with disabilities are members of a low-income family. Seniors who are female
and disabled have the lowest income.

+ Approximately 39% of disabled seniors who rent spend 30% or maore of their income on
their rent; 10% of disabled seniors who own their home spend this amount on their
mortgage.




1. Introduction

This Special Topic report presents data from the Health and Activity Limitation Survey
(Hal 5) which was a survey of persons with disabilities. It was conducted in households in
the fall of 1986 and in health-related instirutions in the spring of 1987. HALS was undertaken
a5 part of Statistics Canada’s ongoing commitment 1o bnild and maintain a national database
on disability.

The target population of HALS consisted of all persons with a physical or psychological
disability who were living in Canada at the time of the 1986 Census, Notably, this includes
resicents of all provinces and both territories, persons living on Indian reserves, and
permanent residents of most collective dwellings and health-related insvitotions. Details on
the sample design are provided in this publication under Sampls Design.

The type of data gathered include the nature and severity of disabilicy and the bartiers
which disabled persons encounter in all aspects of their daily activities,

This report titled "' Barriers Confronting Seniors with Disabilities in Canada" is the
first in a series of nine repons. It provides a poturait of seniors with disabilides residing in
households and in instituhons.




2, Characteristics of Seniors With Disabilities

Disability Rates

There are an estimated 3,316,870 Canadians or 13.2% of the populanon who experience
some form of disability.

Dhsability rates increase sharply with age from 5.2% for individuals from birth 1o 14 years
old to 45.5% for peopls aged 65 and older.

Males up to 65 years of age have a slightly higher disability rate than females in the age
groupings in the table below. However, this higher rate slowly decreases with age. Women
aged 65 and over have a higher disability raie than do men.

Table 1. Disability Rates in the Canadian Population, in Households
and Institutions, 1986 and 1987, by Sex and Age

Disabled Persons Disability Rate

Both Sexes 12370 132
0-14 years 277445 52
15-34 years “ 486,930 57
35.64 years 1,330,500 15.7
65 years and over 1,221,995 455
Males 1,568,420 107
0-14 years 156,190 5.7
15-34 years 253,005 59
35-64 years &64,535 158
65 years and over 494,340 437
Females 1,748,450 138
{~14 years 121,255 4.7
15-34 years 213925 54
3564 years 665,615 156
65 years and over 727 555 468

! Expressed ar a perceniage of the toiaf population ir cach age group.




Disability Rates of Seniors

Approximately 45.5% of all pecople over 65 years of age have some form of disabilicy.
This rate increases dramatically with age for seniors. From age 65-74 approximately 37%
are disabled, from age 75-84 approximately 54% have a disability, and at age 85 and older,
the rate is 82%.

The disability rate varies 10 some extent across Canada. The province with the lowest
disability rate is Quebec at 39.6% followed by Britsh Columbia at 43.5%. The province
with the highest disability mie is Prince Edward Island at 52.5%. The eastern provinces of
Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick have higher rates
than the other provinces. The Yukon and the Northwest Temmitories have by far the highest
disability rates at 55.7% and 66.9% respectively.

Table 2, Disability Rates for Seniors, 65 Years and Over,
by Age and by Province and Territory

Disabled Persons  Disability Rate?

All Ages 12215995 458
65-14 years 604,095 %7
T5-B4 years 440,825 534
85 years and over 107 82.1
Newloundland 25305 514
Prince Edward Lsland 8,185 525
Nova Scolia 51,880 0.9
New Brunswick 40,140 516
Quebes 255,680 398
Ontario 472,393 474
Manitoba 66,160 506
Saskatchewan 59035 46.5
Alberta 00,240 474
British Columbia 151,535 41.5
Yukon 480 5571
Northwest Territories 960 56,9

i Expressed ag @ percenmge of the fofal popuiation in each age group, province
or reiiory.




Gender and Disability

There is a greater number and percentage of women than men who are disabled aged 65
or older. There are 727,655 women {60%) of this age compared with 494,340 men (40%)
who have a disability in Canada. The prevalence of disability increases with age more for
women than men.

As one would anticipate, the percentage of older disabled people residing in insttutions
compared with those living in honseholds increases with age. On average, the percemntage
almost doubles with every five years of age over 635. The percentage of people in institations
at age 65-69 is 4% compared with 43% atage 85 and older.

From age 70 and older the percentage of females is greater than males in institutions. At
age 85 and older the percentage of females in institutions is 46% compared with 34% for
males. '

Table 3. Disabled Persons, 65 Years and Over, by Sex and Age, by Residence

Households Institutions

Total (%) (%)
Both Sexes 1,221,995 34 16
G565 years 35,315 o6 4
70-74 years 208,780 93 7
T5-19 years 250375 BG 14
80-84 years 190,450 15 25
85 years and over 177,075 57 a3
Males : 494,340 [ 11
$5-89 years 153,540 DG 4
70-74 years 139,250 04 &
75-79 years 82800 8% 11
80-84 years 54,430 T8 22
&5 years and over 47,520 64 K
Females T2T.655 81 19
65-69 years 151,375 96 4
J0-M4 years 159,530 o2 8
T5-19 years 161,575 84 16
BD-84 vears 126,020 71 27
BS5 years and over 129,155 M 4




Households Versus Institutions

Of the 1,221,995 disabled seniors in Canada, approximately 84% or 1,026,915
individuals live in households and 16% or 195,080 people reside in institutions. There are
1,462,665 non-disabled seniors in Canada and only 4,805, or less than one percent, live in
institutions.

The percentage of seniors with disabilities residing in institndons varies considerably
among the provinces and the temtones. The lowest percentages are found in the two
territories and the Atlantic provinces. The provinces with the highest percentages of seniors
with disabilities in institutions are Quebec and Alberta (each with 19%).

Figure 1. Percentage of Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over,
itn Institutions, by Province and Territory
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Marital Status

A much larger percentage of disabled males aged 65 years and older are married than
their female counterparts; 76% compared with 35%. More than double the number of males
are married than females. Women with disabilities are four times more likely 10 be widowed
thatt men; 36% compared with 13%. The percentage of disabled seniors who are divorced,
separated, or single is fairly similar for men and women.

In total, the largest number of seniors with disabilitics are married (537,150 or 52%) or
widowed (387,235 or 38%). Ten percent or 102,510 individuals are single, separated, or
divorced. In comparison, a greater pereentage of non-disabled seniors are married 888,640
(61%), and less are widowed 393,105 (27%). Approximately, 80% of non-disabled males
aged 65 or older are married and 9% are widowed compared with 47% and 404% of the
non-disabled fernales.

Figure 2, Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Househodds,
by Marital Status, by Sex

Non—Disabled

Male Female




Nature of Disability

An estimated 831,850 or 81% of disabled seniors have a mobility or agility disability.
The percentagé of disabled seniors with a visual disability increases with age, from 17% for
persons aged 65 o 74 10 45% for persons aged 85 and older. The percentage of seniors with
hearing disabilides also increase with age, from 37% for persons aged 65 10 74 10 63% for

persons aged 85 and older.

The prevalence of seniors with different types of disabilities varies 0 some extent among
the provinces and territories. However, inall, the prevalence of a mobility oragilicy disability
is the highest, followed by disabilities related to hearing, sseing and speaking. The specific
numbers of seniors with different disabilites in each of the provinces and territories have
been provided in Appendix A - Table 1A for the purposes of planning services.

Table 4. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Honscholds,

by Nature of Disability, by Age

Total  65-74 years 75.84 years 85 years

and over

Disabled Seniors LO2E 1S 568,585 356,875 101,455

% Reporting...

Mobility/Agility b1 | i 83 89
Mobility 3 70 76 83
Agility 61 58 62 73
Seeing 24 17 28 45
Hearing 43 37 47 65
Speaking 5 5 o 6
Orher 2% 24 28 34
Unknown 3 4 1 -




Severity! of Disability

In Canada, approximately 36% of disabled seniors have a mild level of disability, 37%
a mderate fevel, and 27% a severe level (the rate of seventy of disability dramatically
increases with age). For example, the percentage of seniors with severe disabilites increases
from 20¢% at age 65-74 10 49% at age 85 or older.

Prince Edward Island has the highest percentage of individuals with a mild level of
disability at 42%, while Newfoondland has the lowest at 30%. Newfoundland has the highest
percentage of individuals with a severe disability at 31%, while Prince Edward Island has
the lowest at 20%. Nevertheless, there is linle variation in the levels of disabilities between
the provinces. '

Figure 3. Percentage of Disabled Seniors 65 Years and Over,
in Households, by Age and Severity of Disabifity
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The severity scale was developed using the responses fo the screening quesiions plus two additional questions
on the use of aids for seeing and hearing disabilities. The scoring was first derived by adding iegether the
individual severity scores of all screening questions, cownting one point for each partial loss of function and
o points for each total loss of furction (i.e. compleiely unable to perform the fancrion). The total score is
then categorized as foliows: mild- less than 5 points, moderate- 5 « 10 points, and severe- 11 or more points.
{Far a more complete description of the scale, contact the Post-Cenral Surveys Frogramy).
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3. Equipment Aids and Housing Adaptations

Equipment Aids - Used and Needed

The Health and Activity Limitation Survey collected data about the types of mobility
aids and special housing features which disabled people used and required in households.
However, in the institutions, survey information was collected only about the aids wsed and
housing featares required by disabled individuals.

Approxirnately 20,540 (8%) of the 256,490 disabled seniors in households who require
mobility aids do not have them. There are approximately 31% in need of hearing devices
and 1}% in need of visual aids,

Table 5. Disabled Seniors, 6% Years and Over, in Households,
by Use and Unmet Needs of Equipment Aids !

Total %
Maobllity/Agility Aids 256,490 8.0
Cane 181,100 1.2
Wheelchair 56,985 173
Walker 431 580 91
Back or keg brace 14, 5%) -
Crches F3A30 -
Qrthopedic fociwear 11,210 o0
Other mobility aids 12,590 276"
Antifical fool/deg ' 6,620 -
Aids for hands/arms 5445 233
Hearing Devices 283,270 3
Hearing aids : 230,405 28.7
Volume control lelephone B1.I10 3046
Secing Devices 121,575 102
Glasges 199610 A1
Magnifiers 92,385 57

! Toral represents the number af personr that uve andlor need the relevant aididevice.
% is the perceniage of the toral that still don't have the aididevice ie. wnmet heeds.

-11-




Provincial Distribution of Equipment Aids (Households)

The percentage of people in households who need mobility aids and do not have them
averages 8% and only varies from 7% to 10% among the provinces. Over one quarnter (3,915
individuals) stated that the main reason for not having these items was thae it was o costly.

The percentage of pecple who still need hearing devices owt of the total number who
require them varies from 24% 1o 49% among the provinces. The number still in need

represents from 5% to 10% of the total disabled seniots in the provinces.

The percentage of individuals still requiring visual zids out of the total number who

require these aids varies from less than 5% to 16% among the provinces,

Table 6. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households, by
Province, by Use and Unmet Needs of Equipment Aids 1

Mobility/Agility Aids Hearing Devices Secing Devices
Total % Total % Total %
Canada’ 256,490 8 263,270 31 227,675 10
Newfoundland 4,055 _ - 4430 49 4,290 i
Frince Edward Island 1,320 - 1,580 ZR* 1525 -
Nova Scotia 2.620 T 12,005 42 9130 o=
. New Brunswick 8,535 - 8,650 6 74825 -
Cuebec 42210 10 41,030 33 48365 10
Oneario 104,525 i+ 111,515 24 88,045 10
Maniloha 15015 5 16,370 Ch 13,115 11
Saskalchewan 14,185 9 14,285 3 11,2 9
Alberta 19,550 8 18,115 pxi 14015 5*
British Columbia 39065 7 33,855 36 29,765 16

! Totat represenss the number of persons that use anclior need the relevant aididevice. T iz the percentage

af the fdad thar giill don' F heave the aidfdevice i, unmet needs,
2 tncludes Yukon and Northwess Territories.
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Provinciat Distribution of Equipment Aids (Institutions)

Approximately 145,235 (74%) institutionalized seniors with disabilides use some form
of technical aids. There are 119,940 (61%) individvals who use mobility aids. The mobility
aids which are most vilized are manual wheelchairs by 73,465 persons, cancs by 38,870
persons, and walkers by 30,210 persons. Nearly 20,070 (10%) seniors use hearing devices
and 64,000 (33%5) use visval aids.

Seniors in institutions in the provinces of Prince Edward Island, Quebec and New-
foundland have the lowestpercentage of use of mobility aids (each with approximately 50%).

Table 7. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Institotions,
by Province, by Use of Equipment Aids

Mability Hearing Seeing

Total Alds Devices Devices

Canada' 195,080 119,940 20,070 64,090
Newfoundland 2,540 1,205 245 695
Prince Edward 1sland T4 370 4{* 1540
Nova Scotia 4455 2,685 590 1.4%5
New Brunswick 4,500 2,94 405 1.500
Quebec 48,290 24,830 2,860 16.870
Ontardo 77,585 449,010 2,020 25340
Manitoba TR 36635 1.065 2430
Saskatchewan 8,510 6,015 810 2800
Alberta 17,080 11,715 2,210 4330
British Columbia 23,485 15,380 3215 71920

! tnctudes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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Housing Adaptations - Usad and Needed in Households and Institutions

Of the 160,88(rdisabled seniors in households who need special housing features to assist
thetn o move about ingide their residence, approximately 43,770 (27%) do not have them.
By far the greatest number of housing adapiations used and still required are for relatively
inexpensive itlems such as handrails: 143,030 disabled seniors require handrails and of those
36,830 have not been able to obtain them.

Of the 88,245 disabled seniors that need special features toenter and leave the residence,
35% do not have them. There are 16,500 individuals who need access ramps and 9,345
disabled seniors who need accessible street level anrances.

Tables. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,
by Special Features to Move About Inside the Residence
and to Enter or Leave Residence |

Total %
Total (Inside Residence) 160,880 27
Hand rails 143,030 26
Elevater or lift device 10,20 28
Widened doorways of hallways T2 30
Door that opens aviomaically 3,865 64
Scme other feature 16,120 41
Total {Elt-u'ﬂ..t_m Residence) AN,245 as
ACCess ramps 42,690 39
Widened doorways 10,010 3R
Street level entrance 32.5% 29
Entrance that opens antomavically 9,405 45
Elevator o Lifi device 25,705 20
Accessible parking ' 7.89%) 15*
Some cther feawre 165,065 55

! You represenis the wumber af persons that iwse andior need the relevont adapearion.
% is the percentage of the iotal that sl don't kave the adapiation i.e. unmet needs,
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Disabled seniors in institutions were asked what housing features they needed in their
ingtitutional residences 10 move about inside. Approximately 109,170 individuals or 56%
stated that they needed some housing adaptation. The features most frequently cited were
elevaiors (37.3%) and street level entrances (36.5%).

Table9. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Institutions, by Special Features
Needed to Enter/Leave the Residence or to Move About Inside Residence

Number %

Disablked Sewiors 195,080 1O
Total Who Need Special Features 109,170 5.0
Access amps 61465 113
Widened doorways 61460 3240

A streed level entrance 71,155 3.5
Doors that open automatically _ 53,900 276

An elevator or lifi device 72,7138 373
Accessible parking 31,5390 16.2
Some ouher architectural feature 1L.TH 0.9
Hand ruils (incl. bathroom) 68,560 35.1
Seme gther feature 5915 10
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4, Community Services and Supports

Level of Independence

The majority of disabled seniors do not require any assistance with daily tasks, except
heavy household chores. Nevertheless, there are some who require help with some or all of
the activities of daily living and this need increases with age. For example, at age 65 10 74,
approximately 84% of disabled people do not require help making their own meals, at age
75 10 84, 77% are independent, and at age 83 and over, only 54% are independent in terms
of this ackivity.,

Table 10. Percentage of Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,
Who Do Not Require Any Assistance, by Daily Task, by Age

Total 65-74 years 75-84 years 85 years
and over
%

Prepering meals 19 B4 11 5
Shopping 52 N 57 25
Housework 53 TO 5o 3B
Heavy bousehold chores 3 37 26 14
FPersonal finances 15 B2 T 45
Persomal care 85 B8 83 i)
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Community Services Provided

Family members, netghbours, and agencies all make important contributions in providing
services associaed with activities of daily living to seniors with disabilities who require other
people to help them. However, families provide far more support to disabled seniors than do
agencies and/ot neighbours.

The number of seniors who reguire help or additional help varies by daily task and among
provinces. There are 333,580 disabled seniors who require help in heavy household chores
and 64,350 disabled seniors who require help in personal care., See Appendix A - Table 2A
for the provincial data.

Table 11, Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,
by Daily Task, by Who Provides Assistance

Family Neighbour Agency

Number ) Number % Number %a

Disabled Seniors 1,016,915 10 1,026,915 104 1026915 100
Preparing mals 128,525 13 13,520 1 50,145 -5
Shopping 270,220 26 46220 3 55,600 5
Housework 206,950 20 49435 s 112,245 11
Heavy household chores 314,635 K] | &7 675 T 17415
Personal finances 189,220 18 14,935 1 17985
Personal cane TG, 1435 7 8400 1 15335 4
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Commaunity Services in Institutions

The Health and Activity Limitation Survey did not ask people in institutions as many
questions about social services as it did individuals in households. However, the information
which was obtained indicates that disabled individuals in instinations are nodt totally depend-
ent upon other people for asgistance with their daily tasks.

Approximately 40,315 disabled seniors in institutiens or 21% do some of their shopping
and 35,495 or 18% are involved in their personal finances. People with mobility/agifity
disabilities and hearing impairments are the most independent in these 1wo activides and
individuals with speaking disabilities are the most dependent.

Table 12. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Institutions,
by Who Provides Social Services, by Nature of Disability

Total Mobility/ Secing Heazing Speaking Otber

Apility
Total 195080 186,885 92,505 101,210 E8.055 138,350
Whe Does Yoor
Shopping?
Yourzeil alone 15,440 12965 4300 7120 400 7165
Yourset with
someons else 24875 21815 8070 11,025 2,570 13,725
Someome tlze 146,405 144,395 THd5 79,835 54,270 112,940
Wha Does Your
- Finances?
Yourself alope 22905 20,215 1.500 10,905 1255 10,060
Yourself with
someone glse 12,590 11480 5,065 6,235 1,225 6.725
Someons ekee 151,010 147,750 6,530 80,580 54445 116,845
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5. Transportation

Public Teansportation

A total of 564,835 disabled seniors living in households, that were not housebound,
indicated that public transponation was available in their community, Of those, 40%
indicated that they usa it at least occasionally. Some 236,120 stated thatit was not available.

The availability of public ransporiation varies considerably among the provinces. See
Appendix A - Table 3A for the provincial estimates. These data indicate that seniors with
disabilities in the eastern provinces are less likely to use public transportation regularly when
it is available.

Figure 4. Percentage of Disabled Seniors Who Have Access to Public
Transportationl, 65 Years and Over, in Households, by Frequency
of Use of Public Transportation

Oeeasionolly
i
Frequenlky
14,158
EE
(e ek T Amias) avery day
i 5.8%
s 55 Mol staled
2.4%
Sasrit o
FdRan "%% “§ qiin
iy et
g-% II’ ‘31'1' ﬁ%:ﬂx
Seldom fnever
57.2%

! Excludes disabled sentors who were housebound, §.e. unable to leave their residence because of
thair condition.
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Barriers to Use of Public Transportation

OF the 564,835 disabled seniors who report that public transportation is available in their
community, 139,330 or 25% indicate that they experience some difficulty in wsing it. The
major problem reponted by 99,900 seniors is difficulty geting on and off public ransporta-
tion. Other major difficulties include standing while the vehicle is in motion, getting o the

stop and waiting at the stop.

Table 13, Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,

by Reasons for Nod Using Public Transportation

Number - %o
Total with Access 10 Public Transporiation’ 564,835 100
Difficulty with Pulbdic Transportation 139,330 25
Getting on and off 55300 18
Standing in vehicle while it is moving 74 470 13
Getting to the slop 69,785 12
Wailing at the stop 64,955 1
Ohher reasons ot specified 286530 5
Insuificient space o Sil or s1ani 17910 3
Obtaining mformation about
timeqables or routes 7.630 1
Staff unsupportive 4,073 i

! Excludes disabied seniors who were howsehound, i e, unable 1o feave their residence because aof

their condirion
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Specialized Vans

An estimated 83,235 or 8% of seniors with disabilities living in households indicate that
they require specialized van service, Of those, 57% indicate that this service was available
1o thern.

Of the 47,620 disabled seniotz who indicate thar the van service is available, 53% use
it at least occasionally.

The expressed need for specialized van service varies among the provinces, Provinges
reporting the lowest need are Nova Scetia and Oniario at 5% of all disabled semiors living
mn households, Alberta reports the highest need at 13%. Provincial data are shown in
Appendix A - Table 4A.

That the service was not needed more ofien was the most common reason cited for not
using specialized van service. Approximately 13,365 (28%) seniors stated this reason. The
opinion that it was 100 expensive was cited by only 3% of disabled seniors.

Table 14. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,
hy Reasons for Not Using Specialized Van Service

MNumber %%
Total With Access to Van Service' 471,620 100
Service nol needed
moee olten 13,365 28
Impractical scheduling jAdls 7
On waiting list 3,035 6
Mot eligible 2,020* q»
Too expensive 1,200 EL
Other reasons 13,385 28

! Exctudes disabled seniors who were housebound, i 2. snable 1o leave fheir residence because of
their condition
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Barriers to Use of Buses, Traing, and Airplanes

Of the 1,026,915 disabled seniors living in houssholds, 23% indicate that they are
prevented from taking any long distance trips (80 km or more) because of their conditions

or health problems.

Of those who indicate that they are able to mavel (788,825), nine percent indicate that
they experience some trouble using bus, rains or airplanes. These individuwals confront
several different types of barriers. The bartier most frequently cited is difficulty with

boarding and disembarking.

There are some variations arnong the provinces of seniors reporting barriers to long

distance travel. These data are shown in Appendix A - Table 5A.

Table 15, Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,

by Problems With Long Distance Travel

Number

Disahbed Seniors Able to Travel Long Distances

Those whe cxperience wouble
+ Traveling by bus
+ Traveling by tain
- Travelling by sirplam

Barriers Experienced

Boarding and disembarking

Maving sround the terminal

Flight o ride aggravates health problem or condivon
Hearing announcements

Seating om board

Seeing signs and nolices

Need for mansporting wheelchair

Lack of transportation to and from terminal
Washroom facilities

Unsupportive staf]

Carrier rules and regulations

788,815

72,580
50,895
41,265
46,345

|40
29375
19075
17,895
12,010
9,900
2,400
T.740
16,390
1.755*
265+
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6. Leisure Activities and Recreation

Participation in Leisure Aclivities

Most seniors with disabilinies who live in households participate in leisure activities
outside of their residence. However, 84,375 or 8% of disabled seniors indicave that they
never leave their home for leisure activities.

Of those who participate in leisure activities, most report visiting friends and shopping.
Attending religions activities is reported by 472,310 disabled seniors.

Provincial data is provided in Appendix A - Table 6A.

Figure 5. Percentage of Disabled Seniors Who Participate in Leisure Activities
Outside the Home, 65 Years and Over, in Bouseholds, by Type
of Activity

Yigit Friends

AHend Religious Aclivitias A 52 %

Oher Aclivities i L1

Attend Spoerfing Activities 21 R
Go 1o Mussums 19 %
¥igit Malianol Farks 16 %

Taks Courges 4 3%

¥ These calculations indicate the percentage of disabied seniors who participaie in af least ONE
Ieigure pcrivity owigide rhe home and thergfore exclude those who NEVER participate in such
acrivities,
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Barriers to Leisure Activities

There are 253,085 or 25% of disabled seniors in Canada who wish to participate more
in leisure acivities. Approximately 172,295 seniors identify the main barrier to their
participation as issues related to mobility. Specific environmental barriers are cited 2s

problems. An estimated 49,240 individvals siate that they need someone eise’s help and
43 875 feel the costs are too high.

Some variation is noted among the provinces. Thirty-one percent of disabled seniors in
British Columbia who want to participate more in leisure activities cite barriers that prevent
ther from doing mare. This compares with 20% cited in Newfoundtand and Prince Edward
Island. Provincial data are shown in Appendix A - Table 7A.

Table 16. Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Houscholds,
: by Barriers to Leisure Activities

Number
Wish to Participate More 253,085
Meed someone's help C 49240
MNeed special aids 12,293
Inadequate oanspomation 33,825
Too [ar away 37925
Facililies pot suitable 20,719
Fhysically unable o do more 172,295

Cost oo high a3 875
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Barriers to Lelsure Activities by Disability Group

Of the 253,085 seniors with disabititics who want to participate more in leisure activities,
approximately 90% have a mobility or agility disability.

Another way of viewing these data is that approximately 34% of people with a speaking
disability and 30% of individuals with visual impairment confront a barrier related to leisure
activittes.

The reason most often cited as a barrier is the physical inability to do more. However,
many indicate problems such as needing someone ¢lse’s help, costs, distance to facilities
and inadequate wansportation. '

Table 17.  Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households,
by Barriers to Leisure Activities, by Nature of Disability’

Maobility/ Seeing Hearing Speaking Other

Agility

Tolal Disabled Seniors B3LESD 241,515 d41,620 53,718 266,855
_ Want 10 do more 227,645 71,500 107,960 18,410 T.650
Meeds someane's help 44 460 20,350 22,355 5.120 18,370
Needs speciat aids 13,295 5,535 4,030 1.790* 4,005
Inadequate Fansporton 29570 10,260 13415 L%y 10575
Too far away 0,835 4505 18,650 1,985* 11440
Fagilities not suitable 18,985 6,085 1.815 2250 6915
Physically anable to do mone 158.775 52,250 12550 15,295 51685
Cost oo high 18450 10,545 20,340 3,410 10975

! Barriers reported by persons with multiple disabilities are counted for eack type of disability reporred.
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Participation in Physical Activities

There are 423,955 (41%) senior citizens with disabilities who take part in physical
activites. An estimated 66% of these individuals do 50 at least three or more times per week,

The participation level in recreation decreases significantly with age. From age 65-74
the participation level is 47%, from age 75-84 it is 37%, and age 85 and older it is 26%.

The participation rate in recreation vanes considerably among the provinces, New-
foundland has the lowest rate at 27%, while British Columbia has the highest at 58%.
Provincial data are provided in Appendix A - Table 8A.

Table 18.  Disabled Seniors, 63 Years and Over, in Households, by Age,
by Time Spent Participating in Physical Activities

Total 65.74 years  75-R4 years 85 yearsand
over
Total Participating 413.95% 165830 131,420 26,T0S
Lessg than onge a monih 11,735 7020 3520 -
1-31imes a month 26,515 18,045 6,515 1,555
1-2 times a week 100,600 63,790 31,395 5410
3 uimesg a week or more 280585 172455 89,350 18,760
Not staled 4515 3505 - -




Barriers to Physical Activities

There are 234,675 (23%) seniors with disabilities in hooseholds who would like to
undertake more physical activities. The main reason why they cannot is that 189,335 of these
individuals are physically unable to do so. Specific environmental barriers cited include:
21,345 disabled seniors who indicate a lack of nearby facilites; 18,470 cite costs being too
kigh and 14,000 feel there is inadequate transportation.

The provinces which have the greatest percentage of people who confront barriers in
physical activitics arc British Columbia (30%), followed by Alberta (26%) and Sas-
katchewan (25%). See Appendix A - Table 9A for the provincial data.

Figure 6. Percentage of Disabled Seniors Who Would Like to Undertake
More Physical Activities, 65 Years and Over, in Households,
by Reason for Limitation in Physical Activities

Physicolly uncble te do mare 0.7 %

Lack of nearby focillliss

Cost toc high

Inadsaquaote transportation

Self conscious/ill ot eose

Fugilities not odopled te neads

Lack of {amily suppad
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7. Income and Expenditures

Income Distribution for Seniors in Households

The average individual income of both non-disabled and disabled seniors is very low.
The mode and median income was berween $5,000-39,999 in 1986 for both groups.
Approximately 60% of seniors with disabilities and 51% of the seniors without disabilities
had incomes less than $10,000.

Nevertheless, thers are greater differences in individual incomes in terms of sex. Seniots
who are females have lower incomes than males. Approximately 45% of disabled males
comparad with approximately 72% of disabled famales report incornes undar $10,000.

There wags litde difference in the income distribution of semors living alone compared
with those living with someone else.,

Figure 7. Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Households, by Income, by Disability
Status and Sex
Non—Disabled
k1% 4
255
X
3 18%
D £25,000 ond wr 22%
£15,000 - Zd,088 Mule Femole
m ET0.D00 — 14,998
-ta.m- 2598 Disabled.
- % 4.999 o lax azx
-
,’%i:\‘
20 ¢ 12x
- 17x
Male Femoale




Low Income Families

Approximately 219,730 individuals or 22% of seniors with disabilities are members of

a low-income family.

Quebec has the highest proportion of disabled seniors belonging to a low-income farmily
(29%); Alberta has the lowest proportion (15%).

Table19.  Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over, in Houscholds,
by Province, by Low Income Status!
Seniors in Low Income Families
Total

Number ]
Total 1,006,620 219,750 22
Newfoundtand 22,150 4,030 18
Prince Edward Island 1380 1,150 13
Nova Scouia 47 185 8,235 17
New Brunswick K90 6,300 18
Caebec 202,110 58,735 29
Ontario 101,820 81,825 21
Manitoba 57,230 11495 20
Saskatchewan 49 855 2065 18
Alberta 72 465 10,725 15

British Columbia

1H).915 28,130 23

? Excludes individuals residing in coliective dwellings or on Indian Reserves, and in
Yukiin and Nerthwesi Territories for whick low income siatus Is nor calcidared,
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Out-of-Pocket Expenditures

Individwals were asked if they had any out-of-pocket expenses as a result of their
disability which were not reimbursed by any insurance or government programs. The item
which was mentoned by 207,005 people, or 20% of disablad seniors in Canada, was the
out-of-pocket expense for prescription and mon-prescription drugs. Provincial data are

shown in Appendix A, Table 10A.

Figure 8.  Percentage of Disabled Sewiors, 65 Years and Over,
in Households, by Source of Out-of-Pocket Expenses
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Housing Affordability

Affordability of housing is an issue for many disabled seniors, especially those whorent
their homes. Approximately 39% of disabled seniors who rent pay over 30% of their income
on their rent. Ten percent of the disabled seniors who own their home pay over 30% of their
INnCome On MOTIgage PAYIMENIS.

Table 20.  Disabled Seniors, 65 Years and Over,
in Households, by Housing Affordability’

Number %
Renter
Sheker cost o incone rako
Total 229,815 100
Less than 20% 73013 22
21.-30% 128,150 3%
31.-40% . 63,185 19
41-50% 21,770 7
51-80% 16255 5
1% and plos 26,540 8
OrwRer
Shelter cost to income ratio
Todal k1,595 100
Lass than X% 510,755 77
21.30% 84,480 13
31-40F% 35,195 3
4]1-50% 12295 2
51-80% 6.730 1
61% and plus 12,135 2

! Excludes individwols residing in collective dwellings or on Indian Reserves.
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8. Conclusions: Summary of Barriers and Services

Barriers and Services

The majority of seniors with disabilities in Canada have the services which they require,
However, many disabled seniors confront many critical barriers in attempting to participate
in the mainstream of Canadian life. This table summarizes some of these barriers in Canada
and provincial data are included in Appendix A - Table 11A.

Table21.  An Overview of Barriers Confronting Disabled Seniursi
45 Years and Over, in Households (% an IssuefBarrier’)

Technical Aids
Mobility ads B
Hearing devices 3
Visuad aids 10
© Howsing Adaptations
Inside 27
Duiside 35
Community Services
Preparing meals 49
Shopping 45
Housework 55
Heavy chores 59
FPerzonal finances s
Personal care 53
Transperiation
Local wansit 37
Special van 30
Bus ravel &
Train travel 5
Airplane ravel 6
Leisure and Recreation
Leisure activilies® 25
Physical activities? 23
Income and Exgendltnres
Low income 22
Rental costs® (30%) 39
Monigages® (>30%) 10

! These colculations are based upon the Fo of people sill in need of these
services compared with thase that have ar siill reguire them.
2 These calculations indicate the % of total disabled seniors in that

caregory.
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This summary of the services and barmiers in Canada indicate that most disabled seniors
have the household supports which they require. For example, only 8% of those who require
mobility aids sall need them. Approximately 90% spend less than 30% of their incomes for
their mortgages and 61% spend less than this amount on their rent. The actual number of
individuals who still require housing adaptadons, hovsehold services, accessible bansporta-
tion, and leisure and recreational programs is relabvely small compared with the total number
of disabled seniors in Canada. Nevertheless many confront crincal barriers in undertaking
activities of daily living.

Conclusions

Although the barriers which disabled seniors have to <leal with are numerous, many
services and programs have been developed to enable older people 1o live independently
regardless of where they live. As a result, seniors with disabilities can more easily ondertake
their own activities of daily living such as shopping, personal care, and taking care of their
finances. The reduction and eradication of these barriers will help the aging population in
Canada 1o pursue productive and active lives.

Qutstanding needs would seem to be manageable a5 the number of disabled seniors who
still require most of these services is relatively small compared with the total number of
senjors in Canada.
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Supporting Tables
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Sample Design







Sample Design

Sample Design Considerations

The Health and Activity Limitadon Survey consists of two distinci sarnples: households
and institutions. A household is a person or group of persons (other than foreign residents)
who occupy a dwelling and do not have a usual place of residence elsewhere in Canada. It
nsually consists of a family group with or without lodgers, emnployess, eic. However, it may
consist of two or more families sharing a dwelling, a group of unrelated persons, or one
person living alone. Some types of collective dwellings, such as hotels, motels, YM/YWCASs
and school residences, were included in the household sample if the occupants had no other
osual place of msidence. Houschold members who are temporarily absent (.., wmporary
residents elsewhere) are considensd as pant of their usual household, Ag in the censvs, every
person is a member of one and only one houschold.

The individuals residing in households who panticipated in HALS were identified
through their response 10 the disability question on the 1986 Census long questionnaire which
was completed by 20% of Canadian households. This disability question was general in
nature and asked the respondents to indicate if they were limited in the kind or amount of
actvity they could undertake because of a health problemn or conditon. This question had
been used in a previouws disability survey, and the results indicated that it would identify the
severely disabled population, and some of the less severely disabled population. Some of
the less severely disabled would answer "No" to the census disability question.

Approximately 112,000 individuals who answered "Yes” to this disability questdon
were subsequently sclecied o represent disabled persons of all ages. The questions posed
included questions on mouble with or inability to perform daily activites to determine, with
more specificity, if they had any long-tenm limitations because of their health problem or
. condition. These questions on daily activities (referred to later in this text as screening
questions) #ls¢o identified the nature and severity of the individual’s disability.
Approximately 22,040 of the 112,000 individvals who had responded that they had a
limitation in their activities on the census stated that they bad no rooble in performing any
of the daily activities in the subsequent follow-up. As this indicated that these individuals
had no long-term limitation (disability), they were excluded Erom the disabled population
estimates. OF the 112,000 individoals, approximately 11,735 wene non-respondents,




Because of the possibility that some lass severely disabled persons might have answered
"No" to the census disability question, an addidonal 72,500 individoals who answered "No*
10 the census disability question were also selecied. Through a telephone interview, these
individuals were asked the same detailed screening questions. Approximately 3,910
individuals responded positively 1o the detailed screening questions, and these individuals
were included as disabled in the survey. It should be noted, as expected, that subsequent
anatysis of these 3,210 individuals indicated that they are younger and less severely disabled,
and that they experience fewer barriers as a result of their disability than the sample who
respondled “Yes" 1o the census disability question. Of the 72,500 individuals, approximately
5,270 were non-respondents.

A more complete description of the sample design and the differences berween the two
household samples is available from the Post-Censal Surveys Program, or through the
Statistics Canada Regional Offices.

A sample of approximately 20,000 individuals who resided in health-related ingéitutions
was also selected vo ensure that all disabled persons were represented in the sample.

The five types of institutions included in HALS were:

» orphanages and children’s homes;

+ special care homes and institutions for the elderly and chronicatly ill;
« general hospitals;

« psychiatric institutions; and

» treatment centres and institutions for the physically handicapped.

The 1986 Census of Population provided a list of instivations from which a samplf:, based
on type and size, was selected within each province.

Within ¢ach sslected insttution, a sample of residents was selected, based on a list
provided by the instition. Residents were included in the list if they were living in the
institution on March 1, 1987 and had been in an institution for a continuous period of six
. months or more.
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The data presented in this publicaiion have been weighted o estimate the 1018l
disabled population. The dara shown in the wable below provide the user with the
disaribution of the disabled poprlation by sample type.

Number of Disabled Persons by Sample Type
Number Go

1. Housecholds sample
« "Yes" to census

disability question 1,835,980 553
+ "No" w census

disability question 1,233,620  37.2
2. Institutions sample 247275 7.5
3. TOTAL 3,316,875 1000
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Duta Quality

Statistics from the HALS data base are estimates based on a sample survey of a portion
of the Canadian populatdon {approximately 1 out of every 25 persons in the "Yes" sample
and 1 out of every 300 persons in the "No" sample). As a result, the statistics are subject 1o
two types of errors: sampling and non-sampling errors.

A sampling error is the difference between the estimate derived from a sample and the
result that would have been obtained from a population census using the same data collection
procedures. For & sample survey such as HALS, this ermor can be estimated from the sorvey
data. The degree of emor reflects the standard devisoon of the estimate. Data have been
suppressed when the sampling error is more than 25% of the esumate. In such cases, the
symbol "--" appears in the tables in place of the estimate. When the sampling error is between
16.5% and 25% the corresponding estimate 15 accompanied by the symbol "*". These
estimates should be used with caution.

All other types of emors (observation, response, processing and non-response eImors) are
called non-sampling emors. Identifying and evaluating the importance of many of these
errors can be difficult.

Observation errors arise when there it a difference batween the targst population and the
sample population. Integrating HALS with the census of population has made it possible to
reduce this type of ermor. Only a certain portion of Indian reserves and collective dwellings
were systematically ignored in the sampling process, but their importance is negligible
compared to the toal populaton. Consequently, observation errors should not have a
significant influence on the HALS data.

All statistical surveys are susceptible to a certain percentage of non-response among the
selected sample, A rwotal non-response occurs when, for one reason o angther, a selected
resporkkent could not be interviewed. The non-response is said o be parnal if only part of
the questionnaire is complete. The impact of non-response errors on esnmates depends on
- the level of non-response and, particularly, on any differences between the characteristics
of respondents and non-respondents. In principle, the more marked these differences, the
greater the impact on the accutacy of the estimates.

With respect to HALS, the response rate {90%) compares favourably with the rate
generally observed for this type of survey. In addition, various methods have been used o
reduce the bias caused by any total non-responses, notably by adjusting the data to reflect
the distribution of certain demographic characteristics obtained by the census. As wel),
response raies were higher for most specific questions. In the tables, non-responses appear
as "Unknown” or "Not Stated”.
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Definitions

Disability Defined

"In the context of health experience, a disability is any resiriction or lack
(resulting from ar impairment) of ability 1o perform anacti w'er in the manner
or within the range considered normal for o human being”

With the development of the Intermanonal Classification of Impairments, Disabilides and
Handicaps, the World Health Orgamization has developed a framework within which one
can measure the consequence of disease. The “disability” concept was operationalized
through a series of questions that has come to be known as "Activities of Daily Living".

For the purpose of the national data base on disability, the fonctional limitation approach
has been utilized for the adult population (aged 15 and older) through the use of a modified
version of the " Activities of Daily Living” questions. Individuals are not considered disabled
if they use a technical aid and that aid completely eliminates the limitation, e.g. - an individoal
who uses a hearing aid and stawes that he has no limitation when using the aid would not be
included in the data base. The concept of time has also been added as an addidonal parameter
- the limitation has to be of a minimum six months duration, i.c. has Yasted or is expected 10
1ast six months or more,

For children under the age of 15, the survey used a general limitation approach along
with a list of chronic conditions and a Jist of technical aids. A positive response in any one
of these categories indicates a disabilicy,

V' Internationat Classification of Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps, World

Health Organization, 1980 - page 143,
2 Special Study No. 5, Measuring Disability, O.ELCD., 1982




Nature of Disability Defined

Mohility: lirnited in ability to waik, move from room to room, cary an object for 10
metres, or stand for long periods.

Agility: limited in ability 1o bend, dress or undress oneself, get in and out of bed, cut
tocnails, use fingers w grasp or handle objects, reach, or cut own food.

Seeing: limited in ability to read ordinary newsprint or to see someone from 4 metres,
even when wearing glasses.

Hearing: litnited in ability to hear what is being said in conversation with one other
PETsSON OF WO OF MOoTe persons, even when wearing a hearing aid.

Speaking:  limited in ability to speak and be understood.

Other: limited becanse of learning disability or emotional or psychiatric disability,
or because of developmental delay.

Unknown:  limited by nature not specified.
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Products and Publications from HALS

Available now.....
Custom Data Service

The HALS Custom Data Service enables users to identify their specific requirements for
data about persons with disabilities. With the help of a HALS technical advisor, these
requirements are transformed into vables and/or analytical reports. The cost 1o produce the
tables and the time required for the production is negotiated with the user.

HALS can provide information for selected cities, large tunicipalities, and groupings of
smaller municipalivies. The HALS Custom Dara Service can regroup geographic areas to
ensure that the specific needs of the client are satished.

Publications

HALS Fact Sheets are a series of one page summaries of peninent information from the
Health and Activity Limitation Survey. Topics available now include data on Transportation,
Accommodation, Recreation, Employment and Education, both at the Canada and province
levels. Fact Sheets with a focus on seniors and persons with disabilities tn institutions at the
Canada level are also available. The Fact Sheets are available free of charge.

»*

A User’s Guide has been produced 10 provide background information about the survey,
a surmmary of the survey methodology, copies of all questionnaires, a list of available Census
variables, and instructions for ordering tabulations through HALS Custom Data Service.
There is no charge for this publication.

E

Disability and the Labour Market - An Analysis of Disabled Persons not in the
Labour Force, by Gary L. Cohen, ($15.00) outlines the main factors associated with the
high level of non-participation among persons with disabilies who face work limitations.
The report focuses on comparisons berween persons with disabilities who were active in the
labour market and those who were not in the laboor market.

h

A Profile of Three Disabled Populations, by Gary L. Cohen, ($15.00) divides the
disabled population into three groups: those whose condition ar health problem does not limit
their ability w0 work, those who are timited but able to work and those who are completely
unable to work. The report provides profiles of these three populations and outlines their
similarities and their differences.




Highlights: Disabled Persons in Canada is a presentation of HALS data at the Canada,
province and territorial level for various age groups. This includes selected demographic data
for persons residing in households as well as information on the nawre and severity of
disability, lifestyle, out-of-pocket expenses, income and the barriers faced by persons with
disabilities in the conduct of their everyday activitics. Catalogue # 82-602, $25.00 {$30.00
outstds Canada).

]

Subprovincial/subterritorial profiles feature HALS data similar to those presented in
Caalogue No. 82-602 above, at a more detailed geographic level,

Each profile includes data for selected census metropolitan areas (where applicable) as
well as data for seleceed municipalities or groopings of municipalities. The series consists
of:

Subprovincial Data for...
Cac#

Newfoundland 52-603
Prince Edward Igland B2-604
Nova Scota 82-605
New Brunswick R2-604
Quebec 82-507
Ontario 82-608
Manitoba B2-609
Saskatchewan B2-61{
Alberta 82-611
Bnitish Columbia 32-612
Subterrvitorial Data for...

Yukon ' B2-613
Northwest Territories B2-614

Each publication costs $26.00 ($31.00 cutside Canada) except for Quebec and Ontario
which each cost $30.00 ($36.00 outside Canada). The entire series of publications is available
at the reduced price of $256.00.
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Microdata Flles

The first microdata file contains approximately 132,000 non-idennfiable records of adults
aged 15 and over, (71,900 adults with disabilities and 60,000 non-disabled adults), residing
in households. Tabulations on this file are possible at the Canada, province and territory
level, a5 well as for 8 census meoopolitan arcas (CMA): St John's, Halifax, Montreal,
Toronto, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver. If the record is not part of a CMA,
its geographic designation (viz urban or rural} is indicated.

The cost of this micredata file including full documentation, is $3000. This documentation
includes a record layout and a full description of the 553 vantables. Standard statistical
packages such as SPSS and SAS can be nsed to produce tabuladons from this file.

&

The second microdata file contains approximately 17,400 non-identifiable records of
disabled adults aged 15 and over residing in health-related institutions. Tabulations on
this file are possible at the Canada level (excluding Yukon and the Northwest Termitories)
and province level, and by type of institution consisting of two groupings: special care homes
and institutions for the elderly and chronically ill, and all other institutions. The cost of this
microdata file, including full documentation, is $1,500.

]

The third microdata file contains approximately 35,160 non-identifiable records of
disabled and non-disabled children aged 14 years and under residing in houscholds.
Tabulations on this file are possible for Canada and the regions: East, Quebec, Ontario and
West (including Yokon and the Nonthwest Termitories). The cost of this microdata file,
including full documentation, is $1,000.
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To be released in 19940.....
Publications

Special Topic Reports - a series of nine reports. Each report examines a particular
subgroup within the popufation with disabilities, or deals with a major aspect of life for the
entire population with disabilities. The series consists of:

The Use of Assistive Devices by Persons with Disabilities

This report will focus on assistive devices used and nesded by persons with disabilides
aged 15 and older residing in households. A broad range of information will be provided
including information on the specific assistive device used by type and severity of the
disability. The information is presented for Canada, the provinces and temritories.

Employment and Income Characteristics of Persons with a Disability

This report will provide information on the association of employment and income and
disability. Using data from HALS and the 1986 Census of Population, the report will exarnine
the differences in labour market activity between the non-disabled population and the
population with disabilitiss for persons aged 15 10 64,

The report will focus on those Canadians with disabilities who are-able to work as well
as those who are unable to work, It will present results for the individuals with disabilites
who rewurned to school after the onset of their disability as well as those who did not do so.

Selected Socio-Economic Consequences of Disability for Women in Canada

This report will focus on the education, labour force characteristics and income of women
with disabilities. This population wili be compared to males with disabilities ag well a5 to the
non-disabled male and female populations.

Disabled Children in Canada
This report presents an analysis of the characteristics of disabled children by 2ge group,

gender and the type and severity of disability. It also examines how disabilities have affected
various aspects of 1ife such as education, leisure activities and ability to mavel.




Blindness and Visual Impairment in Canada

This report will analyze HALS data for visually impaired persons residing in honseholds
by province, age of onset, gender, severity and cause. The analysis will compare the visually
impaired population with the non-disabled population, for variables such as marital status,
family structure, educadon, employment and income and parficipation in leisure activites.

Profile of the Canadian Population Residing in Health Care Institutions

This report will profile adules with disabilities who reside in health care institutions. The
severity, rare and underlying cause of the disability are examined for these persons and a
comparison is made with the disabled residing in households. Some areas of analysis will
include out-of-pocket expenses, mobility and sources of help for selected activities. As well,
a section on children with disabilities in institutions includes analysis by gender, age group
and geographic region,

Leisure and Lifestyles of Persons with Disabilities in Canada

This report will analyze the recreation ard lifestyles of persons with disabilities residing
in households. It will highlight details of the frequency of participation in activities such as
visiting friends, talking on the telephone, shopping, eic. as well as obstacltes encountered
during such participation. The report will also examine support services used and/or needed
for everyday activities.

Canadians with Impaired Hearing

This report will analyze HALS data for heaning imnpaired persons residing in howseholds.
Tt deals with the severity and cause of hearing impairments by age of onset and gender, The
use of technical aids and the nimber and nature of other disabilities is also analyzed. The
report will compare the heaning impaired population with the non-disabled population for
such variables as marital stams, family strociure, education, employment and income.







