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Whitehorse experiences its coldest Octoberon record.
The mean temperature of-3.9°is4.5°degreesbelow
normal. Thecoldspell that dominatesthe monthbreaks
onthe 29'^ so thatbyHalloween temperatures are more
than 7 'above normal. Record-low temperatures are set
at most Yukonlocations. OldCrowis the coldest, with a
monthly mean of-15.6°andon the 28ft', a morning value
of-38°.

CLIMATIC
HIGHLIGHTS

October 1996
26tb-A minimum temperature of-40°at Colvllle Lake
is the coldest October temperature recorded so far In
Canada during the nineties.

utt'S 15th-A43.8cmsnowfall at Goose Bay Is themost ever
recorded in a two-dayperiod during October. Fortunately,
muchof the snowmelts quicklyas temperatures climbabove
the freezing mark: bythemorning ofthe 17tbonly9cmare
left on the ground.

:x

28tb-street flooding occurs In Surreyafter 50 mm of
rain soaks the Fraser Valley. With this rainfall, the Lower
Mainland'sprecipitationtotals for the monthreach
values of 250 to 300 mm, almost twice the normal, and
makingthis the third wettest Octoberon record.

10th - Thecold air that covers the west duringthe first week of the month
is just a memory as warmer air spreadsnorthward. Temperatures from
southern British Columbia to southern Saskatchewan reach into the mid-
twenties. A value of27.4°at Osoyooslsthe highest temperature in the
country this month.

15'^S 17th-High winds andheavy rains hitsouthwestern British
Columbia Onthe 15th, minor road floodingensues and several thousand
buildings In Surreyare without power dueto failing branches. Ferry
crossingsbetweenSwartz Bayand Tsawwassen are postponed. Two
dayslater,a more powerful system thathadstartedIts lifeas a typhoon
In the western Pacific and now characterized as a "marine bomb" hits
the coast. Winds well in excess of 150 km/h are recorded on the west
side of Vancouver Island. Off the northwest tip of the Island wave
heights reach30metres, the height ofa ten-story apartment building,
in Victoriahundreds of trees are downedand 23,000 homes are without
power. At a nearby marina more than fifty boats areheavily damaged
when three docks are broken and smashed.

1*1
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fdl-An earlysnowfall acrossthesouthern Prairies —15 to30cmfalls
across southern Alberta and Saskatchewan, 5 cm in southern Manitoba.
InCalgary, the weight of the snowsnaps trees and powerlines, plunging
14,000homesinto darkness. The cost of cleaning up the debris and
replacingtrees Is estimatedat $1million. Afterthe snowand heavyrain
that markedthe final weekof September, this snowfall is particularly
distressingforPrairiesfarmers. Aharvest that, until the final weekof
September hadappearedto be a record-setterwassuddenlyInjeopardy.

3Cf^ - Strong winds, gusting over 100 km/h, blast
across southern Ontario. Several people are
injured when hit by falling trees or wind-driven
debris. Near London, one person Is killed when a
partially-completed bam collapses on him.

15tb-Thunderstorms whiten the ground withhall Insouthernand
eastern Saskatchewan. Failingunusually late in the season, damage
to cropsis particularly expensive foraffected farmers, as hail
insurance generally doesnotextend beyond the end ofSeptember.
As well, upto 20 mmofrainfalls, delaying dryingofalready-wet
crops awaiting harvest.

Canada
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Weather Extremes, October 1996

Maximum

temperature (°C)
Minimum

temperature (°C)
Greatest

precipitation (mm)

British Columbia OSOYOOS 27.4 FORT NELSON A -21.1 ESTEVAN POINT 424.2

Yukon Territory HAINES rUNCnON . 14.8 OLD CROW -38.0 SWIFT RIVER 76.0

Northwest Territories HAYRTVER 11.6 COLVELLE LAKE -40.0 FORT SMITH A 53.0

Alberta ONEFOLIR 27.2 HENDRICKSON CREEK -26.2 LACOMBE 31.2

Saskatchewan CORONACH 26.0 STONY RAPIDS A -24.4 MOOSOMIN 81.6

Manitoba MORDEN 26.5 LYNN LAKE A -18.3 ISLAND LAKE 92.3

Ontario BURLINGTON 25.4 PEAWANUCK -12.8 THUNDERBAY 146.0

Quebec STE CLOTHILDE 24.8 LAC BENOrr -18.9 L'ASSUMPTION CDA 136.3

New Brunswick . CHARLOA 24.3 ST LEONARD A -5.6 MONCTON A 106.0

Nova Scotia GREENWOOD A 20.8 GREENWOOD A -3.9 YARMOUTH A 122.7

Prince Edward Island CHARLOTTETOWN A 19.8 CHARLOTTETOWN A -3.4 CHARLOTTETOWN A 112.5

Newfoimdland DANIELS HARBOUR 21.0 WABUSH LAKE A -12.6 GOOSE A 101.4

Across The

Country...

Highest Monthly Mean Temperature

Lowest Monthly Mean Temperature

Highest Temperature

Lowest Temperature

Heaviest Monthly Precipitation

Greatest Number of Bright Sunshine Hours

October 1996

BELLE RIVER ONT 12.3 °C

EUREKA NWT -23.0 °C

PITT MEADOWS CAMPBELL SC BC 27.4 °c

COLVELLE LAKE NWT -40.0 °c

ESTEVAN POINT CS BC 424.2 mm

GILLAM A MAN 52 hrs
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EXTREME MINIMUM

, TEMPERATURE

FOR THE MONTH
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50-kPa ATMOSPHERIC CIRCULATION

October 1996

9S/10/CD-96/10/31
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Mean geopptential heights
6-decametre Interval
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Normal geopotential heights for the month
6-decametre interval
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October 1996

£

TOTAL SNOWFALL

(cm)

October 1996

PER CENT OF NORMAL

SNOWFALL

October 1996

Maps showingpercentageof normalsnowfall are not produced for
low-snowfall months.
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SEASONALTOTAL OF HEATING
DEGREE-DAYS TO ENDOF OCTOBER

''

1996 1995 Normal

British Coiumbia
VICTORIA INTL A 496 447 511

PRINCE GEORGE A 933 842 859

VANCOUVER INTIA 432 345 437

PENTICTON A 496 382 425

KAMLOOPSA 464 378 424

Yukon Territory
DAWSON 1610

* *

WATSON LAKEA
* 1106 1138

North West Territories
INUVIKA

*
• 1633

YELLOWKNIFEA * 1152 1138

IQALUITA 1819 1798 1853

RESOLUTE A 2643 2737 2659

Aiberta

EDMONTON INTL A 865 875 840

CALGARY INTL A 806 824 762

MEDICINE HAT A 595 560 547

PEACE RIVER A 1030 925 911

Saskatchewan

MOOSE JAW A 668 603 604

REGINAA 748 642 676

PRINCE ALBERT A 783 753 813

SASKATOON A 795 751 710

Manitoba

BRANDON A 701 694 693

WINNIPEG INTL A 584
* 624

CHURCHILL A 1219 1321 1388

LYNN LAKE A 1005 1134 1123

THOMPSON A 1038 1134 1116

Ontario

KENORAA 609 641 649

THUNDER BAY A
* *

712

SUDBURYA 564 590 630

KAPUSKASING A 771 772 842

NORTH BAY A 566 604 647

OTTAWA INTL A 411 477

WINDSOR A 257 257 296

LONDON A
* 424 419

TORONTO INTL A 358 368 424

Quebec
MONTREAL INTL A 398

•

454

SHERBROOKE A
* * 660

SEPT-ILESA 855 839 930

MONTJOLIA 722 608 731 .

BAGOTVILLEA 672 594 733

. VALD'ORA
* 754 816

New Brunswick ,

FREDERICTONA 533 493 549

MONCTON A 552 523 562

SAINT JOHN A 636 555 592

Nova Scotia
GREENWOOD A 472 408 497

YARMOUTH A 537 418 518

Prince Edward isiand
CHARLOTTETOWN A 532 474 520

Newfoundiand
GANDERINTLA 724 732 753

ST JOHN'S A 695 715 729

GOOSEA 954 866 981

Values equal percentage of normal

,

—s ) ' '
? -t I—j

K*.Vv''| Less than or equal to 90% of normal n..

Y'Z^/y-'A More than orequal to 110% of nomial

Values equal percentage of normal

•—s •) ' '
/ =1 i_. \

IvVy.*-! Less than or equal to 90% of normal .

\//////\ More than or equal to 110% ofnormal
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October 1996

STATION

Temperolure C

Snowfall(cm) XofNormalSnowfall TotolPrecipitotion(mm) XofNormalPrecipitation Snowongroundatendofmonth(cm) No.ofdayswithPredip1.0mmormore BrightSunshine(hours) XofNormolBrightSunshine DegreeDaysbe1o«18C

Temperature C

Snowfall(cm) %ofNormalSnowfoll TotalPrecipitotion(mm) XofNormolPrecipitotion Snowongroundolendofmonth(cm) No.ofdoyswithPrecip1.0mmormore BrightSunshine(hours) XofNormalBrightSunshine DegreeDoysbe1o«18C

Meon DifferencefromNormal
Maximum

E
3

E
'c

S

STATION

Meon DifferencefromNormol
Maximum

Minimum

BRITISH YUKON TERRITORY
COLUMBIA

-30.7 829.2BURWASH -8.7 7.8

ABBOTSFORD A 10.2 0.2 25.6 0.0 0.0 234.4 150 15 109 241.8 DAWSON -10.9 8.4 -37.1 896.6

AGASSIZ CS 10.2 25.4 1.5 277.0 17 244.2 FARO -6.5 6.2 -23.5

CLINTON 1.9 17.5 -12.9 104.0 13
118 283.1

KOMAKUK BEACH -15.7 1.3 -32;8

COMOX A 8.9 -0.3 19.3 -0.7
10.0 -20.1TESLIN -2.4

670.8
CRANBROOK A. 5.1 -0.4 21.8 -8.5 39.9 229 10 148 90 401.3 WATSON LAKE A -3.6 -3.5 10.7 -21.8

OEASE LAKE CAMPBEL -1.2 11.9 -17.7 11.2 4 594.8
NORTHWEST9.9 21.2 1.5 424.2 17 252.0

FORT NELSON A -3.3 -4.3 15.2 -21.1 24 658.8 TERRITORIES

FORT ST JOHN A 1.3 -3.0 18.9 -17.3 33.2 220 9 516.8 ALERT -20.6 -1.1 -6.9 -35.2
97 14 53 794,8

HOPE 9.6 23.5 1.3 BAKER LAKE A -7.6 -0.2 1.0 -22.1 28.4

KAMLOOPS A 7.5 -1.0 21.1 -6.6 326.1 8R0UGHT0N ISLAND -8.0 -0.1 -3.0 -11.2

KELOWNA A 5.6 -1.4 22.2 -8.3 55.0 251 12 384.4 CAMBRIDGE BAY A -11.3 0.2 -0.1 -28.9

LANGARA 8.4 -0.6 14.7 2.7 303.6 112 27 296.8 CAPE DORSET A -4.1 1.5 -9.9 44.0 10 683.7

LYTTON 8.7 21.2 -3.0 34. B 6 286.9 CAPE DYER -8.0
0.6

-0.4 -12.6

MACKENZIE A 1.9 -1.7 15.5 -13.5 79.5 128 15 499.3 CAPE HOOPER -7.1 . -2.1 -11.1

MALAHAT BEACH 8.9 19.9 -0.2 186.4 15 283.2 CAPE PARRY A -11.7 -5.1 -1.5 -32.3

MCINNES ISLAND 9.4 -0.2 15.6 3.2 391.3 113 24 267.3 CLYDE A -8.9 -1.6 0.0 -19.3
16.1

833.5

NELSON ' 7.2 19.4 -2.7 88.8 14 336.2 COPPERMINE A -10.0 2.0 -35.4 30.2 7 6 868.3

PORT ALBERNI
7.6 -1.1 22.9 -4.9 323.0 CORAL HARBOUR A -7,1 0.3 0.1 -18.1 17.2 66 10

10 1270.88.6 23.0 -0.5 EUREKA -23.0 -0.7 -6.3 -38.1 9.6 103 14

PORT HARDY A B.4 -0.2 1B.0 -1.1 86 298.7 FORT RELIANCE -2.3 5.7 -19.6
25.7 97 733.4PRINCE GEORGE A 3.2 -1.6 1B.B -12.4 6.4 80 69.9 118 12 460.2 FORT SIMPSON A -5.7 -3.7 10.4 -21.5 9

8PRINCE RUPERT A B.I 0.1 16.8 -1.3 308.1 FORT SMITH A -2,1 -2.5 11.3 -22.8 31.2 178 53.0 189 14 624.4

PRINCETON 5.3 22.5 -9.4 392.6 HALL BEACH A -7,1 2.9 0.3 -16.0 11.5 52 4 776.6

QUESNEL A 4.4 -1.3 20.3 -10.7 HAY RIVER A -2.9 -3.8 11.6 -23.3 13.6 63 40.0 117 10 6 646.6

REVELSTOKE 6.3 15.2 -4.1 95.0 .16 363.0 IQALUIT A -5.0 -0.1 3.5 -15.6 21.6 51 B 7 712.5

SANDSPIT A 9.0 -0.1 16.7 2.2 214.1 109 25 280.3 LADY FRANKLIN POINT -6.9 0.1 0,7 -27.6

SHERIN6HAM POINT 9.4 18.4 2.2 266.5 LONGSTAFF BLUFF -8.1 1.1 -1.0 -18.2

SMITHERS A 3.6 -1.1 15.9 -8.8 7.2 99 71.4 115 17 82 91 447.7 MOULD BAY CAMP -21.8 -11.3 -36.3 1233.9

SPARWOOO 3.3 20.4 -11.5 35.6 6 456.1 NORMAN WELLS A -9.5 -4,7 3.1 -29.6 47.0 170 26.8 91 24 9 853.0

SQUAMISH 8.5 25.0 -1.2 371.8 15 295.0 PANGNIRTUNG -4.4 2.1 -10.1
22.0

694.8

SUMMERLANO CS 7.5 22.2 -4.2 27.8 6 325.9 RANKIN inlet A -5.6 1.6 -19.0 14 733.1

TERRACE A 5.9 -0.6 13.7 -1.5 0.0 0 202.5 101 22 70 375.7 RESOLUTEA -13.0 2.2 -2.3 -23.7 31.2 214 11 959.6

^VANCOUVERINT'L A 9.7 -0.3 20.5 tO.7 258.4 SHEPHERD BAY A -9.2 2.6 -0.1 -27.2

VICTORIA INT'L A 9.3 -0.4 22.1 -0.2 0.0 144.5 194 14 269.3 TUKTOYAKTUK -13;8 -0.5 -36.2

WILLIAMS LAKE A 3.1 -2.0 20.4 -12.2 7.4 91 48.0 146 7 98 73 462.0
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MATAGAMI MONT JOUA MONTREAL/DORVAL INNATASHQUAN ANORMANOIN QUEBEC CSROBERVAL ASEPT-ILES ASHERBROOKE AST HUBERT AVAL D'OR A

SAULT STE MARIE ASIOUX LOOKOUT ASU08URY ATHUNDER BAY ATIMMtNS ATORONTO ISLAND ATORONTO LESTER 8. PTRENTON AWATERLOO WELLINGTOIWAWA A
WIARTON AWINDSOR AQUEBEC BAGOTVILLE A8AIE COMEAU ABLANCSABLONA CHIBOUGAMAU 6ASPE AILES DE LA MADELEINJONQUIERE KUUJJUAQ A' KUUJJUARAPIK AL'ASSOMPTION CDALA GRANDE RIVIERE ALAC EON .MANIWAKI

STATION r*p yp®Q8!®
00^1« l^GDNI^ ItfOOO U*̂ŴOCJ OfOCD

Meon

Temperoture C

111 111' '1''11i.i.'
oooo ooo oo?

*wkjutu> KjioVj lol^ •^ki'u>U'L>l^k>kju>u^

Difference from Normal

_KJ' ____̂POKJ ___KJ —^_KJ ——•_ VkJ K̂JKJ y,KJ
Mopp: .^^ou pu.^p PF^NP

o>a>a)0 u)aoo l^Vjooo oUtVjo^ oi

Moximum

1,t1I'll 11J. 11111II111ir1•111III j.1 o>uq)P powp PPPP PP^P opPP*P r'PPP r'P
Owioui OCD^O CjbtUlU* l«k) ^U)1»0 CJCDOtO (DO

Minimum

5.6

0.0
0.0

0.8

7.5 :
15.1

32.3

0.0

5.2

20.4

Snowfoli (cm)

KJ

oui o»w
>ôoo•>«<

%of Normoi Snowfoli

108.3

73.4

75.B 70.6
99.8

69.2
45.2
72.0
104.8 78.0 77.0 29.7
59.3 136.3 65.3

B9.8
82.6
75.5
79.2 113.6 85.8 62.9
115.1 50.0

Total Precipitotion (mm)

uiŜ oSoeo u»® *5PIJI ûPsJ ô̂'Oxj o<oU)%of Normal Precipitation

0

7

0

0

0

1

3

10

4

Snow on ground at end of month (cm)

ooro iô̂xj CDWI 9*1/1 O—UOl ♦O<DOKĴNo. of doys with Precip 1.0 mmor more

xj Xj S
oCOO^KJ Bright Sunshine (hours)

o%of Normal Bright Sunshine

378.8 384.1 423.7 249.2
273.1 306.5 299.9 373.8
293.4 207.1

407.6
495.4
404.5 312.4 403.3 556.1
491.0 323.8 521.1 555.5
358.6 488.5 409.9 306.4
430.9 443.1 370.9 434.6
438.3 366.2 319.6

Degree Days below 18C 80NAVISTA 1CARTWRiGHT |CHURCHILL fallsDANIELS HARBOURDEER LAKE AGANDER INT'L AGOOSE AMARY'S HARBOURNAIN APORT AUX BASQUESST JOHN'S AST LAWRENCE STEPHENVILLE AWABUSH LAKE A

NEW BRUNSWICKCHARLO AFREDERICTONA MONCTON ASAINT JOHN AST LEONARD ANOVA SCOTIAAMHERST GREENWOOD ASYDNEY AYARMOUTH APRINCE EDWARDISLAND CHARLOTTETOWN ANEWFOUNDLAND ARGENTIA

STATION

ocyt.^xj pt;xiMUj PPo*P PPPP
l^b>o Ljio »o**

Mean

Temperature C

111 1iII ,111ill.-,
ppoop. oopo PPL_.p—pP

Ki<7i. 1- t^lOO *—oLj^

Difference from Normal

^̂̂̂̂̂̂̂̂̂KJ PO
—̂«D>^(DLj-J(jitn r^P ^PPr' PNPtT'P

Jbxjoa^u) xj^oo oLi ioooa> xjido^ ooi okjoui

Moximum

i*1111111i1i.>1'111111"111 opxgp MOtO;-. pPp^pp
btoLjO-UIOOO UlioKJO oVitfO' 9>99ixj^0i

Minimum

0.0

0.2
0.0

1.6

17.6

0.0
2.2
35.7

57.4

Snowfoli (cm)

io5—ÔONONCDo<oWOCOo
%of Normal Snowfoli

105.2
106.0
103.6

88.6 122.7

112.5

94.4

51.6
72.8 101.4

Total Precipitotion (mm)

(33S5
NO«0ÔM̂OO

%of Normal Precipitotion

0

1

0

1

Snow on ground at end of month (cm)

JoOn Û) UĴ̂CĴ UNNo. of doys with Precip 1.0 mrn or more

«o ŷ
CDOBright Sunshine (hours)

98

Xof Normal Bright Sunshine

375.1 354.3 359.4 .360.9
389.1 368.8

329.6 329.3 304.7

344.4 300.8

313.7
474.9 553.8
403.2 380.0 478.2

330.1 357.1
342.0 352.2 556.2

Degree Doys below 18C
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