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2nd 4 3rd_Temperatures throughout the
Yukondrop below-40?, breaking several
temperature records. The coldest location Is
Mayo,whichbottoms out at-53?

CLIMATIC ^
HIGHLIGHTS

January 1997

As the New Year arrives, the worst blizzard conditions In several
years hit southern Baffin Island. Only two cm of new snow falls, but
winds of 80 km/h, gusting at times to 110 kmdi, whip up previously-
fallen snow, reducing visibility to zero. When drifts of a metre or
more block most roads in Iqaluit, the only method of travel is by
snowmobile. Withtemperatures hovering around -26", the high
winds produce chill factors that make It feel well below -60

The month ends withsome hope of warmer days
ahead, as the temperatures in southwestern British
Columbia reach the low teens.

Jan 5th-A warm front moving through southwestern Quebec
produces a wide area offreezing rain. North of Montreal more
than 200,000 households and businesses are left without power
when hydro lines are snapped. It's not until five days later that
power is restored to the entire area.

Jan25^^ to27^ - Temperatures across thePrairies hittheir lowest
point this winter. Overnight lows from the Rockies to Hudson Bay
drop wellbelow 40", rising through the day to only the mid minus i
twenties. A warming trend finally shows up during the last two days H
ofthemonth. InCalgary, where chlnook winds raise temperatures ™
above the freezing mark, the cit/s heavy accumulation of snow
begins to rapidly melt, turning streets Into slush or small lakes.

As January begins, problems arising from December's late
snowfall continue In southwestem British Columbia. The Fraser
Canyon, which had been closedto highway traffic aftermore, than I
150 avalanches had buried the roadway In snow as much as 20
metres deep,'Is finallyre-opened on the Stri, At Boston Bar,
helicopters had been needed toferry Inemergencysuppliesafter I
the community ran low on food and fuel. On Vancouver Island a
particularlyfierce storrri on New Year's Day produces winds in
excess of 100 km/h and topples hundreds of trees near Port
Albeml. Total costsfrom weather-related damages during thelast ]
week of December and the first week of January are expected to
reach $200 million. The Vancouver area Is hit with another storm
on January 29^^, thistime with heavyrain. More than65mm
falls,most of it during the evening hours. Innumerable
basements are flooded, and several roads are either flooded or
washed out completely.

Freezing rain causes traffic mayhem In Halifax on the 5^^^. [
I Passengersare trapped forhalfan hourwhen a bus
i slides into a hydro pole, and 30 cars are Involved In a

pileup on the west side of the city. Another storm hits all I
threeMariVme provinces on the Although thestorm \

residents their first chance to use their snow shovels and
I snow blowers. Five to ten cm ofsnow fall In most areas
j before turning to rain. Threepeople die instorm-related

After temperatures rise tospring-like values of10ormore the |
previous weekend, winterweather hits southern Ontarioand
southem Quebec on the 9th and 10th. The usual array of
traffic accidents occurs when 10 to 15 cm ofsnow fall In the
area bordering the lower Great Lakes on the 9th. The next
day 20to25 cm falls along the upper St. Lawrence. A20-car |
chain-reaction collision In the Eastern Townships is blamed
on theweather. Ascoldairfloods Inbehlrid thisstorm, strong \
southwesterly winds produce snow squalls over the Niagara
Peninsula. The area between Fort Erie and Niagara Falls Is
virtually shut down as snowfyll amounts reach 60 cm.

Jan 16t^to 19^- Another blast of winter hits all of Ontario and most of Quebec.
Temperatures drop below40"In northern parts ofbothprovinces, whilevalues In the
south approach -30 ® With winds of kmrii accompan^ng the am'val of the cold, chill
factors make It feel more like -50" to -60". To the lee of the Great Lakes heavy snow
squalls develop. The heaviest occur north of Sault Ste. Marie, where a 40 cm snowfall
resultsInthe closing ofthe Trans-Canada Highway. Warm airmovesbackintosoutheri)^
Oritariodn the21^^,butaccompanying itIsanareaoffreezing rain thatcontributes to
several multi-caraccidents. North ofToronto, Highway 400 Isclosed during the evening |
alter 50 cars encounter each other a little too closely In an area of black Ice.
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Weather Extremes, January 1997

Maximum

temperature (°C)
Minimum

temperature (°C)
Greatest

precipitation (mm)

British Columbia PITT MEADOWS 13.7 PUNTZI MOUNTAIN -45.7 ESTEVAN POINT CS 415.0

Yukon Territory HAINES JUNCTION 6.8 MAYO -52.7 HAINES JLTNCTION 21.0

Northwest Territories PANGNIRTUNG 0.5 INDIN RTVER -49.5 IQALUIT , 33.2

Alberta CARDSTON 11.7 GRANDE PRAIRIE -46.7 WATERTON PARK GATE 70.5

Saskatchewan CYPRESS HILLS PARK 8.4 MEADOW LAKE A -47.0 ASSINIBOIA AIRPORT 42.3

Manitoba MORDEN 4.5 WASAGAMING -44.3 MELITA 34.7

Ontario BELLE RIVER 15.8 EARLTON -40.9 MUSKOKA 206.0

Quebec STE CLOTHILDE 9.0 LAC BENOrr -45.2 VALCARTIER 188.0

New Bruns\vick MONCTON A 9.5 ST LEONARD A -36.8 ST LEONARD A 145.6

Nova Scotia GREENWOOD A 11.9 AMHERST -22.6 SYDNEY 174.4

Prince Edward Island CHARLOTTETOWN A 8.2 CHARLOTTETOWN A -21.8 CHARLOTTETOWN A 72.5

Newfoundland DANIEL'S HARBOUR 10.0 CHURCHILL FALLS -38.9 PORT AUX BASQUES 159.4

Across The

Country...

Highest Monthly Mean Temperature VICTORIA UNIVERSITY BC 5.8 °C

Lowest Monthly Mean Temperature EUREKA NWT -37.7 "C

Highest Temperature BELLE RTVER ONT 15.8 °C

Lowest Temperature MAYO YT -52.7 °C

Heaviest Monthly Precipitation ESTEVAN POINT CS BC 415.0 mm

Greatest Number of Bright Sunshine Hours ESTEVAN SASK 125.5 hrs

January 1997 f Canadian Climate Suiiimary
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SEASONALTOTALOF HEATING
DEGREE-DAYSTO ENDOF JANUARY

1997 1996 Normal

British Columbia

VICTORIA INTLA 1796 1577 1763

PRINCE GEORGE A 3542 3413 3183

VANCOUVER INT'LA 1776 1528 1715

. PENTICTONA * 2028 2085

KAMLOOPSA *

2269 2284

Yukon Territory
DAWSON * * ' *

WATSON LAKE A * *

4742

North West Territories

INUVIKA *
*

5644

YELLOWKNIFEA *

4932 3874

IQALUITA 5096 5131 5382

RESOLUTE A ' *

6999 6947

Alberta

EDMONTON INTL A *

3897 3493-

CALGARY INTL A 3587 3454 3067

' MEDICINE HAT A 3398 3264 2859

PEACE RIVER A 4332 4308 3843

Saskatchewan
MOOSE JAW A 3686 3527 3177

REGINAA *

3712 3427

PRINCE ALBERT A 4130 4051 3843

SASKATOON A 4089 3980 3554

Manitoba

BRANDON A 3952 3926 3552

WINNIPEG INTL A *

3450

CHURCHILL A • 5078 4966

LYNN LAKE A 4687 4798 4634

THOMPSON A 4649 4863 4595

Ontario

KENORAA 3626 3737 3445

THUNDER BAY A * *

3272

SUDBURYA * *

3058

KAPUSKASINGA 3555 3890 3680

NORTH BAY A 2967 3236 3044

OTTAWAINT'LA * 2791' 2683

WINDSOR A 2026 2102 2030

LONDON A * *

2296

TORONTO INT'LA 2199 2360 2305

Quebec

MONTREAL INTL A 2431 *

2601

SHERBROOKEA •
*

2941

SEPT-ILESA 3245 3409 3468

MONTJOLIA 2875 2955 3040

BAGOTVILLEA 3073 3281 3328
VALD'ORA *

3736 3527

New Brunswick

FREDERICTONA *

2654, 2684

MONCTONA 2477 2657 2622

SAINT JOHN A *
2611 2599

Nova Scotia

GREENWOOD A 2148 2272 2302

YARMOUTH A 2108 . 2097 2140

Prince Edward Island
CHARLOTTETOWNA 2370 2459 2474

Newfoundland

GANDER INTL A 2574 2693 2706

ST JOHN'S A t

2509 2482

GOOSEA 3441 3553 3717

Values equal percentageof ncrnial

of normal

ofnormal *'•

Values equal percentage ofnormal

Less than or equal to 90% ofnormal ^

More than orequal to 110% ofnormal" ''•r
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50-kPa ATMOSPHERIC CIRCULATION

January 1997
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SLAVE LAKE VEGREVILLE AECWHITECOURT ASASKATCHEWAN BROADVIEW COLLINS BAYCORONACH SPCESTEVAN A
INDIAN HEAD CDAKINDERSLEY ALA RONGE AMEADOW LAKE AMOOSE JAW ANiPAWIN ANORTH 6ATTLEF0RD A

RED DEER AROCKY MTN HOUSE

ALBERTA BROOKS CALGARY INT'L ACAROSTON CLARESHOLM COLD LAKE AEDMONTON INT'L AEDMONTON MUNICIPALEDMONTON STONY PLAEDSON FORT CHIPEWYAN AFORT MCMURRAY AHIGH LEVEL ALACOMBE COA 2LETHBRIDGE ALETHBR1D6E COA LLOYOMINSTERA MEDICINE HAT APEACE RIVER APINCHER CREEK

STATION 1i11J.11<11•1i1>11, till ,11J; 1J.111I1J. 1.1I
u)«ooNi -^co- o0;a»<oo ^coKjcn

ooro«o ocjfou VjcDioo cn^ljuicd kj«^^oao

Mean

Temperature C

II1i(11iI1111till 1
Ĥr^HNN N

<7v oI-COCo o«b*kj Lj ÂL>Inbvb» L, Co

Difference from Normal

^Njcn<^ _^^u)o u(.n^Pr*>PP :^pop ^^ooC
mkjlno C.nLja}Co (sLnl^kj \oodtnLn *«j cj o>oub* o^^cnoj Incnbto) l^LjkjLn

Moximum

,1i11I1111111111t1(III 111Itill 1111I111
4^U)CJU> CJ^-^4k U.iLOCJ

^̂CD-o^nj^o aD<o>oto ou>ajLncju* lj^ocd ôok̂jouo*^\oo
1^-^bvo Qj-^osb^ ^cokjNj Of kj kjcokjcD cnoDOtCo sokjsut CorokjCo Lnkj-^kj b>l^Ljto

Minimum

1 35.0

30.2
14.7

23.8

19.8

21.7

13.6

10.6
; 33.4

26.6

Snowfall (cm)

194

134

57

66

75

63

157

117

%of Normal Snowfoli

1

1 18.5
13.0
26.0
13.8
4.5

18.0
15.5
19.7

24.5

22.7
5.3

19.9

0,0

23.5
9.4
33.6

: 21.8 38.4 14.0

Tolal Precipitolion (mm)

«.4KJ Ô•O'CO'iiijCD^OtLjS
Ok UJ 03ÔOt OtOO <0OAK»%of Normal Precipilotlon
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CDCT» cn^̂KJ CD-vl bfi ĈiJ Or' ••J-O CD p̂Ab/i O

tou)«D LJCoL^^ u)0^9k *_^CD CJ>'>J(.nO* OGD CDbnl/tVg

Minimum

66.8
26.1

76.6
62.2

57.8

96.6 51.4

62.3
74.8

Snowfall (cm)

o^o ooUIO
001.71 U)0 OO%of Normal Snowfall

109.1

113.6
145.6

72.5

114.2
18.2

109.0 159.4

123.0

Told Precipilalion (mm)

129

89

68

136

112

94

%of Normal Precipitolion
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Degree Doys below 16C
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