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February's warmest artd coldest temperatures come
on the last two days of the month, as the mercury hits
19° on the southern part of Vancouver Island on the
Z/fi and dropsto-41° at Eureka on the 28"'.

CLIMATIC
HIGHLIGHTS

February 1997

19th &20th - Prince Edward Island experiences its first winterstorm L
oftheseason as 20cmofsnowfalls. Maintenance crewsstruggle toI
keep roads open as winds of more than 75 km/h result in widespreadM
drifting. The drifting comes toanendonthe21^^ when freezing rain
reduces the quantity of loose snow. The storm also drops 10 cm of
snow in eastern New Brunswick and parts of Nova Scotia.

J i \
9^-A majorwinter stormmoving through the Uarrtimes dumpsI
30cm ofsnow onnorthern New Brunswick. In the southern part |
of the province, and over Nova Scobs a combinationof snow,
freezing rain, andrain result instreet flooding In Saint John, and |
contribute to a three-fatality car accident In Halifax. Over the
next few days thecentre ofthe storm moves northward, bringing |

' blizzard conditions to much of Baffin Island.

27th- Febwary departs witha blast Insouthern Ontario.
Winds over the Niagara Peninsula reach 130 km/h, blowing
down signs andpowerlines. InWelland theroofofa senior |
citizens' home Is partly torn off. The BurlingtonSkyway Is
closed aftera tractor trailer Isnearly blown offthebrid^.

25th - in Winnipeg, temperatures climbabove zero
forthe firsttimesince November8th. The string of
108 days Is the longest continuous sub-zero period
on record for the history. The previous mark was
102 days, set during the Krakatoa-wlnter of 1883/84.

This Is the second snowiest February
on record at Quebec City,witha total
ISS.Scm. Only the 210 cm IbBin
1939 Is higher.

13th-l7th-A 'Febniary thaw"pushes daytime highs well above zero
across most of/tlberta. As temperatures exceed 10° In the south the
unusually deep snow that has builtup during the previous two months
begins to melt, hi Calgary, where considerable street hooding occurs,
side streets are described as a 'huge Slurpee.' As well, the warming
forces the postponement of Worid Cup botrsled races. Winter returns
on the if as a cold front sweeps through the province. MId-aftemoon
temperatures at Calgary drop from 10° to the freezing mark In less
than an hour. North of the city whiteout conditions accompanying the
frontal passage contribute to a 40-vehlcle plleup that closes Highway 2
for several hours.

20th 22"9 - After heavyrain falls acrosstha lowerGreatLakes,
hooding followsIn several parts of southwestern Ontario. Most
affected are the valleys of the Saugeen and the Grand, where as
much as 75 mm of rain Is measured. When cold air makes a rapid
returnlate on the 21^1 and on the 22'"', wet roads.are suddenlyIce-
covered; hve weather-related traffic deaths occur near Toronto.
Three-hour lineups at Ottawa emergency wards are common as the
rain, freezing soon after It falls, makes the city dangerous even for
walking. In Montreal and nearby regions nearly 100,000 people are
without power after freezing rain and high winds bring down hydro
lines. Farther down the St. Lawrence, more than 50 cm of snow falls
In the Quebec City area. Three deaths occur two-ofthem from
exposure after a group of teenagers become lost In the storm.

vol. 2

1^1
Environment Environnement

Canada Canada Canada



DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL

MEAN TEMPERATURE

(°C)
February 1997

MEAN TEMPERATURE

(°C)

February 1997

Canadian Climate Summary

CANADIAN CLIMATE SUMMARY
VOLUME 1

Managing editor .... Makolm Geast
Editor English version Makolm Geast
Editor French version . . Alain Cailkt

Data manager Robert Eals
Computer support Robert Eals
Art layout Kristina Cztya
Subscriptioh Manager . . . Chris Kocot

Climatic Summary is a monthly publication
(disponible aussi en fran^ais) of the Cana
dian Meteorological Centre, Atmospheric
Envifomnent Service, 4905 Dufferin SL,
Downsview, Ontario, Canada M3H 5T4

The data in this publication are based on
unverified reports from approximately 225
Canadian synoptic weather stations. Arti
cles do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Department.

ISSN 1207-8514

® (416) 739-4328
Fax: (416)739-4446

Email: ccs@ec.gc.ca

February 1997



Weather Extremes, February 1997

Maximum

temperature (°C)

British Columbia.

Yukon Territory

Northwest Territories

Alberta

Saskatcheww

Manitoba

Ontario

' Quebec

New Brunswick

Nova Scotia

Prince Edward Island

Newfoundland

Across The

Country...

SHERINGHAM POINT

CARCROSS

HAYRIVERA

SUNDREA

MAPLE CREEK

BOISSEVAIN

PORTWELLER

STE CLOTHILDE

ST STEPHEN

GREENWOOD A

CHARLOTTETOWN A

ST JOHN'S A

HighestMonthlyMean Temperature

Lowest Monthly Mean Temperature

Highest Temperature

Lowest Temperature

Heaviest Monthly Precipitation

Greatest Number of Bright Sunshine Hours

18.0,

10.0

10.4

16.0

12.4

ihis

17.9

12.1

8.4

11.9

4.4

6.6

Minimum

temperature (°C)

BIG CREEK -26.6

OGILVIE RTVER -46.0

EUREKA -49.7

EDSON -42.7

KEYLAKEA -46.7

THOMPSON A -41.3

ARMSTRONG A -41.3

LACBENOrr -45.6

ST LEONARD A -32.4

TRURO -19.9

CHARLOTTETOWN A -20.5

CHURCHILL FALLS -36.7

UNIVERSITY OF YICTORIA

EUREKA

SHERINGHAM POINT

EUREKA

ESTEVAN POINT

GOOSE BAY
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Greatest

precipitation (mm)

ESTEVAN POINT

WATSON LAKE

NORMAN WELLS A

MILDRED LAKE

BUFFALO NAROWS

GILLAM, STARBUCK

WINDSOR

MANIWAKI AIRPORT

SAINT JOHN

YARMOUTH A

CHARLOTTETOWN A

PORT AUX BASQUES

BC 6.9 °C

NWT -41.2 °C

BC 18.0 "C

NWT -49.7 °C

BC 215.6 nun

NFLD 159.0 hrs

215.6

26.0

21.0

37.7

20.5

28:o

107.6

143.3

106.2

112.4

79.2

93.5
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TOTAL SNOWFALL

(cm)
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SEASONAL TOTAL OF HEATING
DEGREE-DAYS TO ENDOF FEBRURY

1997 1996 Normal

British Coiumbia
VICTORIA INTL A 2143 1957 2135

PRINCE GEORGE A 4128 4075 3847

VANCOUVER INT'LA * 1927 2091

PENTICTONA
* 2586 2574

KAMLOOPSA
* 2851 2812

Yukon Territory
DAWSON

• t *

WATSON LAKEA
• ' • 5772

North West Territories
INUVIKA

* *

6958

YELLOWKNIFEA
* 6097 5075

IQALUITA 6470 6312 6649

RESOLUTE A
* 8393 8389

Aiberta

EDMONTON INTL A * 4725. 4309

CALGARY INTL A 4172 4145 3755

MEDICINE HAT A 3973 3973 3562

PEACE RIVERA 5089 5188 4729

Saskatchewan

MOOSE JAW A 4431 4314 3988

REGINAA
* 4610 4301

PRINCE ALBERT A 4970 4980 4804

SASKATOON A 4911 4904 4456

Manitoba

. BRANDON A 4801 4889 4488

WINNIPEG INT'LA
*

* 4386-

CHURCHILL A
• 6241 6195

LYNN LAKE A 5746 5869 5743

THOMPSONA 5724 5932 5698

Ontario

KENORAA 4486 4677 4355

THUNDER BAY A
* * 4144

SUDBURYA
* * 3905

KAPUSKASINGA 4523 4919 4649

NORTH BAY A
• 4116 3874

OHAWAINTLA
* 3575 3453

WINDSOR A 2554 2721 2650

LONDONA
* • 2982

TORONTO INT'LA 2795 3050 2987

Quebec
MONTREAL INTL A 3154 * 3360

SHERBROOKEA * • 3747

SEPT-ILESA 4193 4291 4345

MONTJOLIA 3684 3767 3855

BAGOTVILLEA 3984 4205 4234

VALD'ORA
* 4752 44^

New Brunswick
FREDERICTONA

* 3387 3434

MONCTONA 3218 3376 3362

SAINT JOHN A
« 3318 3328 .

Nova Scotia
GREENWOOD A 2767 2906 2973

YARMOUTH A 2660 2695 2744

Prince Edward island
CHARLOHETOWNA 3111 3155 3209

Newfoundland

GANDER INTLA 3330 3298 3426

ST JOHN'S A
* 3075 3135

GOOSE A 4485 4442 4665

Values equal percentage of noimal.

. . 1 J
Less tban or equal to 90% ofnormal

More than or equal to 110% ofnormal" V—-

Values equal percentage ofnormal

LI I • • 1• • • *1

T

1 i j
Less than or equal-to 90% ofnormal »

More than or equal to 110% ofnormal V-—
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HEATING ENERGY
REQUIREMENT

(HEATING DEGREE-DAYS)
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TO END OF
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EXTREME MINIMUM

TEMPERATURE

FOR THE Mor*n>i

(°C)

February 1997

EXTREME MAXIMUM

TEMPERATURE
FOR THE MONTH

(°C)
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50-kPa ATMOSPHERIC CIRCULATION

February 1997

97/02/D3-97f02/2H

"N L

Mean geopotential heights
6-decametre Interval

97/02/01-97/02/

Normalgeopotential heights for the month
6-decametre interval

50 E

97/02/03-97/02/20 /

26* VV

Mean geopotential height anomaly
6-decametre interval

37/02/01-97/02/20 ^97/0} 1/31

120 W

Mean height difference w/r to previous month
6-decametre interval

Canadian Climate Summary February 1997



X
jB

ui
m

ns
3J

B
U

II
13

ir
ei

pB
uc

Q
/.

66
I

-t
re

iu
q

aj

VANCOUVER INT'L AVICTORIA INT'L AWILLIAMS LAKE A
SPARWOOD SOUAMISH SUMMERLANDCS TERRACE A

REVELSTOKE SANDSPIT ASHERINGHAM POINTSMITHERSA

PRINCE GEORGE APRINCE RUPERT APRINCETON QUESNEL A
PORT HARDY A

NELSON PENTICTON A
LANGARA LYTTON MACKENZIE AMALAHAT

FORT ST JOHN AHOPE KAMLOOPS AKELOWNA A

CRANBROOKA DEASE LAKE CAMP8ELIESTEVAN POINT.CSFORT NELSON A
ABBOTSFORO AAGASSIZ CSCLINTON COMOXA

BRITISH COLUMBIA

STATION •091*^

1i
0̂Uf Ul

btabb

11
J.O»pf>J

kikibb

1>1

U)̂ b
^pPp

b̂̂̂bbuib

111
pp<^9k

^buitj

'I
.Mpa>Ki

io*Ljtd

1

p̂U* Uh
bbbiu

Mean
5*

3

mPP
ImCD-^

N
b

Ui 10

bLj
7*pp

biob

0.8

1

b

1

Po
1mUI

p
UI 1m

0.6

0.2

Difference from Normal
o

o

s

eS*3
bbb

bSp
bLjbb

wiijpSklj
itjb^b

9.5
11.1
8.4
11.3

pppp
buibb

M«gui 0
bbbb

10.4
M.O
11.1
7.6

bp;k<o
kib^Vj

ooSp
bbbb

Maximum n

I11 91 pU)
VjVb.i.=ia 0«1mC9

-17.8 -0.9 -1.8
-15.4

iiii. i popp
iki^uiLj

1'i.' ppp
bbtjb

1Kl >
p.up^

bbuiui

ill!
pppp

bbbb

iii. Pe.'̂p
blMbki

)i11 p.-^ui*.
">4 1̂m1m

Minimum

pp'p
bbb

10.0

24.8

0*0

9.4

39.4
7.6

Kl

PP
bb

0.0

0.2

Snowfall (cm)

01.M
eoo

UI
4k0

00

139

64

36

130

Kl 0
Xof Normal Snowfoll

.•OiO

bbb

o)fS
mp

tob

63.0

16.0

UI UI
0p

b- u) bb

0.5

75.4

23.5 132.1 17.2
19.5

4.9

215.6 17.7

151.5 133.0
47.8

Totol Precipitotion (mm)

«^eo
>CJ

Oh
cs

109 1

106

0
(S

u*
UI

b*00
0

22

109

93

39

Xof Normal Precipitation

K)
«o

UI♦ a*

10

44

Snow on ground at end of month (cm)

tfi SS

11

13

13

4

•>4 sUI
0

12

Oh^Sw* UI ui Kl

13
11

9

No. of days with Precip 1.0 mmor more

^000
OhBright Sunshine (hours)

-

122
91

Xof Normal Bright Sunshine

347.4 566.8

604.2 395.5
460.4

PoP9 bi^btj 586.0
600.0 568.3

367.9
485.7 515.2

>
UI

«o

b

pu«" ŵj Ô) «
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