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April 1997 Monthly review ofCanadian climate and water

1st- The month's coldest
temperature, -45.5°is
recorded at Mould Bay.

CLIMATIC
HIGHLIGHTS

April 199719ths 20th - Ice-jamsand rapidsnowmelt result Insignificant flooding In
Trail, Peace River, and Foil McMurray. Parts of all three townsare under
overa metre of water. Several thousand people are put out of their homes,
and damagesexceed $20 million. One mandrownsIn Trail.

16th-A warmdayacross the Prairies as
temperatures reach Into the lowtwenties: In
Saskatchewan, both Rosetown andMaple Creekf

' the warmest Inthe country InApril.

z

jsf tosrd-A major winterstormhitstheMaritlmes.
Prince Edward isiand receives 25 to 35 cm of snow, white
Nova Scotia's 20 to 50 cm is acconrianied by freezing rain
and rain. The heaviest snowfali is found at Moncton where
60 cmare recorded duringtwo days ofblizard conditions.

29th - Another late-season snowstorm dumps 12-15 cm
of snow In northern New Brunswick, on Prince Edward
Islandand CapeBreton. tMnds reach over150km/h.
Schools are closed. This is the latest in the school
year that schools havebeen closeddue to snow. Parts
of Newfoundland receive 20 to 30 cm of snow.

1st to 3rd - Snowmelt and Icejams result
In flooding In southern Saskatchewan.
Evacuationsare necessary In MooseJaw.
Highways are closed. Onebridge Is
damaged and anotherdestroyed.

4th&sth- Five hundredpassengersare
stranded on the Newfoundlatid toCape Breton \
ferryafter fourdays of easterly windsthat
reach 90 km/hpiles up Ice along the route.

6thand 7th Mosthighways InManitoba are closed
aftera late winterstorm brings high winds, SOtoAOcm
of snow,freezingtain S Ice pellets, and temperatures
well below 10°. AtWinnipeg, theairport andmost
roads areclosed, after43cmofsnow falls thecity's
greatest one-daysnowfallon record.

6th - Icejamsandsnowmeltresultin
floodingon rivers in the Sudburyarea. Parts
of several communities are under water.

Possiblythe worst-ever flooding on recordIn Manitoba. On
the 20th, the town ofEmerson isevacuated. More towns are \
evacuated in the next few days, as a state of emergency is
declared. Bymonth's end25,000people are forced out of
their homes as the river swells to a 40 kilometre-wide lake.

Insouthern Ontario, earlyspring conditionswith
record-setting temperatures in the iowtwenties on
the 6thare short-livedas freezingrain, snowflurries,
and sub-zero valuesreappearthe nextday. Bythe
middleof the weekthe mercuryhas droppedto -10°,
setting records forcold across SouthernOntario.
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Weather Extremes, April 1997

Maximum

temperature (°C)
Minimum

temperature (°C)
Greatest

precipitation (mm)

British Columbia PITT MEADOWS . 23.2 YOHOPARK -20.2 ESTEVAN POINT 238.8

Yukon Territory DRURY CREEK 18.5 OGEVE RIVER -39.0 MAYO 28.2

Northwest Territories. FORT PROVIDENCE 19.2 MOULD BAY CAMP -45.5 CAPE DORSET 20.8

Alherta BROOKS 23.9 HENDRICKSON CREEK -28.3 CAMPSE 40.0

Saskatchewan MAPLE CREEK & ROSETOWN 24.5 KEYLAKEA
U

-37J WASKESIULAKE 70.4

Manitoba PERSON 22.5 BERENS RIVER ,-30.0 STEINBACH 99.3

Ontario. TORONTO PEARSON INT'L 22.6 REDLAKE -23.8 NORTH BAY 64.1

Quebec STE CLOTHILDE 23.7 SCHEFFERVILLE A -23.8 BLANCSABLONA 105.0

New Brunswick FREDERICTONA 16.6 MONCTONA -12.6 ST LEONARD A 65.2

Nova Scotia WESTERN HEAD 17.5 GREENWOOD A -12.8 YARMOUTH A 131.8

Prince Edward Island CHARLOTTETOWN A 11.3 CHARLOTTETOWN A -6.9 CHARLOTTETOWN A 65.3

Newfoundland GOOSE A , • 14.3 WABUSHLAKEA -27.6 INDIAN BAY 204.6

Across The

Country...

Highest Monthly Mean Temperature AGGASE BC 10.2 -c

Lowest Monthly Mean Temperature MOULD BAY CAMP NWT . -24.1 °C

Highest Temperature MAPLE CREEK & ROSETOWN SASK 24.5 .°c

Lowest Temperature MOULD BAY CAMP NWT -45.5 °c

Heaviest Monthfy Precipitation ESTEVAN POINT BC 238.8 mm

Greatest Number of Bright Sunshine Hours BAKERLAKE NWT 251 hrs
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SEASONAL TOTAL OF HEATING

DEGREE-DAYS TO END OF APRIL

1997 1996 Nomnal

British Columbia
VICTORIA INTLA 2786 2549 2791

PRINCE GEORGE A 5161 5085 4826

VANCOUVER INTLA
*

2502 2730

PENTICTON A
* 3300 3271 ^

KAMLOOPSA
* 3546 3490

Yukon Territory
DAWSON

* * *

WATSON LAKE A
* • 7214

North West Territories
INUVIKA

* • 9232

IQALUITA 8688 8389 8921

RESOLUTE A
* 11062 11167

Alberta

EDMONTON INTLA
• 5917 5468

CALGARY INTLA 5329 5283 4810

MEDICINE HAT A 4988 4992 4509

PEACE RIVERA 6458 6490 5963

Saskatchewan
MOOSE JAW A 5653 5579 5079

REGINAA
• « 5467

PRINCE ALBERTA 6367 6398 6099

SASKATOON A 6245 6262 5656

Manitoba

BRANDON A
* 6370 5719

WINNIPEG INTLA
* * 5593

CHURCHILL A
• 8439 8225

LYNN LAKE A 7496 7676 7337

THOMPSON A 7448 7729 7282

Ontario
KENORAA 5785 6111 5551

THUNDER BAY A
• - * 5337

SUDBURYA
• * 5090

KAPUSKASING A 5969 6438 6014

NORTH BAY A 5408 5035

OTTAWA INTLA " • 4663 4471

WINDSOR A
* 3658 3458

LONDON A
• • 3913

TORONTO INTLA 3762 4104 3930

Quebec
MONTREAL INTL A 4247

• 4364

SHERBROOKEA t * 4854

SEPT-ILESA 5635 5571 5660

MONTJOLIA 4966 4946 5063

BAGOTVILLEA 5323 5454 5467

VALD'ORA
* 6182 5792

New Brunswick '

FREDERICTON A
* 4443 4490

MONCTONA 4459 4463 4471

SAINT JOHN A
« 4404 4412

Nova Scotia
GREENWOOD A 3877 3884 3971

YARMOUTH A 3707 3660 3697

Prince Edward Island
. CHARLOTTETOWNA 4378 4247 4346

Newfoundland
GANDERINTLA 4656 4395 4613

ST JOHN'S A
• 4185 4272

GOOSEA 6072 5730 6105

Values equal percentage ofnormal

^'">1 LI
K'.V'.V-I Less than or equal to 90% ofnormal

More than orequal to110% ofnormal V—

Values equal percentage ofnormal

K'.'.W'I Less than or equal to 90% ofnormal »

\//y///^ More than orequal to110% ofnormal
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50-kPa ATMOSPHERIC CIRCULATION

Apra 1997
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Mean geopotential heights
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