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2nd May's coldest temperature
comes early inthe month: -23.7''
at Cambridge Bay. CLIMATIC

highlights
May 1997

It's a month of flood warnings for British Columbia. Thefirst
signsof troublecomeduringthe first week, when a tributary
of the Fraser threatens to spill Its banks near Chilliwack. High
waterIs a problemIn the Okanagan duringboth the first and
last weekof May. Andat Houston In the north-centralpart of
theprovince, floodconditions develop aroundmid-month and
continue on and off for the next couple of weeks.

May's warmest temperature: I
33.7°atOsoyoos on the 13th. \

May 15th & 17th-Heavy rains help to
cause mudslides In the Shuswap area.

During the last few days of the month
' flooding conditions In southwestern
Alberta after snowmelt combines with

rain falls well in excess of 100 mm.

i

It's a wet and cold May in southern Ontario. At Windsor, the
mean temperature Isonly 0.1"higher thantheall-time May
low of10.7". .London's comes almost asclose, with a monthly \
mean that's only 0.3°above its all-time May low. Halnfall
throughout the area Is almost twice the usual amount.

May 17th- tJp to 80mm of rainand winds
reaching lOOkm/h In the Gaspe cause
mudslides, flooding and numerous downed
treesandpowerilnes.

Late season Ice delays the
start of the lobster season by
as much as 12 days.

May 1^^ -Asa coldfront blasts Itsway
across southern Ontario, winds gust over 100
km/h. Wth lake Erie already at near-record
high levels, the windsproduce floodingIn
several shoreline communities.Awarm drystart to the month has manyAlbertans thinking ofsummer. Conditions

aresowarm anddry thatEdmonton has a rash ofgrass fires onthe15th. However,
twodayslater It's backto winteras snowandrainfallacrossmuch ofcentral
Alberta. On the 20tt>, as much as half ametre of hea vy, wet snow Is dropped on the |
province. Hardest hitis Edmonton, which experiences Itsbiggest power outage In
ISyears. Cleanup oftreedamage, the worst in20years. Is taggedat $1million.
As well, an Indoorgolfdriving rangewithan inflated roofIs flattened bythe weight
of the snow;cost of the repair Is $250,000.

Environment Environnement

Canada Canada

As Maybegins, one of the country's worst floods this century
continues In southern Manitoba. Bymid-month, when the flood
threat has eased, more than 35,000 homes have been evacuated
and 180,000 hectares of farmland covered. Nearly 3000 homes
are damaged by the flood. Thecost of fightingand controlling
the floodtops $250ndlllon.

Canada
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Weather Extremes, May 1997

Maximum

temperature (°C)
Minimum

temperature (°C)
Greatest

precipitation (mm)

British Columbia OSOYOOS 33.7 BIG CREEK -8.6 SQUAMISH 183.8

Yukon Territory HAINES JUNCnON 25.5 KOMAKUK BEACH -20.6 STEWART CROSSING 71.2

Northwest Territories HAY RIVER A 25.9 ELUCE RIVER -23.9 FORT SIMPSON A 42.6

Alberta BROOKS 30.7 FORT CHIPEWYAN A -9.5 STAVELY AAFC 160.2

Saskatchewan WEYBURN 32.5 COLLINS BAY -15.0 SHAUNAVON 67.9

Manitoba PIERSON, STARBUCK 32.0 CHURCHILL A -16.0 RENNIE A 65.8

Ontario DRYDEN 28.2 PEAWANUCK -14.4 LONDON A 136.6

Quebec ROQUEMAURE 26.0 LAC BENOIT -15.4 NATASHQUAN A 253.5

New Brunswick ST STEPHEN 23.8 CHARLOA -1.9 CHARLOA 134.7

Nova Scotia KEJIMKUJIK 1 22.9 KEJIMKUJIK 1 -3.9 HALIFAX (SHEARWATER) 160.6

Prince Edward Island CHARLOTTETOWN A 20.5 CHARLOTTETOWN A -0.3 CHARLOTTETOWN A 98.7

Newfoundland GOOSEA 21.8 CAPE KIGLAPAIT -13.7 BURGEO 160.8

Across The

Country...

Hi^est Monthly Mean Temperature OSOYOOS BC 16.3 °C

Lowest Monthly Mean Temperature ALERT NWT -13.3 °C

Highest Temperature OSOYOOS BC 33.7 "C

Lowest Temperature ELLICE RIVER NWT -23.9 "C

Heaviest Monthly Precipitation NATASHQUAN A QUE 253.5 mm

Greatest Number of Bright Sunshine Hours EUREKA NWT 551 hrs
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PER CENT OF NORMAL

PREGIPITATION
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TOTAL SNOWFALL

V a
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SEASONAL TOTAL OF HEATING

DEGREE-DAYS TO END OF MAY

1997 1996 Normal

British Columbia

VICTORIA INTLA 2928 2770 2996

PRINCE GEORGE A 5391 5415 5092

VANCOUVERINTLA * 2696 2913

PENTICTON A
*

3504 3421

KAMLOOPSA
* 3734 3621

Yukon Territory
DAWSON

* * *

WATSON LAKE A
* * 7558

North West Territories
INUVIKA

• » 9814

IQALUITA 9280 9066 9610

RESOLUTE A
* 11910 12070

Alberta

EDMONTON INTLA
* 6238 5707

CALGARY INTLA 5601 5640 5068

MEDICINE HAT A 5176 5252 4689

PEACE RIVER A 6726 6823 6214

Saskatchewan

MOOSE JAW A 5873 5861 5280

REGINAA
* *

5680

PRINCE ALBERTA 6639 6712 6339

SASKATOON A 6488 6561 5866

Manitoba
BRANDON A

*

6675 5945

WINNIPEG INTLA
* • 5805

CHURCHILL A
* 9086 8820

LYNN LAKE A 7973 8089 7703

THOMPSON A 7901 8171 7647

Ontario
KENORAA 6091 6376 5774

THUNDER BAY A * * 5618

SUDBURYA
* * 5319

KAPUSKASINGA 6355 6806 6311

NORTH BAY A
* 5677 5268

OTTAWA INTLA
* 4850 4642

WINDSOR A
* 3825 3589

LONDON A
*

4092

TORONTO INTLA 4017 4310 4117

Quebec
MONTREAL INTLA 4473

* 4531

SHERBROOKEA
• * 5082

SEPT-ILESA 6042 5974 6036

MONTJOLIA 5303 5273 5370

BAGOTVILLEA 5659 5757 5740

VALD'ORA
* 6523 6078

New Brunswick
FREDERICTONA

* 4700 4717

MONCTONA 4736 4763 4731

SAINT JOHN A
* 4713 4688

Nova Scotia
GREENWOOD A 4121 4140 4201

YARMOUTH A 4005 3953 3967

Prince Edward Island
CHARLOTTETOWNA 4678 4564 4632

Newfoundland
GANDER INTLA 5031 4770 4968

ST JOHN'S A * 4559 4650

GOOSEA 6495 6163 6506

Values equal percentage of normal

/ } _ ixVT\* (f)
Vk 102 ( '

'•/*—.51^ r ^
104

• /'

^"i\ L..-..J
KyiTv.*'! Less thanor equal to 90% of normal ^_

\//////^ More than or equal to 110% ofnormal V—••

Values equal percentage of normal

~;) f "T
? \ I j

K'.'*.'*.'*.'*! Less than or equal to 90% ofnormal »_

\////y/\ More than or equal to 110% ofnormal V--
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50-kPa ATMOSPHERIC CIRCULATION

May 1997
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ôi.
v»o

99*9 •De
2<D99

8919

98

84

89

103

Xof Normol Precipitation

Snow on ground ot end of month (cm)

wl(£>0 0̂999^ CD̂0909u>û>
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