
 

COMPENDIUM OF CANADA’S ENGAGEMENT IN  
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS AND INSTRUMENTS 

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal

PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY  

Every year, a large amount of dangerous waste 
moves between countries. The Basel Convention is a 
convention between 186 countries. It is under the 
United Nations and has been active since 1992. This 
convention controls the movement of dangerous 
wastes between these countries. The goal is to protect 
the environment and human health. It is important 
because it also allows Canada to better manage its 
wastes. The countries meet every year and discuss 
environmental issues such as marine litter, 
management of electronic waste, and dangerous 
chemical substances. Canada is actively engaged in 
the work of this convention. 

OBJECTIVE 

The overall goal of the Basel Convention is to protect 
human health and the environment against adverse 
effects from the generation, transboundary 
movements, and management of hazardous wastes 
and other wastes. The Convention seeks to minimize 
the generation of hazardous waste, including 
hazardous recyclable materials, to ensure they are 
disposed of in an environmentally sound manner and 
as close as possible to the source. 

KEY ELEMENTS 

The Convention establishes a core list of hazardous 
wastes to be controlled when they exhibit one or more 
of the hazard characteristics set out in Annex III of the 
Convention, and allows Parties to control wastes 
beyond those in the list. The Convention requires 
Parties to establish a system to manage the 
transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous 
wastes. 

Parties may not carry out or authorize transboundary 
movements (imports, exports or transits) of hazardous 
wastes or other wastes: 

 to States that are not Parties to the Convention 
unless they have a bilateral agreement under 
Article 11 (such as the Canada - US Agreement 
on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous 
Wastes); 
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 to Antarctica; 

 if the State of import does not consent in writing to 
the specific import; 

 if the prospective State of destination (State of 
import) has prohibited such imports; 

 if appropriate disposal or recycling facilities are 
available in the State of origin (State of export) 
unless the waste is needed as a raw material for 
recycling or recovery industries in the State of 
import; and 

 if there is reason to believe that environmentally 
sound management/disposal options are not 
available in the prospective State of destination 
(State of import). 

Parties are required to report annually on the 
movements they control and cases of illegal traffic. 

EXPECTED RESULTS 

Under the Basel Convention, key results expected 
include: 

 development of technical guidelines on 
environmentally sound management (ESM) 
practices for many types of waste, to provide 
direction to Parties and others; 

 clarification of the scope of the Basel Convention 
(waste lists) and work on hazard classes; 

  harmonization of the OECD and Basel 
Convention control systems; 

 preparation of manuals and guidance to improve 
legal clarity and implementation of provisions; and 

 national reporting. 

CANADA’S INVOLVEMENT 

As a Party, Canada actively implements the prior-
informed consent, classification and tracking, reporting 
and other obligations related to the transboundary 
movement of wastes as well as promotes the general 
obligations pertaining to waste minimization and 
management. Canada also participates in the 
activities and meetings of Parties to the Convention.  

This agreement, which 186 countries have ratified, 
sets the overarching framework for movements of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes globally. By 
ratifying the agreement, countries confirm that they 
regulate this activity in accordance with the 
Convention’s provisions. Canada implements the 
requirements of the Basel Convention through the 

Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and 
Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations. 

In addition to the environmental benefits derived from 
its implementation, the Basel Convention provides a 
framework for the harmonization of the Canadian 
regulatory requirements and those of the European 
Union and the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) with respect to 
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and 
other wastes. It is with OECD member countries that 
most Canadian hazardous waste transactions 
destined for disposal/recovery/recycling take place. 

RESULTS / PROGRESS 

Activities 

Canada participates in meetings of the Conference of 
Parties and its subsidiary bodies (the Open-Ended 
Working Group and the Implementation and 
Compliance Committee) which are each held every 
two years, and submits its report annually in response 
to its obligations. Canada also actively participates in 
intersessional work to develop tools and guidance to 
improve the implementation of the Convention. 
Highlights of the 2018-2019 work programme are: the 
review of some Annexes of the Convention; the  
update the technical guidelines on electronic waste; 
the update of existing or development of new technical 
guidelines on the management of wastes containing 
persistent organic pollutants; the update of the 
technical guidelines on specially engineered landfills 
and incineration on land; the development of  
guidance to improve the compliance amongst Parties; 
and manuals and guidance, to advance the 
implementation of environmentally sound 
management of wastes. Countries’ comments on 
various issues can be found on the website of the 
Convention.  

Reports 

The Basel Convention Secretariat maintains an 
electronic database of annual reports and other 
information (e.g. competent authorities, national waste 
definitions) relevant to Parties’ obligations. These 
national reports, including Canada’s annual report, 
can be found on the Basel Convention website. 

Results 

In 2017, six new or updated technical guidelines were 
adopted by Parties to the Basel Convention for the 
environmentally sound management of wastes 
containing persistent organic pollutants, Guidance on 
the implementation of the Basel Convention provisions 
dealing with illegal traffic and a set of practical 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/lcpe-cepa/eng/regulations/detailReg.cfm?intReg=84
http://www.ec.gc.ca/lcpe-cepa/eng/regulations/detailReg.cfm?intReg=84
http://www.basel.int/Countries/NationalReporting/ElectronicReportingSystem/tabid/3356/Default.aspx
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manuals for the promotion of the environmentally 
sound management of wastes were also adopted. . 

The Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment 
promotes sound management of electronics and funds 
projects in many countries of the world. A new 
partnership on household waste is being established. 
Fourteen regional centres in developing countries 
around the world build capacity, deliver training 
courses, and pilot projects to improve the 
management of hazardous wastes and the 
implementation of the Convention’s legal obligations. 

General information on the Basel Convention and 
Canada’s role can be found at: Environment and 
Climate Change Canada’s Managing and Reducing 
Waste. 

 

http://www.basel.int/Implementation/TechnicalAssistance/Partnerships/PACE/Overview/tabid/3243/Default.aspx
http://www.ec.gc.ca/gdd-mw/Default.asp?lang=En&n=678F98BC-1
http://www.ec.gc.ca/gdd-mw/Default.asp?lang=En&n=678F98BC-1
http://www.ec.gc.ca/gdd-mw/Default.asp?lang=En&n=678F98BC-1

