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Labour Market Bulletin 

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of British Columbia (BC), 
including the regions of Northern BC, Vancouver Island and Coast, Lower Mainland, Thompson–Okanagan and the 
Kootenays. 

 

OVERVIEW 

Employment in BC grew 0.7% in May, with increases both in full-time (+12,400) and part-time employment 
(+4,400). Year-over-year, employment is up 4.3% due to robust gains in the private sector (+75,500) and more 
modest advances in self-employment (+29,200) and the public sector (+2,300).1  

British Columbia Monthly Labour Force Statistics 
Seasonally Adjusted  

May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 
Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Monthly Data Number % Number % 

Population 15 + ('000) 4,084.0 4,077.9 4,023.6 6.1 0.1 60.4 1.5 

Labour Force ('000) 2,694.9 2,684.7 2,597.0 10.2 0.4 97.9 3.8 

Employment ('000) 2,578.4 2,561.6 2,471.3 16.8 0.7 107.1 4.3 

   Full-Time ('000) 2,018.6 2,006.2 1,948.7 12.4 0.6 69.9 3.6 

   Part-Time ('000) 559.8 555.4 522.6 4.4 0.8 37.2 7.1 

Unemployment ('000) 116.6 123.2 125.6 -6.6 -5.4 -9.0 -7.2 

Unemployment Rate (%) 4.3 4.6 4.8 -0.3 - -0.5 - 

Participation Rate (%) 66.0 65.8 64.5 0.2 - 1.5 - 

Employment Rate (%) 63.1 62.8 61.4 0.3 - 1.7 - 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087 

The provincial unemployment rate of 4.3% in May remains the lowest in Canada. Indeed, BC’s unemployment 
rate is over two percentage points below neighbouring Alberta’s rate of 6.7% and well below the national average 
(5.4%).   
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In May, BC’s youth (15 to 24 years) unemployment rate of 8.6% was twice as high as the overall provincial 
average. On a monthly basis, the unemployment rate for young men (9.0%) dropped 1.1 percentage points, while 
the rate for young women was unchanged (8.2%). Youth unemployment in BC is the second lowest among 
provinces and below the national average of 10.0%. 

BC’s young workers are the demographic group most impacted by a recent change in the provincial general 
minimum wage. The rate increased from $12.65 to $13.85 an hour on June 1.2  The majority of minimum wage 
workers in Canada are under the age of 25 and work part-time jobs.3 However, according to Statistics Canada, 
as minimum wages rose in recent years, the proportion of older minimum wage workers (35 to 64 years) in 
Canada has also increased – from 25% in the first quarter of 2017 to 31% in the first quarter of 2018.4   

British Columbia Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Adjusted Data 
May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 Monthly 

Variation 
Yearly 

Variation 
(%) (%) (%) (% points) (% points) 

Total 4.3 4.6 4.8 -0.3 -0.5 

  25 years and over 3.6 3.8 4.4 -0.2 -0.8 

    Men - 25 years and over 3.4 3.6 4.8 -0.2 -1.4 

    Women - 25 years and over 3.8 4.0 3.9 -0.2 -0.1 

  15 to 24 years 8.6 9.1 7.7 -0.5 0.9 

    Men - 15 to 24 years 9.0 10.1 7.9 -1.1 1.1 

    Women - 15 to 24 years 8.2 8.2 7.6 0.0 0.6 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087 
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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

Employment in BC’s goods-producing sector jumped 2.1% in May (+10,400), led by gains in manufacturing 
(+8,100) and agriculture (+3,000). Employment in the services-producing sector increased by a more subdued 
0.3% (+6,400), with gains in retail and wholesale trade (+9,500) outpacing losses in accommodation and food 
services (-8,700). Meanwhile, annual employment growth in the services-producing sector (5.0%) far outpaced 
growth in the goods-producing sector (1.6%). 

Manufacturing 

Employment in BC’s manufacturing industry increased 5.2% in May, led by gains in the beverage and tobacco 
product manufacturing sub-industry (+3,800).5 There are an increasing number of craft beer manufacturers in 
the province. In fact, the number of craft breweries in BC grew from 54 in 2010 to 135 in 2017.6  In 2019, an 
estimated 30 new craft breweries are expected to open throughout the province.7  

Labour force figures associated with tobacco manufacturing now include cannabis processing. Statistics Canada 
began including cannabis processing under tobacco manufacturing last year in preparation for the legalization of 
recreational cannabis.8 BC now has several cannabis manufacturing plants throughout the province, including 
HollyWeed North in Victoria that signed a two-year agreement with Canopy Growth Corporation to process dried 
cannabis into oil and resin.9 Tilray also recently announced plans to invest $32.6 million to increase its Canadian 
cannabis production and manufacturing by expanding three facilities including their Nanaimo location.10    

Meanwhile, there are ongoing challenges in the province’s wood product manufacturing industry. A long-term 
decline in allowable cuts due to mountain pine beetle infestations, exacerbated by wildfires, continues to reduce 
log supply in the province.11 Forest industry analysts estimate approximately 12 additional sawmills will close in 
BC over the next ten years due to falling timber supply. Diminished harvests in the province could eventually 
mean up to 2,500 job losses in BC’s forestry industry.12 

Canfor Corporation and Tolko Industries Ltd. both recently announced permanent mill closures in the province 
due to a lack of log supply combined with low lumber prices. Canfor is permanently closing their Vanvenby 
sawmill in July 2019. Approximately 172 direct jobs will be lost and a much greater number of local indirect jobs 
will be affected.13,14 Tolko is permanently closing its Quest Wood sawmill in Quesnel in August 2019. 
Approximately 150 employees are affected by this mill closure.15 A significant proportion of employment income 
is derived from wood product manufacturing in both these and their surrounding communities.16  

In addition to these permanent closures, every major wood products manufacturer with mills in BC’s Interior has 
announced production cuts in 2019. Companies either have chosen to reduce the number of operating days, 
suspended operations for weeks at a time, or eliminated entire shifts.   

Resource Extraction 

Employment in BC’s resource extraction industry (forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying, oil and gas) decreased 5.1% 
in May. However, employment in BC’s mining sub-industry is on the rise. Over 17,000 people were directly 
employed in BC’s mining industry in 2018, up 2.4% from 2017.17 According to a recent PwC report, BC’s mining 
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industry also supports about 3,000 businesses located in 125 municipalities and Indigenous communities. These 
businesses supply $1.35 billion in material goods and services to 13 operating mines in the province.18 

The report also indicates gross revenues in BC’s mining industry increased in each of the last two years due to 
higher prices for key metals and minerals. BC is Canada’s largest exporter of metallurgical coal and one of the 
country’s biggest copper producers. In 2018, the price of metallurgical coal increased 5% on average, while the 
price of copper was up 6% on average for the year. Overall, gross mining revenue in BC reached $12.3 billion in 
2018, up 5% from 2017. 

British Columbia Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 

Seasonally Adjusted  
May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 

Monthly 
Variation Yearly Variation 

Data ('000) Number % Number % 

Total employed, all industries 2,578.4 2,561.6 2,471.3 16.8 0.7 107.1 4.3 

Goods-producing sector 506.3 495.9 498.2 10.4 2.1 8.1 1.6 

  Agriculture 29.0 26.0 23.7 3.0 11.5 5.3 22.4 
  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying,  
  oil and gas 46.6 49.1 48.7 -2.5 -5.1 -2.1 -4.3 

  Utilities 13.7 12.0 13.5 1.7 14.2 0.2 1.5 

  Construction 241.7 241.4 235.3 0.3 0.1 6.4 2.7 

  Manufacturing 175.3 167.2 177.1 8.1 4.8 -1.8 -1.0 

Services-producing sector 2,072.1 2,065.7 1,973.1 6.4 0.3 99.0 5.0 

  Trade 387.3 377.8 367.2 9.5 2.5 20.1 5.5 

  Transportation and warehousing 142.7 140.2 135.7 2.5 1.8 7.0 5.2 
  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 154.3 155.9 147.1 -1.6 -1.0 7.2 4.9 

  Professional, scientific and technical 
  services 223.0 225.7 203.3 -2.7 -1.2 19.7 9.7 

  Business, building  
  and other support services 117.2 117.8 95.8 -0.6 -0.5 21.4 22.3 

  Educational services 174.9 170.9 168.8 4.0 2.3 6.1 3.6 

  Health care and social assistance 311.8 309.5 324.6 2.3 0.7 -12.8 -3.9 

  Information, culture and recreation 137.8 136.1 125.6 1.7 1.2 12.2 9.7 

  Accommodation and food services 186.4 195.1 189.6 -8.7 -4.5 -3.2 -1.7 

  Other services 121.8 122.1 114.3 -0.3 -0.2 7.5 6.6 

  Public administration 114.7 114.5 101.3 0.2 0.2 13.4 13.2 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0355, formerly CANSIM 282-0088 

Services-producing Industries 

In the services-producing sector, employment in BC’s transportation and warehousing industry rose 1.8% 
(+2,500) in May and is up 5.2% on an annual basis (+7,000). In 2018, there were approximately 38,000 British 
Columbians employed in the provincial trucking industry. According to the BC Trucking Association (BCTA), the 
trucking industry is struggling with a shortage of drivers. Statistics Canada data indicates trucking has the highest 
vacancy rate of any industry in BC and this rate is the highest in Canada.19  
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Employment in BC’s accommodation and food services industry declined 4.5% in May (-8,700). In fact, BC was 
responsible for the majority of the 12,000 accommodation and food services jobs lost throughout the country in 
May. Over the last four months, employment has trended down in this industry, both at the provincial and 
national level.  

REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

Employment increased in four of BC’s seven economic regions over the past year. Lower Mainland-Southwest 
is the most populous region in the province and saw the greatest jump in employment (+80,400 or +5.1%). On 
a percentage basis, the Thompson-Okanagan region led the province in employment growth (+7.6%). 

Within the Lower-Mainland-Southwest, plans are underway to upgrade transit infrastructure for the region. 
The Government of Canada, the Government of BC and TransLink are contributing a total of $1.47 billion to 
improve the Expo and Millennium Line of Metro Vancouver’s rapid transit system. The funding will go towards 
the purchase of 200 new SkyTrain cars, replacing 150 cars and expanding the fleet. The additional cars will 
increase passenger capacity by 5,000 people during rush hour. Upgrades also include improvements to 
operating systems along the Expo and Millennium Lines to allow longer and more frequent trains.20,21 

Transit ridership continues to grow at record levels in Metro Vancouver. According to TransLink, ridership 
increased 7.1% in 2018, reaching 435.9 million riders. The Expo and Millennium Line upgrades are part of the 
second phase of TransLink’s 10-Year Vision of transportation improvements for Metro Vancouver. These 
improvements are expected to substantially increase existing passenger capacity.22  

The second most populated region in BC, Vancouver Island and Coast, saw a 2.5% decrease in employment on 
an annual basis. According to a recent study by PwC, over 21,000 direct, indirect and induced jobs in Vancouver 
Island and Coast are supported by the forest industry. Forestry is also the largest resource industry on 
Vancouver Island.23  

On May 31, 2019, the Teal Jones Group forest company temporarily shut down second growth harvesting at its 
Honeymoon Bay-TFL46 operation on Vancouver Island due to high stumpage rates.24 Businesses pay the 
provincial government stumpage fees in order to harvest timber on Crown land. The harvesting curtailments 
will affect approximately 40 contractors or half of all those employed by Teal Jones harvesting operations on 
the Island. This diminished harvest will also impact up to 400 workers employed at the Teal Jones Port Kells 
sawmill in Surrey due to lost mill time. Sawmill employees have already lost four weeks of mill run time in 2019 
because of log shortages.25  

These temporary harvesting curtailments are an interim measure to mitigate company losses until the Province 
implements changes to stumpage rate calculations through the Coastal Forest Sector Revitalization Initiative.26 
The Province plans to begin using the new system of calculating stumpage rates on the Coast by the end of 
2019.27   

The Cariboo region has been significantly impacted by sawmill production cuts in BC’s Interior this year. While 
Quesnel is permanently losing Tolko’s Quest Wood mill in August, West Fraser has suspended operations at 
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their Williams Lake and Soda Creek lumber mills and curtailed production at their 100 Mile House mill.28 Canfor 
also shut down operations for one week at their Prince George, Bear Lake and Mackenzie sawmills.29  

The Thompson-Okanagan, Kootenay and North Coast and Nechako regions have not escaped the impacts of 
decreased mill production either. Interfor, Canfor, West Fraser and Tolko all announced production cuts for 
mills operating in these regions. All companies cite poor market conditions and a lack of wood fibre as the 
cause for production cuts. 

Curtailments also impacted two Canfor mills in the Northeast region this year. However, the oil and gas 
industry is a more significant employer for this region due to the rich oil and gas deposits found in the Montney 
geological formation. Tourmaline Oil recently approved a $150M project to double the capacity of its new 
Gundy natural gas processing plant by 2021. Construction of phase 1 of the Gundy facility is expected to be 
complete in June 2019.30 

Meanwhile, the developer for the proposed Squamish Woodfibre LNG project recently bought a private Calgary 
oil and gas company that owns and operates gas processing plants in the Northeast. These plants are ideally 
located to support natural gas export opportunities. Woodfibre LNG has a 40-year licence to export LNG, but 
has yet to receive full authorisation to build its proposed export facility.31  

British Columbia Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 
  Employment Unemployment Rate 

3-Month Moving Averages May May Yearly  May May Yearly  
 Seasonally Unadjusted Data 2019 2018 Variation 2019 2018 Variation 

  ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (% points) 
British Columbia 2,560.4 2,468.0 3.7 4.5 4.9 -0.4 

Economic Regions             

  Vancouver Island and Coast 390.1 399.9 -2.5 4.0 4.9 -0.9 

  Lower Mainland - Southwest 1,664.4 1,584.0 5.1 4.3 4.4 -0.1 

  Thompson - Okanagan 269.1 250.2 7.6 5.4 6.8 -1.4 

  Kootenay 72.9 68.6 6.3 6.3 5.1 1.2 

  Cariboo 82.5 84.1 -1.9 5.5 5.6 -0.1 

  North Coast and Nechako 43.6 42.6 2.3 3.7 8.8 -5.1 

  Northeast 37.7 38.5 -2.1 8.3 7.9 0.4 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0293, formerly CANSIM 282-0122 

 

Note: In preparing this document, the authors have taken care to provide clients with labour market information that is 
timely and accurate at the time of publication. Since labour market conditions are dynamic, some of the information 
presented here may have changed since this document was published. Users are encouraged to also refer to other sources 
for additional information on the local economy and labour market. Information contained in this document does not 
necessarily reflect official policies of Employment and Social Development Canada. 

 
Prepared by: Labour Market Information (LMI) Directorate, Service Canada, British Columbia 
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For further information, please contact the LMI team at: http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-
esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi  
For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada Web site at: www.statcan.gc.ca 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by Employment and Social Development Canada, 
2019, all rights reserved 
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