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Labour Market Bulletin 

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of Manitoba, including 
the regions of Winnipeg, Northern Manitoba and Southern Manitoba. 

 

OVERVIEW 

Employment in Manitoba remained relatively unchanged at 654,800 between April and May, as there was little 
movement in either part or full-time employment.1 During this time, employment in the public and private 
sectors increased to 162,600 and 402,900, respectively. Self-employment fell, however, to 89,300 (-3,500), 
erasing most of the job growth in May.2 Year-over-year, Manitoba’s labour force was resilient, with an additional 
8,200 people employed.3 

Uncertainty surrounds Manitoba’s agriculture sector. China continues to ban Canadian canola seed imports, is 
reportedly slowing its purchases of peas and soybeans, and intends on increasing its inspections of Canadian 
pork.4,5 Manitoba produces the third largest volume of canola in Canada, with China purchasing roughly $2.7 
billion of Canada’s canola seed exports in 2018.6 As spring seeding has already begun, Manitoba farmers could 
be hurt financially should the ban continue beyond the harvest. In response, the Government of Canada has 
temporarily increased the loan limits under the Advance Payments Program.7  

Meanwhile, the U.S. tariffs on steel (25%) and aluminum (10%) have been lifted, and Canada is now ready to 
move forward on the Canada United States Mexico (CUSMA) trade agreement.8 As such, Manitoba’s export 
industries are likely to benefit in the coming months, as trade with the U.S. is likely to grow. 

According to most recent data, the number of employment insurance beneficiaries in March increased to 15,780 
(+2.7%) compared to the same time in 2018, and the number of beneficiaries have increased slightly between 
the months of February and March 2019.9  

Month-over-month, Manitoba’s unemployment rate deceased to 5.0%. Compared to the other provinces in 
western Canada, Manitoba had the second lowest unemployment rate, behind British Columbia (4.3%).10   
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Manitoba Monthly Labour Force Statistics 
Seasonally Adjusted  

May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 
Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Monthly Data Number % Number % 
Population 15 + ('000) 1,035.2 1,034.4 1,023.7 0.8 0.1 11.5 1.1 
Labour Force ('000) 689.5 689.8 691.4 -0.3 0.0 -1.9 -0.3 
Employment ('000) 654.8 654.2 646.6 0.6 0.1 8.2 1.3 
   Full-Time ('000) 522.0 522.1 520.9 -0.1 0.0 1.1 0.2 
   Part-Time ('000) 132.8 132.1 125.7 0.7 0.5 7.1 5.6 
Unemployment ('000) 34.7 35.6 44.8 -0.9 -2.5 -10.1 -22.5 
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.0 5.2 6.5 -0.2 - -1.5 - 
Participation Rate (%) 66.6 66.7 67.5 -0.1 - -0.9 - 
Employment Rate (%) 63.3 63.2 63.2 0.1 - 0.1 - 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0287-01, formerly CANSIM 282-0087 

 

 

On a month-over-month basis, the unemployment rate for Manitoba’s youth (ages 15-24 years) decreased 
slightly by 0.4 percentage points to 9.6%, while that of those aged 25 years and older remained relatively 
unchanged at 4.2%. Year over year, Manitoba’s youth unemployment rate is down 3.3 percentage points, 
whereas the unemployment rate for the 25+ age group fell by 1.0 percentage points. 

  

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

630

635

640

645

650

655

660

May-2017 May-2018 May-2019

U
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t R

at
e 

(%
)

Em
pl

oy
m

en
t (

'0
00

)

Seasonally adjusted data
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey Table 14-10-0287-01

Manitoba Monthly Employment and Unemployment Rate

Employment ('000) Unemployment Rate (%)



Labour Market Bulletin – Manitoba – May 2019    Page 3 

 

 

Manitoba Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Adjusted Data 
May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 Monthly 

Variation 
Yearly 

Variation 
(%) (%) (%) (% points) (% points) 

Total 5.0 5.2 6.5 -0.2 -1.5 
  25 years and over 4.2 4.3 5.2 -0.1 -1.0 
    Men - 25 years and over 4.5 3.9 5.5 0.6 -1.0 
    Women - 25 years and over 3.9 4.7 4.9 -0.8 -1.0 
  15 to 24 years 9.6 10.0 12.9 -0.4 -3.3 
    Men - 15 to 24 years 11.1 12.2 15.9 -1.1 -4.8 
    Women - 15 to 24 years 8.0 7.5 9.7 0.5 -1.7 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087 

 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

When compared to the same time last year, Manitoba’s goods producing sector increased to 156,300 (+8,800). 
Employment increased in construction (+7,300) and manufacturing (+3,500). Whereas employment declined in 
forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying, oil and gas (-900), utilities (-900), and agriculture (-500).11 Despite the 
potential for further growth in the goods sector due in part to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership and Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement, Canada’s trade disputes with 
China is increasing uncertainty with respect to some of Manitoba’s export industries. 

Construction projects across the province are on the rise, including nearly $28 million in provincial funding 
towards capital projects for Manitoba’s health care system.12 The federal government is also supporting the 
industry with nearly $28 million in upgrades for Thompson’s airport. In partnership with the federal government, 
the province is also receiving a significant investment towards highway improvements across Southern 
Manitoba.13,14  

With seeding of most crops nearing completion, crops and pastures have been growing slowly due to the cool 
and dry weather conditions in May.15 The cool dry weather and overgrazing last fall has also created challenges 
for some of Manitoba’s cattle farmers, who are now looking for new pastures for their herds.16,17 With China 
applying pressure on Canada’s farmers, a diversified agriculture sector and a temporarily increase to the loan 
limits under the Advance Payments Program, will help mitigate some of the anticipated financial strain.18 In 2018, 
the impact from global trade disputes and an increase in farm expenses cut net farm income for Manitoba’s 
farmers to over $714 million (-33%) compared to 2017.19  With no end in sight, the ongoing global trade disputes 
will continue to test Manitoba’s farmers as they are likely working with lower commodity prices in the coming 
months.  

Year-over-year, Manitoba’s services sector remained relatively unchanged at 498,500 as employment growth 
continued in transportation and warehousing (+4,500), business, building and other support services (+2,600), 
and public administration (+1,100). While several industries saw gains, others experienced job losses, including 
finance, insurance, real estate and leasing (-3,000), information, culture and recreation (-2,600) and other 
services (-3,000).20  
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Employment in Manitoba’s services sector may experience a slight increase over the summer months, as 
hundreds of youth across the province look for work. Across the province, 43 Manitoba Youth Job Centres are 
now open to help youth to get their first job - part or full-time work, or volunteer experience. For instance, the 
provincial government is providing opportunities under the STEP Services Program, including two new initiatives, 
the STEP Tuition Waiver Summer Student Program and the STEP Design Thinking Challenge. Under STEP, about 
1,400 students are employed in provincial departments, Crown corporations, and special operating agencies.21,22 
The provincial government also provided over $5.5 million to support hundreds of Green Team community 
projects. In 2018, over 1,200 youth are reported to have benefited from the program funding across Manitoba.23  

Manitoba Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 
Seasonally Adjusted  

May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 
Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Data ('000) Number % Number % 

Total employed, all industries 654.8 654.2 646.6 0.6 0.1 8.2 1.3 
Goods-producing sector 156.3 154.1 147.5 2.2 1.4 8.8 6.0 
  Agriculture 26.1 25.5 26.6 0.6 2.4 -0.5 -1.9 
  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying,  
  oil and gas 5.4 5.0 6.3 0.4 8.0 -0.9 -14.3 

  Utilities 6.2 6.3 7.1 -0.1 -1.6 -0.9 -12.7 
  Construction 52.2 52.6 44.9 -0.4 -0.8 7.3 16.3 
  Manufacturing 66.3 64.7 62.8 1.6 2.5 3.5 5.6 
Services-producing sector 498.5 500.1 499.1 -1.6 -0.3 -0.6 -0.1 
  Trade 87.6 86.0 88.1 1.6 1.9 -0.5 -0.6 
  Transportation and warehousing 42.8 43.3 38.3 -0.5 -1.2 4.5 11.7 
  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 33.7 35.0 36.7 -1.3 -3.7 -3.0 -8.2 

  Professional, scientific  
  and technical services 28.3 29.0 28.2 -0.7 -2.4 0.1 0.4 

  Business, building  
  and other support services 22.8 23.3 20.2 -0.5 -2.1 2.6 12.9 

  Educational services 52.6 49.7 52.5 2.9 5.8 0.1 0.2 
  Health care and social assistance 103.9 105.8 104.2 -1.9 -1.8 -0.3 -0.3 
  Information, culture and recreation 22.0 22.7 24.6 -0.7 -3.1 -2.6 -10.6 
  Accommodation and food services 41.9 42.9 41.6 -1.0 -2.3 0.3 0.7 
  Other services 27.8 27.7 30.8 0.1 0.4 -3.0 -9.7 
  Public administration 35.0 34.8 33.9 0.2 0.6 1.1 3.2 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0355, formerly CANSIM 282-0088 

 

REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

Within the past year, Winnipeg led employment growth with around 14,200 new jobs created, followed by 
Southwest (+2,000); whereas Southeast remained relatively unchanged. Over the same period, the 
unemployment rate in South Central and North Central worsened as it increased by 1.1 percentage points, and 
that of Southwest increased further to 6.8%.24  
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Manitoba Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 
  Employment Unemployment Rate 

3-Month Moving Averages May      May      Yearly     May      May      Yearly  
 Seasonally Unadjusted Data 2019 2018 Variation 2019 2018 Variation 

  ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (% points) 

Manitoba 652.6 643.8 1.4 5.1 6.4 -1.3 
Economic Regions             
  Southeast 61.9 62.0 -0.2 3.1 5.3 -2.2 
  South Central and North Central 54.4 55.4 -1.8 4.6 3.5 1.1 
  Southwest 57.7 55.7 3.6 5.6 4.6 1.0 
  Winnipeg 403.0 388.8 3.7 5.3 7.1 -1.8 
  Interlake 44.4 45.7 -2.8 4.9 7.9 -3.0 
  Parklands and Northern 31.3 36.2 -13.5 6.8 6.5 0.3 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0293, formerly CANSIM 282-0122 

Compared to the same time last year, employment increased by 3.7% in Winnipeg. Over the same period, the 
unemployment rate fell by 1.8 percentage points to 5.3%. While several major private construction projects are 
expected to be completed over the year, a number of projects are also underway and will boost the construction 
sector over the coming months. For example, Manitoba Building Trades recently announced a $12 million trades 
training facility and the ongoing construction of industrial buildings at CentrePort Canada.25,26 Looking forward, 
CentreVenture Development Corporation, which assists in the planning and development of construction 
projects in downtown Winnipeg, has announced new plans for the Northwest Exchange District and Chinatown 
neighbourhoods. Building upon past success, the agency will focus on filling in vacant lots, enhancing historic 
buildings, creating affordable housing, and supporting businesses.27  

Year-over-year, employment within Southeast remained relatively unchanged at 61,900, and yet the 
unemployment rate fell by 2.2 percentage points to 3.1%. Local cheese producer, Bothwell Cheese, will benefit 
in over $1.1 million in funding from the Canadian Agricultural Partnership. The provincial and federal funding will 
allow the company to upgrade its waste-water facilities, modernize its processing capabilities, and support new 
product innovation as competition from European and U.S. cheese producers is on the rise. The funding will 
create 20 full-time positions in the near future, with an additional 30 positions to be created three years after 
the upgrades are complete.28 The investment should be welcoming news for Manitoba’s dairy farmers, as it is 
likely to lesson the impact of the increase in the quotas of tariff-free cheese coming into the country under the 
Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement.  

Compared to the same time last year, employment within Southwest grew to 57,700 (+2,000), as the regional 
unemployment rate increased by 1.0 percentage points to 5.6%. 29 At this time, non-residential projects are 
ramping up across the region, including the Maryland Park School in Brandon, a new child-care centre in Virden, 
and a new hotel in Rivers.30,31,32 

Year-over-year, employment within Parklands and North declined to 31,300 (-4,900), as the regional 
unemployment rate increased to 6.8%. These past few years the mining industry surrounding Flin Flon and 
Thompson has been on the decline; however, the industry may have the opportunity to regain some ground in 
the near future. On the other end of the region, near Seymourville and Hollow Water First Nation, the provincial 
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government issued an environmental licence for an estimated $150 million silica sand mining project. Pending 
final approval, the project is expected to create 150 jobs and run for nearly 50 years.33  

Note: In preparing this document, the authors have taken care to provide clients with labour market information that is 
timely and accurate at the time of publication. Since labour market conditions are dynamic, some of the information 
presented here may have changed since this document was published. Users are encouraged to also refer to other sources 
for additional information on the local economy and labour market. Information contained in this document does not 
necessarily reflect official policies of Employment and Social Development Canada. 

 
Prepared by: Labour Market Information (LMI) Directorate, Service Canada, Manitoba 
For further information, please contact the LMI team at: http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-
esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi 
For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada Web site at: www.statcan.gc.ca 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by Employment and Social Development Canada, 
2019, all rights reserved 
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