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This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of Ontario, including the
regions of Hamilton—Niagara Peninsula, Kingston—Pembroke, Kitchener—Waterloo—Barrie, London, Muskoka—Ka-
warthas, Northeast, Northwest, Ottawa, Stratford—Bruce Peninsula, Toronto and Windsor—Sarnia.

OVERVIEW

Labour Force Trends - Employment increased in Ontario in May 2019

e Employment grew by 20,900 in Ontario in May 2019

e All of the job gains took place in full-time work (+28,400)

e The unemployment rate decreased to 5.2% in May

e The unemployment rate for Ontario’s youth aged 15 to 24 decreased to 11.3%

Employment in Ontario rose by 20,900 in May 2019. Gains in full-time employment (+28,400) more than offset
losses in part-time work (-7,500). The unemployment rate fell by 0.8 percentage points to 5.2%, as fewer people
searched for work. The last time that Ontario’s unemployment rate hit such a low figure was in March 1990. The
participation rate dipped to 64.9% and the employment rate inched up to 61.5%.

Youth employment decreased in Ontario by 9,000 in May with all of the losses in part-time work (-14,100). The
unemployment rate fell by 0.7 percentage points to reach 11.3%. Over the past year, estimates show steady em-
ployment conditions for youth with job gains of 37,000 and an increase in the participation rate from 60.2% in
May 2018 to 61.3% in May 2019. Nationally, the youth unemployment rate stood at 10.0%.

Employment grew by 27,700 in Canada, topping analysts’ expectations of around 8,000. This modest increase
followed the significant jump observed in the previous month. All of the job gains were in full-time work. Employ-
ment rose in Ontario, British Columbia, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, while other provinces saw limited or
negative job growth. The national unemployment rate decreased to 5.4%, which was the lowest figure recorded

1 The Canadian Press. (2019, June 07). Economy added 27,700 jobs in May, unemployment rate hit record low at 5.4%. CTV
News. Retrieved from https://london.ctvnews.ca/economy-added-27-700-jobs-in-may-unemployment-rate-hit-record-low-
at-5-4-1.4456188
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since comparable data became available in 1976. The employment rate increased to 62.2% this month, and aver-
age hourly wages rose by 2.8% in Canada between May 2018 and May 2019.2

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by only 75,000 in the United States in May 2019 and the unemploy-
ment rate held steady at 3.6%.2 This figure came in well short of job gain expectations of around 178,000.* Em-
ployment growth in professional and business services and in health care continued to perform well while employ-
ment in manufacturing showed little change over the month. The number of involuntary part-time workers de-
clined by 299,000 in May, and average hourly earnings rose 3.1% over the past year.

The provincial labour market has been rather strong over the past twelve months. Employment increased by
222,200 between May 2018 and May 2019. Full-time employment rose by 142,000 and part-time work increased
by 80,300. The unemployment rate edged down 0.5 percentage points to 5.2% and the participation rate increased
by 0.4 percentage points to 64.9% during this period.

Throughout the summer months, Statistics Canada collects labour market data on youth aged 15 to 24 who at-
tended school full-time in March and who intend to return to school full-time in autumn.®> Student summer em-
ployment increased by 30,400 in Ontario between May 2018 and May 2019. The unemployment rate for returning
students declined by 2.8 percentage points to 15.0%. This was above the national rate of 13.8%. The participation
and employment rates for summer students also rose quite noticeably in Ontario to 53.0% and 45.1%, which may
suggest that students were able to secure work more easily. Labour market conditions for the summer job market
will become clearer over the next couple of months as there is often greater job activity from youth in June and
July. This is particularly true for younger students aged 15 to 19 who may have still been in school at the time of
the May survey.

Ontario Monthly Labour Force Statistics

Seasonally Adjusted
Monthly Data

Monthly Variation

Yearly Variation

May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 1
Number ‘ % ‘ Number %
Population 15 + ('000) 12,093.3 12,074.9 11,868.4 18.4 0.2 224.9 1.9
Labour Force ('000) 7,843.2 7,887.2 7,654.5 -44.0 -0.6 188.7 2.5
Employment ('000) 7,438.0 7,417.1 7,215.8 20.9 0.3 222.2 31
Full-Time ('000) 6,056.8 6,028.4 5,914.8 28.4 0.5 142.0 | 2.4
Part-Time ('000) 1,381.2 1,388.7 1,300.9 -7.5 -0.5 80.3 6.2
Unemployment ('000) 405.2 470.1 438.8 -64.9 | -13.8 -336 | -7.7
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.2 6.0 5.7 -0.8 - -0.5 -
Participation Rate (%) 64.9 65.3 64.5 -0.4 - 0.4 -
Employment Rate (%) 61.5 61.4 60.8 0.1 - 0.7 -

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey — Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087

2 Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0320-01 Average usual hours and wages by selected characteristics, monthly, unadjusted for

seasonality, last 5 months (x 1,000)

3 Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2019, June 07). Employment Situation Summary. United States Department of Labor. Retrieved
from https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm

4 Davidson, P. (2019, June 07). Economy added just 75,000 jobs in May, strengthening case for Fed interest rate cut. USA
TODAY. Retrieved from https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2019/06/07/jobs-report-economy-added-just-75-000-

jobs-may/1374420001/

5 Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0286-03 Labour force characteristics by province and type of student during summer
months, monthly, unadjusted for seasonality
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Ontario
Monthly Employment and Unemployment Rate

Unemployment Rate (%)

s Employment ('000) s Jne mployment Rate (%)

Ontario Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age

May 2019 April 2019 May 2018 Monthly Variation Yearly Variation
Seasonally Adjusted Data
% % % (% points) (% points)

Total 5.2 6.0 5.7 -0.8 -0.5
25 years and over 4.2 4.9 4.7 -0.7 -0.5
Men - 25 years and over 4.3 4.9 4.5 -0.6 -0.2
Women - 25 years and over 4.0 5.0 4.9 -1.0 -0.9
15 to 24 years 11.3 12.0 11.8 -0.7 -0.5
Men - 15 to 24 years 11.5 11.9 12.1 -0.4 -0.6
Women - 15 to 24 years 10.9 12.2 11.6 -1.3 -0.7

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey — Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

Employment decreased in the goods-producing sector owing to a loss in almost all industries

Employment in Ontario’s goods-producing sector decreased by 6,600 (-0.4%) in May 2019. The decrease was at-
tributed to employment losses in all industries except agriculture (+3,500; +5.0%). Manufacturing withstood the
largest loss (-5,700; -0.7%), followed by construction (-2,800; -0.5%), utilities (-1,100; -1.9%), and forestry, fishing,
mining, quarrying, oil and gas (-600; -1.8%).

Employment in manufacturing contracted in May 2019 after a large gain in April. The Markit Canada Manufactur-
ing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) dropped from 49.7 in April 2019 to 49.1 in May 2019, signalling a second
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successive softening in business conditions as new orders continued to decline.® The latest overall manufacturing
sales figures showed some improvement between March 2018 and March 2019 (+1.1%) as gains in durable goods
outweighed sales losses in non-durable goods.” Despite weaker employment figures, the industry saw some posi-
tive announcements. The Government of Canada announced that it would invest about $3.05M into multiple
northeastern Ontario manufacturing projects to boost innovation.®>%° Furthermore, WeedMD Rx Inc. will convert
its 8,000-sq.-ft. operation in Aylmer into a cannabis oil extraction and processing facility,** helping push the chem-
ical manufacturing component of the industry.

Employment also decreased in construction in May 2019. While total housing starts rose in Ontario, there was a
noticeable decline in single-detached starts between April 2018 and April 2019.22 This may be partly because of
builders responding® to the weaker overall volume of home sales in the Greater Toronto Area compared to the
10-year average.' Other industry indicators such as the total value of building permits®® and housing prices con-
tinued to show promise® with year-over-year gains in Ontario.'” Going forward, the provincial government’s in-
frastructure development plan (BuildON) cites over 1,600 construction projects currently underway throughout
Ontario with another 400-plus projects expected to start in 2019.%8

Employment conditions were positive in the goods-producing sector when compared year-over-year with an in-
crease of 37,000 (+2.6%). Industry gains were led by construction (+26,800; +5.2%) while the forestry, fishing,
mining, quarrying, oil and gas (-1,900; -5.4%) and utilities (-400; -0.7%) industries experienced an annual decrease.

6 Markit Economics. (2019, June 03). HIS Markit Canada Manufacturing PMI. Manufacturing downturn sustained in May.
Retrieved from https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/e99078ee57eb4e2990b9800726e5b0bb

7 Statistics Canada. Table 16-10-0048 Manufacturing sales by industry and province, monthly (dollars unless otherwise
noted) (x 1,000) — seasonally adjusted data

8 Government of Canada. (2019, May 17). Positioning entrepreneurs and innovators to succeed in the global economy. Re-
trieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/positioning-entrepreneurs-and-innovators-to-succeed-in-
the-global-economy.html

° FedNor. (2019, May 24). Automation and innovation helps a Sudbury-area business scale-up and create jobs. Retrieved
from https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/automation-and-innovation-helps-a-sudbury-area-business-scale-
up-and-create-jobs.html

10 FedNor. (2019, May 23). Innovation and skills training to accelerate small business growth and start-ups in Northeastern.
Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/innovation-and-skills-training-to-accelerate-small-busi-
ness-growth-and-start-ups-in-northeastern.html

11 Carruthers, D. (2019, May 29). WeedMD to convert Aylmer grow site to extraction plant. London Free Press. Retrieved
from https://Ifpress.com/news/local-news/weedmd-to-convert-aylmer-grow-site-to-extraction-plant

12 CMHC. (2019, May 08). Canadian Housing Starts Trend Increased in April. Statistics Canada. Canada Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation. Retrieved from https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2019/canadian-housing-
starts-trend-increased-april

13 Kalinowski, T. (2019, April 25). Toronto’s new construction home sales rise as builders offer more choice at lower price
points. The Star. Retrieved from https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/04/25/torontos-new-construction-home-sales-
rise-as-builders-offer-more-choice-at-lower-price-points.html

1 Toronto Real Estate Board. (2019, June 07). TREB releases May market figures as reported by GTA REALTORS. Retrieved
from http://creastats.crea.ca/treb/

15 Statistics Canada. Table 34-10-0066-01 Building permits, by type of structure and type of work

16 Ontario Real Estate Association. (2019, April). Ontario home sales rise in April alongside more new listings. CREA. Re-
trieved from http://creastats.crea.ca/orea/

17 statistics Canada. Table 18-10-0205 New housing price index, monthly

18 Government of Ontario. (2019, June 07). BuildON: our infrastructure plan. Retrieved from https://www.on-
tario.ca/page/building-ontario

Canada



https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/e99078ee57eb4e2990b9800726e5b0bb
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/positioning-entrepreneurs-and-innovators-to-succeed-in-the-global-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/positioning-entrepreneurs-and-innovators-to-succeed-in-the-global-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/automation-and-innovation-helps-a-sudbury-area-business-scale-up-and-create-jobs.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/automation-and-innovation-helps-a-sudbury-area-business-scale-up-and-create-jobs.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/innovation-and-skills-training-to-accelerate-small-business-growth-and-start-ups-in-northeastern.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/innovation-and-skills-training-to-accelerate-small-business-growth-and-start-ups-in-northeastern.html
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/weedmd-to-convert-aylmer-grow-site-to-extraction-plant
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2019/canadian-housing-starts-trend-increased-april
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2019/canadian-housing-starts-trend-increased-april
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/04/25/torontos-new-construction-home-sales-rise-as-builders-offer-more-choice-at-lower-price-points.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/04/25/torontos-new-construction-home-sales-rise-as-builders-offer-more-choice-at-lower-price-points.html
http://creastats.crea.ca/treb/
http://creastats.crea.ca/orea/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/building-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/building-ontario

Three industries led employment growth in the services-producing sector

Employment increased in the services-producing sector by 27,500 (+0.5%) in May 2019, with the largest contribu-
tions coming from health care and social assistance (+12,800; +1.5%), professional, scientific and technical services
(+11,800; +1.8%), and other services (+11,000, +3.7%) such as personal and laundry services. In contrast, the trade
(-8,200; -0.7%), educational services (-5,700; -1.0%), and accommodation and food services (-2,700; -0.6%) indus-
tries observed the largest losses.

Employment in health care and social assistance increased in May 2019, for the second month in a row. The
Government of Ontario announced that it would invest nearly $1.3M in mental health services at three organiza-
tions in Hastings and Prince Edward counties, which may help support new hiring.'® Going forward, the provincial
health care system may see some changes as the Ontario Government announced that it intends to merge 20
health care agencies that employ over 10,000 individuals into one central agency called Ontario Health.?’ At this
time, it is not clear how these changes may affect health care and social assistance employment over the short
term.

Employment in the trade industry dropped in Ontario in May 2019 with employment losses entirely in wholesale
trade.?! Despite this decline, the latest retail sales figure registered a year-over-year increase,?? though gains in
wholesale trade were rather weak.?® Large developments in retail included news that Healthy Planet will open
eight new stores across Ontario in 2019,%* and Mobile Klinik plans to open 200 stores over the next three years in
select Walmart Supercentres across Canada.? Shopify Inc. also opened a second office in Toronto with plans to
hire an additional 750 employees by 2022,% and the cannabis industry continued to shape the retail landscape as
Tweed Inc. opened its first cannabis store in London,?” and High Life Cannabis Co. opened in Sudbury.?®

Year-over-year, employment in the services-producing sector grew by 185,200 (+3.2%). The largest annual gains
were observed in health care and social assistance (+61,900; +7.4%), trade (+39,500; +3.7%), and educational ser-
vices (+32,200; +6.3%). The only declines in employment were seen in accommodation and food services (-21,300;
-4.4%), business, building and other support services (-10,800; -3.4%), and information, culture and recreation (-
8,600; -2.7%).

19 CountyLive Staff. (2019, May 13). $1.3M funding for area mental health services. Prince Edward County News coun-
tylive.ca. Retrieved from http://www.countylive.ca/1-3m-funding-for-area-mental-health-services/

20 Crawley, M. (2019, March 01). What you need to know about Ontario's new model for health care. CBC News. Retrieved
from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/what-are-ontario-health-teams-doug-ford-government-1.5035750

21 Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0022-01 Labour force characteristics by industry, monthly, unadjusted for seasonality (x
1,000)

22 Statistics Canada. Table 20-10-0008 Retail trade sales by province and territory (x 1,000)

23 Statistics Canada. Table 20-10-0019 Historical (real-time) releases of wholesale trade, sales (x 1,000)

24 Toneguzzi, M. (2019, May 23). Canadian Retailer 'Healthy Planet? Plans Significant Multi-Year Store Expansion Amid Shift.
Retail Insider. Retrieved from https://www.retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2019/5/canadian-retailer-healthy-planet-plans-
significant-multi-year-store-expansion-amid-shift

25 Toneguzzi, M. (2019, May 01). Mobile Klinik Sees Explosive Growth with Aggressive Multi-Year Expansion Plan. Retail-In-
sider. Retrieved from https://www.retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2019/4/mobile-klinik-sees-explosive-growth-with-ag-
gressive-multi-year-expansion-plan

26 Shopify Staff. (May 16). Shopify opens new office in Toronto with plans to double local workforce by 2022. Shopify. Re-
trieved from https://news.shopify.com/shopify-opens-new-office-in-toronto-with-plans-to-double-local-workforce-by-
20224

27 CBC News Staff. (2019, May 17). London's third retail cannabis store opens for business. CBC News. Retrieved from
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/london-s-third-retail-cannabis-store-opens-for-business-1.5141430

28 Everson, A. (2019, May 16). Sudbury’s second cannabis store set to open. CTV News. Retrieved from https://north-
ernontario.ctvnews.ca/sudbury-s-second-cannabis-store-set-to-open-1.4424792
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Ontario Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry

Seasonally Adjusted Monthly Variation Yearly Variation

May 2019 | April 2019 | May 2018

Data ('000) Number ‘ % ‘ Number %
Total employed, all industries 7,438.0 7,417.1 7,215.8 209 0.3 222.2 3.1
Goods-producing sector 1,477.0 1,483.6 1,440.0 -6.6 -0.4 37.0 2.6
Agriculture 73.9 70.4 70.5 3.5 5.0 3.4 4.8
zﬁraesgé’afs'smng’ mining, quarrying, 33.1 33.7 35.0 06| -1.8 19 | 54
Utilities 56.2 57.3 56.6 -1.1 -1.9 -0.4 -0.7
Construction 544.1 546.9 517.3 -2.8 -0.5 26.8 5.2
Manufacturing 769.7 775.4 760.7 -5.7 -0.7 9.0 1.2
Services-producing sector 5,961.0 5,933.5 5,775.8 27.5 0.5 185.2 3.2
Trade 1,102.1 1,110.3 1,062.6 -8.2 -0.7 39.5 3.7
Transportation and warehousing 402.6 395.5 373.5 7.1 1.8 29.1 7.8
Finance, insurance, real estate
and leasing 583.1 584.4 565.8 -1.3 -0.2 17.3 3.1

Professional, scientific

and technical services 672.8 661 654.2 11.8 1.8 18.6 2.8
Business, building

and other support services 308.7 308.3 319.5 0.4 0.1 -10.8 -3.4
Educational services 541.0 546.7 508.8 -5.7 -1.0 32.2 6.3
Health care and social assistance 895.3 882.5 8334 12.8 1.5 61.9 7.4
Information, culture and recreation 312.3 311.7 320.9 0.6 0.2 -8.6 -2.7
Accommodation and food services 457.9 460.6 479.2 -2.7 -0.6 -21.3 -4.4
Other services 309.7 298.7 291.3 11.0 3.7 18.4 6.3
Public administration 375.4 373.7 366.6 1.7 0.5 8.8 2.4

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey — Table 14-10-0355, formerly CANSIM 282-0088

REGIONAL ANALYSIS

Toronto and Kitchener-Waterloo-Barrie continued to lead provincial employment growth

Employment grew by 122,700 (+3.5%) in the Toronto economic region between May 2018 and May 2019 (meas-
ured on a year-over-year, seasonally unadjusted basis). Gains were made in both full-time (+76,000) and part-time
employment (+46,800). The regional unemployment rate held steady and the labour force participation rate in-
creased by 0.7 percentage points to 66.8%, the second highest in the province.

Several large announcements over the month will help support employment growth in the region. Greenwin In-
corporated and Choice Properties REIT announced plans to redevelop surplus land in downtown Toronto with 200
affordable housing units, 700 purpose-built rental units, a daycare, and retail space.?® In an adjustment to its earlier

2% Kalinowski, T. (2019, April 29). 200 affordable units to be built after province sells surplus downtown site. The Toronto
Star. Retrieved from https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/04/29/200-affordable-units-to-be-built-after-province-sells-
surplus-downtown-site.html
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announcement, General Motors of Canada will invest $170M in its Oshawa plant to convert it into a parts manu-
facturing and vehicle testing facility, retaining 300 jobs.3® Empire Company Limited will also construct a customer
fulfillment centre in Vaughan to support Sobeys upcoming grocery home delivery service.3! On the technology
side, Uber Technologies Inc. will open an engineering hub in Toronto that will initially employ 200 workers with
plans to accommodate 400 staff.3?2 Meanwhile on the job loss front, Transcontinental Inc. will close its Brampton
printing facility by the end of 2019, affecting 125 employees.>*

Employment increased by 42,900 (+6.1%) in the Kitchener—-Waterloo—Barrie economic region and the unemploy-
ment rate was unchanged over the past year. Gains were realized in both full-time (+5,100) and part-time
(+37,900) employment. This region had the highest participation (68.9%) and employment rate (64.9%) among the
province’s eleven economic regions. Vital Images, a medical software developer, expanded into a new office in
Waterloo with plans to hire up to 40 more employees by 2020.3* On a negative note, Tarkett Group announced
the closure of its Johnsonite flooring plant in Waterloo by the end of the year, which will result in 70 layoffs.?®

Employment in the Ottawa economic region increased by 8,600 (+1.2%) due mostly to gains in full-time employ-
ment (+8,400). The unemployment rate increased slightly to 5.4%, which is still one of the lowest in the province,
and the participation rate rose to 66.0%. Similarly, employment in the Kingston—Pembroke economic region in-
creased by 19,200 (+9.3%) due largely to gains in full-time employment (+14,600; +9.1%). Some of the recent
growth seen in these regions may be from the emerging cannabis industry, as large industrial growers have been
setting up operations in both areas in addition to retail stores.

Solid employment growth was also noted in the following economic regions: Muskoka—Kawarthas (+5,900), Ham-
ilton—Niagara Peninsula (+5,500), Windsor—Sarnia (+4,400), and the Northeast (+3,800). The Government of Can-
ada announced that it would invest more than $1M to aid business development in northeastern Ontario.3® This

30 \Wright, J. (2019, May 08). GM Canada and Unifor reach agreement to save hundreds of jobs with a C$170 million invest-
ment in Oshawa. General Motors of Canada. Retrieved from https://media.gm.ca/media/ca/en/gm/news.detail.html/con-
tent/Pages/news/ca/en/2019/May/0508-oshawa.html

31 Empire Company Limited. (2019, May 09). Announcing Voila, Canada's best online grocery home delivery service. Cana-
dian Newswire. Retrieved from https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/announcing-voila-canada-s-best-online-grocery-
home-delivery-service-877620238.html

32 Deschamps, T. (2019, May 21). Uber gears up for expansion of Toronto operation. The Star. Retrieved from
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/05/21/uber-gears-up-for-expansion-of-toronto-operation.html

33 GlobeNewswire. (2019, May 08). Transcontinental Brampton will gradually reduce its printing activities in anticipation of
its complete closure at the end of 2019. GlobeNewswire. Retrieved from https://finance.yahoo.com/news/transcontinental-
brampton-gradually-reduce-printing-123000505.html

34 Jackson, A. (2019, May 22). Vital Images finds new home at former Legion in uptown Waterloo. Waterloo Chronicle.
Retrieved from https://www.waterloochronicle.ca/news-story/9365331-vital-images-finds-new-home-at-former-legion-in-
uptown-waterloo/

35 The Canadian Press. (2019, April 17). 70 employees to lose jobs in Johnsonite closing in Waterloo. Retrieved from
https://www.therecord.com/news-story/9288876-70-employees-to-lose-jobs-in-johnsonite-closing-in-waterloo/

36 FedNor. (2019, May 23). Innovation and skills training to accelerate small business growth and start-ups in Northeastern.
Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2019/05/innovation-and-skills-training-to-accelerate-small-busi-
ness-growth-and-start-ups-in-northeastern.html
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initiative will assist up to 60 businesses and help create or maintain as many as 100 jobs. Several construction
projects are underway®’ in these regions as well including large housing developments® in the Hamilton area.>®

Employment declined in three economic regions in Ontario in May

The Stratford—Bruce Peninsula economic region posted the largest employment loss (-6,500 or -4.1%) in Ontario
between May 2018 and May 2019. This decrease was largely in full-time positions with a decline of 4,300 (-3.5%).
Though employment declined, the region may benefit from some positive announcements going forward including
the establishment of a cannabis research and development facility in Goderich,*® and the construction of a firehall
and public works facility in Blyth.*

The London economic region also saw a drop in employment of 4,100 (-1.2%) from May 2018 to May 2019 due
entirely to a decline in part-time employment (-8,200). While employment has trended down recently, there are
some positive announcements moving forward including several manufacturing operations setting up shop. This
includes Mirolin Industries Corp.,** Presstran Industries,*® and Whyte’s Foods Inc.,* which will bring more than
300 positions to the region.

Employment growth in the Northwest economic region was relatively muted (-0.2%) over the past year. How-
ever, there were a few positive employment prospects in the region, including the opening of the $18.5M Sag-
gius Sainnawap Memorial Health Centre in Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation.*® The Government of
Canada also announced that it would invest $16M in the Matawa Education and Care Centre.*®
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Ontario Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region

Employment

Unemployment Rate

3-Month Moving Averages ‘ May 2019 May 2018 Yearly May 2019 | May 2018 Yearly
Seasonally Unadjusted Data | (000) | ('000) | Variation (%) (%) (%) Variation
‘ (% points)
Ontario 7,376.9 7,174.7 2.8 5.9 5.8 0.1
Economic Regions
Ottawa 723.2 714.6 1.2 5.4 4.5 0.9
Kingston—Pembroke 225.6 206.4 9.3 5.1 5.1 0.0
Muskoka—Kawarthas 173.3 167.4 3.5 6.1 6.8 -0.7
Toronto 3,621.1 3,498.4 3.5 6.3 6.3 0.0
Kitchener—Waterloo—Barrie 747.1 704.2 6.1 5.8 5.8 0.0
Hamilton—Niagara Peninsula 748.5 743.0 0.7 49 5.5 -0.6
London 329.5 333.6 -1.2 5 5.6 -0.6
Windsor—Sarnia 305.8 301.4 1.5 5.9 6 -0.1
Stratford—Bruce Peninsula 151.2 157.7 -4.1 4.7 3.3 1.4
Northeast 248.4 244.6 1.6 7 6.5 0.5
Northwest 103.2 1034 -0.2 5.8 5.7 0.1

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey — Table 14-10-0293, formerly CANSIM 282-0122

Prepared by: Labour Market and Socio-economic Information (LMSI) Directorate, Service Canada, Ontario

Service Canada, Ontario

For further information, please contact Labour Market and Socio-economic Information (LMSI) Directorate at:
http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-esdc/eng/contact us.aspx?section=Imi

For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada Web site at: www.statcan.gc.ca
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