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Labour Force Trends - Employment decreased in Ontario in July 2019 
 

 Employment decreased by 10,700 in Ontario in July 2019 

 All of the job losses were in part-time work (-47,400) while full-time work gained 36,600 

 The unemployment rate increased to 5.7% in July 

 The unemployment rate for Ontario’s youth aged 15 to 24 increased to 12.9% 
 

Employment in Ontario decreased by 10,700 in July 2019. Losses in part-time employment (-47,400) more than 
offset gains in full-time work (+36,600). The unemployment rate grew by 0.3 percentage points to 5.7%. This marks 
the second month in a row that the province experienced employment losses, and the third time in 2019. The 
participation rate dipped to 64.8% and the employment rate was marked down to 61.1%.  
 
Youth employment decreased in Ontario by 14,600 in July with all of the losses in part-time work (-17,200). The 
unemployment rate grew by 0.9 percentage points to reach 12.9%. Over the past year, estimates show steady 
employment conditions for youth with job gains of 26,800 and an increase in the participation rate from 60.5% in 
July 2018 to 60.8% in July 2019. Nationally, the youth unemployment rate stood at 11.4%. 
 
Employment fell by 24,200 in Canada in July 2019. This decline marked the second month in a row for employment 
retractions, and the third time in the year for the country. Losses were reflected in both full-time work (-11,600) 
and part-time work (-12,600). Employment dropped in eight provinces, with the largest losses in Alberta, Ontario, 
and Nova Scotia. Only Quebec, Newfoundland and Labrador, and Prince Edward Island experienced growth. The 
national unemployment rate increased to 5.7% and the employment rate decreased to 61.9% this month. Between 
July 2018 and July 2019, average hourly wages grew by 4.5% in Canada.1   

                                                           
1 Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0320-01 Average usual hours and wages by selected characteristics, monthly, unadjusted for 
seasonality, last 5 months (x 1,000) 

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of Ontario, including the 
regions of Hamilton—Niagara Peninsula, Kingston—Pembroke, Kitchener—Waterloo—Barrie, London, Muskoka—Ka-
warthas, Northeast, Northwest, Ottawa, Stratford—Bruce Peninsula, Toronto and Windsor—Sarnia. 
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Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 164,000 in the United States in July 2019 and the unemployment 
rate remained unchanged at 3.7%.2 This figure aligns with average monthly employment growth for the year in 
the U.S. Employment rose in professional and technical services, health care, social assistance, and financial activ-
ities, while employment in manufacturing showed little change since June 2019. The number of involuntary part-
time workers declined by 363,000 in July, and average hourly earnings rose 3.2% over the past year. 
 
The provincial labour market has been relatively stable over the past twelve months. Employment increased by 
117,800 between July 2018 and July 2019. The gains were fully realized in full-time employment (+161,800) while 
losses were experienced in part-time work (-44,000). There was an uptick in the unemployment rate by 0.3 per-
centage points and the participation rate remained unchanged at 64.8% during this period.  
 
Throughout the summer months, Statistics Canada collects labour market data on youth aged 15 to 24 who at-
tended school full-time in March and who intend to return to school full-time in autumn.3 Student summer em-
ployment increased by 19,500 in Ontario between July 2018 and July 2019. The unemployment rate for returning 
students rose by 1.4 percentage points to 15.7%. This was above the national rate of 13.3%. The participation and 
employment rates for Ontario summer students rose to 61.7%, and 52.0% indicating some ease securing work this 
summer. However, there may have been some difficulty for the older student cohort (20-24 years old) finding 
work, particularly part-time positions, as both the participation rate and employment rates decreased over the 
year. This being said, labour market conditions for the summer job market have continued to improve for all stu-
dent cohorts as full-time employment has continued to grow since May.  
 

 
 

Ontario Monthly Labour Force Statistics 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Monthly Data 

July 2019 June 2019 July 2018 
Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 

Population 15 + ('000) 12,141.8 12,114.9 11,911.8 26.9 0.2 230.0 1.9 

Labour Force ('000) 7,868.5 7,859.0 7,720.8 9.5 0.1 147.7 1.9 

Employment ('000) 7,420.3 7,431.0 7,302.5 -10.7 -0.1 117.8 1.6 

   Full-Time ('000) 6,080.5 6,043.9 5,918.7 36.6 0.6 161.8 2.7 

   Part-Time ('000) 1,339.8 1,387.2 1,383.8 -47.4 -3.4 -44.0 -3.2 

Unemployment ('000) 448.2 427.9 418.3 20.3 4.7 29.9 7.1 

Unemployment Rate (%) 5.7 5.4 5.4 0.3 - 0.3 - 

Participation Rate (%) 64.8 64.9 64.8 -0.1 - 0.0 - 

Employment Rate (%) 61.1 61.3 61.3 -0.2 - -0.2 - 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
      

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087             
 

                                                           
2 Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2019, August 02). Employment Situation Summary. United States Department of Labor. Re-
trieved from https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm  
3 Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0286-03 Labour force characteristics by province and type of student during summer 
months, monthly, unadjusted for seasonality 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
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Ontario Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Adjusted Data 
July 2019 June 2019 July 2018 Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

(%) (%) (%) (% points) (% points) 

Total 5.7 5.4 5.4 0.3 0.3 

  25 years and over 4.5 4.4 4.5 0.1 0.0 

    Men - 25 years and over 4.6 4.5 4.3 0.1 0.3 

    Women - 25 years and over 4.5 4.2 4.6 0.3 -0.1 

  15 to 24 years 12.9 12.0 11.2 0.9 1.7 

    Men - 15 to 24 years 13.7 12.7 12.5 1.0 1.2 

    Women - 15 to 24 years 12.0 11.4 9.8 0.6 2.2 

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087         
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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

 
 Employment decreased in the goods-producing sector owing almost entirely to a loss in manufacturing  
 
Employment in Ontario’s goods-producing sector decreased by 8,200 (-1.0%) in July 2019. The decrease was at-
tributed to employment losses in manufacturing (-10,900; -1.4%), and utilities (-2,300; -4.0%). Some small gains 
were made in construction (4,200; +0.8%), forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying, oil and gas (700; +2.2%) and agri-
culture (200; +0.3%). 
 
Employment in manufacturing contracted in July 2019 after a small gain in June. The Markit Canada Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) increased from 49.2 in June 2019 to 50.2 in July 2019, registering above the 
50.0 no-change value for the first time since March 2019.4 This foray into positive territory can be attributed to a 
slower decline in output and an increase in pre-production inventories. The latest overall manufacturing sales 
figures showed some improvement between May 2018 and May 2019 (+2.5%) with sales losses in non-durable 
goods being offset by gains in durable goods.5  
 
July 2019 was marked by announcements of major upcoming layoffs in the manufacturing sector.  Bombardier Inc. 
announced that it would lay off about 550 employees at its Thunder Bay rail-car plant effective November 4, 2019.6 
This was followed by the news that 270 workers will be laid off when Nemak of Canada Corporation closes its 
Windsor Aluminum Plant by mid-2020.7 Meanwhile, the beleaguered automotive industry was struck another blow 
by the Ford Motor Company’s announced plans to lay off 185 people at its Oakville plant beginning in September 
2019, with further layoffs expected in January 2020.8  
 
The sector did see some positive announcements during the month with several Government of Canada invest-
ments including a $20 million investment in Gerdau Ameristeel facility upgrades creating 108 jobs and maintaining 
710 jobs;9 a $16 million investment in Tenaris Algoma Tubes expansion projects which will create 90 jobs;10 and a 
$20 million investment in Woodbridge Foam Corporation’s modernization project which will create 110 jobs and 
maintain 727 jobs.11  

                                                           
4 Markit Economics. (2019, August 1). IHS Markit Canada Manufacturing PMI. Manufacturing PMI hits four-month high in 
July. Retrieved from https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRe-
lease/b1d564d669a545898336da59ca0655de 
5 Statistics Canada. Table 16-10-0048 Manufacturing sales by industry and province, monthly (dollars unless otherwise 
noted) (x 1,000) – seasonally adjusted data 
6 CBC News. (2019, July 10). 'A big number': 550 Bombardier workers in Thunder Bay to lose their jobs Nov. 4. CBC News. 
Retrieved from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/bombardier-union-government-1.5206434 
7 CBC News. (2019, July 16). Nemak announces Windsor plant closure by 'mid-2020'. CBC News. Retrieved from 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/nemak-announces-windsor-plant-closure-by-mid-2020-1.5214014 
8 Irwin, J. (2019, July 19). Ford cutting nearly 200 jobs at Edge, Flex plant in Ontario, union says. Automotive News Canada. 
Retrieved from https://canada.autonews.com/labour/ford-cutting-nearly-200-jobs-edge-flex-plant-ontario-union-says 
9 Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada. (2019, July 26). Parliamentary Secretary O'Connell announces 
support for more than 818 Canadian steel workers in southern Ontario. Government of Canada. Retrieved from 
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/parliamentary-secretary-oconnell-
announces-support-for-more-than-818-canadian-steel-workers-in-southern-ontario.html 
10 Media & Publications. (2019, July 26). Tenaris to invest $36M at Canadian mills with government support. Tenaris. Re-
trieved from http://www.tenaris.com/en/MediaAndPublications/News/2019/July/Tenaris%20to%20in-
vest%2036M%20at%20Canadian%20mills%20with%20government%20support.aspx 
11 Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada. (2019, July 9). Minister Bains announces investment in innova-
tive Canadian auto parts supplier. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/b1d564d669a545898336da59ca0655de
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/b1d564d669a545898336da59ca0655de
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/bombardier-union-government-1.5206434
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/nemak-announces-windsor-plant-closure-by-mid-2020-1.5214014
https://canada.autonews.com/labour/ford-cutting-nearly-200-jobs-edge-flex-plant-ontario-union-says
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/parliamentary-secretary-oconnell-announces-support-for-more-than-818-canadian-steel-workers-in-southern-ontario.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/parliamentary-secretary-oconnell-announces-support-for-more-than-818-canadian-steel-workers-in-southern-ontario.html
http://www.tenaris.com/en/MediaAndPublications/News/2019/July/Tenaris%20to%20invest%2036M%20at%20Canadian%20mills%20with%20government%20support.aspx
http://www.tenaris.com/en/MediaAndPublications/News/2019/July/Tenaris%20to%20invest%2036M%20at%20Canadian%20mills%20with%20government%20support.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/minister-bains-announces-investment-in-innovative-canadian-auto-parts-supplier.html
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Employment also dipped in utilities in July 2019. The sector saw some positive news as the Canadian Nuclear 
Laboratories (CNL) received a $8.5 million contract from the Government of Canada to refuel the low-power reac-
tor, SLOWPOKE-2, at the Royal Military College in Kingston.12 However, any potential employment gains were 
tempered when CNL also announced that it will be laying off 150 employees at its Chalk River site.13 
 
Employment edged up in construction in July 2019 despite the latest total housing start data indicating a decline 
in Ontario over the year.14 Employment gains were likely attributed to the increase in construction projects around 
the province. Other industry indicators such as the total value of building permits15 and overall housing prices 
dropped year-over-year in Ontario, indicating some potential for slow growth going forward.16  
 
Several major infrastructure construction projects were announced or got underway in July. These included the 
$30 million refurbishment of the Port Colborne Transmission Station;17 $63 million rehabilitation of two dams on 
the Trent River;18 initiation of $116.9 million construction of two rail tunnels under Highways 401 and 409;19 and 
the start of construction on the $80 million natural gas distribution system for Southern Bruce County.20  
 
The cannabis industry continues to contribute to employment across the goods producing sector. Recent an-
nouncements include GaiaCann Inc.’s establishment of a cannabis facility in Espanola, which will create over a 100 
jobs;21 PharmHouse Inc. anticipating the creation of a 150-employee workforce at its Leamington nursery;22 and 
AgMedica Bioscience hiring for 70 future positions at its expanding Chatham-Kent facility.23   
 

                                                           
economic-development/news/2019/07/minister-bains-announces-investment-in-innovative-canadian-auto-parts-sup-
plier.html 
12 Canadian Nuclear Laboratories. (2019, July 8). Government of Canada contracts CNL for project that will extend operating 
life of research reactor by another 30 years. Electric Energy Online. Retrieved from https://electricenergyonline.com/arti-
cle/energy/category/generation/52/778525/government-of-canada-contracts-cnl-for-project-that-will-extend-operating-
life-of-research-reactor-by-another-30-years.html 
13Pembroke Observer. (2019, July 9). CNL laying off 150 employees at Chalk River site as part of workforce adjustment. The 
Kingston Whig Standard. Retrieved from https://www.thewhig.com/news/local-news/cnl-laying-off-150-employees-at-
chalk-river-site-as-part-of-workforce-adjustment/wcm/3841e63a-6ce8-4041-b19d-7578322fb9e4  
14 Statistics Canada. Table 34-10-0152-01 Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, housing starts, by type of dwelling 
unit and market type in all centres of 50,000 and over for Canada and provinces  
15 Statistics Canada. Table 34-10-0066-01 Building permits, by type of structure and type of work 
16 Statistics Canada. Table 18-10-0205 New housing price index, monthly 
17 HydroOne. (2019, July 5). Hydro One and Canadian Niagara Power collaborate to strengthen electricity infrastructure and 
improve reliability for the Port Colborne area. Port Colborne. Retrieved from http://portcolborne.ca/page/news&iArti-
cle=2699&iArticle=2699 
18 Meeks, T. (2019, July 25). Quinte West's Trent-Severn dams getting $63 million facelift. The Intelligencer. Retrieved from  
https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/local-news/quinte-wests-trent-severn-dams-getting-63-million-facelift 
19 Ministry of Transportation. (2019, July 26). Construction Begins for Highways 401 and 409 GO Transit Rail Tunnels. Gov-
ernment of Ontario. Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2019/07/construction-begins-for-highways-401-and-
409-go-transit-rail-tunnels.html 
20 Johnson, M. (2019, July 31). Southern Bruce Gas Project Officially Underway. Bayshore Broadcasting News Centre. Re-
trieved from http://www.radioowensound.com/news_item.php?NewsID=111160 
21 Jensen, M. (2019, July 4). Medical pot project takes root in Espanola. The Sudbury Star. Retrieved from 
https://www.thesudburystar.com/news/local-news/medical-pot-project-takes-root-in-espanola 
22 Campbell, T. (2019, July 22). Leamington's PharmHouse gets Health Canada approval to grow pot. Windsor Star. Retrieved 
from https://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/leamingtons-pharmhouse-gets-health-canada-approval-to-grow-pot 
23 Wills, A. (2019, July 17). Job fair organizers see success in Chatham-Kent. BlackBurnNews. Retrieved from https://black-
burnnews.com/chatham/chatham-news/2019/07/17/job-fair-organizers-see-success-chatham-kent/ 

https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/minister-bains-announces-investment-in-innovative-canadian-auto-parts-supplier.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/minister-bains-announces-investment-in-innovative-canadian-auto-parts-supplier.html
https://electricenergyonline.com/article/energy/category/generation/52/778525/government-of-canada-contracts-cnl-for-project-that-will-extend-operating-life-of-research-reactor-by-another-30-years.html
https://electricenergyonline.com/article/energy/category/generation/52/778525/government-of-canada-contracts-cnl-for-project-that-will-extend-operating-life-of-research-reactor-by-another-30-years.html
https://electricenergyonline.com/article/energy/category/generation/52/778525/government-of-canada-contracts-cnl-for-project-that-will-extend-operating-life-of-research-reactor-by-another-30-years.html
https://www.thewhig.com/news/local-news/cnl-laying-off-150-employees-at-chalk-river-site-as-part-of-workforce-adjustment/wcm/3841e63a-6ce8-4041-b19d-7578322fb9e4
https://www.thewhig.com/news/local-news/cnl-laying-off-150-employees-at-chalk-river-site-as-part-of-workforce-adjustment/wcm/3841e63a-6ce8-4041-b19d-7578322fb9e4
http://portcolborne.ca/page/news&iArticle=2699&iArticle=2699
http://portcolborne.ca/page/news&iArticle=2699&iArticle=2699
https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/local-news/quinte-wests-trent-severn-dams-getting-63-million-facelift
https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2019/07/construction-begins-for-highways-401-and-409-go-transit-rail-tunnels.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2019/07/construction-begins-for-highways-401-and-409-go-transit-rail-tunnels.html
http://www.radioowensound.com/news_item.php?NewsID=111160
https://www.thesudburystar.com/news/local-news/medical-pot-project-takes-root-in-espanola
https://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/leamingtons-pharmhouse-gets-health-canada-approval-to-grow-pot
https://blackburnnews.com/chatham/chatham-news/2019/07/17/job-fair-organizers-see-success-chatham-kent/
https://blackburnnews.com/chatham/chatham-news/2019/07/17/job-fair-organizers-see-success-chatham-kent/
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Employment conditions were positive in the goods-producing sector when compared year-over-year with an in-
crease of 8,300 (+0.6%). Industry gains were led by construction (+11,400; +2.2%) while the forestry, fishing, min-
ing, quarrying, oil and gas (-4,700; -12.6%), utilities (-3,700; -6.4%), and manufacturing (-1,500; -0.2%) industries 
experienced an annual decrease. 
  
 
Five industries were responsible for a small employment decline in the services-producing sector 
 
Employment decreased in the services-producing sector by a mere 2,600 (0.0%) in July 2019, with the largest de-
clines coming from other services (-12,700, -4.1%), educational services (-7,900; -1.4%), and transportation and 
warehousing (-6,700; -1.6%). In contrast, public administration (+10,400; +2.8%), and business building and other 
support services (+8,200; +2.7%) industries observed the largest gains. 
 
The largest employment loss was observed in the other services industry in July. Other services comprises estab-
lishments primarily engaged in: Repairing, or performing general or routine maintenance on motor vehicles, ma-
chinery, equipment and other products; providing personal care services, funeral services, laundry services and 
other services to individuals; organizing and promoting religious activities; supporting various causes through 
grant-making, promoting various social and political causes, and promoting and defending the interests of their 
members. Private households are also included. 
 
Educational services experienced employment loss in July, potentially as fallout from the numerous redundancy 
notifications distributed across school boards in the spring.24252627282930 Although notifications of layoffs are not 
expected until boards have finalized their budgets later in the summer.  However, the industry did receive a boost 
from multiple investments in July. The Government of Ontario invested more than $6M in province-wide summer 
initiatives to strengthen math skills for students and improve job prospects31 while also providing $1.9M to Cam-
brian College’s Applied Research Department creating five full-time technician positions and 12 part-time research 
positions. 32  The Government of Canada provided nearly $5.5M to the International Brotherhood of Electrical 

                                                           
24 Ruby, M. (2019, March 25). Teacher layoffs loom. The Expositor. Retrieved from https://www.brantfordexposi-
tor.ca/news/local-news/teacher-layoffs-loom  
25 Yanchus, K. (2019, May 6). 'Short-sighted': More layoffs, program cuts as Halton District School Board finalizes its budget. 
Inside Halton. Retrieved from https://www.insidehalton.com/news-story/9340260--short-sighted-more-layoffs-program-
cuts-as-halton-district-school-board-finalizes-its-budget/  
26 Carter, A. (2019, April 30). Hamilton public school board laying off 99 teachers amid budget cuts. CBC News. Retrieved 
from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/school-board-layoffs-1.5116633  
27 Benner, A. (2019, April 5). Niagara teachers, boards brace for provincial cuts. The St. Catharines Standard. Retrieved from 
https://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/news-story/9270388-niagara-teachers-boards-brace-for-provincial-cuts/  
28 Carty, M. (2019, April 11). Guelph’s Upper Grand District School Board issues more layoff notices to teachers. Global 
News. retrieved from https://globalnews.ca/news/5155616/guelph-upper-grand-teacher-layoffs/  
29 Whitnall, C. (2019, April 12). Ontario’s new vision for education to cost 38 teaching positions in Trillium Lakelands school 
board. My Kawartha. Retrieved from https://www.mykawartha.com/news-story/9279530-ontario-s-new-vision-for-educa-
tion-to-cost-38-teaching-positions-in-trillium-lakelands-school-board/  
30 Nasser, S. (2019, April 16). 369 Peel teachers learn they won't have permanent spots in September. CBC News. Retrieved 
from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/peel-teachers-layoffs-ontario-education-1.5101084  
31 Ministry of Education. (2019, July 9). Government Launches Effort to Strengthen Math Skills & Improve Job Prospects. 
Government of Ontario. Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2019/07/government-launches-major-effort-to-
strengthen-math-skills-improve-job-prospects.html 
32 Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities. (2019, July 15). Ontario Building Skilled Workforce in Sudbury. Government 
of Ontario. Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/maesd/en/2019/07/ontario-building-skilled-workforce-in-sudbury.html 

https://www.brantfordexpositor.ca/news/local-news/teacher-layoffs-loom
https://www.brantfordexpositor.ca/news/local-news/teacher-layoffs-loom
https://www.insidehalton.com/news-story/9340260--short-sighted-more-layoffs-program-cuts-as-halton-district-school-board-finalizes-its-budget/
https://www.insidehalton.com/news-story/9340260--short-sighted-more-layoffs-program-cuts-as-halton-district-school-board-finalizes-its-budget/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/school-board-layoffs-1.5116633
https://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/news-story/9270388-niagara-teachers-boards-brace-for-provincial-cuts/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5155616/guelph-upper-grand-teacher-layoffs/
https://www.mykawartha.com/news-story/9279530-ontario-s-new-vision-for-education-to-cost-38-teaching-positions-in-trillium-lakelands-school-board/
https://www.mykawartha.com/news-story/9279530-ontario-s-new-vision-for-education-to-cost-38-teaching-positions-in-trillium-lakelands-school-board/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/peel-teachers-layoffs-ontario-education-1.5101084
https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2019/07/government-launches-major-effort-to-strengthen-math-skills-improve-job-prospects.html
https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2019/07/government-launches-major-effort-to-strengthen-math-skills-improve-job-prospects.html
https://news.ontario.ca/maesd/en/2019/07/ontario-building-skilled-workforce-in-sudbury.html
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Workers Local 84 to support a new training program in Breslau, which is expected to train 240 electrical appren-
tices over the next five years. 33  The federal government also invested over $190K in the Innovation Hub at North-
ern College's Timmins Campus to develop a new research space. 34   
 
Employment in the trade industry dropped in Ontario in July 2019 with employment losses entirely in retail.35 The 
latest retail sales and wholesale trade figures, both registered a year-over-year increase.36,37 The retail trade in-
dustry saw large developments in the grocery segment with Walmart opening a new Supercentre in St. Catharines 
later in the summer, which will employ 150 people;38  Longo’s Brothers Fruit Market opening a new store in To-
ronto creating 185 new jobs;39 and Mercato Fresh announcing the October opening of a location in Chatham with 
about 50 employees.40 The cannabis industry continued to shape the retail landscape with Government of Ontario 
announcing that 50 new cannabis stores will open across the province in October.41  
 
Year-over-year, employment in the services-producing sector grew by 109,500 (+1.9%). The largest annual gains 
were observed in health care and social assistance (+46,300; +5.4%), professional, scientific and technical services 
(+38,700; +6.0%), and transportation and warehousing (+21,000; +5.5%). The only declines in employment were 
seen in accommodation and food services (-21,800; -4.6%), information, culture and recreation (-14,000; -4.3%), 
and business, building and other support services (-1,500; -0.5%). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
33 Davis, B. (2019, July 4). Breslau-based union local gets federal funds for new training program for electrical apprentices. 
The Record. Retrieved from https://www.therecord.com/news-story/9488084-breslau-based-union-local-gets-federal-
funds-for-new-training-program-for-electrical-apprentices/ 
34 Northern Ontario Business Staff. (2019, July 11). Timmins college to establish new applied research labs. Northern Ontario 
Business. Retrieved from https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/regional-news/timmins/timmins-college-to-establish-
new-applied-research-labs-1579453 
35 Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0022-01 Labour force characteristics by industry, monthly, unadjusted for seasonality (x 
1,000) 
36 Statistics Canada. Table 20-10-0008 Retail trade sales by province and territory (x 1,000) 
37 Statistics Canada. Table 20-10-0019 Historical (real-time) releases of wholesale trade, sales (x 1,000) 
38 Walter, K. (2019, July 4). New Pen Centre Walmart to open this summer. NiagaraThisWeek. Retrieved from 
https://www.niagarathisweek.com/news-story/9488554-new-pen-centre-walmart-to-open-this-summer/ 
39 Longo’s. (2019, July 29). Longo’s Brothers Fruit Market Announces Latest Store Opening at Yonge Sheppard Centre. Global 
Newswire. Retrieved from https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/07/29/1893233/0/en/Longo-s-Brothers-
Fruit-Market-Announces-Latest-Store-Opening-at-Yonge-Sheppard-Centre.html 
40 Wills, A. (2019, July 23). Food services partner to bring new market to CK. BlackBurnNews. Retrieved from https://black-
burnnews.com/chatham/chatham-news/2019/07/23/food-services-partner-bring-new-market-ck/ 
41 Jones, A. (2019, July 3). Ontario is set to get 50 more cannabis stores this fall. CBC News. Retrieved from 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-cannabis-stores-1.5198257 

https://www.therecord.com/news-story/9488084-breslau-based-union-local-gets-federal-funds-for-new-training-program-for-electrical-apprentices/
https://www.therecord.com/news-story/9488084-breslau-based-union-local-gets-federal-funds-for-new-training-program-for-electrical-apprentices/
https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/regional-news/timmins/timmins-college-to-establish-new-applied-research-labs-1579453
https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/regional-news/timmins/timmins-college-to-establish-new-applied-research-labs-1579453
https://www.niagarathisweek.com/news-story/9488554-new-pen-centre-walmart-to-open-this-summer/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/07/29/1893233/0/en/Longo-s-Brothers-Fruit-Market-Announces-Latest-Store-Opening-at-Yonge-Sheppard-Centre.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/07/29/1893233/0/en/Longo-s-Brothers-Fruit-Market-Announces-Latest-Store-Opening-at-Yonge-Sheppard-Centre.html
https://blackburnnews.com/chatham/chatham-news/2019/07/23/food-services-partner-bring-new-market-ck/
https://blackburnnews.com/chatham/chatham-news/2019/07/23/food-services-partner-bring-new-market-ck/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-cannabis-stores-1.5198257
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Ontario Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Data ('000) 

July 2019 June 2019 July 2018 
Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 

Total employed, all industries 7,420.3 7,431.0 7,302.5 -10.7 -0.1 117.8 1.6 

Goods-producing sector 1,463.2 1,471.4 1,454.9 -8.2 -0.6 8.3 0.6 

  Agriculture 74.3 74.1 67.6 0.2 0.3 6.7 9.9 

  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying,  
  oil and gas 32.6 31.9 37.3 0.7 2.2 -4.7 -12.6 

  Utilities 54.5 56.8 58.2 -2.3 -4.0 -3.7 -6.4 

  Construction 539.2 535.0 527.8 4.2 0.8 11.4 2.2 

  Manufacturing 762.6 773.5 764.1 -10.9 -1.4 -1.5 -0.2 

Services-producing sector 5,957.1 5,959.7 5,847.6 -2.6 0.0 109.5 1.9 

  Trade 1,083.4 1,087.8 1,077.6 -4.4 -0.4 5.8 0.5 

  Transportation and warehousing 405.2 411.9 384.2 -6.7 -1.6 21.0 5.5 

  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 582.1 577.4 571.7 4.7 0.8 10.4 1.8 

  Professional, scientific  
  and technical services 687.1 683.7 648.4 3.4 0.5 38.7 6.0 

  Business, building  
  and other support services 316.2 308.0 317.7 8.2 2.7 -1.5 -0.5 

  Educational services 537.0 544.9 531.8 -7.9 -1.4 5.2 1.0 

  Health care and social assistance 904.0 900.9 857.7 3.1 0.3 46.3 5.4 

  Information, culture and recreation 312.4 311.4 326.4 1.0 0.3 -14.0 -4.3 

  Accommodation and food services 451.8 453.4 473.6 -1.6 -0.4 -21.8 -4.6 

  Other services 293.6 306.3 292.3 -12.7 -4.1 1.3 0.4 

  Public administration 384.3 373.9 366.3 10.4 2.8 18.0 4.9 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
       

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0355, formerly CANSIM 282-0088                 
 
 

REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

  
Toronto continues to dominate the province in employment growth  

Employment grew by 120,400 (+3.4%) in the Toronto economic region between July 2018 and July 2019 (measured 
on a year-over-year, seasonally unadjusted basis). Gains were made in both full-time (+97,500), and part-time 
employment (+23,000). The regional unemployment rate fell by half a percentage point to 6.0%, and labour force 
participation inched up to 67.6%.  
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The Greater Toronto Area construction industry welcomed a number of significant infrastructure projects42,43 and 
housing developments44,45,46 in July. Toronto’s technology base also strengthened with Pariveda Solutions, a man-
agement and technology consulting firm, opening in downtown Toronto,47 and the Government of Canada’s in-
vestment of $5M into the Hardware Catalyst Initiative, a lab and incubator hub in Markham.48 In the services-
producing sector, a number of retailers announced expansions including the opening of Longo’s Brothers Fruit 
Market, creating 185 new jobs,49 Momuso, a Korean-inspired dollar store50 and WYRTH, a home goods store51 in 
Toronto. The Government of Canada has invested over $2.3M through the Canada Summer Jobs program and 
created more than 560 summer jobs in Toronto52 as well as contributed $3M for Northern Transformer Corpora-
tion to increase production and create 32 skilled manufacturing and engineering jobs in Vaughan.53 On the nega-
tive side, Ford Motor Company announced plans to layoff about 200 people at its Oakville plant,54 Baycrest Health 
Sciences in Toronto terminated about 150 employees,55 and Ample Organics, a Toronto-based cannabis software 

                                                           
42 Ministry of Transportation. (2019, July 26). Construction Begins for Highways 401 and 409 GO Transit Rail Tunnels. Gov-
ernment of Ontario. Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2019/07/construction-begins-for-highways-401-and-
409-go-transit-rail-tunnels.html  
43 CBC News Staff. (2019, July 8). Markham to transform industrial area into green space to prevent flood damage. CBC 
News. Retrieved from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/markham-don-river-flood-plain-damage-1.5203156 
44 DCN News Staff. (2019, July 22). Construction begins on KSquare Condos project in Scarborough. Daily Commercial News. 
Retrieved from https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/projects/2019/07/construction-begins-ksquare-condos-
project-scarborough  
45 Landau, J. (2019, July 17). Ground Breaking Kicks Off Construction for Birchcliff Urban Towns. Urban Toronto. Retrieved 
from https://urbantoronto.ca/news/2019/07/ground-breaking-kicks-construction-birchcliff-urban-towns  
46 Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation Staff. (2019, July 9). Governments of Canada and Ontario celebrate new af-
fordable housing in Milton. Cision Newswire. Retrieved from https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/governments-of-
canada-and-ontario-celebrate-new-affordable-housing-in-milton-814441546.html/governments-of-canada-and-ontario-
celebrate-new-affordable-housing-in-milton-814441546.html  
47 DCN News Staff. (2019, July 18). Pariveda Solutions consulting firm opens Toronto office. Daily Commercial News. Re-
trieved from https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/economic/2019/07/pariveda-solutions-consulting-firm-
opens-toronto-office  
48 Smith, B. (2019, June 27). FedDev Ontario invests $5 million for new incubator lab in Markham. IT World Canada. Re-
trieved from https://www.itworldcanada.com/article/feddev-ontario-invests-5-million-for-new-incubator-lab-in-mark-
ham/419521  
49 Loveless, D. (2019, July 29). Longo's Brothers Fruit Market Announces Latest Store Opening at Yonge Sheppard Centre. 
GlobeNewswire. Retrieved from https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/07/29/1893233/0/en/Longo-s-Broth-
ers-Fruit-Market-Announces-Latest-Store-Opening-at-Yonge-Sheppard-Centre.html  
50 StyleDemocracy Staff. (2019, July 2). A New Korean-Inspired Dollar Store Has Landed In Toronto. StyleDemocracy. Re-
trieved from https://www.styledemocracy.com/korean-dollar-store-toronto/   
51 Toneguzzi, M. (2019, July 23). Unique Home Goods Retailer 'WYRTH? Opens 1st Store with Plans for Canadian Expansion. 
Retail Insider. Retrieved from https://www.retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2019/7/unique-home-goods-retailer-wyrth-
opens-1st-store-with-plans-for-canadian-expansion   
52 Frank, M. (2019, July 29). Canada Summer Jobs 2019 offers more than 560 jobs to at-risk youth in Toronto. InfoSurHoy. 
Retrieved from https://www.infosurhoy.com/cocoon/saii/xhtml/en_GB/news/canada-summer-jobs-2019-offers-more-than-
560-jobs-to-at-risk-youth-in-toronto/   
53 Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario. (2019, July 12). FedDev Ontario supports next generation of 
power delivery across North America. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-devel-
opment-southern-ontario/news/2019/07/feddev-ontario-supports-next-generation-of-power-delivery-across-north-amer-
ica.html   
54 CBC News Staff. (2019, July 19). 200 jobs on the chopping block at Ford's Oakville plant, starting in September News. CBC 
News. Retrieved from https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ford-motors-oakville-layoffs-1.5218614   
55 Rodrigues, B. (2019, July 11). About 150 Baycrest hospital workers let go after audit finds misuse in employee benefits. 
Global News. Retrieved from https://globalnews.ca/news/5483404/baycrest-hospital-toronto-terminations-resignations/   

https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2019/07/construction-begins-for-highways-401-and-409-go-transit-rail-tunnels.html
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/economic/2019/07/pariveda-solutions-consulting-firm-opens-toronto-office
https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/economic/2019/07/pariveda-solutions-consulting-firm-opens-toronto-office
https://www.itworldcanada.com/article/feddev-ontario-invests-5-million-for-new-incubator-lab-in-markham/419521
https://www.itworldcanada.com/article/feddev-ontario-invests-5-million-for-new-incubator-lab-in-markham/419521
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/07/29/1893233/0/en/Longo-s-Brothers-Fruit-Market-Announces-Latest-Store-Opening-at-Yonge-Sheppard-Centre.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/07/29/1893233/0/en/Longo-s-Brothers-Fruit-Market-Announces-Latest-Store-Opening-at-Yonge-Sheppard-Centre.html
https://www.styledemocracy.com/korean-dollar-store-toronto/
https://www.retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2019/7/unique-home-goods-retailer-wyrth-opens-1st-store-with-plans-for-canadian-expansion
https://www.retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2019/7/unique-home-goods-retailer-wyrth-opens-1st-store-with-plans-for-canadian-expansion
https://www.infosurhoy.com/cocoon/saii/xhtml/en_GB/news/canada-summer-jobs-2019-offers-more-than-560-jobs-to-at-risk-youth-in-toronto/
https://www.infosurhoy.com/cocoon/saii/xhtml/en_GB/news/canada-summer-jobs-2019-offers-more-than-560-jobs-to-at-risk-youth-in-toronto/
https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-development-southern-ontario/news/2019/07/feddev-ontario-supports-next-generation-of-power-delivery-across-north-america.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-development-southern-ontario/news/2019/07/feddev-ontario-supports-next-generation-of-power-delivery-across-north-america.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-development-southern-ontario/news/2019/07/feddev-ontario-supports-next-generation-of-power-delivery-across-north-america.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ford-motors-oakville-layoffs-1.5218614
https://globalnews.ca/news/5483404/baycrest-hospital-toronto-terminations-resignations/


Labour Market Bulletin – Ontario – July 2019         Page 10 

 

 

start-up, laid off about 20 employees, affecting senior management as well as software developers and design-
ers.56  

Employment in the Ottawa economic region increased by 30,300 (+4.2%), due to gains in both full-time employ-
ment (+26,600) and part-time employment (+3,800). The regional unemployment rate rose 0.2 percentage points 
to 5.0%, the second lowest in Ontario. 

Ottawa’s research hub continues to expand with the Government of Canada investing $40M in CBN Nano Tech-
nologies that will create about 469 jobs,57 along with Rockport Networks receiving over $2.9M for the commer-
cialization of its high-performance network solutions, creating about 20 highly skilled jobs.58 Some of the recent 
employment growth in the region can also be attributed to the emerging cannabis industry such as apollogreen 
starting work on using industrial-scale tissue culture to produce starter plants for cannabis growers.59 Investments 
in construction also contributed to the gains this year with the rehabilitation of the Supreme Court of Canada and 
West Memorial Buildings,60 ongoing planning for the Ottawa Hospital’s Civic Campus redevelopment project,61 
Canarm Ltd. expanding its Parkedale Avenue facility62 and the improvement project for the Limoges Wastewater 
Treatment facility.63     

Employment increased by 24,900 (+3.4%) in the Kitchener—Waterloo—Barrie economic region, mainly due to 
gains in part-time employment (+23,300). The unemployment rate remained stable over the past year.  

Construction activities were robust in the region with the start of ATS Automation Tooling Systems Inc. expansion 
of their headquarters in Cambridge,64 Snobelen Farms Ltd. planning to build a new seed processing, treatment and 

                                                           
56 Simpson, M. (2019, July 25). Ample Organics makes layoffs as capital dries up in Canadian cannabis industry. Betakit. Re-
trieved from https://betakit.com/ample-organics-makes-layoffs-as-capital-dries-up-in-canadian-cannabis-industry/   
57 Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada. (2019, July 10). Minister Bains announces investment that will 
position Canada as global leader in nanomanufacturing. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://www.can-
ada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/07/minister-bains-announces-investment-that-will-posi-
tion-canada-as-global-leader-in-nanomanufacturing.html   
58 Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario. (2019, July 29). FedDev Ontario supports commercialization 
of innovative Canadian networking solution. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-
development-southern-ontario/news/2019/07/feddev-ontario-supports-commercialization-of-innovative-canadian-net-
working-solution.html   
59 Dodge, A. (2019, July 20). Vars cannabis company aims to shake up industry with petri dish pot. CBC News. Retrieved from 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/cannabis-company-apollogreen-petri-dish-1.5217352  
60 Public Services and Procurement Canada. (2019, June 28). Government of Canada to rehabilitate and green National Capi-
tal Region landmark. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procure-
ment/news/2019/06/government-of-canada-to-rehabilitate-and-green-national-capital-region-landmark.html   
61 Ontario Ministry of Health. (2019, July 4). Ontario Investing in Expansion of The Ottawa Hospital. Government of Ontario. 
Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/mohltc/en/2019/07/ontario-investing-in-expansion-of-the-ottawa-hospital.html   
62 Zajac, R. (2019, July 19). Canarm expansion celebrated. The Recorder & Times. Retrieved from https://www.re-
corder.ca/news/local-news/canarm-expansion-celebrated   
63 Morgan, J. (2019, July 16). $10-million wastewater improvements underway in Limoges. The Review. Retrieved from 
https://thereview.ca/2019/07/15/10-million-wastewater-improvements-underway-in-limoges/   
64 Davis, B. (2019, July 12). ATS Automation expanding its Cambridge headquarters. Waterloo Region Record. Retrieved from 
https://www.cambridgetimes.ca/news-story/9497127-ats-automation-expanding-its-cambridge-headquarters/   
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https://thereview.ca/2019/07/15/10-million-wastewater-improvements-underway-in-limoges/
https://www.cambridgetimes.ca/news-story/9497127-ats-automation-expanding-its-cambridge-headquarters/


Labour Market Bulletin – Ontario – July 2019         Page 11 

 

 

packaging facility in Palmerston65 and with work underway at Apple Self Storage facility in Kitchener.66 The Gov-
ernment of Canada also announced that it would invest $12M to build a new swine research facility in Elora67 and 
$2.5M in Newton Group Ltd. to expand and increase production at their pre-cast concrete production facility in 
Guelph.68 On a less positive note, Gateway Casinos & Entertainment Limited laid off 65 full-time unionized and 
several dozen non-unionized employees at its Casino Rama location in Orillia69 and the Center for International 
Governance Innovation laid off 21 employees in Waterloo.70  

The Kingston-Pembroke economic region experienced employment gains of 18,200 (+8.9%) between July 2018 
and July 2019, leading to overall improved labour market conditions. The regional unemployment declined by 0.7 
percentage points to reach 5.1%, while the participation rate reached 60.7% from 56.7% over the same period.  

In the construction sector, work is starting at two dams on the Trent River in Quinte West that will be rehabilitated 
over the next three years at a cost of $63M.71 Also, the Government of Canada has awarded an $8.5M contract to 
Canadian Nuclear Laboratories to refuel the low-power reactor, SLOWPOKE-2, at the Royal Military College in 
Kingston.72 Meanwhile, on the job loss front, Canadian Nuclear Laboratories have also announced layoffs of 150 
workers at its nuclear facility in Chalk River as part of workforce adjustment. 73    

Employment also grew in the Hamilton-Niagara Peninsula and Stratford-Bruce Peninsula economic regions.  

Employment declined in five economic regions in Ontario in July 

The London economic region posted the largest employment decrease in Ontario over the year, falling by 15,400 
(-4.5%) between July 2018 and 2019.  

                                                           
65 Snobelen Farms announces state-of-the-art seed facility will be built in Palmerston. (2019, July 25). Minto Express. Re-
trieved from https://www.southwesternontario.ca/news-story/9519621-snobelen-farms-announces-state-of-the-art-seed-
facility-will-be-built-in-palmerston/   
66 Jackson, B. (2019, July 8). WHAT'S GOING ON HERE: Self storage facility Development off Highway 7/8 in Kitchener. Kitche-
ner Post. Retrieved from https://www.kitchenerpost.ca/news-story/9486999-what-s-going-on-here-self-storage-facility-
development-off-highway-7-8-in-kitchener/   
67 Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. (2019, July 2). Ontario Takes Action to Build Competitiveness in the Pork 
Sector. Government of Ontario. Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/omafra/en/2019/07/ontario-takes-action-to-build-
competitiveness-in-the-pork-sector.html   
68 Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario. (2019, July 25). FedDev Ontario Invests in Innovative 
Guelph Manufacturer. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-development-south-
ern-ontario/news/2019/07/feddev-ontario-invests-in-innovative-guelph-manufacturer.html   
69 Dawson, D.  (2019,  July 19).  65 full-time employees at Casino Rama receive layoff notices. Barrie Today. Retrieved from 
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/65-full-time-employees-at-casino-rama-receive-layoff-notices-1593312   
70 Banger, C. (2019, July 18). Waterloo think-tank lays off more than 20 employees in wake of provincial funding cuts. CTV 
News Kitchener. Retrieved from https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/waterloo-think-tank-lays-off-more-than-20-employees-in-
wake-of-provincial-funding-cuts-1.4514120   
71 Meeks, T. (2019, July 25). Quinte West’s Trent-Severn dams getting $63 million facelift. Belleville Intelligencer. Retrieved 
from https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/local-news/quinte-wests-trent-severn-dams-getting-63-million-facelift   
72 Canadian Nuclear Laboratories. (2019, July 8). Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Awarded $8.5 Million Contract to Refuel 
RMC SLOWPOKE-2 Reactor - Government of Canada contracts CNL for project that will extend operating life of research re-
actor by another 30 years. EE Online. Retrieved from https://electricenergyonline.com/article/energy/category/genera-
tion/52/778525/government-of-canada-contracts-cnl-for-project-that-will-extend-operating-life-of-research-reactor-by-
another-30-years.html   
73 MyFM News/Oldies 107.7 staff. (2019, July 9). Canadian Nuclear Laboratories impacted by Layoffs. Published by Pem-
broke Today. Pembroke Today. Retrieved from https://www.pembroketoday.ca/syn/773/164675/canadian-nuclear-labora-
tories-impacted-by-layoffs/   
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Despite these losses, the region saw a number of construction projects move forward. Work started on four high-
rise residential buildings,74 a new headquarters for the Middlesex-London Health Unit,75 and the federal govern-
ment investing $7.1M towards a 60-unit affordable-housing project, Residenza Ortona, for seniors and veterans in 
London.76 The manufacturing industry received some positive news with the announcement of the federal gov-
ernment investment of nearly $5M in Element5 Co.’s new $32M cross-laminated timber plant in St. Thomas, which 
will create over 60 jobs.77  

Employment figures fell by 6,600 (-2.6%) in the Northeast economic region over the year. The unemployment rate 
rose by 0.8 percentage points to 6.8%, the highest in Ontario.  

Manufacturing received a boost from several investments including the federal government announcement of 
$28.8M in Domtar Inc., to support its $57.5 project to implement new equipment and processes at its pulp and 
speciality paper mill is Espanola, maintaining 430 jobs.78 In addition, Tennaris Algoma Tubes received $16M to 
support its $36M expansion project at its seamless and welded steel pipe mills, creating 90 full-time jobs79 along 
with Algoma Steel Inc. investing $300M in capital improvements80 at its plants in Sault Ste. Marie. Several other 
construction announcements, such as work underway at a $16M Marriott Hotel81 and $10.9M Cassells Street82 
reconstruction project in North Bay, also contributed to the employment gains.   

Employment also fell in Muskoka-Kawarthas, Northwest, and Windsor-Sarnia economic regions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
74 De Bono, Norman. (2019, July 5). No slowing of highrise demand in downtown London. London Free Press. Retrieved from 
https://lfpress.com/business/local-business/no-slowing-of-highrise-demand-in-downtown-london   
75 Brown, Dan. (2019, June 27). Middlesex-London Health Unit picks local builder for new home at CitiPlaza. London Free 
Press. Retrieved from https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/health-unit-picks-local-builder-for-new-quarters-at-citiplaza     
76 Juha, J. (2019, July 15). Federal government contributes $7M for new affordable seniors building. London Free Press. Re-
trieved from https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/federal-government-contributes-7m-for-new-affordable-seniors-building   
77 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. (2019, July 23). Ontario Investing Almost $5 Million in Mass Timber Innova-
tion. Government of Canada. Retrieved from https://news.ontario.ca/mnr/en/2019/07/ontario-investing-almost-5-million-
in-mass-timber-innovation.html     
78 Northern Ontario Business Staff. (2019, July 23). Domtar's Espanola mill nets $28M in federal funds. Northern Ontario 
Business. Retrieved from https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/industry-news/forestry/domtars-espanola-mill-nets-
28m-in-federal-funds-1599747   
79 Northern Ontario Business Staff. (2019, July 26). Sault tube mill lands $16 million from feds. Northern Ontario Business. 
Retrieved from https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/industry-news/manufacturing/sault-tube-mill-lands-16-million-
from-feds-1608753   
80 Helwig, D. (2019, June 26). New Algoma Steel boss details $300M in capital improvements. Northern Ontario Business. 
Retrieved from https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/regional-news/sault-ste-marie/new-algoma-steel-boss-details-
300m-in-capital-improvements-1540295   
81 Turl, J. (2019, June 28). New luxury hotel coming to North Bay. Northern Ontario Business. Retrieved from 
https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/regional-news/north-bay/new-lixury-hotel-coming-to-north-bay-1545699   
82 Dawson, C. (2019, July 16). Cassells construction begins today. BayToday. Retrieved from https://www.baytoday.ca/local-
news/cassells-construction-begins-today-1584630   
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Ontario Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 

3-Month Moving Averages  
Seasonally Unadjusted Data 

Employment Unemployment Rate 

July July Yearly  July July Yearly  

2019 2018 Variation 2019 2018 Variation 

('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (% points) 

Ontario 7,524.4 7,352.5 2.3 5.7 5.9 -0.2 

Economic Regions             

    Ottawa 749.9 719.6 4.2 5.0 4.8 0.2 

    Kingston—Pembroke 223.2 205.0 8.9 5.1 5.8 -0.7 

    Muskoka—Kawarthas 176.3 179.5 -1.8 5.9 6.1 -0.2 

    Toronto 3,693.4 3,573.0 3.4 6.0 6.5 -0.5 

    Kitchener—Waterloo—Barrie 764.2 739.3 3.4 5.3 5.3 0.0 

    Hamilton—Niagara Peninsula 765.3 760.8 0.6 5.3 5.5 -0.2 

    London 330.5 345.9 -4.5 5.7 5.9 -0.2 

    Windsor—Sarnia 303.2 303.7 -0.2 6.2 5.8 0.4 

    Stratford—Bruce Peninsula 161.7 160.4 0.8 3.8 3.0 0.8 

    Northeast 250.8 257.4 -2.6 6.8 6.0 0.8 

    Northwest 106.0 107.8 -1.7 5.6 4.9 0.7 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
      

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0293, formerly CANSIM 282-0122    
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