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THE ACADIANS AT GRAND PRE

From the time the first settlers came to the Grand Pré region from
Port Royal in the early 1680's the area grew until by 1701 it had become
the largest centre of Acadian population in what after 1713 was
Nova Scotia. Grand Pré itself was the heart of a wider area known as
Minas or "Les Mines", an area which included settlement on the modern
Rivers Pereau, Habitant, Canard and Cornwallis and at times the
Avon River. In sorting through the records of the Acadians! years in
present-day Nova Scotia, one so frequently finds the term Minas used
instead of the names of the individual settlements that it is virtually
impossible to isolate them, Therefore this study looks at Acadian history
in the Minas area, a history which is commemorated today at Grand Pré
National Historic Park, from its beginnings in the 1680%'s urtil the

expulsion of 1755.
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FRENCH PERIOD

Although several attempts had been made during the sevenﬁeenth
century to bring settlement to Acadia (or Nova Scotia as the ﬁritish
called it), there were still only about 430 settlers in the area when it
was returned to France by Englanc in 1670. Of these, 360 were at
Port Hoyal {arming the dyked lanc along the river, and the rest were
scattered thro:ghout the Peninsu’ a. It appears, however, that no white
m3n had yet cstablished settlement in the Minas Basis,t

The name Minas is derived from the French Les Mines. At the
Cap des Mines, Cape Blomidon today, copper was found by Europeans such as
De Monts and Poutrincourt as early as 16042, and the Indians probably knew
of its sxistence beulore that.3 Governor Perrot wrote of Les Mines in

1686

"Elle orend son nom d'une mine de cuivre que
1%on estime qui y est dont on a trouvé de
gros morceaux de fort beau et de bien pur..."

In 1699 Joseph Hobineau de Villebon, Commandant in Acadia, sent some

settlers to obtain a sample of the copper in order to have it examined.5

O e

1, Public Archives of Canada (hereafter cited as PAC), MG 1, G 22,
vol., 466, part 1, p. 2 £f, Census of Acadia, 1671. This census
has been reprincved in PAC Report, 1905, part 1I, Appendix A, p. 1-6.
2. Lescarbot, Marc, History of New France, vol. II, Toronto:
Champlain Society, 1911, p. 233-23/4.
3. Herbin, John Frederick, The History of Grand Pré, p. 21.
L. PAC, MG 1, C11D, 2-1, p. 45.
5. Webster, J.C., Acadia at the End of the Seventeenth Century,
p. 126, Villebon to Pontchartrain, 27 October, 1699.




Although some use of the copper was made for articles such as spoons

and candlesticksé, the mines were not extensive. The Minister of the

Marine wrote in 1702 that "on m'escrit qu'il n'y a pas lieu d'esperer

qutelle soit fort abondante."7
The first settlers of whom we have a record were Pierre Melanson

about 1680 and Pierre Terriot about 1682.8 Others followed and by the

turn of the century Minas rivalled Port Royal as a centre for population.

Theoretically Acadia had been divided into seigneuries, but in the area

of present-day Nova Scotia the rights to and extents of the grants had

long been the subject of dispute. At the time of the first settlement in

the 1680's, the Minas Basin was claimed by Alexandre Le Borgne de Belle-Isle

by virtue of grants made to his father in 1657 and 1667.9 Cn May 13, 1686

the Intendant Jacques de Meulles of Quebec confirmed Le Borgne de Belle-Isle

in his grant in the Minas Basin,lo and the Census of 1689 of lands,

buildings, people and animals in Le Borgne's lands in Acadia includes Minas.ll

‘But the grant was constantly chalienged, and between 1699 and 1703 a long

review was made of all seigneurial titles in Acadia, The investigation

culminated in the royal statement of 1703 whereby the two seigneuries in the

Cape Sable region and those of Port Royal and Minas were decided in favour

of the La Tour family which had been contesting them for ye&rs.lz We have

6., Macmechan, A.M., (ed.) Nova Scotia Archives, (hereafter cited NS Arch),
11, p. 25, Caulfeild to Board of Trade, November 15, 1715.
7. PAC, MG 1, B, 23-2, p. 350, Minister to Bégon, 15 February, 1702,
8. Herbin, op. cit., p. 27, Bernard, Antoine, Le Drame Acadien depuis 1604,
p. 139; Arsenault, Bona, Histoire et Généalogie des Acadiens, vol. 1, p. 73.
9. See Dictiopary of Canadian Biography, I, Toronto, 1966, Emmanuel Le Borgne,
P, 433-435, and Alexandre le Borgne de Belle-Isle, p. 435-436, and PAC, MG 2,
A+, liasse 39, "Arret du Conseil d'Etat du Roy Concernant les concessions
faites des terres de la Province de 1YAcadie dans la Nouvelle France", p. 8.
10, Ibid., p. 8.
11. PAC, MG 1, G_22, L466~1, p. 58.
12. PAC, MG 2, Al, liasse 29, p. 2z.




one reference to Le Borgne de Belle-Isle making grants, (Governor Perrot
wrote in 1686 that he drank too much and when drunk often granted the same
plece of land to several aettleralB), but his activities, if there were

any iQ;the Minas Basin, were minimal, There s no record of his taking any
interest in the progress of the area, and the settlers do not appear to
have paid any dues. Des Goutins, Chief Commissary and Magistrate, wrote

home in 1702 that the prosperity of Les Mines resulted more from the efforts

of men like Pierre Terriot than from anything Le Borgne had dono.lh

The appeal in the Minas area for settlers lay largely in the fertile
farmland which could be obtained by dyking the marshlands along the shore.
This method of farming, which had developed along the river at Port Royal,
was characteristic of the Acadians throughout their period of residence in
Nova Scotia, The water was held back from the marshlands by log dykes:

"five or six rows of large logs are driven whole into
the ground at the points where the Tide enters the
Marsh, & between each row, other logs are laid, one on
top of the other, & all the spaces between them are so
carefully filled with well-pounded clay, that the water
can no longer get through, In the centre of this
construction, a Sluice is contrived in such a manner
that the water on the Marshes flows out of its owm
accord, while that of the Sea is prevented from coming
in. An undertaking of this nature, which can only be
carried on at certain Seasons when the Tides do not
rise so high, costs a great deal, & takes many days,
but the abundant crop that is harvested in the second
year, after the soil has been washed by Rain water
ccmpensates, for all the expense."15

The settlers tended to concentrate on farming these dyked lowlands, often
to the exclusion of the uplands. When Charles Morris surveyed the province
years later, in 1747, he wrote that the settlers, although they used some

upland ground for roots and garden products, had improved "only the salt

— i

13. Collection de uscrits Rélatifs ! oire de e~Franc
vol. 1, p. 365.

14. PAC, MG 1, Cllp, 4-2, p. 329.

15. Webster, J.C. (ed) The Sieu-~ de Didreville, Relation of the Voyage to
Port Royal in Acadia or New France, p. 95.




marshes lying on the Rivers and which are in so great an abundance as to
supply them with Food for themselves."16 These dyked lands were still
producing ample crops:

"They are naturally of a fertile Soil and produce
(commnibus annis) about twenty Bushells of Wheat
from an Acre English Measure and they are of so
strong and Lasting a Nature that their Crops are
not Diminished in ten or twenty years Constant
Tillage. Their Tillage is performed with much

ease being intirely free from stones, that two

Yoke of Cattle is sufficient to Plow up their
stubble which is usually done in the Fall of the
Year, it is Plowed up in Ridges about five feet
wide for the sake of Draining of the Water into
Trenches which are cutt in the Meddow and inclose
about four or five Acres. These Trenches drain of
the Water into Channells which were formerly Creeks
in the Meddow, and thus in the Ebb of the Tide all
the fresh Water is drained into the Sea which
without these Trenches and their manner of Plowing
would rest upon the Land and render it unfitt for
Tillage. The land thus Plow'd up Lays open to the
Winter Frosts and by that means the Gleb is so
dissolved and mouldred that in the Spring in the
beginning of April they have no further trouble but
to sow their seed and Harrow it in and from thence
good Crops are produced from year to year, That
part of the Marsh which is expos'd to the Inundation
of the Tides produces their Hay which they support
their Cattle in the Winter Season,"l

With the natural increase in population it was eventually necessary for
the settlers at Port Royal to find new areas if they were to continue in
their old ways of farming. This search for new lands was the principal factor
in pushing settlement up to the Minas Basin, Cobequid and Chignecto. The
Sieur Saccardy reported in 1690 that the habitants at Port Royal had farmed

16. Morris, Charles (probably), A Brief Survey of Nova Scotia, PAC, MG 21,
F 10, p. 82.
17. Ibid., p. 82.




the lowlands for so long that they knew no other way, "ce qui oblige
leurs enfans 3 quitter la colonie, la maison paternelle et leurs pays
et aller chercher & 30 et 40 lieues loing comme ils font, d'autres
etablissemens et des terres basses, si figurant impossible de travailler
aux hautes dans leur voisinaga.”18
Although there does not appear to be any documentary proof of the
fact, it is generally believed that the first settler in the Minas Basin
wes one Pierre Melanson who apparently sold his land at Port Royal about
1>80 and moved up the coast.19 This was the Pierre Melanson who in 1671 had
r:fused to answer the questions of Father Laurent Moulin who had been
given the task of taking a censuszo, and in the 1690's this same Pierre Melanson
was named captain of the militia by Governor Villebon and through him
instructions from the government were conveyed to the habitants. About 1682
a Pierre Terriot from Port Royal set himself up on the St. Antoine or
Cornwallis Fiver.zl
More settlers followed. An unsigned memoire of 1684 says that "Au
haut de la rivi®re du Port Royal et A environ 14 3 15 lieues il y a un
vilage qui s'est formé depuis peu nom< Les Mines ou il y a 100 a 120 personnes,
le defrichement y est considerable.'22 This figure is, however, probably
too high; the census of 1686 ordered by M, Jacques de Meulles, Intendant of
Quebec, lists only 10 families totalling 57 people in the Minas area. At that
time there were &3 acres tilled, 90 horned cattle and 67 pigs.23 Gargas,

18. PAC, MG 1, ¢11D, vol. 2-1, p. 31L.

19, See above, note 8,

20. PLC, MG l, G 22, vol. ‘..66, ptn 1, Pe 12.
21, Arsenault, gft cit., p. 7h.

22. PAC, m 1, D’ volo 1"2, pc 3980

23. PAC, m’ 1’ G 22’ 701. 1‘66, pt. 1’ pn M-5-6.



principal clerk in Acadian in 1687-88, counted 163 people, including 50
Indians, at Minas.?* A Census of 1689 showed 164 settlers, 1ik horned
cattle, 60 cows, and 46 pigs.25

By the time of the 1701 Census the population of the Minas area was
506 while at Port Royal there were only 456 and at Beaubassin 188.26 The
1701 Census, the first one to do so, breaks down the Minas area into its

constituent parts:

Riviere St® Croix (probably same as today)

(see DeMeulles® map of 1686) 7L
Riviere de 1'Ascension (probably Lebreau Creek) 103
Riviere de Piziquid 30
Dans la baye de Cobequit (up near Truro) 3

Riviere St. Antoine (probably also called the

Habitant (Morris' map, 1749), now the

Cornwallis) 75
Riviere des Gasparots 36
Dans la grande Prée (probably along the edge of the

marshland between about Horton Landing and

Wolfville) 124
Canards 36
Riviere des Vieux habitans (probably present-day

Habitant Creek) _28

28
A 1703 census listed 431 people at Les Mines and 87 now at Cobequit.

The Census of 1707 counted 588 people at Minas.29 It s1iould be emphasized

that these Census figures must be used only as a general guide in tracing
settlemont paiterns and population growth; figures givean under different

place names at different times may include different areas, and the reliability

of the source of the information, oftemn the priest, is sometimes questionable,

24, Morse, W.I. (ed) Acadiensia Nova, p. 144-149.
25, PAC, MG 1, G 22, vol. 466, pt. 1, p. 58.

26. Ibid., p. 169.

27. Ibid., p. 200 ff,

28. Tbid., p. 210-213.

29. Ibjd., p. 216-221.



With the growth in population cams the need for a church, When
Monseigneur de Saint-Vallier of Quebec toured Acadia in 1686 he visited
Les lMines where he found "de jeunés gens bien faits et laborieux"™ without
spiritual guidance.Bo He spent a day hearing confession, giving communion,
etc., and promised to build a church on a piece of ground one of the
habitants would donate. When he was leaving they asked him to send a priest
and about 1687 there arrived there the Sulpician Louis Geoffroy who had
accompanied him on his tour, The parish at Minas was called Saint-Charles
des Mines, but when exactly the church was built we do not kmnow. The Census
of 1689 records the presence of a priest but no church,

The importance of Minas as a potential source of food supplies was
recognized early. A 1686 memorial recommending Port Royal as capital suggests
as one reason its proximity to the Minas Basin which could provide it with
a large part of its needs.31 Governor Villebon in the 1690's sent boats for
suppliss on several occasion332 and in his reports he referred to the filibuster
ierre Baptiste's visits there for pruviaiom.33 In a memoir of 1699 he said
that there was little fishing at Minas but that "to compensate for this, their
lands are very advantageous for crops, such as wheat, rye, peas, ocats and
all sorts of vegetables, which are found there in abundancs , "4 -On occasion
the habitants were able to produce enough grain for trade as well. We have,
for example, the statement of an agent of the Compagnie de la pesche Sedentaire
de 1%Acadie that in the 1690's the New Englanders brought to Minas, Beaubassin

30. Tétu, Mgr. Henri et Gagnon, L*Abbé (eds) Mandements des Eveques de Quebec,
maboc, 1887, A.D., reprinted fron Saint-Vallier, Egtat Present de l'sgiige
et Franco (< Po

31. PA-&, m’ .L, D 7010 2-1’ pe 1-19.

32. Webster, J.C., Asadia at the End of the Seventeenth Cemtury, P. AL, 46,

55, 104, 109, 129, 1i8.
33. T’)&Q., Pe b5, 56 75, 101.0
34. Ibid., p. 132, translated from PAC, MG 1, CL1D, wol. 3-2, p. 437-8.



and Port Royal trade goods, brandy, sugar cane from Barbados, molasses

and utensils which they exchanged for furs and grain.35 Food was not the

only commodity produced; the women were always busy making clothes from

the hemp they had grown and from the wool shorn from their sheep.36 Also

at Minas were a saw-mill, a windmill and seven or eight water mills along

the various rivers.37
The settlers at Minas seem to have been relatively free from official

direction., Pierre Melanson dit La Verdure was captain of the militia and

through him were sent messages tc the inhabitants, The extent of the

activities of the militia is not known. The engineer Delabat wrote from

Port Royal in 1703 that at Minas there were four companies of militia totalling

about 126 men,38 but we have no record of what they did. It does appear,

however, that relations between Minas and the capital were not close. Villebon

throughout the 1690%s mentions Minas almost exclusively as a source of

supplies, and in one of the few references not connected with provisions, he

said that he had "dispatched a boat to Minas and Port Royal to find out in

detail the truth of all that had passed between the English and the settlers,.."3?

This is not fully explained. In June 1694 he sent letters "to the leading

settlers whom he could trust" telling them to supply Baptiste with

provisions but to create the impression that it was being done under force so

0
that the English would not take it out on the inhabitants if they found out.h

35. Ibid., p. 155.

36, Ibid., p. 132,

37. Ibid., p. 132-133.

38, Morse, op, cit., vol. II, p. 2.

39. Webster, Acadia at the End of the Seventeenth Century, p. 42.
40, Ibid., p. 56.
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Villebon's instructions too indicate a distrust of the area on the
part of the home government; he was ordered to notify the habitants of
his arrival "particulilrement ceulx des Mines auxquels il pourra envoyer
un officier pour les commander en cas qu'ils soyent en estat et en
disposition de faire quelque entreprise.”“l Villebon's successor,
Brouillan, described the Minas settlement in 1701 as a prosperous one but
one which could bear watching:

"Touttes les familles qui habitent ce lieu 13 sont
fort A4 leur aize, ayant une nombre de bestiaux assez
considerables, il n'y a mesme point d'année qu'on
nten puisse tirer plus de sept ou huit barriques de
bled outre la fourniture des habitans, qui sont sy
peu accoutumés a la Domination qu'il n'a paru qu'ils
vivaient en vrays republicains, ne reconnaissant ny
autorité Royalle ny justice,

Il est vray que j'ay trouvé le moyen de les mettre

34 la raison en chastiant les mtins par quelques
1légdres peines, Monsieur de Bonnaventure qui vient
d'y faire un voyage, y a fait exécutter des

sentences que le Sieur Desgoutin avoit donné et dont
on ne faisoit point de cas, il a aussy réglé quelques
differends que je n'avois pu y terminer lors que j'y

passay.

Jtavois proposé A ces demy républicains de faire un
chemin qui a dix lieues entravers les bois pour venir
au Port Royal, ils se sont engagés d'executter ce
projet dtabord que la recolte sera finie, "s3

Throughout the French period the Minas area was relatively free from
attacks from New England. It escaped the attacks suffered by Beaubassin
or Pcrt Royal in 1690, 1696 and 1707, but it was, however, victim of a
destructive attack under Colonel Benjamin Church in 1704. The exact dates

of this episode vary with the different accounts“k, but it appears that

L1, Co t uscrits Rélatifs & 1'histo de la Nouvelle-France
vol. III, P 1}70

42, Apparently the habitants had been ordered to build a fort to protect
themselves but had refused to do so; PAC, MG 1, c¢llp, vol. 5, p. 139,
15 July, 1704.

[&30 PAC’ HG 1, cllD, 701- ‘G-l, po 97-980

Lh. PAC, MG 1, C1ID, vol. 5, p. 5-8; Collection de Manuscrits Relatifs A 1'histoire
d¢ la Nouvelle-France, vol. II, p. -418; PAC, 1, on #1, #24, fol. 2
and Church, Thomas, Indian War of 1675 and 1676, p. 270 ff.
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in the spring of 1704 Colonel Church set out from Boston with three men of
war, fourteen small transports and thirty-six whaleboats. The purpose of
the expedition was retaliation for attacks made by the French and Indians

on New England I'am:I.lzlea.l'5

Church's instructions were to "use all possible
methods for the burning and destroying of the enemies houses, and breaking
the dams of their corn grounds... and make what other spoils you can upon
them, and bring away the prisonera.h6 The expedition proceeded up the
coastline attacking at various points. At Passamaquoddy the fleet separated,
the men of war going to Port Royal and the transports, with the whaleboats
on board, to Minas under Church,

When the ships reached the Minas Basin they anchored behind a woody
island near the town. (This was probably what is now known as Boot Island
or Oak Island)., The whaleboats were then unloaded and the troops proceeded
towards the town, Church sent a messenger to the inhabitants to surrendert?
and, according to French accounts, to give up their women and children as
hostagos.hs The habitants refused, and a large proportion of them took to
the woods. That night the New Englanders were fired upon by the French, 22 or
23 of whom had assembled at one house to try to ward off the attackers.h9
Early the next morning Church landed all his men and there was considerable
fire exchanged between the inhabitants in the woods and the troops. Church
tells us that the men found in the houses great quantities of brandy and

45, Church, T, op, eit., p. 254, 272,
46, Ibjd., p. 255.
47. Ibid., p. 272-3.

L8, e
July 7, 1704.
49. Collection de Manuscrits, II, p. 42l.

uscrite, II, p. 421, and PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, #2.i,
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claret which they consumed., This resulted in a certain disorderliness

among the soldiers, during which a number of pigs and fowl were killed.

Later in the day, Church ordered some of his men to pull down some of

the houses and others to ge§ logs to build a "fortification" for the army

that night. And, just before night, he ordered the town to be burned. Thus

was destroyed "la grande prée ou était le plus fort des habitations“5o as

well as some buildings along the Gaspereaux River.s1
The next morning Church ordered his men to destroy the dykes and allow

the water to flood the crops.52 At this time about thirty horned cattle

were apparently killed.53 The New Englanders then took their plunder and

returned to their ships, creating “he impression that they intended to

leave for good. This was, howsver, a ruse, and that night they landed men at

the Rividre aux Canards and the Rivite des Habitants, where they burned all

the buildings except one, killed cattle, destroyed the gardens and took about

thirty people prisoner. The expedition then proceeded farther into the

Minas Basin, probably to the Piziquid area, where they did more damage before

moving on to Beaubassin.5k
The Minas Basin seems to have borne the brunt of this attack; Port Royal

was threatened but not attacked and although the expedition visited

Beaubassin, the destruction there was on a much smaller scale.””

50. Collection de Manuscrits, II, p. 418.
51. PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, #24, entry for 8 July, 1704,
52. Church, op, cit., p. 275.

53. Collection de Manuscrits II, p. 421.
54. Church, op, ¢it., p. 279 and PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, 24, entry for

25 July, 1704.
55. Collection de Manugcrits, vol. II, p. 424,
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THE BRITISH ASSUME CONTROL OF NOVA SCOTIA

In October 1710 a force of about 3400 British and New England troops
under Nicholson and Vetch attacked Port Royal where the French
Governor Subercase had only about 300 men to support him, After several
days of gallant resistance Subersase was forced to surrender, and on the
16th the British occupied the fort at Port Royal, which they now called
Annapolis Royal,

The Minas area was not included in the terms of the capitulation but
with no French garrison in the peninsula the British were de facto masters
of much more than the area within a tiree-mile radius of Annapolis Royal
stipulated in the articles of capitulation. Soon after the French surrender
the inhabitants of Minas sent deputies to Annapolis to find out what their
status would be with the new government., Captain Paul Mascarene, a Huguenot
who had come to England via Switzerland and who could speak French, was
sent to Minas in November to tell the inhabitants that "by the fate of War
they [hai] become prisoners at discretion and that both their persons and
Effects [were] absolutely at the Disposal of the Conquorora.'l On
November 12th Mascarene arrived at Minas and ordered the inhabitants to
assemble for a meeting with hil.2 On the 13th he landed and addressed them,
Their situation, he said, was three times better than that of "those under
the Capitulation [i.e. those at Port Royal] who [had] lost most of what
they had." In return for Vetch'!s having prevented the army from plundering

1, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 3. p. 52.
2. Ibid, p. 56.
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Minas they were asked to supply 6000 livres in either money or peltry along
with a monthly contribution of 20 pistoles.3 On the 16th Mascarene
authorized several deputies, Pierre Melanson, Alexander Bourg,

Antoine LeBlanc, and Jean and Pierre Landry, "to be receivers of the
Contributions .... and granted to them the power of making ﬁhe Inhabitants
of Manis contribute proportionably According to Each's Capacity ...."A

This practice of sending deputies from the outlying areas to the seat of
governement first at Annapolis and after 1749 at Halifax was thus one which
was started almost as soon as the British took over the province,

Until the Treaty of Utrecht Minas was not officially in British
territory, and the period was one of almost undeclared warfare between the
habitants and the British at Amnapolis. All was not well for Vetch at
the fort there - by June 1711 he had lost 116 out of his 450 men through
sickness and death.5 And during that month he reported more losses. On
June 15 he asked for more troops from New England because sinde "the last
Disaster of a party of about Seventy of the best of our men kill'd and
taken", the garrison did not consist "of above two hundred Effective men
officers included".6 And on the 18th he wrote of another Indian attack in
which 19 were killed and 10 wounded and several were taken.7 The Indians

involved in these attacks were apparently aided by some of the French

3‘ m., po 560

' ey Po 56.

5. r, J.B., New England's Outpost, p. 56, and PAC, MG 11,
Nova Scotia A, vel. 3, p. 188, Vetch to Secretary of State,
14 J‘”, 1711,

6. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 3, p. 198, Minutes of Council, 15 June,
171,

7. Ibid., p. 203, Vetch to Secretary of State Dartmouth, 18 June, 1711.
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habitants, although the British at Anaapolis placed the bulk of the
blame for inciting the Indians on action by the French priests in the
penimula.8

"he Treaty of Utrecht of 1713 gave to England "all Nova Scotia or
Acadia, with its ancient boundaries, as also the city of Port Royal, now
called Annapolis Royal, and all other things in those parts, which depend
on the said lands and islands." The Acadians were free "to remove
thems:lves within a year to any other place, as they shall think fit,
togetlier with all their moveable effects™; those who chose to remain in
Nova Scotia were "to be subject to the Kingdom of Great Britain" and "to
enjoy the free exercise of their religion, according to the usage of the
church of come, as far as the laws of Great Britain do allow the samo."9

In the first half-decade after the Treaty of Utrecht all the
problems which would for some forty-odd years plague both the Acadian
settlers and the British trying to govern them were clearly revealed. The
dates of the "year" during which the Acadians were to be permitted to
leave the province were not specified, and although the Acadians insisted
that they wanted to depart, they lost their enthusiasm after inspecting the
lands of Cape Breton and Isle St, Je:n, The British determination that the
Acadians w10 stayed should swear an oath of allegiance to the British Crown
was the most persistent point of contention. And during the years
immediately following the Treaty we sse the beginning of complaints that
French priests were stirring up the /fcadians and that the Acadians were
trading with the French at Cape Bretcn to the disadvantage of the British at

Port Royal.

8., PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 3, p. 188, Vetch to Secretary of State,
14 June, 1711,

9. Brebner, op, ¢it., p. 64, The parts of the treaty relating to Nova Scotia
have been printed in Akins, T.B. (ed) Selections from the Public Documents of
Nova Scotia (hereafter cited as PDNS), p. 14-15, and in The Memorials of the

§gg§ish and French Commissaries concerning the Limits of Nova Scotia or Acadia,
Pe J. ' v
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It appeared to British officials when Governor Nicholson finally
arrived in Nova Scotia in the summer of 1714 that the Acadian exodus might
be almost complete. French officers were sent to obtain the signatures

of those who wanted to go to Cape Breton and Isle St. Jean and 302 out

0

of 355 heads of families in Minasg, Cobequid and Annapolis signed.l At

that time at Minas there were 873 people, 287 at Grand Pré, 33 at

Rividre des Gaspareaux, 336 at Piziquid, 106 on the Rivi&re des Habitants,

76 on the Rividre des Canards and 35 on the Rivi2re de la Vieille Habitation.ll
The British had been continuing the French practise of drawing on the Minas
area for agricultural supplies. In May 1714 Lieutenant Governor Caulfield

told Nicholson that more land had been sown at Minas than ever before, and

12
that the area supplied some of the garrison wheat.

Despite the problems which would be posed by an Acadian population in
Nova Scotia, the prospect of seeing the province completely depopulated was
an even less attractive one for the British., Vetch wrote in November 171.
that the consequences of an Acadian removal would be disastrous: It
would leave Jova Scotia

"entirely destitute of inhabitants,... And as the
accession of such a number of inhabitants to

Cape Breton will msake it at once a very populous
colony .... 80 it is to be considered that one
hundred of the French, who were born upon that
continent and are perfectly known in the woods,

can march upon snoeshows and understand the use

of Birch Cances, are of more value and service

than five times their number of raw men, newly

come from Burope, So their skill in the fishery,
as well as the cultivating of the soil, must inevitably
make the island by such an accession of people, and
the French, at once the most powerful the French
have in America...."

10. Brebner, op. cit., p. 64; For a list of the inhabitants who signed at
Minas in 1714 see PAC, K3 11, CU 217, vol. 1, p. 226=27.

11. The Census of 1714 Jists the inhabitants of the individual communities
in the itinas area separately, but the first commmnity does not have a
title. This is presumably Grand Pré, PAC, MG 1, G 22, 466 pt. 1, p. 238.

12, N.S. Are¢h., 1L, p. 7.
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And, if thiy took with them their 1ivestock,

"it will Intirely strip that Colony of ....

cattle of all sorts, and redice it to

its primitive state., To replenish which at

the same rate ,... at a moderate computation

of freight only for the trarsportation of

such a number of Black Cattle and a proportionate

number of Sheep and Hoggs, will cost above forty

thousand pounds, besides the long time it will

require to stock the country....."t

In 1715 the residents of Minas were still maintaining that they

intended to withdraw from Nova Scotia. In August 1714 Queen Anne had
died. When'Caulfeild in March. 1715 sent Peter Capoon and Thomas Button
to proclaim the new King and administer the oath to the residents of
Minas, the habitants replied tha£ although they recognized King George as
the British Sovereign, they could not take an oath of allegiance to him
because they had "last summer made engagements to return under the rule of
tre King of France, having given Etheif] signatures to the officer sent
in his name."* And in May Caulfeild wrote in alarm to the Secretary of
State that "if some other methods be not taken than what lately have been,
it will be impossible for this place to subsist the ensuing winter. The
french who always maintained this Garrison with corn are most of them
quitting the¢ Collony, especially at Mines the only grain plantation, So that
in all probability we have noe prospect on their side...."® In 1715 the
habitants of Minag did not sow their grain - another ominous sign that they

were going to 1eave.16 And in August it was reported that the French at

13. PDNS, p. 6. Also quoted in Herbin, op. g¢it., p. 46-7.

14, Cellection de Documents inédits sur le Canada et 1'Amerique
hereafter cited as Coll, de Docs.), vol. 1, p. 111-112, 12 March, 1715.
15 L I)ms, p. 8'

16, erbin, op. cit., p. 48.




Annapolis and Minas were building sloops to go to Cape Breton.l7 Minas,
Caulfeild wrote in Novenber, was the most prosperous part of the colony.
Its fertile soil produced over 20,000 bushels of wheat, peas, rye and
barley, and the inhabitants possessed about 3,000 oxen and cows, 40CO
sheep and 2,000 hogs. Furs were brought in by Indians and sold by the
French to English traders. The residents had built 30 or A0 small boats
which they used for fishing.18

Although the Acadians insistec that they wanted to leave the country
and for this reason refused to take the oath, any real fears the English
had that they would be left with an empty province were probably largely
unfounded. It seems rather that representatives from both Minas and
Port Royal visited Isle St. Jean and Ile Royale and found neither the land
nor the climate as attractive as that which they already enjoyed in
Nova Scotia.l9 Too, the prospect of clearing new lands and building new
homes was an exhausting one.20 By May 1716 Caulfeild could write home that
he had "received a Letter from the people of Mines of Theire Resolution to
Continue in this Government," that they were "making all preparations for
improvenent as formerlyﬂ and that they seemed "impatient to hear what is
determined on theire behalfs“.21 They persisted, however, in their refusal
to take an unqualified oath of allegiance. When Lieutenant Governor Doucett
in 1718 attempted to administer an oath they gave three reasons for refusing.
First, they said they were not convinced that their liberty of religion

o o e 5.

17. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 7, p. 139).

18, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 7, p. 166-7, described in N.S. Arch, II,
P. 24=25.

19. Pac, MG 1, cllA, vol. 35, p. 192, 195.

20. PAC, MG 1, cll¢, vol. 7, fol. 226V-227, Felix Pain, Récollet, to Governor
of Cape Breton, 23 September, 1713, quoted in Herbin, op. cit., p. 4k.

21. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol., 8, p. 32, Caulfeild to Lords of Trade,
16 May, 1716.
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would be maintained. Second, they felt they would be exposed to the rage
of the Indians if they agreed to swear allegiance to the British King,
and third, their ancestors, when they 1ad been under British rule, had
never been recuired to take an oath like this.22

It is in this early period too that we find the beginnings of complaints
that the Acadians were trading with the French at Cape Breton and supplying
them with provisions., A letter of 1718 describes French vessels from the
island coming every spring and fa'l to Minas with wine, brandy and linen
which they could obtain more cheaply then could the English, and trading these
things for wheat and cattle.23 If this were allowed to continue, "the
Colony {would] feel a very sensible Blow, besides no Trade or Vent for
English commodities."zh

A frequent complaint by the British concerned the priests permitted to stay in
the province in order that the inhabitants might enjoy "the free exercise of
their religion, according to the usage of the church of Rome,"
Governor Philipps wrote to the Board .. Trade that "there will ever remaine a
great obstruction to our happiness, whilst the Priests and Jesuits are
among Us.... Among this Tribe are Pere Vincent and Felix who distinguish
themselves for most inveterate Enemyes to the British Interest, and preside
in the quality of Governors over Minas and Chignecto, two most considerable
settlements in Nova Scotia".25 In many cases this uneasiness was justified.
de have, for instance, a French memoir on the habitants of Acadia which describes

22, PAC, MG 11, C 0217, vol. 2, B 71-3, p. 202, reprinted in Coll, de Docs, I,
p. 170, Answer of several French inhabitants of Les Mines, 10 February, 1718,
23, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 9, p. 142, Doucett to Lords of Trade,
15 November, 1718,
24, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol, 11, p. 10, Doucett to Philipps, January 15,
1719.
25, PDNS, p. 16, Philipps to Lords of Trade, 3 January, 1719.
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in detail the scene when Pere Dominique assembled the habitants of Minas
and warned them of all the reasons why they should not trust the Bri‘o:’wh.pj

It appears that despite the severity of the problems faced by those |
on the spot in Nova Scotia, the Board of Trade in England did not devote
much serious attention to them until the difficulties involved in straightening
out Caulfeild's affairs after his death in 1717 brought home the urgency of
the siﬁuation.27 Colonel Richard Philipps was named Governor and
Captain John Doucett Lieutenant-Governor. In 1719 the Board of Trade issued
new instructions. First it was proposed to raise the strength of British
troops in the newly acquired territory to ten companies. (This plan was
never carried out). Then, in an effort to avoid the sort of problems the
British were already feeling in provinces like Massachusetts where an
assembly possessed a sizeable amount of power, the colony was to model itself
on Virginia.28 Under a system of royal government the Governor was to
represent the Crown,

This policy served as a deterrent to British immigration., A system of
making proprietary grants was incompatible with royal government, so
prospective colonizers were not drawn to the province. To prospective
colonists, the political system of the colonies to the south was more attractive
than that of Nova Scotia. And the paucity of British settlers did not in
any way simplify the task of authorities in the province of persuading the
Acadians to take the oath and become British citizens.

26, PAC, MG 1, c¢llD, vol. 8, p. 78, 1717.
27. Brebner, op. cit., p. 70.
28. Ibid.. ps T3.
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The Loyalty Question

3

Doucett, as we have seen, came to the province immnediately after
his appointment to tackle the problem of the ozth. The inhabitants,

explaining that the danger of Indian hostility and concern for their

.

ziance to the Crown, did not

religion prevented their swearing alle

29

co=operate,

Governor Philipps in 1720 came out to Nova Scotia full of energy
and enthusiasm to settle affairs in the province, His instructions were
to ask the Acadians "In the most friendly manner by Proclamation otherways,
as {he should] think fit, to submit to Lhis] Government & Swear Allegiance
to His Majesty, within the space of four months from the Date of Such
[his] Proclamation, upon which condition they shall enjoy the free
Ixercise of their Religion, and be protected in all their Civil & Religious
Rights & Liberties so long as they shall behave themselves as good subjects”.Bo
Philipps accordingl

o

v set out to deal with the Acadians in a conciliatory
manner. Almost immediately he issued his Proclamation at Anrapolis, and
on April 28 he sent a similar one to Minas., The King, he declared, had
demonstrated good will in allowing them the exercise of their religion, and
he was providing a good opportunity for them to reciprocate by swearing

an oath of alleziance to him. He would await their reply through four
habitants and their priest, P&re Felix. Unless the habitants wished
otherwise, their four representatives would be Alexander Bourg,

. 31
Jacques Le Blanc, Panl Melanson and Pierre Breaux,”

—— s o m.

29. See sbove p. 19.
30. Brebner, op. cit., p. 76.
31. PAC, MG 1, Nova Scotia A, vol. 11, p. 43=44.



As was so frecuently the case, the reply of the Acadian habitants
was not satisfactory to the British., Although they promised to commit
no act of hostility while in British territory, they would not take an
2
unoualified oath.3 The Governor's representative at "the Grand Prez
at linas" described their reaction in a letter accompanying the habitants?
reply: Again the Acadians had said that they were loath to leave their
family homes, yet "afraid to stay and possess them under the Nomination
of English to have their throats cutt by the Indians', and they had
declared that the Government could not "charge them with disobedience since
they'fhad taken| the oath to her Majesty Queen Anne, and that they [ﬁere]
ready and [woulq] promise to be loyall, and faithful to King George, and
obedient to the Govermment, if that [might] suffice, till things {wer€] better
regulated with the Indians."B3
Faced with an equally unsatisfactory reaction at Annapo..is, Philipps

wrote home summingz up his position:

"It was agreed that whereas my Instructions

direct me with the effect of the Proclamation

& that I have neither order, or sufficient

power to drive these people out, nor prevent

their doeing what damage they please to their

houses and possessions, and likewise for the

sake of gaining time and keeping all things

quiet till I shall have the llonour of your

farther commands in whate manner to act, That

it is most for his Majesty's service to send

home the Deputies with smooth words, and
promise of enlargement of time...."

———

32. Ibid., p. 63-65.
33. Ibid., p. 67-70.
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At Minas, he said, the lands

". ..afford great quantitys of wheat yearly, and

the hest best farms as yett in the Country, are

lyable to be all drown'd by cutting a dyke, which

the Inhabitants at goeing off will not want ill

nature to do,"34
Acadian recalcitrance, he felt, had been further demonstrated when the
inhabitants of the Annapolis area had tegun "opening a Cormunication
through the Woods to Minas (which was formerly a Road) ... And had sent
to Minas that those People might act the same on their side...."35 The
motive he feared was being done "either to molest this place, or to drive
off their Cattle & carry thier effects from hence by that way, in order
to settle in a body either there, or Shignecto, and stand in defyance of
the Governmﬁnt."36 To eliminate these dangers, Philipps ordered the
inhabitants »f Minas and Annapolis "to desist immediately from any such
undertaking."37

In August 1720 a group of eleven Indians at Minas robbed a sloop

belonging to one John Alden, a New England trader, within full view of
the inhabitants of Minas who refrained from interfering on the grounds
that, they feared Indian reprisals. Philipps immsdiately sent a despatch
to the inhabitants expressing his disappointment that his good will towards
them had not been returned and calling upon the four deputies to give him
a better reason for their behavious than just fear of the Indiana.38 The
deputies did not appear as requested. FPhlilipps regarded this as one more
example of the "little regard" they held for the Government and of how the

34, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 11, p. 91-95, Philipps to Secretary
of State Craggs, 26 May, 1720,

350 Ibigo, Pe 910 .

36, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia B, vol., 1, p. 21, Minutes of Council, 17 May,
1720,

37. PDNS, p. 30, Order of 18 May, 1720,

38, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 12, p. 53, 9 Septembsr, 1725.



Indians were "made the screene for all their actions." The "Jesuitical

frame" of their letter of reply, Philipps wrote, showsed it "to be of

the Priests composure, there not being one Inhabitant in the Countrey

capable of such a peri'orm.a.xwe.“39 |
By now a real sense of disappointment was evident in Philipps!

tone. This incident was followed by one in which an officer sent to keep

an eye on affairs at Minas was told to return to Annapolis becauss he

could not expect any protection at Hinae."o This, Philipps pleaded,

demonstrated the necessity for stronger measures to "hasten the securing

of the Country under the King's dominion" - a task which was becoming

increasingly difficult with the passage of 1;5.1«9.1"l Meetings of the

principal officers of the garrison and of the governor with the Council

both resulted in the recommendation that 600 more men should be sent to

the province, Of these one hundred and fitfy should be sent to Minas "to

build another ffort, in a proper scituation to command the Place, and

particularly the ground, called the Grand Pré, which [prc»dncod] great

cropps of Wheat, and other graine, & [was] the Treasure of that Settlement."*2
Nothing appears to have comes from this recommendaticn, however, and

Philipps becams more and more frustrated by his inability to settle affairs

for onée and for all in Nova Scotia, " In 1723 he returnsd home. Although

he hadn't succeeded in administering an oath to the Aoadim, he had obtained

a promise of loyalty while they remained under the British Crown., And there

the question seems to have rested for seversl years.

39. vs Po 100, Reprinted in PDNS, p. 52.
hD. (¥ ) ’o 520
NI 9 Po 53.

h2., es Po 106-108, and p. 115.
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In September 1726 Lieutenant Governor Lawrence Armstrong again
raised the matter of the ocath., At that time he summoned the inhabitants
of Annapolis to try to persuade them to swear to be true to the Sovereign
of Great Britain. The Acadians insisted on a qualification - " a clause
whereby they might not be Obliged to Carry Arms" - to which Armstrong,
though protesting, a.greed.h'3 Armustronz was now determined to secure an
oath from the inhabitants at Minas ana Chignecto. When, however,
Ensign Erasmus James Philipps was sent to Minas early in the new year, he
met with little success. One Mr. Gamtell from England had arrived at
Minas and had associated himself "with some Boston antimonarchical traders"
and some "Evil intended French inhabitants". He had convinced the inhabitants
that Armstrong had no power to administer an oath, and had "instilled such
rebellious principles into the Inhabitants of Minas and Beaubassin" that
they had resolved "not to take any Oath but to their Notre Bon Roy de France
as they [?xpressed] it. "% Bemmett reported that they were "to a man
Intirely disaffected to the Government of Great Britain."h5 Armstrong
thought that to "Quell the rebellious Inhabitants" it would be necessary
either to considerably repair the fort at Annapolis" or demolish it and
Erect another fortification at Minas or wherever it [éhoul@] be thought

L6

most proper." Another attempt in June to persuade the inhabitants of

L7

Minas to take an oath was equally uns ccessful.

s a0 v

43, Brebner, op. cit., p. 88.

L4, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol, 7, p. 97-98, Armstrong to Secretary
of State, 30 April, 1727, [Iepriited in PDNS, p. 70-71,

L5. Brebner, op. cit., p. 90.

46, PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 17, p. 99, Armstrong to Secretary
of State, 30 April, 1727,

47. PDNS, p. 73, Armstrong to Deputics at Minas &c., June 1, 1727.
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In September 1727 Armstrong heard of the death of King George I
and the accession of George II., Undaunted by his failure to administer
a new oath at Annapolis,he he sent Ensign Robert Wroth with a ship and
detachment of soldiers up the Bay of Fundy to proclaim the King and
persuade the inhabitants to take the oath, On Tuesday October 17th Wroth
arrived at Minas and on the next Monday he proclaimed the King. The
deputies and chief inhabitants signed the proclamation and they all "went

L9 On the 26th the

to Dinner, and concluded the Day with the Mirth...."
inhabitants were ordered to assemble to take the oath., Again they refused.
Wroth had already made certain concessions to the inhabitants at Chignecto
and the habitants at Minas insisted on the same treatment. He thereupon
reaffirmed their right to practise their religion (with sufficient
missionaries) and exempted them from bearing arms, and the inhabitants
thereupon took the oath.SO When Wroth returned to Annapolis, however, the
Council decl;red.the concessions "unwarrantable and dishonourable" and
declared them null and void.s1

In 1729 Governmor Philipps returned to Nova Scotia, once again brimming
over with enthusiasm to settle affairs in the province. At Annapolis he
gained the confidence of the inhabitants by re-installing in the parish
the Abbé Breslay whom Armstrong had driven out, and while the atmosphere
of good will prevailed, he persuaded them to take an unconditional oath
of allegiance. Then, according to his own account, he treated the Indians

48, Brebner, op. cit., p. 91.

L9. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 17, p. 183, Report of Ensign Robert Wroth.

50, Coll, de Dogs., I, p. 178.
51. PDNS, p. 78, Minutes of Council, November 13, 1727.



with such "good management plain reasoning and presents....that instead

of giving any disturbance they made their own submission to the English

Government."52 Having dismissed the threat of Indian violence to the

Acadians if they took the oath, he then visited the settlements up the

Bay of Fundy. In September he reported that he could congratulate the

Secretary of State "on the entire subr ission of all those so long

obstinate people, and His Majesty on the acquisition of so many subjects."53
Philipps tone was one of triumph - but unfortunately his successes

were not as brilliant as he would have had the home authorities believe,

What he had reglected to tell them was that at least at Minas and probably

at Chignecto he had promised the habitarnts that they would not be forced

to bear arms against the English.Sb Although the concession was

apparently only verbal - no mention of it is to be found in official

corresvondence - the Acadians con-idered their neutral status confirmed.

Minas in 1720

A', this point it might be appropriate to stop and quote from a long
and detailed report on the state of Nora Scotia made by Paul Mascarene.
The report, which includes a description of Minas, was sent to the Lords
of Trade by Governor Philipvus in 1720:

52, Ibid., p. 87, Philipps to Duke of Newcastle, September 2, 1730,

53, Ibid., p. 86, Philipps to Duke of Newcastle, September 2, 1730,

54, A document to this effect dafted 25 April, 1730, and signed by
two priests agd Alexander Boirg is quoted in Arsenault, op. cit.,
vol. I, p. 116,
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"Manis called by the French Les Mines has its
name from the Copper Mines which are said to be
about it especially at one of the Capes, which
divides the Bay of Fundy, and is called Cap des Hines
or Cap Doré, This Town lies thirty leagues by sea
and about twenty two by land, East North East from
Annapolis Royal, of the same side of the Bay of
Fundy. The harbor there, or rather the road, is
very wild and unsecure. The vessels trading there,
which seldom exceed forty or fifty tons in burthen,
take the opportunity of the tide, which commonly
rises nine or ten fathoms, and run up a Crick to
the Town, where when the tide leaves them, they
lye dry on a bank of mud which stretches five or
six miles before it meets with low water mark. This
place might be made the Granary not only of this
Province but also of the neighbouring Governments.
There is a plat of Meadow, which stretches along for
near four leagues, part of which is dam'd in from the
tide, and produces very good wheat and peas.,

The rest of the Meadow might be with some
labor dam'd in also, and if peopled by industrious
Inhabitants, might be of very great advantage, not
only in regard to this Province, but as is mentioned
above, for the supply of the neighbouring Governments,

The houses which compose a kind of scattering
Town, lies on a rising ground along two Cricks which
run betwixt it and the meadow, and make of this last
a kind of Peninsula. This place has great Store of
Cattle, and other conveniencies of life, and in the
road they catch white porpoises, a kind of fish the
blubber of which turned into oil, yields a good
profit.

The Inhabitants of this place and round about
it are more numerous than those of the British River,
besides the number of Indians which often resort
here, and as they never had any force near them to
bridle them, are less tractable, and subject to
command, All the orders sent to them if not suiting
to their humors, are scoffed and laughed at, and they
put themselves upon the footing of obeying no
Government., It will not be an easy matter to oblige
these Inhabitants to submit to any terms which do not
entirely square to their humours unless a good force
be landed there, and a Fort or redoubt of earth be
thrown up, well ditched friezed and pallisaded, till
a more durable may be built; this redoubt must have



four pieces of cannon (sakers) and command the meadow,
wnich is their treasure. The force sent for that

purpose mist be three or four hundred men, the reason

of which will appear, when it is considered, when the
wildness of the harbor will not make it safe for any

Ship of force to remain there to give countenance to

such an undertaking, and that even if she could anchor
safely, it must be at the distance of near twelve

miles from the place where the said redoubt is to be

built and that any other vessels, which must be employed
to carry the troops, and workmen must lie ashore, dry,
sixteen hours at least of the twenty four, and may be

ple to be burned, and thereby cut off the retreat of

¢ employed in this work unless they are able to
defend themselves and to make head against the Inhabitants
and the Indians; who wi"l never suffer it to go on, if

not kept in awe by a su'ficient force. The redoubt ought
to be capable of receiving a hundred and fifty men, which
will be enough to curb “he Inhabitants till they grow more
loyal, or better be put in their stead.">

The Land Question

The question oi laad tenure in Nova Scotia was a very intricate and
confused one from 1713 right up until the time of the expulsion, By the
Treaty of Utrecht in April 1713, all lands were "yielded and made over
to the Queen of Great Pritain", but in June of the same year the Queen
granted a special concession to the irnabitants of her new province:
those who would stay and become Britiih subjects would be allowed to
retain possession of their lands while those who chose to move away could
sell their titles,iy In fact, little was done by the British to disturb
the Ac dians in their use of the land, particular<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>