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INTRODUCTION 

The following brief reports have been prepared by the 

Historical Research Section of the Canadian Inventory 

of Historic Building in an attempt to collect some data 

about early Canadian architecture. They do not pretend 

to represent exhaustive research on any building: they 

are irregular in the depth of information they contain, 

and they do not attempt to cover all of the early, or 

even important buildings in any community. Instead, they 

represent only a selected sampling of interesting early 

Canadian buildings which has been researched to obtain 

comparative data. 

Any style denominations given to these buildings 

must be considered temporary only. Final denominations 

will be applied to conform with the definitions of Canadian 

styles as they are outlined by the Architectural Analysis 

Section of the Canadian Inventory of Historic Buildings. 

This manuscript has been compiled for the use of 

CIHB historians; consequently, it is organized in consecutive 

geocode order. A geocode is comprised of 14 digits, e.g. 

061050033200508. The first group of digits (0610?) indicates 

the province and city or area; the second (0063) gives 

the name of the street; and the final five digits (00140) 

represent the number of the street address at the time 

the building was recorded by the CIHB (in this case, 140). 
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The centre four digits provide the key to the organization 

of reports in this manuscript. A list of street geocodes 

or street names in geocode order is given below to indicate 

their consecutive order. Buildings on the same street 

will be found in order of their street address number. 

Geocode Street Name 

06107000200000 Daly Avenue 

06107000500000 Chapel Street 

06107001200000 Stewart Street 

06107001300000 Nicholas Street 

06107001700000 Wilbrod Street 

06107001800000 Besserer Street 

06107002600000 St. Patrick Street 

06107002800000 Cooper Street 

06107002900000 Cumberland Street 

06107003000000 Elgin Street 

06107003100000 Gilmour Street 

06107003200000 Kent Street 

06107003300000 Laurier Avenue East 

06107003400000 Lisgar Street 

06107003500000 James Street 

06107003600000 MacLaren Street 

06107003700000 Metcalfe Street 

06107004200000 Somerset Street 

06107004300000 Sparks Street 

06107004400000 Sussex Street 

06107005400000 Waverly Avenue 

06107005900000 McLeod Street 

06107006300000 Bay Street 

06107006400000 Bronson Avenue 

06107007000000 The Driveway 

06107008600000 John Street 

06107008700000 MacKay Street 

06107010700000 Queen Street 

06107010900000 Cartier Square 



TABLE OF CONTENTS BY STREET ADDRESS 

Buildings are included in geocode order. This list has 
been compiled to provide the convenience of retrieval 
by street address. 
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Geocode Address Building Name 

06107006300140 140 Bay Street 

06107001800451 451 Besserer Street 

06107001800464 464 Besserer Street 

06107006400071 71 Bronson Street 

06107006400190 190 Bronson Street 

06107010900001 1 Cartier Square 

06107000500229 229 Chapel Street 

06107002800507 507 Cooper Street 

06107002900193 193 Cumberland Street 

06107000200046-48 46-48 Daly Avenue 

06107000200047-49 47-49 Daly Avenue Union Mission 

06107000200125 125 Daly Avenue Church of St. Alban 

the Martyr 

06107000200149 149 Daly Avenue Besserer House 

06107000200240 240 Daly Avenue 

06107000200250 250 Daly Avenue 

06107000200274 274 Daly Avenue Elizabeth Residence 

06107000200336 336 Daly Avenue 

06107000200363-383 363-383 Daly Avenue Philomene Terrace 

06107007000304-312 304-312 The Driveway 

06107003000040-46 40-46 Elgin Street Central Chambers 

06107003000150 150 Elgin Street The Grant House 

06107003000195 195 Elgin Street Ottawa Teachers' College 

06107003100038-44 38-44 Gilmour Street 

06107003100155 155 Gilmour Street 

06107003100332-334 332-334 Gilmour Street 

06107003500102 102 James Street 

06107003500103-113 103-113 James Street Hollywood Parade 

06107003500329-331 329-331 James Street 



vi 

06107008600062-64 62-64 John Street Fraser School House 

06107003200240 240 Kent Street St. Patrick's Church 

06107003300335 335 Laurier Avenue East Laurier House 

06107003300395 395 Laurier Avenue East Stadacona Hall 

06107008700035 35 MacKay Street 

06107008700073-75 73-75 MacKay Street 

06107003600059 59 MacLaren Street 

06107005900240 240 McLeod Street National Museum of Man 

(Victoria Memorial) 

06107003700014 14 Metcalfe Street 

06107003700236 236 Metcalfe Street Chelsea Club 

06107003700252 252 Metcalfe Street Laurentian Club 

06107001300195 195 Nicholas Street 

06107010700439 439 Queen Street Christ Church Cathedral 

06107002600138 138 St. Patrick Street 

06107002600143 143 St. Patrick Street Archbishop's Palace 

06107004200326-328 326-328 Somerset Street 

06107004300042-50 42-50 Sparks Street Scottish-Ontario Chambers 

06107004300093 93 Sparks Street 

06107004300181 181 Sparks Street 

06107001200188 188 Stewart Street 

06107004400013A 13A Sussex Drive Rideau Hall Gate House 

06107004400375 375 Sussex Drive Notre Dame Basilica 

06107004400419-423 419-423 Sussex Drive 

06107005400355 355 Waverley Avenue 

06107001700500 500 Wilbrod Street Fleck House 
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I HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT TO 1914 

Geography is an important factor to consider in the founding 

and development of any city and even a cursory glance at 

Ottawa's setting reveals the significance of this influence. 

The Ottawa River on which it faces is not only one of 

Canada's principal rivers, but forms part of the Laurentian 

system, a waterway that connected the Atlantic trade routes 

with the heart of Canada in the days when the fur trade and 

later the lumber trade were central to the country's develop

ment. Along this system were many barriers which the 

Indians and the fur-traders overcame by means of portages. 

Later, as heavier goods such as timber and food-stuffs were 

moved in quantity, the material was trans-shipped around the 

falls and rapids. Naturally, tiny settlements tended to 

locate at these points along the river system. The 

Chaudière Falls is one of the principal barriers along the 

Ottawa River and, even after canals permitted unobstructed 

navigation between Quebec and Hull, they remained an im

passible obstruction to river traffic. The Rideau River, 

which flows into the Ottawa River at the east part of the 

city was never important as a transportation route but the 

falls at its mouth were an early source of power. 
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The land here is not especially good for growing cereal 

crops. Limestone outcrops break the shallow soil. Ottawa 

is located on the edge of the Canadian Shield but, although 

this did not provide an agricultural hinterland, its Boreal 

Forest yielded an abundance of furs and timber. 

Unlike the Quebec side of the river, a rocky promontory 

prevents easy access to the Ottawa River in all but a few 

key places near the Chaudière. These are principally: 

Lebreton Flats, closest to the Falls on the west; the mouth 

of the Rideau, furthest from the falls on the east; and a 

small creek which breaks the cliff in the middle. That is 

to say the creek did, for this natural break in the rock is 

now widened to form the beginning of the Rideau Canal. Geo

graphically, Ottawa, like Hull, was destined to become a 

lumbering town, perhaps of even lesser importance than its 

rival. Historically, however, things turned out quite 

di fferently. 

It is generally known that Ottawa began with the 

building of the Rideau Canal. Lieutenant-Colonel John By of 

the Royal Engineers came here in 1826 and began work on a 

transportation system that would link Ottawa and Kingston, 

thereby providing a route between Toronto and Montreal that 

was safe from military attack. Actually settlement had 

already begun here on the banks of the Ottawa at the foot of 

the Chaudière Falls. Across the river, in Quebec, Philemon 
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Wright had begun his tiny settlement in 1801 that was to 

become Hull; and early in the 1820s the foot of Richmond 

Road on the Ontario bank close to the falls looked as though 

it might form the nucleus of a potential community of 

disbanded soldiers now settlers (see map, Fig. 1). But it 

is the canal that is given the credit for the creation of 

Ottawa. To understand how this came about and how Ottawa 

began on a rocky promontory instead of the low flat shore 

where Richmond Road began, it is necessary to relate a 

strange tale. 

The original owner of the land on the foot of the 

falls, known as Lot 40 and now known as Lebreton Flats, was 

an American by the name of Robert Randall. He came to Nepean 

Township shortly after it was surveyed in the early years of 

the 19th century. Being a miller by trade, he realized the 

tremendous hydraulic potential of the river frontage; the 

land itself was quite poor for farming. Randall subsequently 

petitioned the government and received the title to Lot 40 

in 1809. He was not able to develop the property, however, 

as he was unfortunately pressed by debts and was imprisoned 

for seven years in a Montreal debtor's prison. Upon his 

release he engaged the Upper Canada law firm of Boulton and 

Boulton to bring a suit for false imprisonment against his 

creditors. Although he had a good case, judgement was re

peatedly deferred, making necessary frequent trips to court. 
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His legal fees gradually mounted until suddenly Boulton 

pressed for payment and in an apparently unscrupulous 

fashion acquired control of Randall's assets, including Lot 

40. This property was disposed of in a Sheriff's Auction in 

1820. Because of Boulton's shady dealings with Randall and 

his suspect relationship with the sheriff who was his 

brother- in-law, the sale was not widely advertised. This 

was to have repercussions in the future because the whole 

sale of the property was later questioned in the courts 

causing the buyers some trouble in establishing outright 

ownership.1 

The principal buyer of Randall's property on the Ottawa 

River was a half-pay army officer named Captain John 

Lebreton. He resided on a nearby farm and had, like Randall, 

seen the possibilities of Lot 40 which fronted on the 

Chaudière Falls. By the time of Lebreton's purchase, the 

property had become important as a landing site for supplies 

heading up the Richmond Road and had acquired the name 

Richmond Landing. It was a natural centre for the settle

ment growing around this time and the Governor of British 

North America, Lord Dalhousie, had expressed a desire to 

obtain it in a letter to Lt.-Governor Peregrine Maitland 

dated 22 September 1820. Lord Dalhousie wrote: "From the 

Richmond Landing place, (through Nepean Township there is a 

prodigious fine tract of land totally waste, and yet the 

road is very tolerable to ride, or even for a waggon to go 

on it) I think it is desirable to obtain that lot of the 
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landing place as a Government depot of stores, whether for 

emigrants at present, or for warlike stores hereafter."* 

The proposed canal was not mentioned at this time. Because 

the government missed the auction, Lebreton backed by the 

Brockville barrister Levius Peters Sherwood, was able to 

purchase the lot for £499. A few months later the land was 

partitioned, with Lebreton taking the west half and Sherwood 

the east. 

Dalhousie was understandably miffed at missing the 

auction but became enraged when, upon approaching Lebreton, 

he was informed that the property was worth at least 

£3000.3 This incident turned Dalhousie against Lebreton 

and he accused him of using privileged information to 

profiteer. Although Dalhousie acquired the river frontage 

east of Lot 40 for the government, he did not forget his 

grudge and caused Lebreton a great deal of trouble. Con

sequently, the development of Lot 40 was arrested and the 

government's lot became the centre of growth. 

The delayed development of Richmond Landing was not 

entirely the fault of Dalhousie. Sherwood, it seems, was 

involved as an absentee speculator and was not interested in 

developing the property. Conversely, Lebreton, in an effort 

to realize the greatest profit from his property, delayed 

acting and embroiled himself with quarrels with the military 

and the government.'* Dalhousie aggravated this pernicious 

situation. When Lebreton and Sherwood endeavoured to bring 
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legal action against squatters and loggers, Dalhousie inter

vened and engaged the Attorney-General of Upper Canada, John 

Beverley Robinson, to represent the defendants.5 The 

questionable validity of the Sheriff's sale was brought out 

at the ensuing trial and it was not until 1828 that Lebreton 

had clear title to the land. By this time, the canal had 

been started and Lt.-Colonel By, acting on orders from 

Dalhousie, built a timber channel in front of Lot 40. This, 

according to Lebreton, effectively ruined the property as a 

millsite.5 This imbroglio delayed development of the 

site for 30 years, or until the next phase of Ottawa's 

history as a timber town. 

Having diverted the natural growth of Lot 40 to the 

government lots to the east, the government provided a boost 

to settlement by building a canal here. The canal contri

buted three main things: an economy in the form of a trans

portation terminus; a population of Irish labourers and 

English soldiers, and organization and authority under the 

command of Lt.-Colonel By. But these factors were in 

addition to the settlement that had already begun in the 

area, the establishment of the Chaudière as the head of 

navigation of the Ottawa River, and a rising square timber 

trade. It was By's authority and knowledge as an officer of 

the Royal Engineers that primarily linked his name to the 

beginning of Ottawa, for it was he who laid it out as Bytown 

in 1827. 
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By reserved the property flanking the canal and Barrack 

(now Parliament) Hill for military purposes and designated a 

settlement on either side; Upper Town to the west and Lower 

Town to the east (see Fig. 2). Upper Town originally com

prised that area of land now bounded by Wellington Street, 

the Canal, the Ottawa River and Bronson Street. Lower Town, 

originally a swamp, was laid out in the area now bounded by 

Clarence Street, Rideau Street, Sussex Drive and the Ottawa 

River. Both areas were cleared and surveyed for building 

lots, 66 feet wide by 198 feet deep.^ Principal roads 

were established by the men of the Royal Sappers and Miners: 

Rideau Street ran east from the locks to the Rideau River 

while Wellington Street ran west from the locks to the 

bridge crossing the Chaudière Falls. As well, Queen and 

Sussex streets were begun. In 1829 these men built Sappers 

Bridge across the canal, linking Wellington and Rideau and 

providing easy communication between the two communities. 

The result was Bytown. Corktown, a temporary settlement of 

Irish labourers located further along the canal and com

prised of a collection of shanties, gradually dispersed as 

the inhabitants swelled the population of Bytown.^ 

Many of the inhabitants of Lower Town were transient 

labourers who were employed in the square timber trade. The 

residents of Upper Town, on the other hand, were mostly 

merchants, engaged in trans-shipping goods up and down the 

Ottawa, or in some aspect of the timber trade. Each com-
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munity retained a strong sense of class identity for many 

years afterward. The social and ethnic organization of the 

two communities was partly reflected in the establishment of 

Bytown's early churches. In Upper Town the residents were 

quick to erect a Presbyterian Church in 1828 on the site of 

the present St. Andrew's Church on Wellington. Church of 

Englanders worshipped in Hull until they built their own 

edifice on the site of the present Cathedral in 1832. In 

Lower Town, by comparison, the Irish and increasingly 

numerous French Canadian Catholics built their own church on 

Sussex Street in 1832. As Lower Town became proportionally 

more French, and after the French Oblates established them

selves in the Lower Town parish, the Irish formed a new 

parish in Upper Town, but south of Wellington. The Catholic 

population was so numerous that, in 1848, the year Bytown 

was incorporated, it was given a Bishop, therefore estab

lishing the town as an administrative centre of the Catholic 

Church.9 

In the 1830s another settlement was established to the 

east of the Rideau River by Thomas MacKay. A Scottish 

stonemason, MacKay had arrived at the Chaudière in 1826 and 

contracted to build the lower locks of the Rideau Canal for 

Colonel By.10 His fortune was begun on this project and 

he took up residence in Upper Town. In 1831 MacKay acquired 

a small sawmill at the mouth of the Rideau River and in 1833 

built a small grist mill nearby.H This was followed 

9 
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shortly after by a cloth factory. By 1838 MacKay was a 

wealthy industrialist and there was a small but thriving 

community growing up around his mill complex (Fig. 3). 

In the period until the mid-1850s Bytown was a booming 

frontier community and consequently much of the town was 

rough and temporary. As one observer noted in 1844: 

Fifteen years ago there was not a tree cut in 

the forest where Bytown now stands, and it now, 

I am told, numbers upward of 3,000 inhabitants. 

The effect of this rapid growth is very curious 

as regards the appearance of the place - it is 

in fact half a town and half a wood: the stumps 

are scattered through the gardens of the houses, 

and pine-trees through the streets, so that 

points of view might actually be selected in the 

middle of the town where you would lose sight of 

buildings altogether. 2 

In fact, Bytown was not really a town at all (see Fig. 4 and 

5). 

Many of its inhabitants were tied to the irregular 

business of the square timber trade whose centre was at the 

Chaudière Falls; slides had been here since before the 1830s. 

But the nature of the business required that many workers 

live in remote camps for much of the year, coming to town 

only at infrequent intervals. The fortunes of the business 

itself caused fluctuations in the population, as one student 

has commented.' 
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The timber trade became the barometer of popu

lation in Bytown. During 1840-41 its population 

increased from 2,771 to 3,122. In 1843 it was 

2,400, and in 1846 it was 7,000. The following 

year a financial crisis sent the figure down to 

5,000. These figures show the continual fluc

tuations in population which existed until Ottawa 

13 
was chosen as the seat of government. 

Nevertheless, in spite of this instability, the trades 

people, aided by the resident institutions of the church and 

the military, managed to give the physical appearance of the 

town some sense of permanence. In 1848 Sparks Street was 

opened up and Sussex extended from Rideau Street to the 

canal basin. In 1850 Albert and Maria (now Laurier Avenue 

West) streets were laid out. By 1851 the population was 

about 8,000 and the town had three banks, five insurance 

companies, a county court, a telegraph office, and three 

14 

newspapers. The commercial centre of the town was on 

Sussex and Rideau streets, however, in this period. Here 

were located hotels, shops and the British Ordnance stores 

(see Fig. 6). 

The period from 1855, when Bytown was incorporated as 

the City of Ottawa, until about 1875 is marked by the pre

dominance of commercial enterprises in the city. The mili

tary presence was replaced by the institutions of government 

which gradually expanded until they dominated the character 
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of the city in successive phases of its development. 

In 1852 Bytown leased the hydraulic lots at the 

Chaudière Falls to a group of entrepreneurs, mostly from the 

United States. These men joined E.B. Eddy, who was already 

established on the Quebec side of the river, in establishing 

a sawmill industry here that was to create a major 

industrial centre. Firms such as Eddy's and the Ottawa 

sawmillers Bronson and Booth became large not only by 

Canadian standards but according to the measure of the 

industrialized world. This industry spurred subsidiary 

manufacturers such as iron foundries, sash and door mills 

and the like. Land transportation routes were improved and 

Ottawa became established as the commercial centre of the 

Ottawa River industry, taking over from the Quebec 

communities of Aylmer and Hull.15 More banks and stores 

were opened up to serve the growing demands of the industry 

and its employees [Fig. 7]. 

During this period the commercial centre shifted from 

Sussex and Rideau streets on to Sparks Street and its 

adjacent roads. This new area located to the south of the 

original Upper Town was the property of Nicholas Sparks. 

Sparks had purchased his estate - consisting of 200 acres 

bounded by Bronson and Waller streets, Wellington Street and 

Laurier Avenue West - in 1826 from John Burrowes.-^ He 

was thus able to profit by the sudden news of the new canal 

which turned mediocre farm land into prime real estate. 

Sparks began surveying his land for building lots shortly 



13 

afterward, but a large section of his land, 88 acres between 

Bank and Elgin streets, was expropriated by the crown in 

1827 for proposed canal fortifications. The fortifications 

were never built, however, and Sparks regained possession of 

his land in 1845 after a lengthy court case.17 Sparks 

Street was extended east from Bank Street to Elgin Street in 

1849 and lots were put up for sale shortly afterward. But 

it was not until the mid-1850s that Sparks began to approach 

Sussex as a commercial avenue. By the 1860s substantial 

store buildings began to appear on the street, replacing 

hastily erected wooden structures. An 1864 photograph shows 

two three-story stone buildings on the corner of Sparks and 

Metcalfe (Fig. 8). 

Wellington Street was re-made, with buildings of an 

entirely commercial and professional character replacing the 

early trade and residential buildings.18 

The British military presence faded away in the 1850s 

and its place was taken by the government of the Province of 

Canada. For some strange reason; probably because the 

choice angered everyone, thereby slighting no-one; Queen 

Victoria chose Ottawa as the capital of the Province of 

Canada in 1855 thereby ending a long lasting feud between 

Kingston, Toronto, Montreal and Quebec City for the honour. 

The Parliament Buildings replaced the British Army barracks 

and became the most stylish architecture in the city. In 

1867 Ottawa became the capital of the new dominion, and a 
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new industry of government was well-established with its 

concomitant employees the civil servants. 

The influx of this new kind of white collar worker into 

Ottawa in the 1870s changed the character of old neighbour

hoods and began new ones. The new residents eschewed 

working class Lower Town and commercial Upper Town for a 

phenomenon seldom found in 19th century Canada, the suburbs. 

Some moved to New Edinburgh, which had become respectable 

when McKay's residence was chosen as the residence of the 

Governor General. These people commuted by means of the 

Ottawa City Passenger Railway Company which was incorporated 

in 186619 to run horse-drawn trams between New Edinburgh 

to the suspension Bridge at the Chaudière. In 1893 this 

became an electric tram service. Lower Town meanwhile 

continued to thrive as the home of the transient lumbermen 

(Fig. 9). 

Another area south of Lower Town was developed for the 

residential needs of the wealthier civil servants and 

politicians on the estate of Louis T. Besserer. Besserer 

was a Quebec City notary who had served as an officer in the 

War of 1812. As a reward for his service he was in 1828 

"granted 'a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from 

anywhere;' now bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, 

Laurier Avenue East and Waller Street, and known to Ottawa 

people as 'The Sandy Hill District.'"20 Besserer did not 

come to Ottawa until 1838 and it was not until 1844 that he 

built a house on his estate after he had it surveyed into 
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building lots.2! It was not until after Confederation, 

however, that the neighbourhood became populated. Eric 

Minton wrote: 

Members of the new Dominion government... settled 

in Sandy Hill, leaving Upper Town to the lumber 

barons and to the new business community growing 

up along Sparks Street. 

Sir John A. MacDonald arriving in town for 

the First Session of the Dominion Parliament 

moved into 'St. Alban's Terrace' at the corner of 

Daly and Cumberland. In the eyes of many this 

move made Daly Avenue the finest street in town, 

and indeed the whole area suddenly became 

fashionable.22 

The era 1880-1914 is marked by the decline of the 

lumber industry at the Chaudière in relative importance to 

the town as the local timber sources were depleted, and 

federal government emerged as the principal industry of 

Ottawa. In 1880 the population of Ottawa was 24,125, by 

1900 it had reached 58,195 and in 1910, 86,106.23 

In this period the government erected public buildings 

'off the hill'. As well, new residential areas were opened 

up to house the growing population. In the 1870s the 

government had gained added space in a complex intended only 

for a provincial government by finishing the Parliamentary 
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Library and extending the West Block. A stone building was 

built to the southwest of this departmental building. Also, 

the government converted an old stone hotel on Sussex for 

the use of the Geological Survey of Canada and other space 

was rented in the Elgin, Wellington Street area.24 By 

the 1880s, the lack of office space was intolerable and the 

government was forced into undertaking a large building pro

ject. The Langevin Block, 1883-1887 was the result. There 

was a hiatus in building for another decade and then in 1896 

the government began a spirt of building which lasted until 

1913. Down Sussex there was built the Connaught Building, 

the Archives Building (now the War Museum) and the Royal 

Canadian Mint. The Museum was built on Metcalfe and the 

Observatory to the west. 

In th,e 1880s civil servants and other types of workers 

began moving into houses south of Laurier Street. Bank 

Street had long been opened to Billings Bridge but the area 

was mostly farm land. The land to the south of the Sparks 

estate was known as the By estate because it was once owned 

by Lt.-Colonel By. It comprised all the land south of 

Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside Avenue 

with the exception of the canal reserve. 25 a n 0f the 

vacant lands in the By estate were taken over in 1876 by 

James Maclaren, Robert Blackburn and Charles Magee. These 

men formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association 

of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area.26 Most ofthe 



17 

lots in what is now the Centretown area were originally sold 

by James Maclaren or the Ottawa Freehold Association in the 

1880s and 1890s. 

South of Centretown, a neighbourhood known as the Glebe 

was the next to be developed. This area is bounded on the 

north by Glebe Avenue and the canal, on the east by the 

canal and on the west by Bronson Avenue. This area was 

deeded to St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in 1837 and 

27 
therefore became known as the Glebe Property. The area 

was used for farming until the 1880s. Around this time 

streets were surveyed but as late as 1895 there were only a 

few houses scattered through the area, mostly near Bank 

Street. By 1902 the blocks east of Bank were largely occu

pied while there were scattered houses west of Bank to Lyon. 

Most of the houses west of Bank appeared before 1912. 

As well as southward, residential areas also moved to 

the east. Near New Edinburgh lay the undeveloped land of 

Rockcliffe, part of the estate of Thomas MacKay. In 1886, 

Thomas C. Keefer, one of the most prominent engineers in the 

province and son-in-law of the late MacKay, laid out roads 

in Rockcliffe and advertised lots for sale. By 1889, most 

of Rockcliffe was still farm land or bush. The few houses 

that had been erected housed labourers employed in the local 

saw mill. With the completion of the Ottawa Electric Rail

way, however, in 1900, the complexion of Rockcliffe began to 

2 8 
change. The Ottawa City Directory for 1904 described 
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Rockcliffe as "a residential pleasure resort". More wealthy 

homes began to be built and in 1910 the private boy's school, 

Ashbury College, located there. By 1913 there were approxi

mately 80 families living in this now 'exclusive' neighbour

hood.29 After the First World War, Rockcliffe began to 

replace Sandy Hill as the favourite area of ambassadors and 

senior government officials. 

This summary has delineated broad phases of Ottawa's 

growth; from military settlement to commercial metropolis to 

capital city; and has sketched the corresponding development 

of the physical city. Following this it is necessary to 

provide a summary of the actual architectural development 

within the general historical framework. 
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II ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT TO 1914 

The physical growth of the city is not only its geographical 

expansion but also its architectural development. This as

pect of the town's growth is even more difficult to summar

ize than its historical geography. Styles overlap and mix 

together so that a new phase of the town's architecture is 

coloured by survivors from previous eras. Also, earlier 

styles can even influence the design of later buildings; for 

example, the post office on Elgin was designed in 1938 

obviously to be compatible with the Langevin Block built in 

1883. Nevertheless, broad trends can still be sketched and 

are useful if their limitations are considered. It is pro

posed to distinguish five periods in the architectural de

velopment of Ottawa and document the emergence of various 

styles, materials and building techniques. While these 

periods have been selected from an entirely personal point 

of view with the aim of facilitating a general discussion, 

it is hoped that they have a certain integrity and relate to 

the economic development of the city. 

The Canal Period to 1840 

In this period the appearance of the town was dominated 

by the canal builders. The army was responsible for most of 

the more prominent buildings (the 'lead architecture') and 

the rest of the village was a loose conglomerate of hastily 



20 

erected wooden buildings - log, piece sur pièce of the 

French Canadian lumbermen in Lower Town, and the occasional 

one of wood frame. A traveller to Bytown in 1828 could 

easily sum up its architecture. 

The number of houses now built is not far short 

of three hundred and fifty, most of which are 

constructed of wood, frequently in a style of 

neatness and taste that reflects great credit 

upon the inhabitants. On the elevated banks of 

the bay, [now Parliament Hill] the hospital, an 

extensive stone building, and three stone 

barracks, stand conspicuous; and nearly on a 

level with them and on the eastern side of the 

bay [now Major's Hill], is delightfully situ

ated the residence of Colonel By, the commanding 

royal engineer on that station.30 

Bytown had only the vaguest appearance of a town. 

Little remains of the architecture of this period and 

most of those buildings which still stand are atypical sub

stantial buildings. There are a few buildings in Lower Town 

whose appearance suggests that they are possibly log build

ings of this period which have been subsequently disguised 

by sheathing (see 138 St. Patrick, for example).31 The 

commissariat building (now the Bytown museum), at the 

entrance to the canal, once a minor military building, is 
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all that remains of a once quite large military complex. 

Its proportions and details such as the returned eaves are 

faintly classical, resembling houses of the Georgian era. 

Similar to this is the oldest known wooden structure in 

greater Ottawa, the former residence of Braddish Billings, 

known as Parkhill and built in 1828-29. Born in 

Massachusetts in 1783, Billings was the first to settle in 

Gloucester Township in 1812 and his homestead formed the 

nucleus of the Billings Bridge community. In style, 

Parkhill draws on the Classical architecture of New England 

and is distinguished by its fine classical detail (Fig. 

10). Atypical too in its grandeur was the villa built by 

Thomas MacKay on his estate in New Edinburgh in 1838. It 

now forms part of the Governor General's residence but it is 

all but obscured by later additions. The Fraser Schoolhouse 

in New Edinburgh, built in 1837 to house workers at MacKay's 

mills is a rare surviving example of working-class housing 

from this early period. Built of stone, its plain style 

suggests the Scottish origins of MacKay.32 

1840-1870 

This period is marked by the appearance of large public 

buildings and, with them, trained architects. The most 

significant buildings in this time were the original Parlia

ment Buildings (1859-1865). It was the Catholic Church, 

however, which undertook the first large buildings in this 

period. Coming to Ottawa in 1844, the French-trained 
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architects of the Oblate order of priests re-designed the 

Basilica on Sussex Drive then under construction.33 The 

Oblates introduced a restrained romanticism to Ottawa archi

tecture. The Basilica became a Gothic Rivival Style instead 

of the originally intended Romanesque; and, although it is 

difficult to perceive the La Salle Academy when it was built 

in 1852, it apparently exhibited a Palladian classicism. 

The construction of these buildings, however, drew on an 

already established tradition of stone masonry. Antoine 

Robillard, for example, who worked on the Basilica, had 

worked as a stonemason on the locks of the Rideau Canal for 

Thomas MacKay. 

The Oblates institutionalized a French presence in 

Bytown that began with the French-Canadian lumbermen who 

built their log houses in Lower Town. The English tradition 

piled up on the already established works of the military 

but, in this second phase, became more ornate in design. 

The 'lead architecture' of this type tended to be Gothic 

Revival as exemplified by the stone residence on Sussex 

built circa 1857 and later named Earnscliffe. This building 

has the label window surrounds, the irregular massing and 

the gingerbread typical of the simplified picturesque 

residences favoured by the gentry at this time (Fig. 11). 

But there was also a mixing of styles and influences in this 

bi-cultural town. Louis T. Besserer, for example, the first 

landlord of Sandy Hill, built a large stone residence for 
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himself with English classical features.34 And, 

although it was generally thought to symbolize an English 

institution by imitating the Gothic Houses of Parliament at 

Westminster, the Centre Block of the Ottawa Parliament 

buildings had a mansard roof and pavilion plan of the Second 

Empire Style overlaid with Gothic Revival details (Fig. 12). 

The Parliament Buildings were the greatest architec

tural undertaking of pre-Confederation Ottawa and, indeed, 

remained so for some time afterwards. As well as stylis

tically influencing the appearance of Ottawa in the mid to 

later 19th century, their construction influenced the later 

development of secondary trends. The architect of the 

Centre Block, Thomas Fuller stayed on to design lesser 

buildings and train younger architects. The design of the 

Gothic Revival St. Alban's Church, for example, was 

originally conceived by Fuller and modified by a protege, 

King Arnoldi.33 Fuller later became Chief Architect of 

the Department of Public Works, a position he held when he 

designed the Langevin Block in the 1880s. The massive pro

ject of building the Parliament Buildings also meant that 

the stone industry became well developed; quite out of pro

portion with the size of the town. Many stone masons were 

attracted to Ottawa and new ones were trained on the job. 

Skills learned and practiced here were later applied to 

smaller commercial buildings and houses in the years follow

ing. As well, the industry of stone masonry created a 
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demand for local supplies of stone which were soon forth

coming. In 1866 the Ottawa City Directory described a 

variety and abundance of local stone that was truly start

ling. 

In the neighbourhood of Ottawa, at Arnprior, are 

extensive quarries of the best marble to be 

found in America, in proof of which the speci

mens to be seen at the new Parliament Buildings 

need only be cited. Besides the Arnprior marble, 

the district of Ottawa furnishes all kinds of 

building stone. A black or grey limestone which 

gives a fine massive appearance to buildings, and 

which has been extensively used in this neigh

bourhood, is known as the Trenton limestone. A 

very beautiful white or light-yellow freestone is 

found at Nepean; and another, white as Carrara 

marble, is found at Perth. These are the princi

pal of the building stone found in this neighbour

hood, but there are many beautiful kinds of stone 

besides.35 

The above quote also demonstrates the awareness of the 

general public of the stone industry. 

While the prominent architecture of this period was of 

stone, most buildings put up during this period were of 

humbler materials. A photograph of the central part of town 

taken about 1866 shows, in contrast to the Parliament 
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Buildings in the background, a multitude of wood-frame 

buildings of a simple classical style. These buildings show 

the influence of the large sawmills which grew up at the 

Chaudière during the 1850s and the conservative tastes of 

the Ottawa commoners (Fig.13). Although the first brickyard 

was opened up in Bytown around 1832,37 the photograph 

shows few brick buildings, the row house at the extreme 

right of the picture with Italianate windows being an 

obvious example. Other photographs from this period, but of 

the commercial centre of Rideau and Sussex streets, show a 

greater proportion of brick Italianate buildings (Fig. 14). 

1870-1880 

As the 1850s in Ottawa were characterized by Gothic 

Revival, the predominant styles of the 1870s were Second 

Empire and Italianate. The material for the larger public 

and commercial buildings was often stone, facilitated by the 

surplus of stone masons after the completion of the 

Parliament Buildings. Brick, however, became widely used 

for dwellings and was increasingly used in commercial 

buildings. Indeed, it was the commercial buildings, of both 

brick and stone, especially the banks and hotels, which 

formed the dominant architecture of this period. 

Although the churches stuck with their traditional 

Gothic styles, the other patrons of architecture swung over

whelmingly in favour of Second Empire with lesser establish-
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merits putting up less elaborate Italianate buildings. This 

change in taste coincided with a shift in the commercial 

centre from the Sussex-Rideau area to the Wellington-Sparks-

Elgin area. It was during this period that many of the 

three and four-storey brick and stone buildings were erected 

on Sparks Street for the retail establishments there (Fig. 

15). The banks replaced the residences and small commercial 

buildings on Wellington with opulent Second Empire buildings 

(Fig. 16). Large hotels, most significant of which was the 

Russell, were erected in this area. In size, number and 

affluence, the buildings that went up in this area in the 

1870s were impressive. Some examples will give a taste of 

what it was like. The massive Russell Hotel stood on what 

is now Confederation Square and dominated the district (Fig. 

17). Near it stood the second city hall, built in 1877 

(Fig. 18). Just in front of it, where the present post 

office now stands stood the original post office, built in 

the Second Empire Style in 1875. Some of the more opulent 

houses naturally coincided with the style of the larger 

buildings. The house at 150 Elgin built for Dr. James 

Grant in 1875 and Laurier House built circa 1876 for a 

jeweller38 a r e residential examples of the Second Empire 

Style. 

But not all public buildings of this period and cer

tainly not all dwellings were designed in this style. 

Second Empire, with its lavish ornamentation is expensive to 

build and also was not considered suitable for all functions. 
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Churches, as mentioned above, continued to be built in the 

Gothic Revival Style. The Carleton County Court House, 

built in 1874, was designed along the classical lines 

favoured for many court houses in Ontario throughout the 

19th century (Fig. 19). Many houses built for more modest 

clients were simply Italianate and, being on a rectangular 

lot, were placed gable end to the street. Another influence 

hindering the universal acceptance of the Second Empire 

Style was the traditional conservativeness of Ottawa 

builders and buyers. Two buildings erected in the 1870s in 

the wealthy area of Sandy Hill are stylistically more 

attuned to the 1850s than the post-Confederation Era. The 

fashionable Philomene Terrace and Stadacona Hall are 

examples of a continuing taste in Ottawa for plain build

ings. 39 

1880-1900 

The 1880s were a period of greater eclecticism in 

building design as architects experimented with different 

combinations of styles. Also there was the emergence of new 

building techniques. Stone was less commonly used as a 

building material and when used, as in a large public 

building such as the Langevin Block (1883), it was as a 

sheathing rather than as a structural element of the 

building. Houses continued to be built from brick but here 

too the trend was for the brick to be used as a sheathing 

over a wood frame instead of two layers of brick forming the 
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load-bearing wall as was formerly common. 

The styles of the period are so diverse that generali

zation is difficult. Certainly, as in the 1880s, many 

commercial buildings were being built of brick in the 

Italianate Style with segmental door and window surrounds. 

The pre-eminent public building of the period however, was 

the federal government's Langevin Block, with a mansard 

roof, romanesque details, and classical massing (Fig. 20). 

Pure examples of Second Empire were still being built as 

exemplified by the house at 195 Nicholas. 40 in the 

newly opened up lots in Centretown and in Sandy Hill a new 

style of house appeared which became so popular that many 

examples remain today. This style can be termed Queen Anne 

and in Ottawa it is often found as a large solid brick or 

brick veneer house with irregular massing and roof-line, 

having large ornamental chimneys, often a turret and, or a 

two-storey bay window, and usually surrounded by a 

distinctive Eastlake style verandah. A very fine example of 

this type of house is at 190 Bronson, built in 1883.41 

By the 1890s the revolution in building technology was 

beginning to have a marked effect on the styles of larger 

buildings. It was possible to frame such buildings with 

iron girders enabling much smaller supporting columns and a 

large window area. Also, the reliable electric elevator 

enabled buildings to have many more stories. The Central 

Chambers on Elgin, built in 1890-1891, was an early response 
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in Ottawa to the possibilities of new materials and inven

tions which had been developed over the previous 40 

years.43 it boasts an iron girder frame, large plate-

glass windows and its seven stories were originally ser

viced by an electric elevator. Still, its roof line is 

pierced by a multitude of gables and its windows form pro

jecting bays, characteristic of the Queen Anne style. 

1900-1914 

This period marks the entry of Ottawa into the so-

called modern age, but in reality its architecture followed 

trends that had been around for many years. The experimen

tation with new styles continued as did the adaptation to 

the possibilities of new materials and building techniques 

to architecture. As usual, these progressive tendencies 

mixed with more conservative, reactionary ideas. 

Epitomizing the move toward newer styles and building 

methods is a commercial building erected in paradoxically, 

the older business section of the city at the corner of 

Rideau and Sussex. The Daly Building was originally con

structed five stories high in 1905 with an additional two 

stories built in 1913 (Fig. 21). In design it shows the 

influence of American architects of the time, particularly 

Louis's Sullivan's Carson, Pirie, Scott and Company Depart

ment Store built in Chicago in 1899-1904.43 Its steel 

cage construction permitted much narrower vertical and 

horizontal supporting beams thereby placing greater 
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importance on the fenestration than in earlier commercial 

buildings. 

Stylistically the period is characterized by a move 

toward a greater simplicity in design. Both the Tabaret 

Hall of the University of Ottawa, built in 1904 (Fig. 22), 

and the Union Station on Rideau Street, built in 1912 (Fig. 

23), exemplify a return to classicism in the years preceding 

World War I. Even the Chateau Laurier Hotel, built in 1912 

in the new Chatauesque Style, although it has a picturesque 

roof which is sympathetic to the irregular roof of the 

Parliament Buildings, has a starkly plain facade. It too is 

of steel cage construction with stone sheathing. 

The federal government had ceased being a trend-setter 

in architecture since the 1880s and its new buildings became 

increasingly conservative in design in comparison with other 

large new buildings. The designs of David Ewart, Chief 

Architect in the Department of Public Works typifies this 

attitude. A number of buildings of his erected in Ottawa 

during the first decades of the twentieth century such as 

the Connaught Building and the Royal Canadian Mint on Sussex 

Drive and the Royal Victoria Museum on McLeod display the 

rough stone texture, small windows and Gothic features of 

buildings from a former era. 

The innovation of new engineering skills or development 

of materials is not generally associated with residential 

design and consequently these developments only minimally 

affected the designs of dwellings in this period. Of more 
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concern were factors such as the rising cost of land which 

discouraged the large rambling Queen Anne homes and 

influenced the trend toward a more compact, often semi

detached house; coupled with changing tastes which demanded 

a less ornate, simpler exterior. The background to these 

changing tastes has been well treated in discussions on the 

modern movement in architecture^ and it is not 

necessary to summarize them here. Probably the most radical 

new style in pre-World War I residential architecture in 

Ottawa was introduced by Francis C. Sullivan. A student of 

the American architect Frank Lloyd Wright, Francis Sullivan 

designed a few buildings in Ottawa whose low, angular, 

horizontal features show the influence of his teacher^ 

In general, however, most houses built in this period did 

not differ this strikingly from those built in the previous 

era. They are characterized by a less steeply pitched roof 

and a common feature of this period is a gambrel roof, often 

with an additional gambrel gable. This type of house is 

very prevalent in the Glebe and in Ottawa South. Houses 

built for the affluent around this time, such as those found 

in Rockcliffe, were often of a Tudor Revival Style.46 

After the Second World War these trends continued, 

although this period is outside the scope of this report. 

Classicism continued as a factor in some public buildings as 

well as the new styles brought about by the technological 
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revolution. Houses remained conservative in design and the 

predominant material was brick. 

This introduction to the Ottawa building reports has 

attempted to delineate the main historical phases of the 

city as well as the outline of architectural development 

within it. Hopefully it will provide a context for the 

individual building histories which follow. 
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Appendix I - Architects 

King Arnoldi 
John Bowes 
Samuel Hazcock (Hull) 
Henry H. Horsey 
John Killaly 
Augustus Laver 
Joseph P.M. Le Court 

J. O'Hanley 
Ed Mora 
George H. Perry 
John Porter 
D. Starke 
Robert Surtees (New Edinburgh) 
Jos. Ward 

1882 (Ottawa Directory, p. 183). 

King Arnoldi 
B. Billings 
David Edward 
William Hodgson 
H.H. Horsey 
James Mather 
Thomas Scott 
F.T. Thomas 

1891-92 (Ottawa Directory, p. 468). 

F.J. Alexander 
Arnoldi and Calderson 
M.C. Edey 
Adam Harvey 
E.A. Leprohon 
James Mather 
J.S.T. Routhier 
F.T. Thomas 

1903 (Ottawa Directory, p. 523). 

Arnoldi and Ewart 
Band, Burrit and Meredith 
G.M. Bayley 
Moses C. Edey 
William Hodgson 
E.L. Horwood 
John P. MacLaren 

James Mather 
Northwood and Noffke 
Thomas, Thomas, Frederick 
Alban Tracey 
Charles Vogel 
John W.H. Watts 
Lenton Williams 

1869-70 Architects and Civil Engineers (Sutherland's City 
Directory, p. 170). 
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Appendix II - Fires 

1838 - Lower Town swept by fire. 

1900 - Ottawa-Hull Fire, Lebreton Flats mostly destroyed. 

1903 - fire swept "Rochesterville" from Broad Street Station 
to St. Lorn's Dam. Ottawa University burned to 
ground. 

1916 - Centre Block of Parliament Buildings burned and 
destroyed. 
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Appendix I I I - Maps 



Ul 

Map. 1 Ottawa, 1842. Picture credit, Canada, Public Archives, National Map 
Collection, C-15965. 



Map 2. Ottawa, 1857. Picture credit, Canada, Public Archives, 
National Map Collection, C-15967. 



Map 3. Ottawa, 1874. Picture Credit, PAC, National Map 
Collection, C-15973. 



Map 4. Ottawa, 1893. Picture Credit, PAC, National Map 
Collection, C-66741. 



Figure 1. Ottawa, 1825. "Sketch of both banks of the Ottawa 
River and the Chaudière Falls...", G.A. Eliot. Picture 
Credit, Canada Public Archives, National Map Collection. 



Map 5. Ottawa, 1912. Picture credit, PAC, National Map 
Collection, C-13242. 



Figure 2. Ottawa, 1831. "Upper and Lower Bytown Showing lots 
and Streets. Picture Credit, Canada, Public Archives, 
National Map Collection. 



Figure 3. "New Edinburgh, from the west... 1845." Thomas 
Burrowes. Picture credit, Ontario, Public Archives. 



Figure 4. "View at the west end of Wellington Street, Upper 
Bytown, looking East, 1845. "Thomas Burrowes. Picture 
Credit, Ontario, Public Archives. 



Figure 5. "Lower Bytown, from the Barrack Hill, near the head of 
the Eighth Lock and the 'Sappers' Bridge' 1845." Thomas 
Burrowes. Picture credit, Ontario, Public Archives. 



Figure 6. Sussex Street, Ottawa, ca. 1870, Showing St. John 
Church and Imperial Garrison Barracks. Photo credit, Public 
Archives, C-491. 



Figure 7. City of Ottawa: 1857. Photo credit, Canada, Public 
Archives, C-2813. 



Figure 8. Sparks Street, Ottawa, ca. 1866-1868. 
Photo credit, PAC, PA-12590. 



Figure 9. Dalhousie Street, Ottawa, April 1882. Photo credit, 
PAC, PA-27047. 



Figure 10. Parkhill, built 1828-1829. Photo, B. Humphreys, 
CIHB. 



Figure 11. Earnscliffe, built ca. 1857, former residence of John 
A. Macdonald, now residence of British High Commissioner. 
Photo credit, PAC, C-19834. 



Figure 12. Centre Block, Parliament Buildings, Ottawa, after 
1880, view from the west. Photo credit, PAC, PA-8338. 



Figure 13. View of Ottawa and Parliament Buildings, ca. 1866. 
Photo credit, PAC, C-1185. 



Figure 14. Corner of Rideau and Sussex, ca. 1865-1870. Photo 
credit, PAC, C-494. 



Figure 15. Soarks Street, Ottawa, ca. 1871-1875. 
Photo credit, PAC, PA-12520. 



Figure 16. Wellington Street looking east, ca. 1890. Photo 
credit. PAC, PA-8487. 



Figure 17. Russell Hotel at the corner of Sparks and Elgin 
streets, Ottawa, 30 Nov. 1927. Photo credit, PAC, 
C-25786. 



Figure 18. Second Ottawa City Hall, Horsey and Sheard 
architects, built 1877. Photo credit, PAC, 
PA-12431. 



Figure 19. Carleton County Court House, Nicholas and Daly 
streets, Ottawa. Designed 1877 by Robert Surtees. Photo 
credit. PAC, PA-12412. 



Figure 20. Langevin Block, Wellington Street, Ottawa. Designed 
1883 by Thomas Fuller. Photo credit, PAC, PA-8333. 



Figure 21. The Daly Building as it originally appeared. 
Designed 1904 by Moses Edez. Photo credit, 
PAC, PA-9116. 



Figure 22. Tabaret Hall, University of Ottawa, before 
completion. Designed 1904 by Count Van Herballis (New York). 
Photo credit. PAC, C-2163. 



Figure 23. 
by Ross 

Union Station, Rideau Street, Ottawa. Designed 1912 
and Macfarlane. Photo credit. PAC, C-26395. 
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Date: J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107000200046-48 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 46-48 Daly Ave. 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction; c a « I 8 7 0 

Architect : Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner: J o s e p h - I g n a c e Aumond, lumber merchan t 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 

u,.-.,v.i .. r r - iv i l s e r v a n t s , c i t y e mp loye e s , b u s i n e s s 
Notable type of occupants: c l v l i s e t vcuiuo, *-x jr r i 

and t r a d e s m e n 
Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; d o u b l e d w e l l i n g 
Building use: p r e s e n t - R e s i d e n t i a l ; m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building mate r i a l : B r i c k 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature Date 

No. 48 - c o n v e r t e d t o 3 a p a r t m e n t s .1913 
No. 4 8 - 2 more a p a r t m e n t s added 1927 
No. 4 8 - 1 more a p a r t m e n t added 1941 

/architect Builder 

Comments: No. 46 has continued to be occupied as a single family 
dwelling while No. 48 has been subdivided into apartments. 
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46-48 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick building located 

on the southeast corner of Daly and Waller. Originally 

a double residence, now only number 46 is a single family 

dwelling while number 48 contains six apartments. 

The property on which the building is located was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of his service, Besserer was in 1818 "granted 'a tract of 

sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere1"; now bounded 

by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue East 

and Waller Street and known to Ottawa people as 'The Sandy 

Hill District'". ' Besserer did not arrive in Ottawa until 

ten years later as he had been sering as a Member of the 

2/ Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada, / but shortly after 

his arrival he proceeded to have his land surveyed for building 

lots. Most of the original settlement, however, was not 

to come until after Confederation when politicians, civil 

servants, and diplomats occupied homes in the area. 

The first registered conveyance of the property at 

the southeast corner of Daly and Waller was in 1882 when 

3/ La Banque Nationale granted title to Jane and Emma Aumond. 

Jane Aumond was the widow of Joseph-Ignace Aumond, an Ottawa 

4/ lumber baron, ' and it is possible that he had possession 

of the land before La Banque Nationale. Tenancy of the 
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two units can be traced back to 1872 when they were occupied 

5/ by Mrs. Robert Johnson and William Pennock. 

In 1893 the property, which included property to the 

east of number 48, was foreclosed by John Heney. / Up until 

this time each unit had been rented to a single family, 

and Heney continued this policy. Although civil servants 

numbered among the tenants, there were also city employees, 

businessmen, and tradespeople living here. 

Around 1910 George W. Seguin came to live in number 

46 and in 1911 the whole building was bought by him in his 

7/ wife's name. In 1912 the Seguins moved out and rented 

8 / 
46 Daly to the University of Ottawa ' . The following year 

they had number 48 converted in three apartments and called 

9/ the whole unit "Segum Apartment". / Mrs. Seguin then moved 

into one of these apartments. In the early twenties Mrs. 

Seguin moved back to 46 Daly which she shared with Philippe 

Dubois. In 1927 Mr. Dubois had two more apartments added 

in number 48, ' and in 1941 he added another. / By this 

time Philippe Dubois and his wife were the principal occupants 

of 46 Daly. A few years later number 48 was re-named Dubois 

Apartments. At present number 46 is occupied by Philippe 

Dubois' widow, Mrs. Alice Dubois. 

The apartments have continued to be occupied by tenants 

with a variety of occupational backgrounds, many of whom 

are French speaking. 
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H i s t o r i a n : C . J . T a y l o r 

Da t e : J a n u a r y 1975 

Ceocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 7 - 4 9 

C i t y : O t t a w a 

Address : 4 7 - 4 9 D a l y A v e . 

Building N a m e : U n i o n M i s s i o n 
( i f impor tan t ) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I I 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t i on : 1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 2 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bu i lde r : Unknown 

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: W i l h e l m R a h e , b a n k e r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Comments : 
One o f S a n d y H i l l ' s e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g s . 

Notable type of occupan t s : 
No . 47 - o c c u p i e d by p a r e n t s 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : o f Agnes H e r o n ( 1 8 6 2 - 1 8 9 6 ) ; 
No . 49 - was o c c u p i e d by M i s s Harmon and h e r s c h o o l f o r young 
l a d i e s . 
HuiinMm. ..«*>• o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; d o u b l e d w e l l i n g 

B u s e . p r e s e n t _ Residential; insti tutional housing 
Major building material : Stone 

Alterations: 
Ceneral Nature D a t e Architect Builder 
2 storey addition 1922 
4th story added 1930s 
interior alterations 1940s 
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47-49 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This stone building was originally a three-storey double 

residence but is now a four-storey hostel for single men. 

It is located on the northwest corner of Waller and Daly. 

The property on which the building is situated was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of his service Besserer was, in 1828, "granted 'a tract 

of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere1; now 

bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue 

East and Waller Street and known to the people of Ottawa 

as 'The Sandy Hill District'". ' Besserer did not arrive 

in Ottawa until ten years later as he had been serving as 

2/ 
a Member of the Legislative Assembly in Lower Canada. 

He was not in Ottawa long, however, before he had his land 

surveyed for building lots. 

Much of Sandy Hill was originally settled after Confederation 

when newly-arrived politicians, civil servants, and diplomats 

occupied brick houses in the area. There are, however, 

a few stone buildings which pre-date 1867. The oldest of 

these, Besserer House at 149 Daly Avenue, was built in 1845. 

The building known as 47-49 Daly Avenue had just been built 

when, in 1862, Wilhelm Rahe purchased it as a gift for his 

3/ intended wife's parents. ' Rahe was betrothed to Agnes 

Heron, part of a then well-known Ottawa singing group. 
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Concerned about the loss of income Agnes' marriage would 

mean to the family, Wilhelm Rahe bought the double house 

with the idea that the bride's parents would live in the 

corner house (number 47) while receiving the rent from the 

4/ adjoining house (number 49). 

Number 47 was therefore occupied by the Heron family 

while number 49 was rented to a Miss Harmon who ran a school 

for young ladies there. The daughters of prominent Sandy 

Hill families who were not educated at convents were educated 

at Miss Harmon's during the latter decades of the 19th century. 

Agnes Heron's widowed sister, Margaret Scott, came to live 

with her parents in 1868 and stayed on after their death 

until 1897.5/ 

It is difficult to visualize the original condition 

of either of the two units because of the many changes that 

have occurred. The kitchen and servants' quarters were 

probably originally in the basement. Each unit had a central 

hall plan having on the eastern side a large room intended 

for receptions and large gatherings. / Lilian Desbarets, 

whose mother was a sister of Agnes and Margaret Heron, describes 

the original interior of 47 Daly Avenue in her book Recollections: 

On the first floor was the sitting room and dining 

room with folding doors between. There was a tiny 

grate in the sitting room and a dumb stove in the dining 

room. A dumb stove was the pipe from the kitchen stove 

enlarged about three times its size for about three 
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feet, then it went back into being a simple stove pipe. 

On both the second and third floors there were two 

big bedrooms and a tiny bedroom over the hall. At 

first there was no bathroom in the house and the only 

water was in the basement. However when I stayed in 

the house /1883/ the small bedroom had been turned 

into a bathroom. There was a real old fashioned garret.... / 

In 1896 the building was sold to Samuel Evans, and 

8/ both units became vacant. ' Evans rented the building to 

a succession of tenants, number 47 being used as a physician's 

office and residence from 1898 until 1912. Evans sold the 

building in 1912 to the Union Mission for Men, the present 

9/ owner and tenant. ' 

The Union Mission has implemented extensive alterations 

over the years. A two-storey addition was built in 1922 

at a cost of $12,000.00. / The unsympathetic fourth storey 

was probably built in the early 1930s, ' and interior alterations 

were made in the 1940s costing $2,000.00. ' 
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Church of 

Building Name: s t . Alban t h e 
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Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction'. begun 1867 , f i n i s h e d 1877 

Architect : Thomas F u l l e r , King A r n o l d i 

Builder: P a i n t e r and Tay lo r 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or ig inal owner: A n g l i c a n D iocese of Ottawa 
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Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Building use: R e l i g i o u s ; c h u r c h 

Major building material : 

Al tera t ions : 
General Nature u a t e 

none shown 
Architect Builder 

Comments: Second A n g l i c a n p a r i s h i n t h e c i t y of O t t a w a . I t s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
was b r o u g h t abou t by t h e C i t y ' s e x p a n s i o n a f t e r i t became 
t h e c a p i t a l . 
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125 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This church, which is one of the finest Gothic Revival buildings 

in the city, is located on the northwest corner of Daly 

and King Edward. 

The property occupied by St. Alban's was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of his service Besserer was in 1828 "granted 'a tract of 

sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere1; now bounded 

by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue East 

and Waller Street, and known to Ottawa people as 'The Sandy 

Hill District'". / Besserer did not arrive in Bytown until 

ten years later, but he very soon afterwards began to have 

his land surveyed for building lots. Sandy Hill became 

settled mainly in the 1860s with newly arrived civil servants 

and politicians. 

Even prior to the influx of the English-speaking civil 

servants to Ottawa in 1865 there was considerable strain 

on the one existing Anglican parish of Christ Church. The 

new arrivals made the creation of a second parish an immediate 

necessity and in the summer of 1865 the parish of St. Alban 

the Martyr was formed out of the eastern section of the 

3/ parish of Christ Church. The first services in the new 

parish were held in October 1865 in the old court house 

4/ on Daly presided over by the Reverend T. Bedford-Jones. 
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A committee was formed to initiate the building of the parish 

church and a plot of land on the northwest corner of Daly 

and Laurier was purchased from the Besserer estate for $600.00 

5/ in 1866. The congregation continued to workship in the 

old court house until its new church was opened in September 

1867.6/ 

Thomas Fuller, one of the architects of the recently 

completed Parliament Buildings, was called upon to design 

the plans for the new church. Construction began in the 

7/ spring of 1866. When the contractors Painter and Taylor 

started to work, however, it was discovered there was a 

sudden dip in the blue clay into a great pit of sand. This 

unstable foundation could not support the type of church 

that Fuller had proposed, and the building committee was 

forced to give up the original plans as newly estimated 

8/ construction costs had leapt to $20,000.00. ' A pupil of 

Thomas Fuller, King Arnoldi, was hired to revise the plans. 

Arnoldi had been a wine and spirit merchant in Ottawa before 

entering Fuller's business. He was later to design much 

of the new Christ Church cathedral. For St. Alban's he 

used as much as he could of Fuller's design but the chancel, 

9/ 
tower, transept and spire were omitted for the time being. 

Although opened in 1867, the building was still not 

finished, and a women's guild was formed in 1873 with the 

object of completing the church. / Construction got under 

way again in 1876, and the church re-opened in February 

1877 with a chancel and transept but still without tower 

and spire. 
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The congregation of St. Alban's included much of the 

newly formed political elite of the city. Sir John A. Macdonald 

had a pew there, and at one time there were six cabinet 

ministers in the congregation, including Sir Francis Hincks, 

Sir Charles Tupper, Sir Leonard Tillery, Six Alexander Campbell, 

Sir Henri-Gustave de Lotbinière, and Senator Bourinot. 

In 1875, a stained glass window in the east wall of the 

church was presented by Lady Macdonald in memory of her 

4-v. 1 2 / mother. ' 
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City: O t t a w a 

Address: 149 D a l y A v e . 

Building Name: B e s s e r e r House 
( i f important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo : c * * - H ' B ' 
P h a s e I 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t i on : 1844 

Archi tect : Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: L o u i s B e s s e r e r , g e n t l e m a n 

Notable subsequent owners and r eason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants : w e a l t h y O t t a w a n s of many o c c u p a t i o n a l g r o u p s 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building u s e : R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : S t o n e 

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date A r c h i t e c t D Builder.,-
r o o f w a l k r emoved — K.TT. na.-ng 
S t o n e v e n e e r k i t c h e n a d d e d 1918 
C o n v e r s i o n of b a s e m e n t 

s e r v a n t ' s q u a r t e r s 1 9 4 8 - 4 9 
O t h e r m a j o r a l t e r a t i o n s 1964 

Comments : . , . « . . , 
One of t h e o l d e s t r e s i d e n c e s i n O t t a w a . I t s o r i g i n a l 
owner was i m p o r t a n t i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e c i t y of 
O t t a w a . 
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149 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This two and one half storey stone dwelling located on the 

northwest corner of King Edward and Daly is one of the oldest 

residences in the area. It can be compared with the Thompson-

Rochester house (1834) on Richmond Road. ' 

Historically the house is important as the former residence 

of Louis T. Besserer, important in the development of early 

Ottawa. Besserer (b.1785) was a Québec City notary who 

served as an officer in the War of 1812. As a reward for 

his service he was in 1828 "granted 'a tract of sandy unproductive 

land 120 miles from anywhere'; now bounded by Rideau Street, 

the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue East and Waller Street, 

2/ 
and known to Ottawa people as 'The Sandy Hill District'". / 

Besserer did not arrive in Ottawa until 1838 as he had been 

serving as a member of the Legislative Assembly of Lower 

3/ Canada. ' Very shortly after his arrival he occupied a 

home on Rideau Street and began to have his estate surveyed 

for building lots. Besserer remarried about 1844 and his 

second home on Daly Avenue is believed to have been built 

4/ for his new bride. ' 

The Besserer family occupied the house until 1870 after 

which date the house was rented to Colonel P. Ross, Adjutant-

General of the Militia. ' In 1884 the house was sold to 

6 / 7/ 

Trezah and Alfred Patrick / who owned 274 Daly before 1866. 

The Patricks lived in the house until 1889 when it was sold 

to Frederick A. Dixon, a clerk in the Department of Railways 
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8/ 
and Canals. Dixon lived in the house until 1896, after 

which date he rented it to Lake W. Marier, manager of the 

9/ Merchants' Bank. ' The house was sold in 1902 to John McDougald, 

Commissioner of Customs, who lived here until 1918. ' 

James H. Carswell, a lumber merchant, was the next owner 

of the house. Carswell sold in 1937 to John G. Fleck ' 

who proceeded to rent the house during the war years to 

a succession of prominent military men such as Major-General 

Halfden Hertzberg and Captain Eric S. Brand, R.N., Director 

12/ of Naval Intelligence. ' The house was owned for a short 

time after the war by Marian H. Taylor and then sold in 

13/ 1948 to Shirley E. Woods. ' The Woods lived in the house 

14/ until 1953 after which date it became the Spanish Embassey. ' 

In 1964 the house was sold to Angus W.J. Robertson, the 

j i 15/ present owner and occupant. ' 

Alterations to the house have fortunately been relatively 

few and compatible to the general style of the house. An 

early photograph shows it having a roof-walk on the roof 

which has since disappeared (see Fig. 1). 

A stone veneer kitchen was added in 1918, built by 

R.A. Keny. / The original kitchen and servants' quarters 

in the basement have been altered so that the basement now 

includes a sitting room, a centre hall (probably once the 

domestics' dining room), a "mud" room, wine cellar, and 

storage rooms. The original fireplace in the former kitchen 

17/ is now boarded in. ' This part of the house was somewhat 
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18/ renovated in 1948-49 for the owner, Shirley Woods. Significant 

alterations costing $5,000.00 were made for Angus W.J. Robertson 

19/ in 1964. ' These including adding a new washroom on the 

ground floor and dividing the large formal dining room to 

create a library/den at the front of the house. According 

20/ to one source, the owner also had all the mouldings replaced. ' 
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Figure 1: Public Archives Of Canada, National Photography 
Collection, PA 51842 
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Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1875 

Architect : w m Hodgson 

Builder: w > S t e w a r t 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Historian: J ' C ' T a ^ l o r 

Date: March 1975 

Geocode: 06107000200240 

City: Ottawa 

Address:240 Daly Ave. 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Tit le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Name and occupation of or ig inal owner: I s a a c Moore, Lumber merchan t 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 
S i r C h a r l e s F i t z p a t r i c k , Chief of J u s t i c e , of t h e Supreme Cour t 
of Canada, l a t e r L i e u t e n a n t - Governor of Quebec 
Notable type of occupants: p r o m i n e n t p o l i t i c i a n s and c i v i l s e r v a n t s 
Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : C a i r i n e W i l s o n , l a t e r f i r s t 

woman t o be a p p o i n t e d t o t h e Canad ian 
S e n a t e 

Building use: o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
p r e s e n t - R e l i g i o u s ; m o n a s t e r y or conven t 

Major building ma te r i a l : B r i c k 
Alterat ions : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 
one s t o r e y b r i c k a d d i t i o n p r e 1878 
a d d i t i o n expanded t o 2 

s t o r e y s c . 1900 
e x t e n s i v e a l t e r a t i o n s , 

2nd f l o o r 1968 
Comments: House has a l s o been used a s a r e s i d e n c e and s c h o o l by 

t h e S i s t e r s of S t . Mary of Namur and t h e S i s t e r s of t h e 
Holy C r o s s . 
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240 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick veneer building 

located on the southeast corner of Daly and Friel. Originally 

a single family dwelling, it is now the home of a religious 

order. 

The lot on which the building stands was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of these services Besserer was in 1828 "granted 'a tract 

of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere;' now 

bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue 

East and Waller Street, and known to Ottawa people as 'The 

Sandy Hill District'." ' Besserer did not arrive in Ottawa 

until ten years later as he had been serving as a Member 

2/ of the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada. ' Upon his 

arrival he took a house on Rideau Street and shortly afterward 

proceeded to have his land surveyed for building lots. 

The lots registered conveyance of the Daly Avenue lot 

3/ was in 1873 when it was sold by Ann Aylwin to Samuel Rothwell. ' 

Rothwell sold the vacant lot to the lumber merchant Isaac 

4/ Moore in 1875 ' who probably commenced building a house 

shortly afterward. Moore lived in the house until 1880 

and then rented it to the Honourable Henri Taschereau, 

a Supreme Court judge. Lilian Desbarats, in her Recollections, 

suggests that Isaac Moore got into financial difficulties 

necessitating his removal to a smaller house at 336 Daly. ' 
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Moore sold 240 Daly to Marie A. Harwood, Taschereau's wife, 

7/ in 1884. ' The Taschereaus sold the house in 1889 to Thomas 

J. Watters, chief clerk with the Customs Department, but 

bought the house back in January 1896. ' 

The Taschereaus finally sold the house four months 

later to Charles Patrick, a trustee of the Domestic and 

Foreign Missionary Society of which he was also honorary 

9/ treasurer. Charles Patrick and his family lived in the 

house until 1906 when the house was bought by the Right 

Honourable Sir Charles Fitzpatrick, Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court of Canada. The Fitzpatrick family lived 

here until the appointment of Sir Charles as Lieutenant-

Governor of Quebec in 1918. The house was then rented 

to Norman and Cairine Wilson for two years. Norman was 

an M.P. (1904-1908), and Cairine was to become in 1930 the 

12/ first woman senator in Canada. Maurice Goor, Consul-

General in Canada for Belgium, rented the house in 1921, 

13/ after which it remained vacant for two years. 

In 1923 Fitzpatrick's widow sold the house to George 

Graves and Isidore Sugarman who sold it the following year 

14/ to the Sisters of St. Mary of Namur. ' They used it as 

a residence and between 1924 and 1928 conducted a school. 

The house was bought in 1929 ' by the Sisters of the Holy 

Cross who also ran a school there. It was sold in 1969 

to the Corporation of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart of 

16/ 
Ontario which uses the building as a residence. 
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Writing of the house in 1957, Lilian Desbarats notes: 

"/a/dditions have been built at the back on Stewart Street, 

but from the front the house looks just like it did when 

it was first built." The Insurance Plan of Ottawa City, 

1878, shows a one storey brick addition to the rear of the 

building (see Fig. 1) but this appears to have been enlarged 

to two storeys around the turn of the century. In 1968 

a building permit for $27,000.00 was issued for alterations 

17/ to the second floor. ' 
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Figure 1: Plan of 240 Daly Avenue from Charles E. Goad 
Insurance Plan of Ottawa 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Histor ical Building Report 

Historian: C - J - Tay lo r 

Date: March 1975 

Geocode: 06107000200250-252 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 250-252 Daly Ave. 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo :C . I .H .B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: c a . 1871 

Architect : Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or ig inal owner: James E g l e s o n , g r o c e r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 

.. . e a r l y t e n a n t s were members of p a f l i a m e n t , 
Notable type of occupants: 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s and upper l e v e l c i v i l s e r v a n t s 
Wo table occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 
L t . - C o l . John Gay, M . P . ; G .F . A u s t i n , c i v i l e n g i n e e r and p u b l i c 
l and s u r v e y o r ; L . F . T a y l o r , a r c h i t e c t ; D.P.W. 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; d o u b l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building mate r i a l : B r i c k 

Alterat ions : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 
No. 250 - d i v i d e d i n t o 
2 u n i t s c . 1920 
No. 250 - t h i r d 
a p a r t m e n t c r e a t e d c . 1950 

Comments: 250 Daly a p p e a r s t o have been r e n t e d s i n c e i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
w h i l e 252 has somet imes been o c c u p i e d by owners and 
somet imes by t e n a n t s . 
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250-252 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick building located 

on the southeast corner of Daly and Friel. Originally a 

double dwelling, one side (250) has been made into three 

apartments, and an entrance has been added on Friel Street. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

originally part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec 

City notary who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. 

In recognition of his service, Besserer was in 1828 "granted 

'a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere'; 

now bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier 

Avenue East and Waller Street and known to Ottawa people 

as 'The Sandy Hill District'." ' Besserer did not come 
2/ to Ottawa until ten years later, ' but very shortly after 

his arrival he proceeded to have his land surveyed for building 

lots. Much of the original settlement of the area, however, 

did not come until after Confederation when civil servants, 

politicians, and diplomats began to establish homes here. 

The first recorded transactions of the lot on the southeast 

corner of Daly and Friel were a discharge of a mortgage 

owned by James Egleson in 1867 and a Right of Dower given 

3/ by Andrew and Margaret Cowan to Egleson in 1863. / This 

suggests that Egleson owned the property before 1867 and 

that he bought it from the Cowans. Egleson was an Ottawa 

grocer who lived on Sussex Street, and it is not likely 
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that there was a building on his Daly Avenue property at 

this time. The first record of a house on the property 

is in the Ottawa City Directory, 1872-1873. 

Egleson rented both units to a succession of senior 

civil servants and politicians. The Ottawa City Directory, 

1872-1873 shows that John Dewe, chief post office inspector 

was living in 250 and Leiutenant-Colonel John Gay, M.P., 

was living in 252. The Honourable R. Cartwright, Minister 

4/ of Finance, lived in 252 between 1874 and 1879. ' In the 

1880s G.F. Austin, civil engineer and public land surveyor, 

5/ lived in 250, followed by Lawrence Fennings Taylor, an 

architect with the Department of Public Works, who lived 

here in the early 1890s. ' In 1899 Major Victor B. Rivers 

moved into 250 Daly. 

John Egleson sold the building to Mary E. Gildersleeve 

7/ in 1905. ' There was a continual succession of tenants 

in 250, but the Rivers remained in 252. Major Rivers died 

around 1910, but his widow, Maude G. Rivers, stayed on in 

8/ the house. In 1920 she bought the building from Mary Gildersleeve. / 

Mrs. Rivers carried out some important changes to the 

building by dividing 250 Daly into two units, adding another 

9/ entrance at 283 Friel. The Friel Street unit was occupied 

in 1921 by a branch of the Bank of Montreal. ' This had 

become a residence by 1925, however, when Helen O'Donohue 

moved in. By 1928 the remainder of number 250 Daly had 

been converted into two apartments and around 1950 a third 
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apartment was created. Mrs. Rivers continued to live at 

252 Daly until her death in 1955. Ownership of the house 

12/ then went to Charles W. Rivers who also moved into 252 Daly. ' 

He lived here until his death in 1967 at which time the 

13/ building was sold to Gertrude Rochon. 

Numbers 250 Daly and 283 Friel continued to be rented 

as apartments but 252 Daly was occupied by the Legion of 

Marie. ' The whole building became vacant in 1973, 

and the following year it was sold to Peter Dent, in trust. ' 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Histor ian:C. J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107000200274 

c i t y ; Ottawa 

Address: 274 Daly Ave. 

Building Name: E l i z a b e t h Res idence 
(if important) 

Source of Tit le Photo: 
C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1865 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: A l f r e d P a t r i c k 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: . . , , 
R t . Hon. S i r C h a r l e s Tuppe r , f a t h e r of C o n f e d e r a t i o n ; S i r R icha rd 
S c o t t , S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e for both Mackenzie and L a u r i e r governments 

Notable type of occupants: P rominen t C a n a d i a n s a n d Mayor of Bytown 
Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: - S i r Wi l l i am R i t c h i e , 

Chief of J u s t i c e of Canada 

Building use: o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
p r e s e n t - R e s i d e n t i a l ; i n s t i t u t i o n a l hous ing 

Major building mater ia l : B r i c k 

Alterations : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

b r i c k - v e n e e r e d a d d i t i o n 1905 
- r e a r 

minor a l t e r a t i o n s 1972 

Comments: T h i s house i s now o c c u p i e d by t h e E l i z a b e t h R e s i d e n c e 
for E l d e r l y L a d i e s . 
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274 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

This two and one half storey brick veneer structure was 

originally built as a single family residence, but since 

1920 has been used as a residence for elderly ladies. The 

house is located on the south side of Daly Avenue between 

Friel and Chapel Streets. 

The lot on which the house stands was originally part 

of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a notary Public from 

Quebec City who had taken an active part in the War of 1812. 

In recognition of his services, Besserer was granted, in 

1828, "'a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from 

anywhere'; now bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, 

Laurier Avenue East and Waller Street and known to Ottawa 

people as 'the Sandy Hill District'". ' Besserer finally 

settled on his land in 1838 and shortly afterward began 

to have it surveyed for building lots. 

The house at 274 Daly was built in 1865 and sold to 

Alfred Patrick. He sold it in 1870 to the Honourable 
3/ Charles Tupper, ' a member of the Privy Council at the time. 

Tupper lived in the house until 1874 at which time he sold 

4/ it to the Honourable R.W. Scott. ' Prior to buying the 

house Scott had lived in Hull. He needed an Ontario residence 

in order to qualify for a recent appointment as an Ontario 

5/ representative in the Senate. 
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Scott was born in Prescott, Ontario in 1825. He studied 

law and set up practice in Bytown in 1848. He was mayor 

of Bytown in 1853 and later represented the city as a Member 

of the Legislative Assembly. After Confederation he was 

elected an M.P. for Ottawa. A member of the opposition 

during the Macdonald government, Scott served as Secretary 

of State for both the Mackenzie and Laurier governments, 

resigning in 1908. He was knighted the following year 

and died in 1913. 

R.W. Scott's daughter, Lilian Scott Desbarats, has 

left an account of the basement of the house as it was during 

her father's lifetime: 

274 Daly Avenue had a big wonderful basement very nicely 

furnished with quite large windows in all the rooms. 

The kitchen was under the dining room. Two rooms in 

the front of the home, one for the cook and the housemaid 

and the other for the man who looked after the animals 

and drove the carriages or sleigh. On the west side 

was the cold pantry, where we kept perishable food 

like butter, eggs and milk...Next came the wine cellar... 

Next to the wine cellar was the baking room. In it 

was a table with a marble top for rolling out biscuits 

or pastry. This is where we had our dinner when it 

was not our turn to go to the grand dinner parties 

7/ that mother and father were giving. ' 
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About 1905 R.W. Scott built a brick veneered addition to 

8/ the back of the house. ' This was for a kitchen and two 

rooms and a bathroom for the maids. The furnace was moved 

9/ into the former kitchen. ' 

In 1883 the house was rented for three years to Sir 

Willian Ritchie, Chief Justice of Canada, during which time 

the Scotts lived in their Hull residence which had been 

kept as a summer home. ' Scott's Daly Avenue house was 

sold by the executors of his estate in 1920 to the Elizabeth 

Residence for Elderly Ladies. / Minor alterations were 

made to the house in 1972. Otherwise the house is little 

changed from the original. 
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Canadian Inventory of H i s t o r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Bui lding Report 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion ! 1870 

Architect : Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: Thomas P a t t e r s o n , g r o c e r 

Notable subsequent owners and r eason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupan t s : p r o f e s s i o n a l , c o m m e r c i a l men 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building u s e : R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Architect Bui lder 

i n t o s e p a r a t e r e s i d e n c e 1912 

p r o b a b l y d i v i d e d i n t o c . 1949 
two r e s i d e n c e s 

Comments : 

Historian: C . J . T a y l o r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 3 6 

City: O t t a w a 

Address: 336 D a l y A v e . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I 
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336 Daly Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick dwelling on the 

southwest corner of Daly and Augusta. 

The land on which the house is situated was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of his service Besserer was in 1828 "granted 'a tract of 

sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere*; now bounded 

by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue East 

and Waller Street, and known to the people of Ottawa as 

'The Sandy Hill District'." ' Besserer did not arrive in 

Ottawa until ten years later as he had been serving as a 
2/ Member of the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada, but 

shortly after his arrival he proceeded to have his land 

surveyed for building lots. It was not until after Confederation, 

however, that the Sandy Hill district began to be settled, 

but it then very quickly established itself as a favourite 

residential area of the emerging political and civil service 

elite of Ottawa, a position it maintained until the first 

part of the 20th century. 

Thomas Patterson, a prominent Ottawa grocer, probably 

bought the lot on the corner of Daly and Augusta sometime 

in the 1860s. In 1870 he took out a mortgage for $6,000.00, ' 

which suggests that he had the present house built at this 

time. The Patterson family lived in the house until 1890 
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after which time it was rented. Lake Marier, manager of 

the Merchants' bank, lived here between 1891 and 1898. 

He was followed by Arthur F. Sladen, secretary to Lord Byng, 

the Governor-General, who lived here until 1906. 

In 1906 Lawrence Fennings Taylor, an architect with 

4/ the firm of Horwood, Taylor, and Horwood, bought the house. 

He was the son of Fennings Taylor, editor of Portraits of 

5/ 
British North America (1867). ' L.F. Taylor remodelled 

the servants quarters at the rear of the house into a separate 

residence sometime around 1912. ' The Taylor family lived 

7/ in the house until 1947. ' 

8/ It was sold to William H. Wardrope in 1948 ' who lived 

here for a short time and then lived in the rear residence 

while renting out the main part of the house as two residences. 

Although 336 Daly was sold in 1971 to Patrick Reid and again 

9/ in 1974 to Timothy and Julyan Reid, ' it still continued 

to be occupied by two tenants. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107000200363-383 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 363-383 Daly Ave. 

Building Name: Phi lomene 
(if important) T e r r a c e 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1874 

Architect : Honore R o b i l l a r d 

Builder: Honore R o b i l l a r d 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner- H o i } o r e R o b i l l a r d , s tonemason 
6 * and c o n t r a c t o r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Notable type of occupants- t e n a n t s h a v e b e e n midd le t o upper midd le 
' '~ "'' c l a s s , p r e d o m i n a t e l y c i v i l s e r v a n t s 

Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 
A r c h i b a l d Lampman, p o e t and c i v i l s e r v a n t , occup ied number 
369 in 1894 and 1895 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building material : S tone 
Alterat ions : 
General Nature bat* . , . k U d C e Architect Builder 

381-383 - 3 s t o r e y b r i c k 1912 
a d d i t i o n 

roof flattened to make c. 1912 
full 3rd floor 

Comments: Honore Robillard, original owner and builder, also owned 
a stone quarry outside Ottawa, and was a stonemason. 
He constructed several buildings in Ottawa. 
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363-383 Daly Avenue Ottawa 

Ottawa has some very fine examples of 19th century row housing, 

and of these Philomene Terrace is the oldest. It is built 

of stone and consists of eight units. Originally all were 

two and one half storeys, but numbers 383 and 385 are now 

three storeys. Philomene Terrace is located on the northeast 

corner of Daly and Cobourg. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

originally part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec 

City notary who had taken an active part in the War of 1812. 

In recognition of his service Besserer was in 1828, "granted 

*a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere1 

now bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier 

Avenue East and Waller street and known to the people of 

Ottawa as 'The Sandy Hill District'". ' Besserer did not 

arrive in Ottawa until ten years later as he had been serving 
2/ as a member of the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada ' , 

but shortly after his arrival he proceeded to have his land 

surveyed for building lots. Sandy Hill did not really become 

settled, however, until after Confederation when the area 

attracted homes of senior civil servants, politicians, and 

diplomats. 

The first recorded sale of the lots on the northeast 

corner of Daly and cobourg occurred in 1871 when Andrew 

3/ Blackburn sold to Samuel Christie. ' Two years later Christie 
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4/ sold these vacant lots to Honore Robillard ' who proceeded 

to build a stone row of eight houses, naming them Philomene 

5/ Terrace in honor of his wife. ' 

Honore Robillard (b. 1835) was the son of Antoine Robillard, 

himself a noted Ottawa stone mason. Antoine Robillard worked 

for Thomas MacKay on building the first eight locks of the 

Rideau Canal and later worked on the building of Colonel 

By's residence and Notre Dame Basilica. Around this time 

(ca. 1840) he acquired a quarry on the Montreal Road. / 

Honore Robillard succeeded to his father's business and 

built some important stone structures in Ottawa. Besides 

being a stone mason and contractor, Honore Robillard served 

as an M.P. for Ottawa between 1887 to 1896. ' 

The first tenants of Philomene Terrace were middle 

to upper middle class people, predominantly civil servants, 

and succeeding tenants have continued to be from this background. 

In 1875 Isaac Moore, a lumber merchant, lived in 363; H. 

Cotton, gentleman, was in 365; W.H. Geddies, civil servant, 

was in 369; F. Gourdeau, civil servant, was in 371; Mrs. 

Parent, widow, was in 375; J. Johnson, civil servant, was 

8/ in 381; and John McGee, civil servant, rented 383. 

In 1888 the six western units (363-375) were sold to 

9/ Charles N. Bate ' , a realtor with substantial property holdings 

in Sandy Hill. At this time the kitchens and family rooms 

in the units were located in the basements, but between 

1888 and 1898 Bate had two-storey brick additions built 

on the back of his six units to accommodate these rooms. 
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By the 1890s almost all of Bates' tenants were civil servants. 

The poet Archibald Lampman, who worked in the post office, 

rented number 369 in 1894 and 1895.12^ 

Honore Robillard retained the eastern two units 381 

and 383 and after 1888 took over both of these as his own 

13/ residence. ' The Insurance Plan of the City of Ottawa, 

1888, revised to 1898, shows a two-storey wooden addition 

at the back of these two units. This structure burnt down 

14/ in 1912 and was replaced by a three-storey brick structure. 

The additions to the west of Robillard's were possibly saved 

from the fire by a 20 foot high stone wall which is still 

standing as part of the wall of the brick addition. The 

fire possibly destroyed the upper storey of Robillard's 

two units because around this time the roof was flattened 

15/ to make a full third floor. ' The rear addition was rented 

out as apartments and took on a separate address of 206 

Cobourg Street. Around 1914 Robillard's two units and the 

rear addition were taken over as a residence by Les Chanoinesses 

16 / 
des Cinq Plourdes. ' In the 1920s the building was used 

as a convent by the White Sisters, and in 1934 the building 

became a residence for unwed mothers administered by the 

17/ Roman Catholic Church and called St. Mary's Home. ' The 

two units became vacant in 1970 and have remained so since. 

They are to be bought by the city, however, which has allocated 

$140,000 for their restoration. The City's plans then call 

18/ for their eventual re-sale singly, as private dwellings. ' 

The six westerly units (363-377) were sold by the Bate 
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19/ Realty Company to Wilbrod Interests in 1946. ' Wilbrod 

Interests and its successor, Barnet B. Levin, proceeded 

20/ to sell the six units singly in 1946 and 1947. ' The units 

have since tended to be occupied by their owners except 

for number 377 which was divided into apartments and has 

until recently been occupied by tenants. 



116 

Endnotes: 

1 A.H.D. Ross, Ottawa Past and Present (Toronto: Musson, 
1927), p. 97. 

2 Lucien Brault, "Besserer Got Sandy Hill as reward for 
Service", Ottawa Journal, 30 October 1963. 

3 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, "Besserer Book I", 
pp. 223-224. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Gladys Blair, "Philomene Terrace", Ottawa Journal, 
4 May 1968. 

6 Lucien Brault, "French Canadians share in Bytown Development", 
Ottawa Journal, 24 September 1963. 

7 N. Orner Coté (éd.), Political Appointments Parliament 
and the Judicial Bench in the Dominion of Canada 1867 
to 1895 (Ottawa: Thoburn, 1898), pp. 160 and 177. 

8 Ottawa City Directory, 1875 (Ottawa: A.S. Woodburn, 
1875). 

9 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 

10 Gladys Blair, op. cit. 

11 Insurance Plan of the City of Ottawa 1888, revised 
to 1898 (Montreal: Charles E. Goad, 1888). 

12 Ottawa City Directory, 1894-1895 (Toronto: Might, 1894). 

13 Ottawa City Directory, 1889 (Toronto: Might, 1889). 

14 Insurance Plan of the City of Ottawa, 1902, revised 
to 1912 (Montreal: Charles E. Goad, 1912). 
Insurance Plan of the City of Ottawa, 1902, revised 
to 1922 (Montreal: Charles E. Goad, 1922). 

15 Insurance Plan of the City of Ottawa, 1902, revised 
to 1922 (Montreal: Charles E. Goad, 1922). 

16 Ottawa City Directory, 1916 (Toronto: Might, 1916). 

17 Ottawa City Directory, 1934 (Toronto: Might, 1934). 

18 "Heritage Site", Ottawa Citizen, 11 June 1975. 

19 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 

20 Ibid. 

21. Gladys Blair, op. cit. 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Histor ical Building Report 

Histor ian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107000500229 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 229 Chapel S t . 

Building Name: T n e T o l l e r House 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C - 1 * 1 * ' 6 ' 
Phase I 

Building Informstion 

Date of Construction: 1875 

Archi tect : Horsey and Sheard 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Comments: Age and occupancy df t h e house i s t y p i c a l of t h e Sandy 
H i l l a r e a where i t i s l o c a t e d . 

Name and occupation of or ig inal owner: J - H « Plummer, manager , Bank of Commerce 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 
Les Soeu r s M i s s i o n a i r e s de N o t r e Dame cTAfr ique ran a s c h o o l 
h e r e from 1931-1968 

Notable type of occupants: p r o m i n e n t c i v i l s e r v a n t s 
Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Hon. T. F o u r n i e r , Supreme Cour t J u d g e , c a . 1880; 
Hon. L. B r o d e u r , M i n i s t e r of Marine and F i s h e r i e s 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building mate r i a l : B r i c k 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature ^-fte Architect Builder 

r e a r wing 1932 
c h a p e l 1933 
i n t e r i o r r e n o v a t i o n 1972 
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229 Chapel Street Ottawa 

This large two and one half storey brick dwelling is located 

on the east side of Chapel Street between Daly and Stewart. 

It was originally described as a "Gothic Cottage". / 

The lot on which the house stands was originally part 

of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Notary Public from 

Quebec who had taken an active part in the War of 1812. 

In recognition of his services, Besserer was granted in 

1828 "'a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from 

anywhere1; now bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, 

Laurier Avenue east and Waller Street and known to Ottawa 

2/ people as 'the Sandy Hill District'". ' Besserer finally 

settled on his land in 1838 and shortly afterward began 

to have it surveyed for building lots. 

The first registered conveyance of the lot known as 

229 Chapel occurred in 1866 when Philemon Pennock sold to 

3/ James J. Pennock of the law firm Walker and Pennock. 

This firm probably had the house built in 1875. It was 

4/ designed by the prominent Ottawa architects Horsey and Sheard 

who had also designed the former Ottawa City Hall, a Second 

Empire structure, which stood until 1931 on the site of 

5/ the present National Arts Centre. ' Originally the house 

had two third-floor bedrooms, five on the second floor, 

with a dressing room for the master bedroom; and drawing 

room, library, sitting room, dining room and kitchen on 

the main floor. 
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The first occupant of the house was J.H. Plummer, / 

7/ the Ottawa manager of the Bank of Commerce at the time. 

Plummer rented the house two years later, however, to the 

Honourable Telesphore Fournier, a Supreme Court judge. The house 

was sold in 1881 to Frederick Toller, Comptroller of the 

8 / Dominion Currency, who occupied the house until 1912. ' 

The next owner was the Hon. Louis-Phillipe Brodeur, who 

9/ 

had been Minister of Marine and Fisheries from 1906-11. ' 

The Brodeau tenure lasted until 1931 when the property was 

bought by Les Soeurs Missionaires de Notre Dame d'Afrique, 

Ontario, the present owners of the house. ' 

The Sisters conducted a private school for children 
until 1968. This was accommodated in a rear wing built 

shortly after they had acquired the house. / In 

12/ 1933 they spent $4,000.00 on building a chapel in the house. ' 

In June, 1970, $5,000.00 was spent on interior renovations. 

The house is still occupied by the Sisters although several 

of the rooms are rented to students from the University 

f „.. 14/ of Ottawa. 
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Endnotes: 

1 Gladys Blair, "The Toller House", Ottawa Journal, 
7 February 1970. 

2 A.H.D. Ross, Ottawa Past and Present (Toronto: Musson, 
1927), pp. 97, 98. 
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p. 275. 
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5 See C.I.H.B. architect file, H.H. Horsey. 
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7 Ottawa Directory for 1874-75 (Ottawa: A.S. Woodburn, 
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City Director, 1912 (Toronto: Might, 1912). 
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11 Gladys Blair, op. cit. 
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1933. 

13 Ibid., Building Permit number 67991, June 1970. 

14 Gladys Blair, op. cit. 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107001200188 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 188 S t e w a r t S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Tit le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1869 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: C o l o n e l Thomas Ross 

Notable subsequent owners and reason Ident if ied: 

Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building material : Wood and p l a s t e r 

Alterations : 
General Nature PstA Architect Builder 

A d d i t i o n , s o u t h s i d e c . 1919 
c o v e r t e d i n t o 4 1940 
a p a r t m e n t s 
c a r e t a k e r ' s c . 1954 
a p a r t m e n t in t h e 
basement 

Comments: Rare example of Tuscan Villa style in Ottawa. 
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188 Stewart Street Ottawa 

This two storey plaster building is a rare example of the 

Tuscan Villa style in Ottawa. Originally built as a single 

family dwelling, it now contains five apartments. It is 

located on the south side of Stewart near Friel Street. 

The house is situated on the original estate of Louis 

T. Besserer. Besserer was Quebec City notary who served 

as an officer in the War of 1812. As a reward for his service 

he was in 1828 "granted 'a tract of sandy unproductive land 

120 miles from anywhere"; now bounded by Rideau Street, 

the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue east and Waller Street, 

and known to Ottawa people as 'The Sandy Hill District1." / 

Besserer did not arrive in Ottawa until 1838 as he had been 

serving as a member of the Legislative Assembly of Lower 

2/ Canada. ' Very shortly after his arrival he occupied a 

home on Rideau Street and began to have his estate surveyed 

for building lots. 

The earliest registered conveyance of the lot dates 

back to 1867 when it was sold by Thomas H. Coombs to his 

3/ wife Anne for $700.00. ' The following year the lot was 

4/ 
sold to Colonel Thomas Ross for $750.00. ' A Civil Service 

Building Society Mortgage was recorded in 1869 suggesting 

5/ that a house was built at this time. The house probably 



123 

had a living room and dining room on the main floor, with kitchen, 

pantries, and servants' quarters downstairs and bedrooms 

on the upper floor. 

The house was occupied by the Ross family until 1911 

when it was bought by Ernest Linton , secretary-treasurer 

of Imperial Realty and Woods Ltd. The Linton family lived 

in the house until 1940 when it was sold to Kingsley Cousens, 

an accountant with E.B. Eddy. Cousens did not live in the 

house long, however, before he had it converted into four 
7/ 

apartments. Jacob and Benjamin Applebaum bought the building 

in 1945 / and named it Littlecot Apartments. / The Applebaum 

family sold in 1947 to Meyer Bordelay, ' and in 1953 the 

building became known as "Bordelay Apartments". Anna and 

Nat Clavier, relatives of Bordelay, bought the building 

12/ in 1953. Shortly afterwards a caretaker's apartment was 

created in the basement. 

There is an addition on the south side of the house 

which contains two bachelor apartments. This is believed 

14/ to have been built shortly after the First World War. 

Two apartments and a basement suite are now included in 

the original part of the house. On the main floor, both 

apartments have one large room, kitchen, and bathroom, and 

the rear apartment has an extra room, now used as a bedroom, 

which was originally a verandah. The main room of the front 

apartment has the bay window seen from the outside and a 

marble fireplace; this area was originally the living room. 
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The main room of the rear apartment was probably the dining 

room, as it features pierced plasterwork around the ceiling. 

Other original features found in the building include wood 

panelling, half built-nose trim around the doors, windows, 

16 / 
and baseboards, and the staircase. ' 

The tenants since 1942 have all been white-collar workers 

including civil servants, embassy employees, and business 

people. 
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1 A.H.D. Ross, Ottawa Past and Present (Ottawa: Musson, 
1927) , p. 97. 
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7 Ibid., Building Permit No. 10364, 1940. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: March 1975 

Geo code: 06107001300195 

City: Ot tawa 

Address: 195 N i c h o l a s S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Ti t le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1883-1884 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: P r o b a b l y Horace C. O d e l l , b r i c k mason 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: Horace C. O d e l l , b r i c k mason and b r i c k 
ya rd owner a s , a g i f t for h i s son C l a r e n c e O d e l l 

Notable subsequent owners ar*T reason IdenAï ï ed : B r u n o R o b i l l a r d / s t onemason , 
son of Honore R o b i l l a r d . I t was l a t e r owned by B r u n o ' s son Mathew. 
Now,owned by. N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l Commission. 
Notable type dt occupants: S o n s Q f p r o m i n e n t m e n i n Ottawa c o n s t r u c t i o n 
Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: i n d u s t r y 

Building use: o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building mater ia l : B r i c k 

Alterations : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

ve randah on n o r t h s i d e 1895 
c o n v e r s i o n of c a r r i a g e c . 1910 
shed 
addition of acoustic -men .., c. 1967 
tile 
Comments:interesting example of Second Empire style. 
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195 Nicholas Street Ottawa 

This house is a one and one half storey brick dwelling located 

at the intersection of Waller and Nicholas Streets. It 

is a most interesting example of the Second Empire style 

of architecture built in Ottawa in the late nineteenth century. 

Other examples, now destroyed, are Ottawa's second city hall 

(1877) (see Fig. 1) and the Russell Hotel. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

obtained in 1826 by the Ordinance Department as part of 

the canal reserve. The lot on which the building now stands 

was part of a parcel of land not needed for the canal 

and was created in 1867 and sold to Willian Kehoe. Kehoe 
2/ sold the property in 1883 to Horace C. Odell, ' an Ottawa 

brick mason who owned a brick yard. Odell built the house 

3/ as a wedding present for his son, Clarence. ' Clarence 

Odell lived here until 1903 by which time he had become 

4/ president of the Ottawa Cord and Tassell Company. 

The house remained vacant until 1904 when it was sold 

5/ to Bruno Robillard, son of Honore Robillard and partner 

in his father's firm of stonemasons. In the 1930s Bruno's 

son Mathew Robillard set up practice in the house as a physician 

and remained here until 1961 when the house was sold to 
6 / 

Blanche I. Viau. ' The house was then used as a rooming 

house and changed owners twice more before being sold to 
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7/ 

the University of Ottawa in 1967. ' It was occupied by 

the department of music who added the acoustical tile to 

the ceiling and extra doors. The house has been vacant 

for the last few years. Threatened with demolition, it 

has just recently (1975) been acquired by the National Capital 

Commission. 

Alterations to the house appear to have been minimal 

(see Fig. 2). A verandah on the Nicholas Street side of 

the house is believed to have been added around 1895. The 

wing at the north end was originally the carriage shed and 

is thought to have been converted around 1910. 



130 

Endnotes: 

1 CIHB, Group 'D1 Docket, "195 Nicholas Street." 

2 Ibid. 

3 Barbara Lambert, "Old house a standing museum", Ottawa 
Journal, 18 July 1970. 

4 Ottawa City Directory (Toronto: Might, 1903). 

5 CIHB, op. cit. 

6 Ibid. 

7 Ibid. 



Figure 2: 195 Nicholas Street 



Figure 1: Ottawa's Second City Hall, Public Archives 
of Canada, PA 9024' 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: May 1975 

Ceocode: 06107001700500 

City: Ot tawa 

Address: 500 Wilbrod S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1901-1902 

Architect: j . w . H . W a t t s , R . A . C . , F . R . A . I . C . 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner: Andrew W. F l e c k , b roke r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 
S e n a t o r Norman P a t e r s o n , g r a i n m e r c h a n t , owner of G r e a t 

Lakes s h i p p i n g company 
Notable type of occupants: 
Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building material : S tone 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature n a t e A«.*V.<...... „ ,-,. i= . c c e -i one Architect Builder a l t e r a t i o n of tower roof a f t e r 1905-. 
a d d i t i o n of sun room 1946 
e l e v a t o r 1948 
new ground f l o o r b a l c o n y 1953 

Comments: T h i s house was one of t h e l a s t g r e a t r e s i d e n c e s t o be 
c o n s t r u c t e d in t h e Sandy H i l l d i s t r i c t of O t t awa . 
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500 Wilbrod Street Ottawa 

This large two and one half storey stone residence is built 

in the Queen Anne style and is located on the south side 

of Wilbrod Street at its eastern end. The house was one 

of the last great residences to be built in the Sandy Hill 

district of Ottawa. 

Sandy Hill, the area in which the house is located, 

was originally the property of Louis T. Besserer (b. 1785), 

a Quebec City notary who had served as an officer in the 

War of 1812. In recognition of his services Besserer was 

in 1828 "granted 'a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 

miles from anywhere'; now bounded by Rideau Street, the 

Rideau River, Laurier Avenue East and Waller Street, and 

known to Ottawa people as 'The Sandy Hill District'". ' 

Besserer did not arrive in Ottawa until ten years later 

as he had been serving as a Member of the Legislative Assembly 

2/ for Lower Canada, ' but when he did he proceeded to have 

his land surveyed for building lots. The greatest period 

of development for the Sandy Hill area was shortly after 

Confederation when it became a fashionable residential district 

for politicians and senior civil servants. 

The present site of 500 Wilbrod was sold by Louis Besserer's 

widow in 1867 to the Sisters of Charity but it remained 

a vacant lot until after it was sold in 1900 to Andrew W. 
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Fleck. ' Andrew Walker Fleck (b. 1848) had just moved to 

Ottawa from Montreal where he had been for 21 years secretary-

4/ treasurer of the Canada Atlantic Railway. ' He was connected 

with the family of John Rudolphus Booth, the Ottawa lumber 

magnate, both through marriage and by his dealings with 

the railway, of which Booth was a director. In Ottawa, 

Fleck engaged in the brokerage business. 

Probably around 1901 he commissioned the prominent 

Ottawa architect J.W.H. Watts to design a house for his 

newly acquired Wilbrod Street property. Watts was born 

in England in 1850 and trained as an architect there before 

immigrating to Canada in 1874. He came to Ottawa where 

he was associated with the architectural branch of the federal 

government and was for 15 years assistant architect for 

the Department of Public Works. In 1880 he was director 

of the National Gallery. He left government service in 

5/ 1897 to establish a private architectural practice in Ottawa. ' 

The Fleck family occupied the house until 1942 when 

it was taken over by Senator Norman M. Paterson. He was 

born in Portage La Prairie Manitoba in 1883. He entered 

the grain business with his father in 1903 and later organized 

a steamship company on the Great Lakes. He was appointed 

to the Senate in 1940.6' 

Alterations to the house appear to have been mostly 

in the form of additions rather than alterations. An early 

photograph of the exterior of the house shows the tower 
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to the east of the front porch having a doomed roof instead 

7/ of the present conical roof ' (see Fig. 1). The single 

storey sun room was added to the east side of the house 

in 1946 at a cost of $5,000.00.8// An elevator was added 

in 1948 ' and in 1953 a new ground floor balcony was built. 
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1 A.H.D. Ross, Ottawa Past and Present (Toronto: Musson, 
1927) , p. 97. 

2 Lucien Brault, "Besserer Got Sandy Hill As Reward for 
Service", Ottawa Journal, 30 October 1963. 

3 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, "Besserer Book II," 
p. 514. 

4 The Canadian Who's Who (Toronto: Musson, 1910), p. 80. 

5 Ibid., p. 233. 

6 The Canadian Parliamentary Guide, 1973 (Ottawa: n.p., 
1973), p. 152. 

7 Canadian Architect and Builder, XVIII, no. 210, June 1905. 

8 City of Ottawa, Building Permit number 415, 1946. 

9 Ibid., Building Permit number 3426, 1948. 

10 Ibid., Building Permit number 14272, 1953. 



Canadian Inventory of H i s to r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion: P o s s i b l y 1867 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bui lder : Unknown 

Craftsmen (L is t Type) 

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: W i l l i a m s M. B e a t t i e , p l a s t e r e r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

H o n o r e R o b i l l a r d , s t o n e mason 

Notable type of occupants : t e n a n t s and l a t e r o w n e r s , c i v i l s e r v a n t s 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Buildinc use : ^ • J *_ • n • n J -i -i • 
h R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bui ld ing m a t e r i a l : uv^^h-

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i tec t Builder 

Comments: P r o p e r t y o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of t h e B e s s e r e r E s t a t e 

H i s to r i an : c . J . T a y l o r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 1 8 0 0 4 5 1 

c i t y : O t t a w a 

Address: 4 5 1 B e s s e r e r St. 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 

P h a s e I 
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451 Besserer Street Ottawa 

This is a two storey single dwelling located on lot 38 on 

the north side of Besserer Street (originally St. Paul's). 

The property on which the house is situated was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of this service Besserer was in 1828 "granted 'a tract of 

sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere'; now bounded 

by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue East 

and Waller Street, and known to the people of Ottawa as 

'The Sandy Hill District'". ' Besserer did not arrive in 

Ottawa until ten years later as he had been serving as a 
2/ Member of the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada; but 

when he did he began to have his land surveyed for building 

lots. The Sandy Hill District did not attract significant 

settlement, however, until after Confederation, when it 

became a fashionable residential area for politicians, senior 

civil servants, and diplomats. 

Lot 38 Besserer north was sold by Margaret Besserer 

3/ in 1863 to Thomas B. Prentice. ' The selling price of $80.00 

suggests that, at this time, there was no building in existance. 

Prentice sold the lot the following year to William M. Beattie, 

a plasterer, who, in 1867, took out a mortgage, probably 

4/ to build the present house. Beattie may have lived in 
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the house at the beginning, but by 1875 he was renting it 

5/ to two brothers, Eugene and J.M. Têtu, both civil servants. 

Beattie's mortgage was foreclosed in 1879, and the house 

was taken over by Almira Foley who had held the mortgage. ' 

The next year the house was sold to John S. Butterfield, 

and in 1901 it was sold to the stonemason Honore Robillard. 

During this time the house continued to be rented. 

The Têtus lived here until about 1882, after which the building 

was rented to L.N. Fortier, another civil servant. Fortier 

lived here seven years and was then followed by Isadore 

Cote (1891-1903) and Joseph Langlois (1904), both civil 

servants. In 1905 the buildng was rented to Frederick H. 

8/ Paget, chief clerk with the Department of Indian Affairs, ' 

9/ who bought it in 1907. Paget lived here until 1932 after 

which time it was again rented. A number of civil servants 

occupied the house as tenants until 1944 when it was sold 

to Carl. F. Yallean / who moved in with his family. The 

house was sold again in 1959 to Catherine and John Dickson 

who lived here briefly before selling in 1961 to Louis Audette, 

the present owner and tenant. 

There have not been any documented changes to this 

building. 
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1 A.H.D. Ross, Ottawa Past and Present (Toronto: Musson, 
1927) , p. 97. 

2 Lucien Brault, "Besserer Got Sandy Hill as Reward for 
Service", Ottawa Journal, 30 October 1963. 

3 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, "Besserer Book I", 
p. 99. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Ottawa City Directory, 1875 (Ottawa: A.S. Woodburn, 
1875). 

6 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 

7 Ibid. 

8 Ottawa City Directory, 1905 (Toronto: Might, 1905). 

9 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 

10 Ibid. 

11 Ibid. 



Canadian Inventory of H i s t o r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Bui ld ing Report 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : 1 8 7 3 - 1 8 7 4 

A r c h i t e c t : D a v i d E w a r t 

Bu i lde r : Unknown 

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: D a v i d E w a r t , a r c h i t e c t , D .P .W. 

Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d : 

R o b e r t M. O g i l v i e , a r c h i t e c t w i t h D e p a r t m e n t of I n d i a n A f f a i r s 

Notable type of occupants : a r c h i t e c t s 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building u s e : R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature nA( .p A . _ 

Utite A r c h i t e c t Bui lder 

Comments: Home of D a v i d E w a r t , a r c h i t e c t of R o y a l C a n a d i a n M i n t , 
D o m i n i o n A r c h i v e s (now t h e War Museum) , t h e C o n n a u g h t 
B u i l d i n g , and t h e V i c t o r i a M e m o r i a l Museum. 

Historian C ' J - T a y l o r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 1 8 0 0 4 6 4 

City: O t t a w a 

Address: 464 B e s s e r e r S t . 

Building Name: 
( i f impor tan t ) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I 
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464 Besserer Street Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick veneer house located 

on the south side of Besserer Street (formerly St. Paul's). 

The property on which the house is situated was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of his services, Besserer was, in 1828, "granted 'a tract 

of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere'; now 

bounded by Rideau Street, the Rideau River, Laurier Avenue 

East and Waller Street and known to the people of Ottawa 

as 'The Sandy Hill District.'" ' Besserer did not arrive 

in Ottawa until ten years later as during that time he had 

been serving as a Member of the Legislative Assembly of 
2/ Lower Canada. Soon after his arrival he had his land 

surveyed for building lots. Sandy Hill did not really begin 

to be settled, however, until after Confederation when the 

area attracted the homes of senior civil servants, politicians, 

and diplomats. 

The first recorded sale of the lot known as 464 Besserer 

3/ was in 1873 when Richard Gavin sold it to David Ewart. 

Ewart was an architect with the Department of Public Works 

and was responsible for designing the Royal Canadian Mint, 

the Dominion Archives (now the War Museum), the Connaught 

4/ Building, and the Victoria Memorial Museum. ' He took out 
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a mortgage shortly after buying the lot and had his house 

built by 1874. 5/ Ewart lived here until 1890, after which 

he rented his house to a succession of tenants, most of 

whom were civil servants. 

In 1905 the house was sold to Andrew L. Ogilvie who 

did not live here but rented it out until transferring the 

property to Robert M. Ogilvie, an architect with the Department 

of Indian Affairs, in 1906. The Ogilvies lived in the 

house after this date until 1920 when it was again rented 

out. 7/ 

Mary and Robert Fraser bought the property in 1923 

8 / and lived there until 1929 when they sold to the Kehoe family. 

The Kehoes, Agnes, Gertrude, and Louis, lived here until 

9/ selling in 1956. ' The next owner was William Derham who 

occupied the house until 1967 when the house was sold to 

the Caris family. / The Caris family lived here from 1968 

until 1974 when the sold to Gerald W. Doucet, the present 

11/ owner. 
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Canadian Inventory of Hi3toric Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: c . J . Tay lo r 

Date: A p r i l 1975 

Geocode: 06107002600138 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 138 S t . P a t r i c k S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction! 1832 

Archi tect : Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or ig inal owner: P o s s i b l y Dr. J e r i m i a h McCarthy 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 
F l a v i e n Rochon, wood s c u l p t o r . Owned t o d a y by N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 

Commission 
Notable type of occupants: Working c l a s s 

Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building mate r i a l : 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature K Date Architect Builder 
new roof b e f o r e 1878 
a d d i t i o n , r e a r -
k i t c h e n & bathroom between 1851 and 1878 
i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s 

Comments: One of t h e o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g houses in t h e c i t y . R a r e , 
w e l l - p r e s e r v e d example of e a r l y w o r k i n g - c l a s s Lower 
Town h o u s i n g . 
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138 St. Patrick Street Ottawa 

This house, although modest in appearance, has great architectural 

importance as a rare well-preserved example of early working-

class Lower Town housing. The building also has some historical 

improtance as the former residence of Flavien Rochon, a 

talented nineteenth-century Ottawa wood carver whose work 

may be found in the Notre Dame Basilica. 

Lower Town, the area in which the house is located, 

is one of the oldest parts of Ottawa. It was originally 

known as parts of lots A and B in Concession C in Nepean 

Township. These lots were granted by the Crown to Jacob 

Carmen in 1802. / They comprised the area now bounded by 

Bronson Street, the Rideau River, and Rideau and Wellington 

Streets. In 1812 this land became the property of Thomas 

Fraser whose son sold it to Lord Dalhousie, Governor of 
2/ 

British North America, in 1823. ' 

The property began to be populated after the commencement 

of the Rideau Canal in 1826. Lieutenant-Colonel John By reserved 

Barrack Hill (now Parliament Hill) for military purposes 

and designated a village site on either side: Upper Town, 

immediately to the west, and Lower Town, now bounded by 

Clarence Street, Rideau Street, Sussex Drive and the Ottawa 

River. Lower Town was originally part of a swamp, but By 

drained the area in 1827 and proceeded to have building 
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3/ lots surveyed. Some of the many tradesmen and labourers 

working on the canal began to settle here while the gentry 

tended to settle in Upper Town. Land speculation caused 

By to lease lots rather than grant them freehold. 

Bytown, which included both Lower Town and Upper Town, 

was incorporated in 1847. The administration of leased 

lots in Lower Town, however, was still the responsibility 

of the British Ordinance Department and was known as the 

Ordinance Reserve. This property was transferred to the 

Province of Canada in 1856 and was later the responsibility 

of the Ordinance, Admiralty and Railway Lands Branch, Department 

4/ of the Interior. 

The legal description for 138 St. Patrick Street is 

the east half of lot 3, St. Patrick Street South; however 

the original patent to the house describes the property 

as the west half of lot 3. ' This flaw in the original 

title description causes some difficulty in tracing the 

ownership before 1891. Documents in the possession of Mrs. 

Aurelienne LaFrance, however, establish ownership of the 

house back to Louis Rainville who sold the house and transferred 

the lease on the property to Philibert Bastien in March 

1848 for the sum of 50 pounds. "The Rent Roll of the Bytown 

Estate and Carol Lands" indicates that the whole of lots 

3, 4 and 5, St. Patrick Street South was originally let 

in 1829 by Lieutenant-Colonel By to Dr. Jeremiah McCarthy. McCarthy 

leased these lots until 1833 when they were taken over in 
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1833 by Louis Rainville. These same Ordinance Department 

records shown that in 1849 Philibert Bastien was paying rent 

on the west half of lot 3 while Louis Rainville was still in 

6/ control of the east half; / so we must assume that the confusion 

in the property description existed at this time. 

Philibert Bastien leased the property until June 1853 

when it was transferred to Flavien Rochon, whose wife had 

been Marie-Louise Bastien. Rochon died in 1897 leaving the 

house to his wife. She survived him by only three years 

and bequeathed it to her daughter Josephine on the condition 

that she look after her sister, Clothilde. Clothilde Rochon 

lived in the houseuntil 1940 when it became the property 

of Alice Bélanger with whom whe had spent her later years. 

Various tenants occupied the house and in 1960 Alice Bélanger 

7/ left it to her niece, Aurelienne Bélanger Lafrance. ' The 

house was acquired by the National Capital Commission in 

1965. 

Although the house itself is similar in type to the 

kind of house first erected in Lower Town, documentary evidence 

regarding its construction is scarce. We cannot even be 

sure if the veneer sheaths a wooden frame or a squared log 

type of construction. We can assume that Louis Rainville 

sold a house on this site in 1848 and that this is probably 

the one existing now. Architectural evidence such as the 

trim around the windows and doors, would suggest that the 

house was built in the 1840s. At this time the house would 

have consisted of the front rectangular section 
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without the rear wing. It would have contained a living 

room and kitchen on the ground floor and sleeping space 

upstairs. A plan of Bytown for 1832 shows a house on this 

site after a similar plan for the preceding year showed 

8/ none, ' so it is possible that the house dates back, at 

least in part, to 1832. This supposition is substantiated 

by the fact that the floor for the front part of the house 

is supported on cedar logs which are still covered in bark. 

It is possible that these logs date back to the original 

cedar swamp in Lower Town. 

Sometime after the house was built, but before 1878, 

a new roof was put on. The original rafters can still be 

seen where they were sawn off at the wall plates. It is 

not known whether the original roof contained dormers, but 

the second roof contained four, two at the front and two 

9/ at the back. Also, between 1851 and 1878, ' a rear addition 

was made to contain a kitchen on the ground floor and another 

bedroom above. This necessitated the removal of the two 

rear dormers. The door to the new bedroom actually uses 

the structural opening for one of the old dormers. That 

there was originally a fireplace on the west side of the 

house is suggested by a brick chimney which still remains. 

The fireplace itself, however, has been covered up. There 

is nothing inside the house which is obvious as the work 

of Flavien Rochon. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Building Information 

Date of Construction4. 1849 

Architect : P r o b a b l y F a t h e r D. Dandurand 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Histor ianCJ . Tay lo r 

Date: A p r i l 1975 

Geocode: 06107002600143 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 143 S t . P a t r i c k S t . 

Building Name: A r c h b i s h o p ' s 
(if important) P a l a c e 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Name and occupation of or ig inal owner: Roman C a t h o l i c D iocese of Ottawa 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Notable type of occupants : Pr i e s t s and a l l a r c h b i s h o p s of Ottawa 

Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

o r i g i n a l - R e l i g i o u s ; o t h e r ( r e s i d e n c e for p r i e s t s ) 
Building use: p r e s e n t - R e l i g i o u s ; o t h e r ( a r c h b i s h o p ' s r e s i d e n c e 

and o f f i c e s ) 
Major building material : S tone 
Alterat ions : 

i T n ^ r IBS?" Fathe^&'and 
roof added 
wing joining east end of 
bldg. to cathedral -- Father Dandurand 
Wing added to west end 1897 L.Z. Gauthier, Montreal André 

^ i-u ^ T ->r>An Charlebois 

Passageway to Cathedral 1949 
Comments: One of the oldest surviving buildings in Ottawa. 
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143 St. Patrick Street Ottawa 

The Archbishop's Palace, situated adjacent to Notre Dame 

Basilica, is a two and one half storey stone building with 

a mansard roof. It was built in 1849 / to house the Bishop 

and later the Archbishop of Ottawa but now stands vacant. 

One of the oldest surviving buildings in Ottawa, it is to 

be restored by the National Capital Commission and will 

resume one of its former functions as a diocesan office 

building. 

The building occupies lots one and two on the north 

side of St. Patrick's Street. These were rented from the 

Ordinance Department as part of a church site in 1831. 

2/ The land was purchased in 1855. ' 

The Association of 4,000 had intended a presbytery 

to adjoin the new church proposed in 1839 but this idea 

was abandoned with the adoption of the proposal to lengthen 

3/ the church in 1843. ' Father Telmon, an architect, arrived 

from France in 1844 to supervise the building of the church 

and revived the idea of a presbytery. The following year 

he built a small wooden structure near the church. This 

proved unsatisfactory and in 1847 a stone house on Sussex 

4/ Street was rented to accommodate the priests. ' Father 

Telmon was recalled to France in 1848 and was succeeded 

in his post as parish priest by Father Dandurand, also 
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5/ an architect. ' Father Dandurand's arrival coincided with 

the consecration of Monsignor Bruno Guigues as bishop of the 

newly created Diocese of Ottawa. The installation of a 

bishop in Ottawa made the construction of a more suitable 

residence for the clergy imperative, and Father Dandurand 

probably drew up the plans for the Bishop's Palace which 

was begun in May, 1849. / It was finished at the end of 

that year and was occupied by the bishop in May, 1850. 

At the time that Father Dandurand added the choir loft 

to the Cathedral in 1863, he also lengthened the Bishop's 

7/ Palace by 17 feet and added a tinned metal roof. Sometime 

after this a wing joining the east end of the building to 

the cathedral was added, probably also under the direction 

of Father Dandurand. ' 

His Excellency, Joseph Thomas Duhamel became the first 

archbishop of Ottawa in 1888, and the building became the 

Archbishop's Palace. A wing was added to the western end 

of the building in 1897. The architect was L.Z. Gauthier 

of Montreal, and the principal contractor was André Charlebois 

9/ of Ottawa. ' Two thousand dollars were spent in 1949 on 

the passageway between the Archbishop's Palace and the Cathedral. 

The architect Hazen Sise drafted a memo to the National 

Capital Commission in 1969 in which he described the interior 

of the Archbishop's Palace: 

The ground floor of the interior of the Archbishop's 

Palace seems to have been altered many times. Here 
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are offices, reception and conference rooms and the 

residential suite of the Archbishop /across the west 

end/. The two upper floors are like a hotel: central 

corridors with the bedrooms /some sitting rooms/ and 

bathrooms of the priests of the Archdiocese opening 

off them. It would take considerable expert study 

... to determine how much of the wood trim is original. / 

The National Capital Commission has provided for 1.7 

million dollars to be used by the Archdiocese for renovating 

the Archbishop's Palace. Plans call for the demolition 

of the east wing and the fitting out of offices in the rest 

of the building. 
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Histor ian: C . J . T a y l o r 

Date: J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 2 8 0 0 5 0 7 

City: O t t a w a 

Address: 507 C o o p e r S t . 

Building Name: 
( i f important) 

« r - ^ . . „. C . I . H . B . 
Source of T i t l e Photo : 

P h a s e I 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: S a m u e l S m a l l w o o a . a r m o u r e r , 
M „ , , . D e p a r t m e n t of M i l i t i a and s m a l l - s c a l e d e v e l o p e r 
Notable subséquent, owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s : 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

T h i s b u i l d i n g was c o n s t r u c t e d a s an i n v e s t m e n t by 
Comments: Samue l S m a l l w o o d , a s m a l l - s c a l e d e v e l o p e r . I t i s 

p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n s i z e and m a t e r i a l s 
i n t h i s , t h e l a s t of t h r e e b u i l d i n g s be b u i l t 1888—92 
i n d i c a t e s a c h a n g e i n O t t a w a b u i l d i n g p a t t e r n s d u r i n g 
t h e f o u r y e a r p e r i o d . 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t i on : 1892 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bu i lde r : Unknown 

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type) 

„ . . , , R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
Building u s e : 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : W o o d 

Al t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature n ^ e . L J 

D a t e A r c h i t e c t Bui lder 
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507 Cooper Street Ottawa 

Located on the northeast corner of Cooper and Lyon Streets, 

507 Cooper is a one and one half storey wooden frame dwelling. 

It is a very late example of building in the Classical Revival 

style. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By which, along with the estates 

of Nicholas Sparks and Louis Besserer, was one of the most 

important parcels of land in the development of 19th century 

Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all the land south 

of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside 

Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. ' Most 

of this land was originally the property of Grace McQueen 

2/ 
who sold to By in 1832. All of the vacant lands in the 

By estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, Robert 

3/ Blackburn, and Charles Magee. ' These men, all prominent 

local capitalists, formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold 

Association of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area. 

The Freehold Association did not promote building. Instead, 

it acquired land, had it surveyed for building lots and 

then sold it to people who would build. Most of the lots 

in what is now centre town were originally sold by James 

MacLaren or the Freehold Association of Ottawa in the 1880s 

and 1890s. 
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Often the Freehold Association sold to a person intending 

to build his own house or have one built for him. There 

were, however, sub-developers, builders who bought up lots, 

erected houses on them and then sold within a year or two. 

Samuel Smallwood was a very minor developer. He bought 

the large corner lot on the northeast corner of Cooper and 

Lyon Streets from the Freehold Association in 1885 and proceeded 

to have erected three houses on the property which he then 

rented out for a number of years. As Smallwood had a full 

4/ time job as an armourer at the Militia Stores, ' it is unlikely 

that he was the actual builder; rather he probably had them 

built as a source of investment. Two of the houses were 

completed in 1888, but number 507 was not finished until 

5/ 
four years later. ' The two houses to the east of number 

507 are markedly different, being two and one half storey 

brick structures. 

The three houses were rented out by Smallwood and his 

family until 1922. Number 507 was first occupied by Edward 

Bourcier, a salesman, who lived in the house until 1904. 

The next tenant was William R. Snow, a foreman with the 

Martin-Orme Piano Co., followed by James Jones in 1914, 

6 / 
a machinist with the Ottawa Electric Co. ' 

The corner house was sold by the estate of Samuel Smallwood 

7/ in 1922 to John Scissons. ' The Scisson family lived in 

the house until 1935 when they moved and rented the house 

out. Ernest V. Cowick, a sales manager for a dairy company, 
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8/ lived in the house until 1958. ' Cowick was followed by 

Gerald A. Richards, a route salesman for the Borden Co. 

He lived in the house until 1962 when he was succeeded by 

9/ Donald N. Golden, a Post Office clerk. ' In 1964 the house 

was sold to Gerard and Theresa André, the present owners. / 

There is no record of any significant alterations to 

the interior, and there is no documentation to show that 

the rear wing is original. 
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Histor ian: C . J . Taylo-r 

Date: January- 1975 

Ceocode: 06107002900193 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 193 Cumberland 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: c a . 1862 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of o r ig ina l owner: Abraham R a t h i e r ; c a r p e n t e r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason iden t i f i ed : 

Notable type of occupants: g r o c e r s 

Notable occupants and reason iden t i f i ed : 

„ . . . . o r i g i n a l - M e r c a n t i l e ; s p e c i a l s t o r e or shop and 
Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
., . . . . . . p r e s e n t - R e s i d e n t i a l ; m u l t i p l e w e l l i n g 
Major building inater ial : 
Al te ra t ions : 
Ceneral Nature Date Architect Builder 

a p a r t m e n t made 1907 
s t o r e c o n v e r t e d i n t o 1959 
a p a r t m e n t s 

Comments: Example of combined b u s i n e s s and r e s i d e n c e . 
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193-195 Cumberland Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey stone building located 

on the northeast corner of Cumberland and Water Streets. 

It was for many years used as a grocery store with living 

quarters above but is now divided into three apartments. 

The building is located in Lower Town, one of the oldest 

sections of Ottawa. Lower Town was originally known as 

part of Lots A and B in Concession C in Nepean Township. 

These lots were granted by the Crown to Jacob Carmen in 

1802. The grant comprised the area now bounded by Bronson 

Street, the Rideau River, and Rideau and Wellington Streets. / 

In 1812 this land became the property of Thomas Fraser whose 

son sold it to Lord Dalhousie, Governor of British North 

2/ America, in 1823. ' 

The property began to be populated after.the commencement 

of the Rideau Canal in 1826. Lieutenant-Colonel By reserved 

Barrack Hill (now Parliament Hill) for military purposes and 

designated a village site on either side: Upper Town, immediately 

to the west, and Lower Town now bounded by Clarence Street, 

3/ Rideau Street, Sussex Drive and the Ottawa River (see 

Fig. 1). Lower Town was originally part of a swamp, but 

By drained the area in 1827 and proceeded to have building 

4/ lots surveyed. Some of the many tradesmen and labourers 

working on the Canal began to settle there. In an effort 
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to check land speculation, By advocated that lots be leased 

5/ for a thirty year period instead of being granted. 

Lot 27 on the northeast corner of Cumberland and Water 

Streets was first leased to Hypolite Legrand in 1841. A 

bailiff's report for 1846 notes that Legrand had about eight 

lots in Lower Town with three dwelling houses on them. ' 

He was cautioned against continuing construction on a log 

house on the lot adjoining number 27. This evidence supports 

the view that if there was a building on lot 27 it was probably 

built of wood. 

The lease for lot 27 was reassigned in 1862 to Abraham 

Rathier. The Ottawa City Directory gives his occupation 

as a carpenter but the Day Book for Rents of Bytown Lots 

7/ shows that he had at least four lots in Lower Town in 1849. ' 

It is probable that Rathier erected the stone building on 

the lot as a dwelling and grocery store for himself. 

Rathier had landed in debt in order to invest in neighbouring 

property. He was unable to make the payments and his mortgage 

8/ was foreclosed in 1884. ' The building was then purchased 

by Edward Cooney who sold in 1885 to Charles Goulet, a grocer. 

Goulet used the building as a grocery store and dwelling 

until 1895 when he sold to Alfred Patry. Patry immediately 

sold to Edward Corriveau, another grocer, who occupied the 

9/ building until 1907. Around this time an extra apartment 

was made in the building and rented out. For the next few 

years owners were many. In 1909 David St. Amour had a grocery 

store here. He sold that year to Moses Levin who in turn 
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sold to Joseph Moyneur in 1912. Levin and Moyneur were 

both wholesale grocers who had their business premises nearby; ' 

so it is possible that the Cumberland Street store was leased 

out as part of a retail food chain. 

The building reverted to being owned and operated by 

12/ a grocer in 1914 after it was sold to Arthur Fauteaux. ' 

The store continued to be run by his widow after his death 

in 1916. The widow married shortly afterward a neighbour 

named Edmond Genest. The Genests did not live in the building 

but rented out both apartments. With the death of Octavie 

Genest in 1926, Edmond inherited the building and rented 

13/ out the store. ' In 1959 he had the store converted into 

another apartment by spending $1,000.00 on alterations. 

14/ The ground floor windows were changed at this time. / 

The estate of Edmond Genest sold the building in 1967 

to Gaetano and Rosario Cotrones who continued to rent out 

15/ the apartments in the building. ' They deeded the building 

in 1970 to Pasquale and Lidia Cotrones. 
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Figure 1: Bk/440 - Ottawa - 1832, "Sketch of Bytown 
Ottawa River Founded in 1826". Reduced by 
F. Cattlin. Engraved by J. & C. Walker. 
From the book: The British Dominions in North 
America, By Joseph Bouchette, Esq. ... 
In two volumes. Vol. II. London: Published 
by Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, Green and 
Longman. Paternoster-Row. 1832. 

Public Archives of Canada, National Map Collection 
C84260 
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Building Information 

Date of Construction! 1890-1891 

Archi tec t : John James Browne 
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Craftsmen (List Type) Alexander G a r n e t : masonry.;.. Shore and Ash: 
woodwork; M o n t r e a l B r i d g e d o . : i r o n work; 
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Name and occupation of or ig ina l owner: 
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M e r c a n t i l e ; s p e c i a l s t o r e or shop 

Major building ma te r i a l : B r i c k 
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General Nature Date Architect Builder 

Comments: 
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Date: 197 5 

Geocode: 06107003000040-46 
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Address: 40-46' E l g i n S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
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40-46 Elgin Street Ottawa 

The six-storey brick building on the northwest corner of 

Elgin and Queen streets known as the Central Chambers was, 

when first completed in 1891, one of the most prestigious 

commercial buildings in the city and still remains a distinguished 

edifice on Confederation Square. 

The property on which the building is located was part 

of the estate of Nicholas Sparks which was one of the most 

important parcels of land in the development of early Ottawa. 

Sparks had purchased this estate—consisting of 200 acres 

bounded by Bronson Avenue, Waller Street, Wellington Street, 

and Laurier Avenue—in 1826 from John Burrows. ' Sparks 

began surveying his land for building lots shortly afterward, 

but a large section of his land, 88 acres between Bank and 

Elgin streets, was expropriated by the crown in 1827 for 

proposed canal fortifications. These were never built, 

however, and Sparks regained possession of the land in 1845 

2/ after a lengthy court case. It was probably shortly after 

this date that the Honourable Thomas Mackay purchased the lot 

on Elgin Street between Sparks and Queen. 

Mackay*s heirs sold the property to John George Bell 

3/ in 1867. ' Shortly afterward two two-storey brick buildings 

4/ were constructed —one housing the Evening Journal concern 

with which Bell was connected, and the other housing insurance 

and real estate agents, a land surveyor, engraver, and tailor, 

as well as the office of Hamnet Pinhey, a broker and prominent 
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citizen. ' The property was sold in 1887 to Edward Seybold 

and James Gibson who were partners in the dry goods firm 

of Seybold and Gibson. 

The partners decided on developing the Elgin street 

property and in 1890 commissioned the Montreal architect 

John James Browne to design a large commercial building 

to replace the two existing structures. John James Browne 

was the son of the famous Montreal architect George Browne 

and had a good deal of experience in designing commercial 

7/ and residential buildings in Montreal and Toronto. / The 

masonry was done by Alexander Garnet, the woodwork by Shore 

and Ash, plumbing and heating by Butterworth, and the steel 

8/ girder and iron work by the Montreal Bridge Company. ' 

The building is estimated to have cost $100,000.00. ' 

The Central Chambers was built to contain shops on 

the ground floor and offices above. The highly ornamental 

facade is typical of the late 19th century but remarkable 

in a city dominated by more conservative-looking buildings. 

It is a very early example in Canada of the use of bay windows 

for the better illumination of offices. Plate glass was 

used for all of the many windows in the building. The walls 

are of solid brick supported by steel girders at 14 foot 

centres. All the sashes and internal woodwork are of Tennessee 

white wood finished in mahogany while the floors are maple. 

The building boasted one of the first electric elevators 

in Ottawa. 
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The building's tenants have been predominantly lawyers, 

architects, and insurance and real estate agents. In the 

1890s, however, a number of its offices were given over 

the wholesale lumber firms and the related business of logging 

railroads as represented by the Canada Atlantic Railway 

and the Ottawa and Gatineau Valley Railway. The Department 

of the Interior had an office here in the 1890s which, with 

the exception of the years during the Second World War, 

12/ is the only incidence of federal government use of the building. ' 

Prominent law firms continued to use the building throughout 

the first half of the 20th century. Taylor McVeity, who 

was Mayor of Ottawa in 1914, had his law office here from 

1904 to 1915.13' Harold Fisher, Mayor of Ottawa from 1917 

until 1920, was a partner in the law firm of Fisher, Murphy 

14/ and Sherwood that had offices here between 1910 and 1930. ' 

The architect W.A. Noffke, designer of the post office building 

at the corner of Sparks and Elgin streets, had his office 

in the Central Chambers for many years. By 1950, however, 

the types of business in the building had become much more 

diversified. It was no longer the home of prestigious law 

firms although one or two old architectural firms remained. 

Seybold and Gibson sold the building in 1900 to Central 

15/ Chambers Company which sold to Laurentian Realty in 1912. 

Sun Life bought the building in 1928 and sold to J. Harold 

Shenkman in 1946. He sold to Marquis-Rideau Company 

in 1956, and the building was acquired by the National Capital 

Commission in 1964. ' 
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The only major alterations to the building have occurred 

to the ground floor, notably the amalgamation of two of 

18/ the ground floor stores in 1952. ' A corner entrance door 

has since been converted into a window (see Fig. 1). The 

store fronts, however, remain virtually as they were in 

the 1890s. 
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150 Elgin Street Ottawa 

The Grant House is a two and one-half storey brick building 

in the Italianate style located on the northwest corner 

of Elgin and Gloucester streets. It is a stately example 

of some of the opulent homes built on Elgin and Metcalfe 

Streets in the 1870s. The status of the original owner 

is reflected in the large downstairs rooms, the fine marble 

fireplaces, and the well-proportioned stairway with its 

heavy Victorian newell post. ' The design is attributed 

2/ to Braddish Billings. 

Elgin Street, on which the house faces, was originally 

part of the canal reserve and was consequently not a part 

of any of the great Bytown estates. Development of this 

area lagged behind other parts of downtown Ottawa. The 

lot on which the Grant House now stands was patented by 

John Charles Cochrane in 1872 who sold that same year to 

Henry Hatch. Hatch sold in 1874 to King Arnoldi, the architect 

who designed St. Alban's Church. Arnoldi sold to Andrew 

Young at the end of that year who sold to Maria Grant, wife 

of Dr. James Grant, in 1875. The lot had remained vacant 

up until this time. 

James Alexander Grant (1831-1920) was one of Ottawa's 

most prominent doctors and had a house built to suit 

his position. A graduate of Queen's University, Kingston, 

and McGill University, he moved to Ottawa in 1854 to begin 

his medical practice. He became a member of the Royal College 
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of Physicians, London, and a Fellow of the Royal College 

of Surgeons, Edinburgh. A most distinguished doctor, he 

was appointed physician to the first governor-general and 

treated each successor until 1905. He was elected president 

of the Medical Council of Ontario and was later elected 

president of the Canadian Medical Association. In 1882 

Grant was selected as a charter member of the Royal Society 

of Canada and became its president in 1909. He was elected 

Member of Parliament for Russell, 1867-74, and was an M.P. 

for Ottawa, 1893-96. While in Parliament he introduced 

the original bill providing for the construction of the 

Canadian Pacific Railway. He was knighted by Queen Victoria 

in 1887 in recognition of his scientific and professional 

3/ services. ' 

The University Club of Ottawa rented space in the house 

4/ in 1914 and purchased the house in 1922. ' The building 

was used by the club until 1969 when the property was expropriated 

by the city of Ottawa which planned to demolish the house 
5/ 

to make way for a new express way. The city changed its 

plan, however, and the building remained vacant for two 

years before the ground floor was rented to a restaurant. 

Heritage Canada has rented the upper two floors since 1973. 

The interior has been well kept up although some major changes 

have been made to the ground floor plan. The University 

Club of Ottawa made alterations costing $5,000.00 in 1952, 

and an additional $5,000.00 was spent in 1972 to alter the 

7/ ground floor ' (Fig. I). 
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195 Elgin Street Ottawa 

Historical Report 

The Ottawa Teachers' College was opened in September, 1875. 

It was built at a cost of approximately $60,000 by a Belleville 

contractor, J. Forin. The architect was W.R. Strickland 

of Toronto. Since its completion there have been a number 

of alterations and additions. 

The Ottawa Teachers' College or Normal School was the 

second institution of its type to be established in Ontario. 

In the early 1870s less than 25% of teachers in elementary 

schools had professional training. ' As a result, Egerton 

Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Education, recommended 

in October, 1872, that three normal schools be established 

at Ottawa, Kingston, and London. In view of the lack of 

adequate facilities in the area, he urged that the Ottawa 

2/ school be built first. 

W.R. Strickland, a well-known Toronto architect, prepared 

the plans for the school under the direction of Dr. Sangster, 

formerly Head Master of the Toronto Normal School. The 

building was to contain both a Normal and a Model School. 

The former was to have a frontage of 157 feet facing on 

Elgin Street and to be two and one half storeys high. The model 

school was to be a two storey wing projecting from the rear of 

the Normal School measuring 144 feet in length and 59 

3/ feet in width. ' However, the work undertaken by the contractor, 

J. Forin, in 1874 included only the Normal School section. 
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It was built of Gloucester limestone, and the work was supervised 

4/ by an Ottawa architect, James Mather. The school was 

officially opened on September 22, 1875. ' 

Work was begun on the Model School wing in 1879. The 

year before, Kivas Tully, Chief Architect of the Ontario 

Department of Public Works, had urged that "the erection 

of the Model School would render arrangements of the Normal 

School perfect in every respect". His department had already 

completed modifications of the original plans according 

to suggestions made by the Principal of the Normal School, 

Dr. J.A. MacCabe, and the Department of Education. ' The 

contract for the construction of the Model School was won 

by an Ottawa firm, Messrs. Lyons and Robillard. By December, 

1879 the walls had been completed to the level of the second 

7/ storey windows. The wing was ready for occupation on 

September 1, 1880. During the following decade, a number 

of minor changes were made to the building. / 

Another addition was made in 1891-92. The design by 

the Department of Public Works to provide an assembly Hall 

and classrooms was carried out by an Ottawa contractor, 

J.J. Lyons, under the direction of A.R. Macdonald. This 

new section was also constructed of stone. It was found 

necessary at the same time to improve the heating system, 

and an addition was built to the boiler house located at 

the southeast corner of the Normal School. All work was 

completed by 1892.9' 
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With the exception of the replacement of the building's 

boilers in 1901, no major work was done until 1919. By 

that time there were many complaints that the school was 

badly lit and unsanitary. Consequently the interior of 

the building was re-modelled according to plans prepared 

by the Department of Public Works and a Toronto heating 

and ventilating engineer, Melvern F. Thomas. The boiler 

house was again altered and a new 85 foot chimney erected. 

In the Model school the heavy old trim was removed and new 

lighter woodwork was installed. Classrooms were re-arranged 

and the lighting improved by putting in larger windows. 

Purdy Mansell, Ltd., of Toronto did the heating, ventilation, 

and plumbing work and an Ottawa firm, Taylor and Lackey, 

performed the remaining work under contract. 

During the second World War, the Ontario Government 

leased the school to the federal government for the use 

of various departments. ' Classes were accommodated at 

Elgin Street Public School until 1947 when the Normal School 

was returned to the Province. A considerable amount of 

work was necessary to make the school useable as much of 

it had been divided up for use as offices. The building 

12/ was officially reopened November 19, 1948. ' 

The fate of the Ottawa Teachers' College is now in 

question. During the 1950s and early 1960s it enjoyed 

a steadily increasing enrollment. During the last six 

years, however, the number of students has declined sharply. 
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In December, 1973 there was only one-tenth the enrollment 

13/ there had been in 1967. At the same time, budget cutbacks 

have forced other Teachers' Colleges to affiliate with 

universities. At the moment only three remain—at Ottawa, 

14/ Toronto, and Hamilton. 
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Figure 1: University College, Toronto, CIHB. 
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Architectural Report 

Writing in 1874 in the June edition of the Journal of Education, 

the architect W.R. Strickland described his proposed design 

for the Normal and Model Schools at Ottawa in the following 

words: 

The exterior of the building will be built with Gloucester 

stone, in random, coursed or shoddy work, and Hull 

stone dressings. 

The principal front will have centre and gabled projections, 

and flanking projections with grouped windows. Relieved 

by label mouldings and pilasters, dressed arches and 

jambs. The front ends will be further relieved by base 

sill and string courses and corners in Hull stone. 

The principal entrance will be from the south-east 

side, or front, and will have cut stone steps and landings 

leading to the entrance porch, the doorway being relieved 

by moulded arch and pilasters. 

The students' entrance will be from the eastern and 

western ends. 

The centre part of the building will be carried up 

higher than the adjacent parts, and will be surmounted 

by a belfry; the flanking projections to be surmounted 

by ventilating turrets. 
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The roof will be ornamented by an iron cresting, as 

also the gables, belfrys, and turrets. 

The Model School will be similar in appearance to the 

Normal School, but plainer. 

The boiler room will be situated in a projecting basement 

out side the main walls, near the junction of the two 

buildings, so that the distributing point for the steam 

for heating will be as central as possible. 

The whole building will be well lighted and ventilated, 

every lecture, class, and gallery room to have ventilating 

flues. 

He also described the plans in some detail saying among 

other things that in the Normal School 

The lecture rooms will be situated in a central position, 

with approaches and entrance on either side, so that 

the several classes may be dismissed simultaneously, 

and pass from one room to another, or to their respective 

waiting rooms, without meeting. This arrangement will 

also prevent the sexes from communicating with each 

other during intermission, without its coming under 

the notice of the masters. 

Further, that "The rooms are calculated to afford a minimum 

of 300 cubic feet of air for each student, and 160 feet 

for each Model School pupil". 
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One hundred years later the Schools look very much 

as described by Mr. Strickland; the interiors have been 

altered and renovated, but the exterior design barely touched, 

the major change probably being the removal of ornamental 

iron cresting. 

Strickland designed these buildings in what he termed 

the Norman style of architecture. The Norman or English 

Romanesque was a style development of 11th century England, 

strongly influenced by the architecture of Normandy. Bold 

and heavy in design, its outstanding characteristic was 

the semi-circular arch. 

In the Normal School other typical features of the 

Norman style appear in the design of the central decorative 

gable over the main entrance and those of the side projections; 

the pitch and shape of the roof of the north and south sections 

of the main block of the building; and the chevron detailing 

and short, heavy columns which decorate the archway of the 

front door. 

In addition to these typically Norman details, Strickland 

also used the pointed arch (in the labelled trim over the 

windows and on the belfry and turrets), a feature of the 

Gothic style which superseded the English Romanesque in 

the 12th century. 

Strickland's design for this building may have been 

influenced to some extent by University College in Toronto 

(Fig. 1) which also has a heavy central feature and an accenting 
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change in roof line at each end of the main façade, semi

circular headed, grouped windows, label trim, and chevron 

detailing as a part of the decoration surrounding the round-

headed arched entranceways. He may also have intended that 

it blend with nearby buildings in the area—the 1871 Merchant's 

Bank and the Parliament Buildings, for example. In any 

event it was certainly not modelled on the first Normal 

and Model School, erected in Toronto in 1851, which was 

ostentatiously Classic Revival in detail and mass. 

The Teachers' College now ranks as one of Ottawa's 

rapidly diminishing group of older buildings and as one 

of comparatively few stone buildings in the central part 

of the city. It is well set off by its location and, because 

it is isolated from contemporary high-rise buildings, retains 

a very human sense of scale. This makes it attractive and 

a welcome relief from the towering office buildings which 

are beginning to dominate the Ottawa skyline. The roof 

lines blend very well with the "Chateauesque" roofs made 

mandatory by the late Right Honourable Mackenzie King for 

buildings erected in central Ottawa c. 1935-1955. 



Figure 1: Front elevation, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 2: Side elevation, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 3: Side elevation, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 4: North elevation (partial view), C.I.H.B. 



Figure 5: North elevation, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 6: South elevation, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 8: C.I.H.B. 

Detailed Views 

Figure 7: C.I.H.B. 



Figure 9: C.I.H.B. 

Figure 10: C.I.H.B. 

Detailed Views 
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Appendix A. History of Teacher Education in Ontario, by John 

Osborne (unpublished manuscript, Parks Canada 1974). 

Introduction 

When Egerton Ryerson was appointed Chief Superintendent 

of education in 1844, the government exerted little control 

over the school system in Ontario. Secondary education 

was provided by privately-run grammar schools, whose relationship 

to the government was extremely loose, although they did 

receive a grant based on the number of students enrolled. / 

The balance of their operating cost was made up by tuition 

fees. The legislative origin of this system had been the 

Public Schools Act of 1807 which had called for the establishment 

of eight "Public" or "grammar" schools with a $400 salary 

for the teachers. The sites chosen were Sandwich, Townsend, 

Niagara, York (Toronto), Hamilton township, Northumberland 
2/ County, Augusta township and Cornwall. ' The first such 

3/ school opened at York on June 1, 1807. ' There were subsequent 

grammar school acts in 1819, 1839, 1853, 1855 and 1865, 

and it was only in 1853 that the curriculum was regulated 

4/ for the first time. The right of girls to attend was 

5/ not clearly established until 1869. ' 

Those who could not afford the expense of a grammar 

school education attended common schools established and 

administered by local boards of education. The Elementary 

Schools Act of 1816 had provided funds (based on enrollment) 

to towns building schools, ' but in the first half of the 
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nineteenth century the educational relationship of the two 

school systems remained unclarified. Finally in 1871 the 

Act to Improve the Common and Grammar Schools of Ontario 

established a clear distinction between the elementary or 

common schools and secondary education provided by high 

schools and collegiate institutes (formerly grammar or Public 

schools). / Municipalities were to share in the costs of 

both levels by levying property taxes. Originally it was 

intended that "high schools" should teach English, commercial 

subjects, and agriculture, while "collegiates" would offer 

more academic courses leading to university entrance, but 

this intended separation failed to materialize and a variety 

8/ of courses was offered at both. / 

Early teacher education was very similar across Canada 

in that it was provided largely by the church, not the state. 

The Catholic Church sent a large number of teachers to New 

9/ France before 1763, ' and the Ursuline nuns held special 

classes in teaching methods for novices. Similarly, 

the Church of England sent out teacher-missionaries to New 

Brunswick under the auspices of the Society for the Propagation 

of the Gospel.11^ Before the first "Normal School" for 

teacher training opened in New Brunswick in 1847 there were 

12/ already 500 schools established in the province. But 

there was a great shortage of teachers, and those who did 

exist were largely untrained. Although no specific level 

of formal education was required of teachers, it was necessary 
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for them to obtain a certificate. The manner in which this 

could be obtained varied greatly from place to place. In 

Upper Canada, for example, the Elementary School Act of 

1816 required that each teacher hold a certificate of fitness 

13/ signed by a member of the local Board of Education. ' 

In Lower Canada the Education Act of 1832 required that 

techers be examined by a local board comprising the minister 

or priest, the justice of the peace, and the local officer 

14/ of highest rank. In New Brunswick, where all teachers 

were provided by the Society, certificates could only be 

obtained from the Bishop of London. The qualification in 

this instance required neither academic proficiency nor 

ability to teach but only affadavits attesting the candidate's 

"zeal for the Christian religion, affection for the government 

of the day, and conformity to the doctrine and discipline 

of the Church of England. "15// 

In the early years of the century, however, enlightened 

educators began for the first time to realize the value 

of having knowledgeable and well-trained teachers. Various 

academies in Lower Canada, both French and English, began 

to offer students a higher education taught by exemplary 

methods in order to prepare them for service as teachers. 

One such institution, a school for girls at St. Eustache, 

was called "une véritable école normale". / Another, founded 

in Montreal by the British and Canadian School Society in 

1822, stated in its charter that its primary objective was 
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to "train up and qualify young persons of both sexes to 

17/ supply well instructed teachers." ' In 1826 this school 

had 275 pupils in attendance. 

In 1836 the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada passed 

an act to establish two normal schools, and two instructors 

(one from France, the other from Scotland) were brought 

18/ to Montreal from Europe by Abbé Holmes. ' Unfortunately 

the school lost most of its students and government grants 

during the turmoil of the 1837 Rebellion, but 16 women did 

19/ graduate from the three-year programme in 1839. ' This 

was the first government-controlled normal school in North 

America (the first similar school in the United States opened 

20/ in Lexington, Massachusetts in 1839). ' To qualify for admission 

a candidate had to provide a certificate of good moral character, 

be able to read and write either French or English, be acquainted 

with elementary arithmetic, and have attained 14 years of 

age. The length of the programme, however, proved unpopular, 

21/ and the school was closed in 1842. ' Subsequent attempts 

to revive the project were hampered by denominatinal differences. 

In Upper Canada in 1836 Dr. Charles Duncombe had recommended 

the establishment of four teacher training schools, but 

22/ the idea was shelved for another decade. It was not 

until 1847 that permanent normal school programmes were 

established in Canada West and New Brunswick, followed by 

Nova Scotia in 1855, Prince Edward Island in 1856, and Canada 

23/ East in 1857. In Newfoundland the Methodist church opened 



201 

. . 24/ 

a training school in 1850. ' As evidence of how seriously 

the matter was considered, William Dawson resigned as Superintendent 

of Education in Nova Scotia when the bill to establish a 

Normal School failed to pass in the legislative session 
25/ of 1852-53. Session lengths at the normal schools varied 

considerably, from ten weeks in New Brunswick to ten months 

in Canada East. It was three months in P.E.I, and five 

26 / 
in Nova Scotia and Canada West. ' On the prairies developments 

came more slowly. Provision was made for teacher training 

at the Protestant High School in Winnipeg in 1882, and a 

territorial Normal School opened at Regina in 1893. In 

British Columbia a model school system was organized in 

27/ 
1895, and the first normal school opened in 1901. 

Ontario was the first province to make some degree 

of teacher training compulsory, even if this meant only 

a few months of observation at a county model school. As 

higher education became more common, academic levels required 

of potential teachers were raised, with the result that normal 

schools could devote more time to method and less to content. 

In the twentieth century a minimum of high school education 

plus one year of profesional training has become standard 

for elementary teachers, and university plus professional 

28 / 
training for high school teachers. ' Ontario was the first 

province to provide training for its secondary school teachers 

in 1885.29/ 
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Since 1945 there has been a trend to make teacher education 

a responsibility of the provincial universities. Alberta 

was the first to take this step and closed its Normal School 
30/ in that year. Since then it has been followed by 

Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 

and British Columbia. The remaining provinces still rely 

31/ on Teacher's Colleges or Normal Schools. 

Ontario County and Township Model Schools 

In Ontario in the nineteenth century teachers were divided 

into three groups based on classes of certificates, and 

only the holders of first-class certificates could teach 

in high schools. The lowest class was only temporary and 

resulted from a programme organized primarily at the local 

level. 

The Common School Act of 1843 permitted each county 

to raise a sum (not to exceed B200) in order to establish 

and maintain a County Model School and to provide free tuition 

32/ therein for county teachers. ' It was further stipulated 

in 1846 that teachers in such a school should hold a provincial 

Normal School Certificate, although the Normal School in 

33/ Toronto was not opened until the following year. What 

this amounted to in practice was that an existing school 

was set aside so that potential teachers could attend to 

observe methods of instruction and classroom procedures. 

However, since the teachers to be observed had little or 
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no training themselves, the results were dubious, and by 
*3 A / 

1850 only one such school remained in operation. / 

Despite their failure, Ryerson believed the programme 

served a useful purpose, and he organized a substitute system 

of township Model Schools. By the Common School Act of 

1850 municipal councils were authorized to set aside one 

school in each township as a Model School to be used for 
35/ observation purposes. However, this scheme failed as 

well, partly due to a lack of trained teachers and partly 

due to the apathy of local officials who failed to recognize 

their value. 

The idea lapsed until 1877 when it was revived by the 

new Minister of Education, Adam Crooks. He instituted legislation 

to set apart fifty schools across the province as County 

Model Schools which would provide training leading to a 

third-class certificate. The principal of such a school 

would be required to hold a first-class certificate, and 

the course was to last 14 weeks, from September to December. 

37/ By 1880 there were 47 such schools in operation. Usually 

the largest school in each district was chosen, which then 

received a special grant from the provincial treasury. 

By the same act in 1877 it was ordained that no person 

could become a public school teacher without at least the 

38/ third-class certificate. The basis for admission was 

third-class educational standing, obtained after two years 

at High School, although this was later revised to junior 
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39/ matriculation. ' Subjects of third-class standing on which 

the potential teachers were examined were reading, writing, 

drawing, bookkeeping, English grammar and rhetoric, English 

composition, English literature, history of Great Britain 

and Canada, geography, botany and physics, arithmetic, algebra, 

40/ and geometry. ' During their period at the Model School 

they received lectures on subjects such as school organization 

and management, school laws, and methodology. They observed 

teaching and were also given opportunities to practice in 

front of a class, usually twenty to thirty lessons each, 

under the close supervision and criticism of the Model School 

41/ staff. ' In later years, instruction was also provided 

42/ in music, hygiene, and physical training. ' At the end 

of term each student-teacher was required to sit for a written 

exam set by the Department of Education and to teach two 

twenty-minute lessons before a Board of Examiners. The 

first lesson could be fully prepared ahead of time, but 

the topic of the second was disclosed only forty minutes 

in advance. Those who successfully completed the course 

were granted a third-class certificate by the county which 

43/ entitled them to teach for three years. ' 

At first the programme ran into difficulties as the 

Model School staff could give direct instruction to the 

teachers only before 9 a.m. and after 4 p.m. when they were 

not occupied with their regular classroom duties. This 

necessitated long hours and incurred great dissatisfaction. 
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The situation is summed up by Charles Phillips: "The principals 

were too busy to give proper attention to students, the 

assistants violated in their teaching the pedagogy imparted 

in lectures, the practice teaching was artificial, and the 

students, being forced to cram, graduated with the notion 

that it was their business to see that pupils in school 

44/ were placed under similar compulsion." ' "To alleviate 

the problem, in 1885 the Department of Education made mandatory 

the hiring of an assistant to free the principal at least 

one-half of each day during the session. This meant that 

he could give direct instruction to the student-teachers 

45/ during regular hours." ' 

When the model schools were inaugurated in 1877 only 

46/ 17% of Ontario's teachers had any professional training. ' 

The short course leading to the third-class certificate 

was the most popular of the various training programmes, 

and of the 9,128 public school teachers in 1897 only 41% 

47/ held a first or second class certificate. ' This was a 

serious drawback, for the third-class certificate was valid 

for only three years, and at the end of this period most 

teachers turned to another profession. Only 25% went on 

48/ to Normal School, and thus there was a constant turnover 

of teachers and great educational waste in their training. 

Eventually, in 1907 the number of provincial normal 

schools was raised from three to seven, and the model school 

49/ programme was discontinued. It had never been a great 

success, but during its thirty year history it had turned 

out more than 36,000 teachers.*n/ 
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Ontario Normal Schools 

Although the establishment of a Normal School had been proposed 

51/ in 1836 and again in 1843, no action had been taken when 

Ryerson was appointed as Superintendent of Education. During 

the course of his subsequent European fact-finding tour, 

he visited Normal Schools in Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

London, Paris, and Prussia, and after his return presented 

a "Report on a System of Public Elementary Education for 

52/ Upper Canada." This report gave high priority to the 

establishment of a Normal School and cited European examples 

to show how this would produce better teachers and thus 

better schools. In 1846 the legislature voted the necessary 

funds, and Ryerson secured the services of Mr. Thomas Robertson, 

Chief Inspector of the national Schools of Ireland as principal 

53/ for the proposed Normal School in Toronto. ' As the seat 

of government was at that time in Montreal it was decided 

to use the facilities of the Government House in Toronto, 

54/ which was then unoccupied. ' After a few building alterations 

had been completed, the Normal School opened its doors on 

55/ November 1, 1847 ' with a class of twenty students (soon 

increased to 61). This number was considered encouraging 

as the large Normal School in Albany, New York had opened 

with only 29, and it had been three years before Dublin had 

57/ managed to attract 30. ' The Journal of Education's first 

issue in January 1848 remarked: "It is gratifying to be 

able to state, that there are upwards of forty students 
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in this important institution....The attendance of students, 

58/ during the first session is larger than had been anticipated." ' 

Two sessions were held annually, beginning in May and 

November, although unsuccessful attempts to hold one long 

session of nine or ten months were made in 1849 and again 

59/ in 1875. In order that the Normal School students might 

observe and practise teaching methods, it was also decided 

to open a Model School on the premises. The only available 

space was in the stables; so these were refitted and opened 

on February 21, 1848 with an enrollment of 120 pupils. ' 

It was Ryerson himself who pointed out the rather curious 

coincidence that the National Normal School of France, the 

foremost institution of its kind in Europe, was at that 

time using buildings at Versailles that were formerly the 

stables of Louis XIV.61/' 

The first set of final exams for the student-teachers, 

6 2/ 
held on April 13, 1848, was open to public scrutiny, 

and representatives of various Toronto newspapers attended 

and subsequently had high praise to the new institution. 

The Patriot commented: "We have no hesitation in saying 

that the advancement of the Pupils entitles both Masters 

63/ 
and Scholars to the most unqualified praise." The only 

dessenting voice came from The Globe which felt that although 

the normal school concept was worthwhile, there was still 

room for major improvements. For example, the course should 

be made to last at least three sessions: "The idea, that 
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because a man has been six months at the Normal School, 

64/ 
he is therefore qualified as a Teacher is absurd." ' 

65/ The first session had been open only to men, ' but 

66/ 
the second included 22 women in a total enrollment of 126. ' 

Of this number only 70 were present at the end of term, 

as many had been called away to take charge of schools, 

others had left because of illness or lack of money, and 

67 / 
nine had been dismissed. ' 

In 1849, after rioting had resulted in the burning 

of the parliament buildings in Montreal, the seat of government 

was returned to Toronto and the lieutenant-governor once 

68/ 
again required his residence. The Normal School had 

to find a new location. For the moment they moved to Temperance 

Hall on Temperance Street, / but a permanent site was urgently 

required. The following year the Baldwin-Lafontaine administration 

voted L15,000 to purchase the necessary land and erect a 

70/ 
Normal School and Model School. ' A block of eight acres 

71/ 
was acquired on St. James Square, ' and the corner stone 

was laid by the Governor-General, Lord Elgin, on July 2, 

72/ 

1851. The new building was completed and opened in November 

1852. / In 1858 it was transferred again, / and the old 

building was given to the School of Art and Design, which 
75/ later became the Ontario School of Art. The new quarters 

were spacious, and a visitor from Britain who toured the 

premises was greatly impressed: 
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The Normal School was well worth the visit we paid 

to it. Although not in session we saw the interior 

of the classrooms, and have no hesitation in saying 

that the whole arrangements for the comfort and convenience 

of the scholars and teachers were superior to anything 

to be found in similar institutions at home. The rooms 

were airy and well lighted, and the desks and seats 

were constructed so as to secure the greatest possible 

comfort. 

Admission to the Normal School was open to those 18 

77/ years of age who had obtained second-class academic standing. ' 

After the introduciton of county model schools a third-class 

teaching certificate plus one year's experience were also 

78/ required. ' At first the courses offered were both academic 

and professional, as few students had more than a common 

school education. But the main intention and emphasis was 

given to the professional aspects of being a teacher, as 

Dr. Ryerson points out in his Annual Report for 1867: 

The Normal and Model Schools were not designed to educate 

young persons, but to train teachers, both theoretically 

and practically, for conducting schools throughout 

the Province, in cities and towns as well as townships. 

They are not constituted, as are most of the Normal 

Schools in both Europe and North America, to impart 

the preliminary education requisite for teaching. 

That preparatory education is supposed to have been 
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attained in the ordinary public or private school. 

The entrance examination to the Normal School requires 

this. 7 9/ 

In that year (1867) 24 of 301 applicants were refused 

80/ 
due to their lack of preparatory education. ' With the 

advent of high schools and collegiate institutes the Normal 

School training programme tended more and more towards the 

professional aspects of a teaching career until by 1885 

81/ 
the separation was complete. ' In this regard the Ontario 

system was, at that time, unique. 

The course of studies at the Normal School was extensive 

and included the history and science of education, school 

organization and management, methods of teaching, lectures 

on hygiene and school sanitation, practice in teaching at 

the Model School, and further studies in the subjects of 

the Ontario curriculum: arithmetic, algebra, geometry, 

literature, grammar, composition, history, geography, science, 

nature study, agriculture, art, music, reading, spelling, 

manual training, physical training,household science, writing, 

82/ 
bookkeeping, and manners. The final examinations involved 

both written and practical tests. The 1873 exam included 

such questions as "State the arguments for and against 

giving prizes"; "Discuss the comparative advantages of relative 

and absolute marking"; and "Describe your method of dealing 

83 / 
with pupils who have formed the habit of coming late". 
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In the beginning the Normal School could only grant 

certificates of proficiency, as teaching certificates were 

84/ issued solely by the county Boards of Education. / In 

1853, at the close of the school's ninth session, the new 

teachers were given a certificate which entitled them to 

teach anywhere in the province without any further examination 

by the local authorities. From this time on the county 

Board could issue only the third-class certificate, which 

it continued to do until the model schools passed out of 

existence in 1907. 

In 1875 the curriculum for the first- and second-class 

certificates was formally established. The first-class 

certificate could only be obtained by a more advanced course 

86/ upon completion of the second-class certificate. ' 

The student-teacher's day was a long one, with lectures 

from 9 to 1, 2 to 5, and 6 to 8, in addition to one hour 

87/ per day of observation in the Model School. Saturday 

afternoons were free, but the pace of studies during the 

rest of the week was hectic. The incredible cramming of 

knowledge necessary in such a short period produced an entire 

88/ generation of "slave-driving teachers". ' In 1881 Dr. 

Joseph Workman of Toronto read a paper to the Ontario Educational 

Association entitled "The Morbid Results of Persistent Mental 

Overwork," which documented the disproportionately high rate 

89/ of consumption and mental illness among schoolteachers. 

What the doctor meant by "overwork" he does not specify, 
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but his own paper was over 12,000 words in length. 

Even outside the classroom the Normal School student 

was not free to do as he or she pleased. Although the schools 

were nonresidential, students were permitted to lodge only 

at specified rooming houses which allowed regular inspections 

90/ and would only permit boarders of one sex. / Any irregularity 

of conduct in or out of school resulted in strict discipline, 

and although classes were co-educational, little social intercourse 

91/ was permitted between the male and female students. ' 

One student who was attending the Normal School in 1853 

described the situation as follows: 

We cannot leave our Boarding Houses after 9 1/2 without 

permission from our head Teacher - cannot speak, Bow 

or Winck at one of the Female Students - nor spit about 

the School Rooms or even Prémices occupied by the Buildings. 

Now if we violate the least of the Rules given (and 

some are hard to keep) or fail of being at the Rooms 

at the time the Roll is called we are Expelled without 

farther ceremony - and it can be done if we are not 

able to keep up with our several Classes - a Lady was 

expelled for this - she saw a young Man while in the 

Lecture Room poke his slate Pencil against a Lady by 

the side of whom she was sitting, to call her attention 

for some purpose - it was found out - the Boy was expelled 

for the offence and the Lady for seeing it and not 

92/ informing against him. 



213 

The first suggestion to expand the number of normal 

schools in the province can be traced to a letter from 

Ryerson to the Provincial Treasurer, Alexander Mackenzie, 

dated October 12, 1872. Three new locations were recommended: 

93/ Ottawa, Kingston and London. ' In London a suitable building, 

formerly occupied by the Hellmuth School for Ladies, was 

94/ available for sale, but the price was considered too high. ' 

In Kingston a site was actually acquired, but again no further 

95/ action was taken. In Ottawa, however, the idea was espoused 

by the City Council who set up a committee to investigate 

96/ suitable property. A plot of land at the south end of 

the city was transferred to the government from the By Estate 

97/ for $16,000, 'and Robert Hardy, who had been squatting 

on the land for many years, was induced to relinquish any 

98/ legal claims. The new Normal School was completed in 

1875 and opened in September of that year under principal 

John A. MacCabe, a graduate of the Normal School in Dublin, 

99/ Ireland. The official opening ceremony was not held 

until October 22. ' This was Ryerson's last appearance 

as Minister of Education and he took advantage of the opportunity 

to introduce Adam Crooks, his designated successor. 

For the first three years of its existence the Ottawa 

Normal School held but one session per annum from September 

15 to July 15, and certificates of both first and second 

class were offered. ' In its fourth year of operation 

the first-class course was dropped and two five-month sessions 

held. ' Full-year terms were restored in the period 1908 
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to 1927 and again after 1934. ' An adjoining Model School 

was erected in 1879-80 and opened in the fall of the latter 

year with separate "schools" for girls and boys. ' This 

Model School continued to exist until October 21, 1939 when 

the entire building was taken over for military purposes. 

At that time the Normal School moved to other facilities 

in Elgin Street Public School, although it was returned 

to its original building in November 1948. / 

Additional Normal Schools were built in London in 1900, 

Hamilton, Peterborough and Stratford in 1908, North Bay 

in 1909 thus bringing the total number in the province up 

to seven. / First-class teaching certificates were again 

offered in 1920, but after 1936 the schools provided a single 

course leading to the Elementary School Teacher's Certificate. ' 

Secondary School Teacher Education 

In the first half of the nineteenth century possession 

of a university degree was the only qualification required 

of grammar school teachers, although the profession was 

later opened to holders of first-class teacher certificates 

as well. In 1853 Ryerson advocated the establishment 

of a Model Grammar School, which opened in Toronto in 1858 

with students drawn from across the province. ' School 

terms were arranged so that grammar school masters could 

attend and observe during their annual vacation, but there 

was no discussion of teaching methods, professional training, 

112/ or even practice teaching. The results were questionable, 
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and pupils hard to obtain, with the result that the school 

113/ was forced to close in 1863. ' Attempts were made to 

use Upper Canada College for a similar purpose in 1860 and 

114/ again in 1880, but both were unsuccessful. 

Grammar schools were only vaguely under public supervision 

until 1871, but the rapid growth of high schools and 

collegiate institutes after that date created an increased 

demand for trained teachers. Nothing was done however until 

the School Act of 1885. This legislation, borrowed almost 

entirely from Prussian example, authorized the establishment 

of training institutes to be formed along the same lines 

as the county model schools. / These would offer a fourteen-

week session beginning in September and leading to a first-

class teacher's certificate. The course comprised two weeks 

of preliminary instruction, six weeks of specialized instruction 

in methods of teaching various subjects (to be given by 

the collegiate masters in turn), and then six weeks of observation 

117/ and practice in the classroom. The first such institutes 

to be established were at the collegiates in Hamilton and 

Kingston, both of which admitted eleven teachers-in-training 

in 1885.118// Guelph and Strathroy were added in 1887119^ 

and Owen Sound in 1888. ' However, the scheme was 

unsuccessful and short-lived, as few collegiate masters were 

trained to teach educational methods or the history of education, 

121/ and there were few funds available to support the project. 

The next step was taken in 1890 with the opening of 
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122/ the Provincial School of Pedagogy in Toronto. ' The course 

offered here was similar to the Normal School programme, 

although at a more advanced level, and potential candidates 

were required to hold at least a High School Senior Leaving 

123/ 
Certificate. ' Again the scheme failed to develop as 

it was completely voluntary, and no provision was made for 

124/ practice teaching. In 1895 obligatory certification 

125/ of high school teachers was required for the first time, 

and in 1897 the School of Pedagogy was moved to Hamilton 

under the name Ontario Normal College where it was to work 

126 / 
in conjuction with the Hamilton Collegiate Institute. 

Candidates were required to present a certificate of first-

class literary standing or else be in their fourth year 

127/ of university or already in possession of an arts degree. ' 

The course lasted from the first of October until the end 

of May, and students were required to adhere to the same 

strict regulations regarding conduct and lodgings as their 

Normal School counterparts. Communication between students 

128/ 
of opposite sexes was again prohibited. ' The course 

129/ 
of study involved the usual subjects plus psychology, 

and specialists who held university honours degrees could 

receive certification to teach classics, modern languages, 

. . 130/ and science. 

This system continued in operation until 1907 when 

the training of secondary school teachers was taken over 

by the new faculties of education at the University of Toronto 
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131/ and Queen's. In both cases arrangements were made for 

practice teaching, with Toronto opening its own practice 

132/ school on the premises. In 1920 the course at Queen's 

was discontinued, and the faculty of education at Toronto 

133/ became the Ontario College of Education. ' Additional 

facilities have been added only recently, with the Althouse 

134/ College of Education opening in London in 1965 ' and MacArthur 

College in Kingston in 1967. 
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38-44 Gilmour Street Ottawa 

This building is a two and one half storey red brick dwelling 

with a gambrel roof consisting of four housing units. It 

is located on the south side of Gilmour Street between Salisbury 

Place and MacDonald Street. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By which was an important parcel 

of land in the development of 19th century Ottawa. The 

original By estate comprised all the land south of Laurier 

to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside Avenue with 

the exception of the canal reserve. Most of this estate 

was originally owned by Grace McQueen who sold to By in 

2/ 1832. ' All of the vacant lands in the By estate were taken 

over in 1876 by James MacLaren, Robert Blackburn, and Charles 

Magee, prominent local capitalists. These men formed 

a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association of Ottawa 

to buy and sell land in the area. The Freehold Association 

did not build but acquired land, had it surveyed for building 

lots, and then sold to people who would build. Most of 

the lots in what is now centre town were originally sold 

by James MacLaren or the Ottawa Freehold Association in 

the latter decades of the 19th century. 

The Gilmour Street property was sold by the Freehold 

Association in 1896 to Henry Hardy who owned adjoining land 

4/ on Salisbury Place. Hardy's property was granted to the 
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Reverend Francis Allen in 1901 who in turn sold the Gilmour 

Street lot in 1909 ' to Vivian Bartram of Toronto. ' 

Mrs. Bartram would have initiated the building of this lot 

as the first record of residence here is in the Ottawa 

City Directory, 1911. That year the building was assessed 

7/ at $9,400. The Bartram family sold the property to Marie 

8/ J. Edge of Ottawa in 1927. The property remained in the 

Edge family until 1953 when the heirs divided the building 

in half, selling the two eastern units to Abraham Chalefsky 

9/ and the two western units to John F. Sheehan. ' Sheehan sold 

in 1959 to Charles P. Smith, who sold in 1968 to Donald and 

Marilyn O'Donnell. The O'Donnells sold in 1973 to Zdzislaw 

T. and Elizabeth Kilodziej. Chalefsky sold his half in 

1971 to Gendro Ibarez.10/ 

The original tenants were Herbert N. Awry, a civil 

service clerk, in number 38; Nelson Kerr, a druggist, in 

number 40; Walter C. Gillis, a draftsman, in number 42; 

and George B. Horlock, a sales manager, in number 44. 

The units have remained single family dwellings, and the 

occupations of the different tenants have been a fairly 

homogeneous mixture of civil service and other categories. 

According to City Building Permits, number 44 has been 

the most extensively renovated unit of the group. In 1922, 

$4,500.00 was spent on unspecified changes to this unit 

and a further $900.00 was spent in 1923. ' Fire damaged 

13/ the basement of number 40 in 1935. ' 
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Canadian Inventory of His to r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report 

H i s t o r i a n : C . J . T a y l o r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 3 1 0 0 1 5 5 

Ci ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 155 G i l m o u r S t . 

Building Name : 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I 

Building Information 

Date of Const ruc t ion: 1902 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bui lder : P r o b a b l y Angus F r a s e r 

Craftsmen (L is t Type) 

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: Angus M. F r a s e r , c a b i n e t maker 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants : E a r l y o w n e r s - t r a d e s m e n , l a t e r t e n a n t s 
,. , , , , - w h i t e c o l l a r w o r k e r s 
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building use- o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
present - Resident ia l ; multiple dwelling 

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l : 

Al te r a t i ons : 
General Nature Da te Architect Builder 

converted to apartments 1935 
ground floor bathroom 1955 

Comments: Building is constructed on land purchased for speculation 
by the Ottawa Cottage Association in the late 1880s. 
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155 Gilmour Street Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick building located 

on the south side of Gilmour Street between Cartier and 

MacDonald. Originally a single family dwelling, it is now 

the Parkview Apartments. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which was one of the most 

important parcels of land in the development of 19th century 

Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all the land south 

of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside 

Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. Most 

of this estate was originally owned by Grace McQueen who 

2/ sold to By in 1832. All of the vacant lands in the By 

estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, Robert 

3/ Blackburn, and Charles Magee, ' prominent local capitalists. 

These men formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association 

of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area. The Freehold 

Association did not go in for building, but acquired land, 

had it surveyed for building lots, and then sold to people 

who would build. 

Most of the lots in what is now centre town were originally 

sold by James MacLaren or the Ottawa Freehold Association 

in the 1880s and 1890s. Lots in the eastern, western, 

and southern extremities, however, were not developed until 

later. The present site of 155 Gilmour Street was purchased 

4/ in 1888 by the Cottage Building Association, ' an organization 
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similar to that of the Freehold Association which engaged 

in land speculation. The principal people behind the Cottage 

Building Association were George Brophy, C.A. Douglas, and 

N.D. Porter.5' 

In 1895 the Cottage Building Association sold the Gilmour 

Street lot to Robert Thackray, / who had a planing mill 

in Ottawa. Thackray sold in 1899 to Angus M. Fraser, a 

7/ cabinet maker. He sold in 1902 to William C. May. ' As 

May is the first resident (recorded in the Ottawa City Directory 

of 1903), it is probable that Fraser had the house built 

for him. May was an owner of George May and Sons, saddlers 

8/ and retailers of leather goods. He lived at 155 Gilmour 

until 1934 

The house was sold in 1935 by the heirs of William 

9/ C. May to James A. Marshall, an employee of Bell Telephone. ' 

Marshall did not live in the house but had it divided into 

nine apartments. / Since that time the building has been 

inhabited by civil servants and other white collar workers. 

Marshall owned the building until 1955 when it was 

sold to Anne E. Bahnsen. Maurice Robert bought the building 

in 1964 and sold three years later to John McMahon and Roger 

Appleton. The present owner, Frances Pagani, bought the 

building in 1974. 

Aside from the extensive alterations made in 1935, 

the only other significant alteration recorded was the building 

12/ 
of a ground floor bathroom in 1955. 
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4 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, "By Book V", p. 403. 

5 Douglas and Porter were principally real estate brokers. 
Brophy was a pioneer promoter of electricity in Ottawa 
and a vice-president of the Ottawa Trust and deposit 
Co. See "George Patrick Brophy", in Henry Morgan (éd.), 
Canadian Men and Women of the Time (Toronto: William 
Briggs, 1912), p. 148. 

6 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 
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9 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 

10 Ottawa City Directory, 1936 (Toronto: Might, 1936). 

11 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, "By Book VII", p. 117. 

12 Ibid., Building Permits, 1955. 



Canadian Inventory of H i s to r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report 

H i s t o r i a n : C . J . Tay lo r . 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 3 1 0 0 3 3 2 - 3 3 4 

Ci ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 3 3 2 - 3 3 4 G i l m o u r S t . 

Building Name : 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : 1888 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Builder : unknown 

Craftsmen (L is t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: J o h n L u c y , C i v i l s e r v a n t 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants : t e n a n t s - c i v i l s e r v a n t s and w h i t e c o l l a r w o r k e r s 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building use : R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i t ec t Builder 

A d d i t i o n c a . 1923 
No. 334 c o n v e r t e d t o 1936 

3 apartments 

Comments: This building is constructed on land purchased for 
speculation by the Ottawa Cottage Association in the 
late 1880s. 
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332-334 Gilmour Street Ottawa 

This building is located on the southwest corner of Gilmour 

and O'Connor Streets. It is a two and one half storey brick 

residence built in the Queen Ann Style. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By which was one of the most 

important parcels of land in the development of nineteenth 

century Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all the 

land south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson to 

Riverside Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. ' 

Most of this land was originally the property of Grace McQueen 

2/ who sold to By in 1832. ' All of the vacant lands in the 

By estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, Robert 

3/ Blackburn, and Charles Magee. These men, all prominent 

local capitalists, formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold 

Association of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area. 

The Freehold Association did not build, but acquired land, 

had it surveyed into building lots, and then sold to people 

who would build. Most of the lots in what is now centre 

town were originally sold by James MacLaren or the Freehold 

Association of Ottawa in the 1880s and 1890s. 

In some instances lots were acquired by intermediary 

speculators. One such speculator was the Cottage Building 

Association, an organization similar to the Freehold Association. 

It bought and sold lots in the centre town area in the late 
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1880s and 1890s. Its president was Clifton A. Douglas, 

a prominent Ottawa realtor. The Cottage Building Association 

4/ acquired a number of lots on Gilmour Street in 1888. ' 

It was around this time that a house was erected on the 

corner lot. The City Directory for 1889 shows John 

Lucy, a post office employee, living in number 260 (which 

became 332 after 1896). John Lucy did not actually purchase 

5/ the property, however, until 1892. ' 

Lucy lived in the house until 1896, at which time he 

sold to Emma and William S. Davis. ' The Davis family lived 

in the house until 1906 when they sold to Robert Cowley, 

7/ a school inspector. ' Cowley only lived in the house for 

a year before selling to Emily C. McDonald. ' In 1906 the 

house was known as 284 O'Connor Street. Emily and her husband, 

Kenneth McDonald, of Kenneth McDonald and Sons, seedmen 

and dealers in farm goods and garden supplies, lived together 

9/ . * in the house until 1911 when Kenneth died. ' Emily married 

the Reverend Archibald Cameron, a social worker, in 1913, with 

whom she lived in the house until 1921. / 

The Ottawa City Directory shows Major William H. Ballantyne, 

a physician with the federal government, living in the house, 

although the Registry Office did not record the sale to 

Ballantyne until 1929. ' It is possible that there was 

a substantial addition made to the house around 1923, or 

at least some significant changes made, because the house 

12/ 
acquired another address and tenant in 1924. After this 

date the house was known as both 284 O'Connor Street and 
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344 Gilmour Street. An examination of City of Ottawa building 

permits issued since 1918, however, failed to discover any 

documentation of these changes. The house existed as a 

duplex until 1936, at which time Ballantyne had number 344 

13/ converted into three apartments. ' By this time 284 O'Connor 

was designated as 332 Gilmour. Ballantyne always rented 

to fairly well-to-do civil servants and other white collar 

people. 

Dr. Ballantyne sold the building in 1948 to Victor 

14/ Amaudrut, a civil servant. ' The Amaudruts lived in number 

332, and the tenants in the three apartments continued on 

as before. The Amaudruts sold the building in 1955 to Thomas 

15/ H. Shipman of Thomas Shipman Ltd., realtors, ' and number 

332 was rented out. ' Shipman sold to Fadiva Kalil in 

1956, but Kalil's mortgage was foreclosed a year later, and 

17/ the building was acquired by Bordan R. Corrigan, an engineer. ' 

Corrigan lived in number 332 until 1960 when he rented it 

18/ 20/ 

out. Corrigan sold in 1967 to Fred Schlessinger, 

a chartered accountant, who now uses number 332 as both 

office and domicile. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b u r a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107003200240 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 240 Kent S t . 

Building Name: g t . P a t r i c k ' s 
(if important) Church 

Source of Tit le Pho to : Q . j .H .B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1869-1873 

Architect: Angus tus L a v e r , King A r n o l d i 
Builder: James Goodwin 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: Roman C a t h o l i c D iocese of Ottawa 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: 

Building use: R e l i g i o u s ; chu rch 

Major building mater ia l : S tone 

Altera tions : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

T r a n s e p t s , s p i r e , 1898 
b a p t i s t r y and roof 
changes 
new a l t a r 1902 

Comments: T h i s was t h e f i r s t chu rch b u i l t by E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
Roman C a t h o l i c s in O t t awa . 
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240 Kent Street Ottawa 

St. Patrick's Church is a stone Gothic Revival building located 

on Kent Street between Nepean and Gloucester. It was the 

first church built by the English-speaking Roman Catholics 

in Ottawa. 

The church is situated on seven lots which were purchased 

by the Reverend McGrath, O.M.I., from the executors of the estate 

of John By for the parish in 1864. / The parish, which 

had been formally organized in 1855, had been occupying 

a small stone church on Sparks Street which was far too 

small for the needs of the growing Irish Catholic population. 

Construction of a new church was not commenced until 1869 

2/ under the direction of Rev. John Joseph Collins. ' 

Augustus Laver, of the architectural firm of Fuller 

and Laver, who were the architects of the east and west 

blocks of the Parliament Buildings, was commissioned to 

draw up the plans. For various reasons, however, the church's 

building committee departed more and more widely from his 

specifications as the work proceeded, so that the final result 

had little in common with the original plans. The initial 

construction was underfunded and finally stopped without 

even the shell being completed. By 1872 means were found 

to complete the building, and the work was entrusted to King 

Arnoldi, an Ottawa architect who also designed Christ Church 

Anglican Cathedral, and a local contractor, James Goodwin. 
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The cornerstone was laid that year by Sir John A. Macdonald. ' 

The exterior shell was sufficiently completed by 1873 to 

allow the church to be used, although considerable work 

remained to be done. The church was blessed by Bishop Duhamel 

in 1875. Even then the church was barely finished, as a 

contemporary newspaper article suggests: 

The nave proper is all that has so far been built, 

but in this is included the tower the masonry of which 

has been carried to a height of 110 feet and surmounted 

for the present with a substantial bell cot. ' 

The original dimensions of the church were 120 feet 

by 70 feet, and it was divided into nave and side aisles, 

with large clustered columns, the ceiling being finished 

5/ in wood. ' 

The building was inadequate from the beginning. A 

new furnace replaced the wood stoves in 1881, and in 1885 

the building was enlarged by the addition of a chancel and 

sacristy. The most important additions were proposed in 

1898 by the pastor, the Reverend Matthew J. Whelan. At 

his instigation two transepts, each 40 feet by 16 feet, 

were added, as well as a baptistry measuring 47 feet by 

19 feet. The pews were rearranged to increase the seating 

capacity, and at the same time the pillars were reduced 

in width, providing more room and a better view of the 

sacristy. A spire was added to the tower reaching 198 feet 
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above the ground. The roofs were all covered with galvanized 

iron. Total cost of these renovations was $25,500.00. ' 

The present main altar was installed in 1902. 



243 

Endnotes; 

1 The Historical Committee of St. Patrick's Parish, A 
Historical Sketch in honour of the centennial of the 
blessing of the church" (Ottawa: n.p., 1975) , no pagination. 
(Hereafter Historical Sketch.) 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Free Press (Ottawa), 15 March 1875. 

5 Historical Sketch. 

6 Ibid. 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1878 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: John L e s l i e , j e w e l l e r 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Prime M i n i s t e r s Wilfred Laur ier and William Lyon Mackenzie King 

Notable type of occupants: Pr ime M i n i s t e r s 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: 

o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e dwell ing 
Building use: p r e sen t - E x h i b i t i o n , Audit ion and Spec tab le ; museum 

Major building material : 
Alterat ions: 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

e x t e r i o r of verandah c . 1898 
ex tens ive renovat ion c . 1922 J . C . Sco t t 

of Toronto 

Comments: Home of two Canadian prime ministers, and an example 
of spacious homes being built in Sandy Hill in second 
half of 19th century. 

Historian: c.J. Taylor 

Date: March 1975 

Geocode:0610700 3300335 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 335 L a u r i e r E a s t 

Building Name: L a u r i e r House 
(if important) 

Source of Ti t le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 
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335 Laurier Avenue East Ottawa 

Located on the southeast corner of Laurier and Chapel Streets, 

this two and one half storey single family dwelling is a 

Second Empire example of the spacious homes being erected 

in Sandy Hill in the later 19th century. The house is 

distinguished architecturally by its facade of white brick 

and historically by the fact that it was the home of two 

prime ministers — Wilfrid Laurier and Mackenzie King. The 

house is now a museum. 

The lot on which Laurier House now stands was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer. Besserer was a 

Quebec City notary who had served as an officer during the 

War of 1812. In recognition of his services Besserer was 

in 1828 "granted 'a tract of sandy unproductive land 120 

miles from anywhere'; now bounded by Rideau Street, the 

Rideau river, Laurier Avenue East and Waller Street, and 

known to Ottawa people as 'The Sandy Hill District.'" ' 

Besserer did not arrive in Bytown until 1838 as he had been 

serving as a member of the Legislative Assembly of Lower 

2/ Canada. ' Upon his arrival he took a house on Rideau Street 

and shortly afterward proceeded to have his land surveyed 

for building lots. 



247 

The site of the present building on Laurier Avenue 

East (formerly Theodore Street) was acquired in 1850 by 

3/ John Leslie, who had a large jewellery shop on Sparks Street. ' 

Prominent homes began to be built in the area after Confederation, 

and in 1878 Leslie had the present house built for himself. 

Leslie's legal affairs were managed by the Ottawa lawyer 

and Liberal M.P. R.W. Scott. After Leslie's demise in 1896, 

Scott and his son D'Arcy were entrusted with settling Leslie's 

estate. This included selling the house, and it was D'Arcy 

Scott who suggested selling the house to the newly elected 

4/ prime minister, Wilfrid Laurier. ' 

Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier moved into the house in 

1897. Laurier was responsible for extending the verandah 

5/ to its present dimensions. ' After Sir Wilfrid's death 

in 1919, Lady Laurier continued to live on in the house 

another three years until her death. She bequeathed the 

house to William Lyon Mackenzie King, Laurier's successor 

to the leadership of the Liberal Party. 

Following the passing of the Lauriers almost all their 

furnishings were removed from the house. A group of Mackenzie 

King's friends undertook to renovate the house completely 

before the new prime minister took up residence. A building 

permit for $5,000.00 was issued in 1922 naming the J.C. 

Scott Company of Toronto as the contractor. The hallways 

and several rooms of the house were fitted with elaborate 
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panelling. The third floor was finished off to contain 

a large living room/study, and an elevator was installed 

7/ to provide easier access to this floor. ' 

Mackenzie King moved into the house in 1923 and named 

the dwelling "Laurier House". He lived here until his death 

in 1950, after which the house was bequeathed to the Government 

of Canada. ' 
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Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : P r o b a b l y 1 8 7 1 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bui lder : Unknown 

Craftsmen (L is t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: J o h n A. C a m e r o n , Lumber M e r c h a n t 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 
Wm. H. R o w l e y , p r e s i d e n t of E . B . E d d y ; B e l g i a n Embassy 

Notable type of occupants : P r o m i n e n t p o l i t i c i a n s and l u m b e r m e r c h a n t s 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 
T e n a n t s - J o s e p h Edward C a u c h o n , p r o m i n e n t Quebec p o l i t i c i a n ; 

S i r J o h n A. M a c d o n a l d , w h i l e l e a d e r o f t h e o p p o s i t i o n ; 
S i r F r e d e r i c k W. B o r d e n , p r o m i n e n t Nova S c o t i a p o l i t i c i a n . 

Building u s e : o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
p r e s e n t - G o v e r n m e n t a l ; e m b a s s y 

Major bu i ld ing ma te r i a l : S t o n e 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature 

r e a r wing 
f u r t h e r a d d i t i o n s 
g a r a g e 
i n t e r i o r r e n o v a t i o n s 

Date 
c . 1880 

1 9 1 2 - 1 9 3 4 
1945 
1967 and 1 9 7 1 

Arch i tec t Builder 

Comments: E x a m p l e of t h e t y p e of w e a l t h y r e s i d e n c e c o n s t r u c t e d 
i n S a n d y H i l l a f t e r O t t a w a became t h e c a p i t a l o f C a n a d a . 

H i s t o r i a n : C . J . T a y l o r 

Date: March 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 9 5 

Ci ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 395 L a u r i e r E a s t 

Building Name: S t a d a c o n a H a l l 
(if impoi t an t ) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I 
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395 Laurier Avenue East Ottawa 

This two and one half storey stone building is located on 

the north side and at the east end of Laurier Avenue East 

(formerly Theodore Street). 

The property on which the street is situated was originally 

part of the estate of Louis T. Besserer, a Quebec City notary 

who had served as an officer in the War of 1812. In recognition 

of his service Besserer was, in 1828, "granted 'a tract 

of sandy unproductive land 120 miles from anywhere1; now 

bounded by Rideau Street, the rideau River, Laurier Avenue 

East and Waller Street, and known to Ottawa people as 'The 

Sandy Hill District.'" Besserer did not arrive in Ottawa 

until ten years later, as he had been serving as a Member 

2/ of the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada, ' but he soon 

after began to have his land surveyed for building lots. 

The real settlement of Sandy Hill, however, began after 

Confederation when the area attracted homes of politicians, 

senior civil servants, and foreign diplomats. 

The lots on Laurier east of Cobourg do not seem to 

have been settled until the 1870s. Unfortunately documentation 

is scanty, as this block is not located on the Insurance 

Plan of Ottawa City, 1878, and the deed abstracts for these 

lots are confused and incomplete. Secondary sources maintain, 

however, that the lots which are now designated as 395 Laurier 
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East were bought in 1871 by John A. Cameron, a successful 

3/ lumber merchant, who built the present house. These sources 

also say that Cameron lived in the house until 1875 when 

4/ he rented it to Joseph-Edouard Cauchon. ' Cauchon (1816-

1885) was a lawyer, newspaper editor, and politician from 

Quebec City. He had been mayor of that city and also served 

the government of the Province of Canada between 1851 and 

1862 as Commissioner of Crown Lands and later as Commissioner 

of Public Works. In 1867 he was called to the Senate of 

the Canadian government where he was appointed its first 

Speaker. He resigned this position in 1872 in order to 

sit in the House of Commons. This position he held until 

1877 when he left his Laurier Avenue house to become Lieutenant-

5/ Governor of Manitoba. ' It is said that it was Cauchon's 

wife who named his Ottawa residence "Stadacona Hall" in 

honour of the Cauchons' native city. ' 

Sir John A. MacDonald was the next tenant, living here 

while leader of the Opposition between 1877 and 1883. Macdonald's 

national importance is too well known to be dealt with here. 

He used the present dining room as his office and the present 

kitchen was occupied by Sir Joseph Pope, then private secretary 

to Sir John and later Under-Secretary of State for Canada 

from 1896 to 1909 and after that Under-Secretary for External 

7/ Affairs, 1909 to 1926. / It was probably during Macdonald's 

residence here that the house was enlarged by the building 

of the rear wing. 
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The Camerons moved back in 1883 and remained until 

1900 when the Honourable (later Sir) Frederick W. Borden, M.D., 

Minister of Militia and Defence, moved into the house. 

Borden (1847-1917) was a physician in Nova Scotia before 

entering federal politics in 1874, and he was appointed to 

his cabinet position with the formation of the Laurier 

Administration in 1896. He was knighted in 1902, ' 

Borden rented the house until 1912 when it was bought 

by William H. Rowley, president of the E.B. Eddy company, 

9/ paper manufacturers. ' Like Borden, Rowley (b. 1851) was 

a Liberal from Nova Scotia. / He is probably responsible 

for some of the more modern additions to the building. 

The Rowley family lived here until 1934 when it was rented 

to the French ambassador. / He lived here until 1937 when 

12/ Mrs. Rowley re-occupied the house for one year. ' 

In 1938 the house was taken over by the Belgian ambassador, 

13/ Baron Silvercruys ' and was probably purchased by the Belgian 

government around this time. The Belgians have 

subsequently spent a great deal of money in renovating the 

house, although it is believed that many interior features 

14/ have been retained. The garage was added in 1945. In 

1967 $24,000.00 was spent on alterations to the first and 

second floors,15' and in 1971 $98,000.00 was spent on further 

. . . .. 16/ 
interior renovations. ' 
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Date of Construction: 1874 

Architect: W.T. Thomas 

Builder: George Crain 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: Ottawa School Board 

Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: 

Notable type of occupants: 
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Comments : 



258 

49 Lisgar Street Ottawa 

Historical Report 

Lisgar Collegiate Institute was erected in 1874. It was 

built by a local contractor, George Crain, at a cost of approx

imately $25,000. The building was designed by the prominent 

Montreal architect, W.T. Thomas, and the construction was 

supervised by another architect, Walter Chesterton of Ottawa. 

The school was rebuilt after a fire in 1893 and has been 

extended several times since then. 

Lisgar Collegiate was founded in 1843 as the Dalhousie 

District Grammar School. The Grammar School system had 

been established in 1807, and by 1839 thirteen such schools 

were providing both elementary and secondary education in 

2/ Ontario. In the early 1850s the introduction of entrance 

examinations made them more strictly secondary schools. 

It was not until the passage of the school act of 1871, 

however, that the term High School was introduced. At the 

same time provision was made to classify High Schools having 

at least four masters teaching regularly and having a daily 

average of 60 students studying Latin and Greek as Collegiate 

3/ Institutes. Ottawa Collegiate Institute was one of the 

seven schools in Ontario to be given this designation. 



259 

During the first 32 years of its existence the school 

was housed in several rented buildings. Between 1843 and 

1851 it was in a two storey frame house on Waller Street 

near Daly Avenue. In 1851 the school was moved to a building 

on the northwest corner of Elgin and Albert Streets and 

five years later to a building on the south side on Queen 

Street. In 1859 it was in a stone building on Metcalfe 

Street and two years later was moved to a large frame structure 

at the eastern end of Queen Street. ' Finally in 1872 land 

was acquired for a permanent building, and construction began 

two years later. 

Lord Dufferin, Governor-General of Canada, laid the 

cornerstone of the Ottawa Collegiate Institute on 4 June 

1874. The building was designed by a prominent Montreal 

architect, W.T. Thomas. ' It was two and a half storeys 

tall and fronted on Lisgar Street. The stone facing on 

the building came from Robert Skead's stone quarry in Nepean 

while the oriel window was made of Berea Stone from Ohio. 

George Crain, an Ottawa contractor, erected the building 

7/ under the supervision of a local architect, Walter Chesterton. ' 

The school was ready for use in 1875. During the next 15 

years a number of changes were made to the interior of the 

8/ building. ' 

An addition was made to the south side of the school 

in 1892. It consisted of four classrooms and brought the 

front of the building in line with Lisgar Street. The plans 
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and specifications were prepared by an Ottawa architect, 

James Mather, and the work was done by the firm of Holbrook 

9/ and Sutherland. ' On 30 January 1893, a short time after 

this work had been completed, fire destroyed the building. 

Barely a week after the fire, the Ottawa Collegiate 

Institute Board commissioned Mather to prepare the plans 

for the rebuilding of the school. They were ready by mid-

March, and tenders were called for 25 March 1893.10' The 

rebuilt school was virtually the same as the 1892 building 

in appearance, and there were only minor modifications in 

the interior. ' J.J. Lyons, a local contractor, did the 

work. 

Increased enrollment during the late 1890s necessitated 

another extension of the building. Mather was again the 

architect, and Holbrook and Sutherland, who had erected the 

1892 addition, were the contractors. The new wing on the 

east end of the school provided an additional eight classrooms 

and improved facilities for boys in the basement. This 

12/ section was opened in January 1903. 

Continued pressure on the Collegiate's facilities made 

necessary a third extension of the structure. This western 

wing was designed by E.L. Horwood and built by the firm 

13/ of Taylor and Lackey. ' The addition containing classrooms, 

laboratories, a gymnasium, and assembly hall, was opened 

in 1908. There were no other major structural changes during 

the next forty years. Some alterations were, however, made 
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14/ to keep up with the requirements of curriculum. / 

Since 1950 there have been two further additions to 

Lisgar Collegiate. In 1951 a new building was erected on 

the south side of Lisgar Street, opposite the original building, 

to house a gymnasium. It is joined to the old section of 

the school by a tunnel. This building was designed by the 

Collegiate Institute Board's official architect, J. Albert 

Ewart, and A.J. Haxelgrove. The extension is constructed 

of concrete blocks faced with limestone and glass brick 

15/ and was erected by Ross-Meagher Limited. ' The Ottawa 

architectural firm of Hazelgrave and Lithwick designed a 

six room extension to this section which was erected by 

W.R. Bourne Construction Ltd. in 1962. ' 

Architectural Report 

Lisgar Collegiate as it now stands with its additions is 

a large, rather blocky-looking building of stone, all detailed 

in the style of the Gothic Revival. Wall surfaces are broken 

by slightly projecting sections having pointed gables, some 

with crenellated oriel windows. A central crenellated tower 

houses the main entrance which is surmounted by a decorative 

design incorporating three pointed arched windows in a flat 

Tudor arched opening. This same Tudor arch, along with 

the more traditional pointed arch, is used for the windows 

and door openings which are trimmed with cut stone surrounds. 

Cut stone quoins, buttresses, and an attached semicircular 

tower are other details of the Gothic Revival style which 

have been incorporated into the designs of the original 
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building and the pre-1950 additions. Several of the Gothic 

features such as the Tudor arch, crenellations, and pointed 

gables belong to the very early Gothic style and lend a 

slightly medieval look to the building which, by accident 

or design, blends it well with the Norman style of the nearby 

Teachers' College. 

This Gothic Revival design is, however, rather belied 

by the Second Empire mansard roof which crowns the whole. 

This roof line was a very popular one for institutional 

buildings in Canada about this time. Its combination with 

the Gothic details gives us another example of early Eclectic 

designs, but a more sedate one than Eclecticism was to produce 

twenty years later. 

While not as handsome a building as the Teachers' College, 

Lisgar has a certain character and lends an architectural 

interest to this part of the city. Historically it has 

connotations for a great many people who in one way or another 

have aided the development of Ottawa and are an integral 

part of its fabric. Like the Teachers' College, it is one 

of the rather few remaining stone buildings of this area 

in Ottawa; it would provide a good office accommodation 

in a central area, and its demolition in favour of still 

another glass and concrete high-rise would be a loss to 

this Capital City which should be setting an example of 

utilizing older buildings of distinction rather than joining 

the race to demolish what architectural heritage remains. 
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Building Name: 
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Source of Ti t le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
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Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1892 

Architect : James Cor ry 

Builder J a m e s Corry 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner J ames C o r r y , b u i l d e r ; Mary Moore, widow 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 
J . A lexander Armstrong ( o r g a n i z e d t h e Canadian D e n t a l Corps in 

t h e F i r s t World War) l i v e d h e r e 1902-1926 
Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied : 

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building mater ia l : B r i c k 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

c o n v e r t e d t o a p a r t m e n t s 1932 

Comments : 
This building was constructed by James Corry, a prominent sub-
developer in centre town Ottawa in the 1890s. 
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102 James Street Ottawa 

The building is a two and one-half storey brick house 

located on lot 21C on James Street between Kent and Lyon 

Streets. It is typical of the buildings erected in centre 

town during the 1890s. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, one of the most important 

parcels of land in the development of early Ottawa. The 

original By estate comprised all the land south of Laurier 

to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside Avenue with 

the exception of the canal reserve. / Most of this land 

was originally the property of Grace McQueen who sold 

2/ to By in 1832. / All of the vacant lands in the By estate 

were taken over by James MacLaren, Robert Blackburn, and 

3/ Charles McGee, ' prominent local capitalists. These men 

formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association 

of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area. The Freehold 

Association did not build but acquired land, had it surveyed 

for building lots, and then sold it to people who would 

build. Most of the lots in what is now centre town were 

originally sold by James MacLaren or the Ottawa Freehold 

Association. 

Although the Ottawa Freehold Association often sold 

to individuals intending to build their own house or have 
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one built for them, it also sold groups of lots to sub-

developers. James Corry, the builder of 102 James Street, 

was the most prominent sub-developer in centre town in 

the 1890s. A newspaper article of 1892 states that "This 

spring Mr. Corry has sold residences on James and Florence 

streets to the extent of $28,000.00. He has the credit 

of having done more than any one individual towards building 

4/ up that section of the city." ' A newspaper advertisement 

earlier that year reveals that Corry built house numbers 

90, 94, 96, and 104 on James Street.5' He is also the 

probable builder of the Hollywood Parade. Corry acquired 

lot 21C in December of 1891 and built this house at a 

cost of $2,800 in the spring of 1892.6' He sold the pro-

7/ perty in October the following year to Mary Moore, a widow. ' 

Mrs. Moore lived in the house until 1894 when she 

8/ rented it to Walter Todd, a clerk in the House of Commons. 

She sold in 1902 to J. Alexander Armstrong, a dentist 

who dwelt there and probably used the house as an office 

9/ as well. ' During the First World War Armstrong became 

the first commander of the Canadian Army Dental Corps 

and had the rank of colonel. ' At the end of the war 

he was named a Commander in the Order of St. Michael and 

St. George and a Commander in the Order of the British 

Empire. He died in 1926, and his widow sold the house 

to John Mahoney and William R. Davidson. ' 
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The owners rented the house to Willis J. Gauthier, 

an R.C.M.P. constable, until 1928, at which time Mahoney 

sold his share of the house to Davidson and Davidson had 

the house divided into three apartments. He further divided 

the house to make five apartments in 1932, and in 1936 

a sixth apartment was made. In 1949 he left the house to 

his son, Warren R. Davidson, who has since occupied 

12/ 
an apartment in the house. ' The tenants have been pre
dominantly civil servants. 
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Comments : 
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six identical units. 
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(if important) 
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103-113 James Street Ottawa 

The Hollywood Parade is a two storey brick structure 

consisting of six identical housing units. It is located 

on lots 27 and 28 of the northwest corner of James and 

Kent Streets. In a newspaper article on the Hollywood 

Parade, Gladys Blair writes: "although row housing in 

the 1890's was found in most areas of Ottawa, the six 

houses from 103-113 James Street are the most unusual." / 

The exterior is elaborately detailed, employing patterned 

brickwork, stained glass windows, and marble pillars. 

Gladys Blair describes the roofline as being of "metal 

work of high quality, exuberantly bracketed underneath 

2/ and finished in sawtooth dentils." ' At one time there 

3/ were griffins atop the metal roof decorations. ' The 

design of the recessed doorways and ornate window and 

door arches seems to have been influenced by Islamic 

architecture. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which, along with the estates 

of Nicholas Sparks and Louis Besserer, was one of the 

most important parcels of land in the development of 19th 

century Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all 

the land south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson 

to Riverside Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. 
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Most of the estate was originally owned by Grace McQueen 
4/ who sold to By in 1832. ' All of the vacant lands in 

the By estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, 

Robert Blackburn, and Charles Magee. / These men formed 

a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association of Ottawa 

to buy and sell land in the area. James MacLaren was 

a lumber baron in the Ottawa Valley, owning sawmills in 

Buckingham and Wakefield, P.Q., as well as the old Mackay 

mills in New Edinburgh. He was the first president of 

the Bank of Ottawa. Robert Blackburn ran a mercantile 

establishment in New Edinburgh, was a partner with James 

MacLaren in the woollen mills there, and was the first 

president of the Ottawa City Passenger Railway Co. In 

1892 he was elected president of the Ottawa Electric Light 

Co. Charles Magee began his career as a merchant but 

retired in 1872 to become the administrator and sole trustee 

of the Sparks estate. He was one of the organizers of 

the Bank of Ottawa and its first vice-president. These 

people were land developers who acquired land, had it 

surveyed for building lots, and then sold it to people 

who would build. Most of the lots in what is now centre 

town were originally sold by James MacLaren or the Ottawa 

Freehold Association in the 1880s and 1890s. The plan, 

which included the lots on James Street, was deposited 

for the Ottawa Freehold Association in 1887. ' 
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Often the Freehold Association sold to a person intending 

to build his own house or have one built for him. There 

were, however, sub-developers, builders who bought up groups 

of lots, erected houses on them, and then sold within 

a year or two. James Corry, the probable builder of the 

Hollywood Parade, was the most prominent builder in centre 

town in the 1890s. A newspaper article of 1892 states 

that "this spring Mr. Corry has sold residences on James 

and Florence streets to the extent of $28,000.00. He 

has the credit of having done more than any one individual 

7/ towards building up that section of the city." ' James 

Corry acquired lots 27 and 28 from the Freehold Association 

in 1892 and probably began building in the same year. ' 

Each house in the row was built to contain ten rooms with 

a dining room, kitchen, and double wing room on the ground 

floor and five bedrooms upstairs. In contrast to the 

exterior, the interiors are quite subdued, with plain 

woodwork—the only item of opulence being the marble 

fireplaces in each of the living rooms. The houses were 

9/ assessed in 1896 as being worth $1,575.00 . 

Corry sold the building to William Cochrane in 1895. 

From its completion until 1949 the building seems to have 

been owned by absentee landlords with each house being 

occupied by a single family. The occupational category 

of the tenants has tended to be consistently white collar, 

including many government clerks. The property was bought 

in 1949 by Ben B. Levin who subsequently sold the individual 
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houses in the row. ' After this date, the ground floor 

of 103 James Street was used as a kindergarten, two of 

the other houses eventually became rooming houses, and 

the upper floor of number 107 was re-made into an apartment. 

The most original interior is likely to be found in number 

111. All of the exterior has been well preserved and 

appears much as it did originally. 
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H i s t o r i a n r C . J . T a y l o r 

D a t e : J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 3 5 0 0 3 2 9 - 3 3 1 

C i ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 3 2 9 - 3 3 1 J a m e s S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
P h a s e I 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t rue t ion : 1907 

Arch i t ec t : Unknown 

Bui lder : Unknown 

Craftsmen (L is t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: T h e o d o r e S t . G e r m a i n and J o h n B l a c k 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason identified: 

Building use : R e s i d e n t i a l ; d o u b l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing ma te r i a l :Br i c k 

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i t ec t Builder 

Comments : 
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329-331 James Street Ottawa 

The building is a brick one and one half storey double 

dwelling located on Lot One on James Street between Bronson 

and Percy. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which, along with the estates 

of Nicholas Sparks and Louis Besserer, was one of the 

most important parcels of land in the development of 19th 

century Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all 

the land south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson 

to Riverside Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. 

Most of the estate was originally owned by Grace McQueen 

2/ who sold to By in 1832. ' All of the vacant lands in 

the By estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, 

3/ Robert Blackburn, and Charles Magee. ' These men formed 

a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association of Ottawa 

to buy and sell land in the area. 

Freehold Association did not build, but acquired land, 

had it surveyed for building lots, and then sold it to 

people who would build. Most of the lots in what is now 

centre town were originally sold by James MacLaren or 

the Ottawa Freehold Association in the 1880s and 1890s. 

There was not sufficient demand for building lots in Ottawa, 

however, to necessitate building in the western portion 



279 

of Ottawa until the 1890s or later. The western portion 

of James Street was not surveyed for building lots until 

4/ 1889. ' This was done by George F. Austin, the surveyor 

who located the Canada Central Railway line from Ottawa 

to Carleton Place. ' 

The easternmost block of James Street was not built 

up until the first decade of this century. Typical of 

the development of centre town, Lot One on James Street 

was purchased by a sub-developer, someone buying land 

with the intention of building and then selling for a 

profit. Lot One was purchased in 1907 by two realtors, 

Theodore St. Germain and John Black. ' The two men had 

the house built and then divided ownership, Black taking 

number 331 and St. Germain 329 in the name of his company, 

St. Germain and Fraas. 

The realtors sold number 329 in 1910 and number 331 

a year later. Both units continued to be rented out, 

howver, until 1921. After this date both sides of the 

building were again sold. William Hayes, a bookkeeper, 

bought number 329 and commenced living there. Similarly 

Henry W. Lothrop, head clerk of the Privy Council bought 

number 331. Royal P. Williamson bought number 329 in 

1952. The house was occupied by Williamson and his heirs 

7/ until 1961 when the unit was sold to Fritz and Martha Jung. ' 

Lothrop and his heirs occupied the other until 1963 

8/ when it too was sold to Fritz and Martha Jung. ' The 
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Jungs live in number 329 while renting number 331 as a 

single dwelling. 

An examination of building permits issued since 1918 

shows that no significant alterations were made to either 

side of the building. 
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Building, Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : 1897 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Builder u n k n o w n 

Craftsmen (L i s t Type) 

., , ... , . . , George Dearing, manager, C a p i t a l Name and occupat ion or o r i g i n a l owner: „ ? ,, . r , v b P l a n i n g M i l l 
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants : o w n e r s u n t i l 1939 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Comments : 

B u i l t i n E a s t l a k e mode of Queen Anne s t y l e . 
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Date : J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 3600037 

C i ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 37 M a c L a r e n S t . 
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Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 
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.. .... original - Residential; single dwelling Building u s e : 3 „ ... . . . -i I • i -, -i-i • 
p r e s e n t - R e s i d e n t i a l ; m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 

Al t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i t ec t Builder 

s u b d i v i s i o n i n t o 3 u n i t s 
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37 MacLaren Street Ottawa 

This two and one half storey brick building was built 

in the Eastlake mode of Queen Anne style as a single family 

dwelling. It occupies lot F at the east end of MacLaren 

between MacDonald and the Queen Elizabeth Driveway. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which, along with the estates 

of Nicholas Sparks and Louis Besserer, was one of the 

most important parcels of land in the development of 19th 

century Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all 

the land south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson 

to Riverside Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. / 

Most of this estate was originally owned by Grace McQueen 

2/ who sold to By in 1832. ' All of the vacant lands in 

the By estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, 

3/ Robert Blackburn, and Charles Magee, ' prominent local 

capitalists. These men formed a company in 1883 called 

the Freehold Association of Ottawa to buy and sell land 

in the area. The Freehold Association did not go in for 

building but acquired land, had it surveyed for building 

lots, and then sold to people who would build. Most of 

the lots in what is now centre town were originally sold 

by James MacLaren or the Ottawa Freehold Association in 

the 1880s and 1890s. The lots on streets south of Somerset 
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Street were not developed until the later 1890s or first 

decade of the twentieth century, as demand for building 

lots was still limited before this time. 

The plan for the westernmost block of MacLaren Street 

4/ was not deposited until 1895. ' Lot F was sold by the 

5/ heirs of James MacLaren in 1897 to George Dearing, ' manager 

6 / of the Capital Planing Mill Company. / He probably had 

the house built that same year, as the Ottawa City Directory 

for 1898-99 shows him as occupying house number 37 on 

MacLaren. 

Dearing lived in the house until 1899 when he sold 

to Hiram McKay, who was a clerk with the Department of 

Indian Affairs.8' In 1914 McKay sold to Thomas C. Clarke,9' 

a school principal, who occupied the house until 1920 

when he sold to John H. Thompson, ' an engineer. Thompson 

lived in the house for two years before selling to 

William T. Reid, a civil servant. ' In 1931 the house was bought 

by Stanley and Mary J. Annand who lived in the house until 

12/ 1939, ' at which time they rented the house out. The 

Ottawa City Directory for 1931 lists Mr. Annand's occupation 

as carpenter. The Annands sold in 1943 to Edward and 

13/ Mary Boyce, the present owners. ' 

An examination of Ottawa City Building Permits lists 

no specific interior changes, but a permit issued in 1950 

for a three storey fire escape suggests that the Annands 

were renting rooms at that time. The Ottawa City Directories 
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show that there have been three family units in the house 

from 1959 to the present time. 
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Date of Cons t ruc t ion :1896 
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Craftsmen (L i s t Type) 

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: P i e r r e R o c h o n , w h o l e s a l e b r o k e r 
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Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building u s e . o c i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
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Comments : 
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(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo : C . I .H .B . 
P h a s e I 
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59 MacLaren Street Ottawa 

Located on the northwest corner of MacLaren and Macdonald 

Streets, 59 MacLaren is a two and one half storey brick 

house. The most dominant external feature is its large 

porch with classical features. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which, along with the estates 

of Nicholas Sparks and Louis Besserer, was one of the 

most important parcels of land in the development of 19th 

century Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all 

the land south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson 

to Riverside Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. 

Most of the estate west of the canal originally belonged 

2/ to Grace McQueen who sold to By in 1832. ' All of the 

vacant lands in the By estate were acquired in 1876 by 

James MacLaren, Robert Blackburn, and Charles Magee. 

These men formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold 

Association of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area. 

James MacLaren was a lumber baron in the Ottawa Valley, 

owning sawmills in Buckingham and Wakefield, P.Q., as 

well as the old Mackay mills in New Edinburgh. He was 

3/ the first president of the Bank of Ottawa. ' Robert Blackburn 

ran a mercantile establishment in New Edinburgh and was 

a partner with James MacLaren in the woollen mills there. 
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He was the first president of the Ottawa City Passenger 

4/ Railway Co. ' and in 1892 was elected president of the 

Ottawa Electric Light Co. Charles Magee began his career 

as a merchant but retired in 1872 to become the administrator 

and sole trustee of the Sparks estate. / He was one of 

the organizers of the Bank of Ottawa and its first vice-

president. These people were land developers in a big 

way. They did not build but acquired land, had it surveyed 

for building lots, and then sold it to people who would 

build. Most of the lots in what is now centre town were 

originally sold by James MacLaren or the Ottawa Freehold 

Association in the 1880s and 1890s. 

Although the Freehold Association did sell to sub-

developers—builders who bought up groups of lots, erected 

houses on them, and then sold within a year or two—the 

Association often sold to a person intending to build 

his own house or have one built for him. Such was the 

case with 59 MacLaren Street. Pierre Rochon purchased 

the lot in 1894 from the Freehold Association of Ottawa 

and had a house built in 1896. Rochon was president of 

Mercantile Syndicate Co., probably a wholesale brokerage 

firm. He lived in the house until 1899 ' when he sold 

to Belinda Harris. Belinda Harris married Ralph T. Holcomb, 

7/ general manager of Hall and Holcomb Forwarding Co., 

and they lived in the house until 1913 when Mrs. Holcomb 

bequeathed the house to a relative, George P. Harris, 
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president of George P. Harris Ltd., retailers of coal, 

8/ coke, and fuel oil. Harris lived in the house until 

1945 when he sold to Sidney Jowitt, a grocer. Jowitt 

moved in with his wife and mother. Probably to accommodate 

his mother, he built a third floor suite, the principal 

change (made in 1945) being a third floor bathroom. In 

1964 he further changed the third floor, making it into 

an apartment (Fig. 1). The cost of this addition was 

$3,500.00. In 1973 a ground floor bathroom was added. 
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8 Ottawa City Directory, 1914 (Toronto: Might, 1914). 
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Alterations: construct dormers on east and west sides 
of house, stairs to second floor on east side of house, 
install kitchen and bathroom on west side, install doors. 

N.B. Plan not to scale. 

Figure 1: Plan of third storey showing conversions 
made in 1964. Taken from building permit, City 
of Ottawa, 1964. 
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Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1882 

Architect: Probably McLeod Stewart 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner :McLeod Stewart , lawyer 

Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: 

M . , , fc „̂  „. „„ „„.Banks, f i r s t f loor ; Professional off ices 
Notable type of occupants: ' -,nn-,. 

above (to 1903) 
Notable occupants and reason identified : Tenants - first Department of Labour, 

Mackenzie King, Deputy Minister (1903-1912) - Union Bank of Lower Canada 
(1882-1892) - Molson's Bank (1892-1903) 
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Building use:present - Mercantile; special store or shop, and 
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General Nature 

Alterations 

Extensive interior 
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Date 
c. 1892 

1956 and 1969 

Architect Builder 

Comments : 
Federal government use, although only for a short time, distinguishes this 
from other office buildings in the area. 



296 

14 Metcalfe Street Ottawa 

1/ Originally known as "Union Chambers", ' then as Molson's 

2/ Bank Chambers, ' number 14 Metcalfe Street is located 

between Sparks and Wellington on the west side of the 

street. It is a four-storey brick commercial structure 

built in the Italianate Style. 

The property on which the building is located was 

part of the estate of Nicholas Sparks, which was one of 

the most important parcels of land in the development 

of early Ottawa. Sparks had purchased this estate—consisting 

of 200 acres bound by Bronson and Waller Streets and Laurier 

3/ Avenue—in 1826 from John Burrowes. ' Sparks began surveying 

his land for building lots shortly afterward, but a large 

section of his land, 88 acres between Bank and Elgin Streets, 

was expropriated by the Crown in 1827 for proposed canal 

fortifications (Fig. 1). The fortifications were 

never built, however, and Sparks regained possession of 

4/ the land in 1845 after a lengthy court case. ' Sparks 

Street was extended east from Bank to Elgin in 1849 and 

Metcalfe extended north to Wellington shortly afterwards. 

Wooden structures began to be erected in the area. By 

Confederation, the vicinity of Sparks Street was commercially 

prominent, and two or three storey stone buildings were 
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appearing, replacing the wooden structures. Even more 

substantial four storey brick buildings began to appear 

in the 1880s. 

The building lot on which 14 Metcalfe was to be built 

was sold by the heirs of Nicholas Sparks in 1872 to the 

Montreal Telegraph Company who also acquired a neighbouring 

5/ lot on the corner of Metcalfe and Sparks. ' The telegraph 

company built a three and one half storey stone structure 

on the corner lot at this time, ' and it is possible that 

they also erected a two storey stone structure on the 

present site of 14 Metcalfe. Such a building is shown 

in the Goad Insurance Atlas for 1878. It was the office 

7/ of King Arnoldi, a well-known architect. 

The Montreal Telegraph Company sold 14 Metcalfe Street 

8/ to McLeod Stewart and William Hodgson in 1881. ' Stewart 

was a prominent Ottawa lawyer who was also involved in 

real estate development in downtown Ottawa. He was connected 

with the building of the Scottish Ontario Chambers on 

the corner of Sparks and Elgin Streets in 1883. He was 

to be mayor of Ottawa in 1886 and 1887. William Hodgson 

was a successful architect who had built some of the downtown 

9/ buildings in the 1870s and 1880s. ' Hodgson sold his 

share of the property late in 1882 / and shortly afterward 

McLeod Stewart proceeded to have the present structure 

erected. 
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The ground floor offices were first rented out to 

the Union Bank of Lower Canada, and the building was known 

as the Union Chambers. The upper storeys housed legal 

firms including that of McLeod Stewart. Other tenants 

included the Rideau Canal Office. In 1892 the building 

was bought by Charles A. Carrière, a broker and banker, 

12/ acting as a consignee. The building's ground floor 

was then rented to the Molson's Bank, and the building 

13/ became known as the Molson's Bank Chambers. Some exterior 

alterations were probably made to the ground floor at 

this time as the keystones of the ground floor windows 

bear the initials of the Molson's Bank. 

The tenants of the upper storeys at this time were 

mainly lawyers, architects, and real estate agents as 

with other commercial buildings in the Sparks Street area. 

In 1903, however, the Canadian Department of Labour with 

W.L. Mackenzie King as its Deputy Minister occupied the 

first floor. The Department maintained offices in the 

14/ building until 1912. ' This limited federal government 

use distinguishes the building from similar commercial 

buildings in the area. 

The Molson's Bank, which had acquired the building 

in 1898, sold to the Bank of Montreal in 1925.15'/ The 

building was not used as a bank after this time, the ground 

floor being used as a brokers' office. The Bank of Montreal 

sold to Metcalfe Realty in 1941.16// After this time the 
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character of tenancy began to change slightly. The 1950s 

saw the upper storeys used for dentists' offices and by 

1966 there was only one law firm in the building. Other 

tenants of the sixties included the Seventh Division 

Court of the County of Carleton, the Elizabeth Fry Society, 

and a real estate firm. 

The Montreal fabric firm of Kirkman Marshall Ltd. 

bought the building in 1969 ' and used the ground floor 

for a retail outlet. After this time there were no law 

or dental offices, the principal tenants on the upper 

floors being the Elizabeth Fry Society, a photographer, 

and a National Tenants Organization. The building was 

sold in 1974, but the fabric shop of Kirkman Marshall remains 

on the ground floor. 

Although the building's exterior remains largely 

unchanged, the interior has been extensively altered, 

especially the ground floor. The stairs and elevator 

were replaced in 1956 at a cost of $30,000.00. The following 

year alterations costing $10,000.00 were made to the third 

floor. A similar sum was spent in 1969 altering the ground 

18/ floor to a fabric shop. 
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Figure 1: H2/440 - Ottawa - 1842 Plan of Bytown with its limits showing 
the exact situation of every street & lot by Donald Kennedy District 
Surveyor Dec. 4th 1842. Public Archives of Canada National Map 
Collection, C15964. 
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Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : 1883 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bui lder : U n k n o w n 

Craftsmen (L i s t Type) 

w, „Q ~~A .4 c 4 4 i S i r A l e x a n d e r C a m p b e l l , l a w y e r and 
Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: , . . . 

politician 
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 3 , . , 
p r e s e n t - S o c i a l and R e c r e a t i o n a l ; c l u b o r l o d g e 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 
A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i t e c t Builder 
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236 Metcalfe Street Ottawa 

This two and one half storey brick structure was built 

as a single family dwelling but since 1926 has contained 

a private women's club. The house is a fairly typical 

example of the homes which the wealthy were building in 

Ottawa in the latter part of the 19th century. Its opulent 

interior contrasts with a more conservative exterior. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, an important parcel of 

land in the development of 19th century Ottawa. The original 

By estate comprised all the land south of Laurier to Gladstone 

and east of Bronson to Riverside Avenue with the exception 

of the canal reserve. ' Most of this land was originally 

2/ owned by Grace McQueen who sold to By in 1832. ' All 

of the vacant lands in the By estate were taken over in 

1878 by James MacLaren, Robert Blackburn, and Charles Magee, 

prominent local capitalists. These men formed a company 

in 1883 called the Freehold Association of Ottawa to buy 

and sell land in the area. 

Although it can be assumed that the present site 

known as 236 Metcalfe was once owned by MacLaren or the 

Freehold Association, there is unfortunately no documentary 

evidence of this. The earliest known deed to the property 

can be traced to the year 1883 when Lucy and Andrew Russell 
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3/ sold the property to Charles S. Campbell. ' There was 

no house standing at this time. Charles S. Campbell is 

not listed in any city directory, and as the first occupant 

4/ of the new house was Sir Alexander Campbell, ' it can be 

assumed that the house was bought in Charles' name for 

Sir Alexander. 

Sir Alexander Campbell (1822-1892) was brought up 

in Kingston, Ontario. He was called to the bar in 1843 

and entered into partnership with John A. Macdonald. 

In 1858 he was elected to the Legislative Council of Canada 

and in 1863 became for a few months its Speaker. At 

Confederation he was appointed to the Canadian Senate and 

became postmaster-general in the first cabinet. In July, 

1873 he assumed responsibility for the newly-created 

Department of the Interior but left this post with the defeat 

of Macdonald's government at the end of that year. From 

1873 to 1878 he was leader of the Opposition in the Senate 

and with the return of the Conservative Party to power held 

a succession of cabinet posts. He was knighted in 1879. 

Campbell left his Ottawa residence in 1887 having been 

5/ appointed lieutenant-governor of Ontario. ' 

The Honourable (later Sir) John Carling was the next owner 

and resident of the house.6/ Carling (1828-1911) was 

from London, Ontario where he was president of the Carling 

Brewing and Malting Company. He had been a Member of 

the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada and 

after Confederation a Member of Parliament, holding a 
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succession of cabinet positions in the Macdonald and Thompson 

governments. He became a senator in 1892 and was knighted 

in 1893.7/ 

Carling sold his Metcalfe Street residence in 1897 

8/ to the Honourable Louis H. Davies,. ' who was Minister of 

Marine and Fisheries at the time. Unlike Campbell and Carling, 

who were Ontario Conservatives, Davies (1845-1924) was 

a Prince Edward Island Liberal. He had been Prime Minister 

of that province from 1876 to 1879. He came to Ottawa 

in 1882 as a member of Parliament and was one of the leaders 

of the opposition. He joined Laurier's cabinet in 1896 

and was knighted the following year along with the Prime 

Minister. He was appointed a Supreme Court Judge in 1901 

9/ and became its chief justice in 1918. ' 

The house became vacant after Sir Louis Davies1 death 

in 1924 and was sold to the Chelsea Club by the executors 

of his estate in 1926.10^ 
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Comments : 
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252 Metcalfe Street Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey red brick building 

located on the northwest corner of Metcalfe and MacLaren 

Streets. The building's exterior is distinguished by 

the exuberant eclecticism of the Queen Anne Style. The 

interior is known for the different types of wood used 

throughout. ' The building was built as a residence for 

an Ottawa lumber baron but is now used as a private men's 

club. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which was an important parcel 

of land in the development of 19th century Ottawa. The 

original By estate comprised all the land south of Laurier 

to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside Avenue with 

2/ the exception of the canal reserve. Most of the estate 

was originally owned by Grace McQueen who sold to By in 

3/ 1832. ' All of the vacant lands in the By estate were 

taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, Robert Blackburn, 

4/ and Charles Magee, ' prominent local capitalists. These 

men formed a company in 1883 called the Freehold Association 

of Ottawa to buy and sell land in the area. The Freehold 

Association did not build but acquired land, had it surveyed 

for building lots, and then sold to people who would build. 

Most of the lots in what is now centre town were originally 

sold by James MacLaren or the Ottawa Freehold Association 

in the 1880s and 1890s. 
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Metcalfe Street was one of the first streets to be 

developed in this area. The site of the present 252 Metcalfe 

was sold by James MacLaren in 1881 to Martin W. Maynard, ' 

a clerk with the Department of Railways and Canals. ' 

In 1883 Martin proceeded to have built a two and one half 

7/ storey brick house ' probably similar in style to 236 

Metcalfe. 

Even at this time, this section of Metcalfe Street 

contained the homes of some very prominent people. Number 

236 was built in 1883 for Sir Alexander Campbell, federal 

8/ Minister of Justice. ' Neighbouring houses were owned 

by men of equal prominence. 

Maynard sold his house in 1906 to John Rudolphus 

Booth, one of the leading lumber men in Canada and certainly 

9/ one of the country's wealthiest. ' In 1906 he was 80 

years old. For years he had lived in a Gothic Stone house 

on the Richmond Road and later gave his address as the 

Rideau Club. ' Booth replaced Maynard's old house in 

1909 with the present structure. ' At the time of construction, 

12/ its value was assessed at 60,000. ' He occupied the 

house with his son Jackson and his family until he died 

13/ in 1928 at the age of 99. ' Jackson continued to live 

in the house until 1947 when he sold to the Laurentian 

Club.14/ 

The Laurentian club spent $2,000.00 changing the 

15/ interior of the Booth house into a club. ' Extensive 

renovations have been performed in recent years. 



312 

Endnotes: 

1 National Capital Commission, Heritage Section, Building 
file H-12, 122. 

2 Lucien Brault, Ottawa Old and New (Ottawa; Ottawa 
Historical Information Institute, 1946), p. 62. 

3 Ibid. 

4 "Charles Magee," in Henry J. Morgan (éd.), Canadian 
Men and Women of the Time (Toronto: William Briggs, 
1898), p. 599. 

5 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, "By Book III," p. 92. 

6 Ottawa City Directory, 1885-86 (Toronto: Might 1885). 

7 Insurance Atlas of Ottawa, 1888, revised to 1901 
(Montreal: Charles E. Goad 1888). 

8 City of Ottawa Directory, 1884, 1888 and 1898 (Toronto: 
Might, 1884, 1888 and 1898) 

9 "John Rudolphus Booth", in Henry J. Morgan, op. cit., p. 97. 

10 Ibid. 

11 Ottawa City Directory, 1910 (Toronto: Might, 1910). 

12 City of Ottawa, Assessment Roll, 1911 

13 National Capital Commission, Heritage Section, op. cit. 

14 City of Ottawa Registry Office, loc. cit. 

15 City of Ottawa, Building Permit Number 2143, 1947. 

16 Ibid., Building Permit Number 40798, 1960; Building 
Permit Number 47063, 1962; Building Permit Number 
65268, 1969. 



Cancdian Inventory of His to r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report 

H i s t o r i a n : C . J . T a y l o r 

Date : March 1975 

Ceocode: 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 6 - 3 2 8 

C i ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 3 2 6 - 3 2 8 S o m e r s e t S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 

P h a s e I 

Building Information 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : P r o b a b l y 1897 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bui lder : P o s s i b l y J a m e s A. C o r r y 

Craftsmen (L i s t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: D a v i d C. C h a m b e r l a i n , a c c o u n t a n t 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants : o w n e r s ( p r o f e s s i o n a l s ) u n t i l 1935 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building use : R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 

Al t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i t ec t Builder 

C o n v e r s i o n t o 3 a p a r t m e n t s 1935 
S u b s t a n t i a l r e n o v a t i o n 1955 
i n c l u d i n g a d d i t i o n 

Comments : 
T h i s h o u s e may h a v e b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d by J a m e s A. C o r r y , o n e of O t t a w a ' s 
m o s t p r o l i f i c b u i l d e r s , a l t h o u g h t h e d a t e of l a n d t r a n s f e r r e n d e r s 
t h i s u n c e r t a i n . 
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326-328 Somerset Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick house of the 

Eastlake mode of the Queen Anne Style. The house is located 

on part of lots 43 and 42 on the south side of Somerset 

Street. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which was one of the most 

important parcels of land in the development of 19th century 

Ottawa. The original By estate comprised all the land 

south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside 

Avenue with the exception of the canal reserve. ' Most 

of this land had originally been the property of Grace 

2/ McQueen who sold to By in 1832. / All of the vacant lands 

in the By estate were taken over in 1876 by James MacLaren, 

3/ Robert Blackburn, and Charles Magee. / These men, all 

prominent local capitalists, formed a company in 1883 

called the Freehold Association of Ottawa to buy and sell 

land in the area. The Freehold Association did not build, 

but acquired land, had it surveyed for building lots, 

and then sold to people who would build. Most of the 

lots in what is now centre town were originally sold by 

James MacLaren or the Freehold Association of Ottawa in 

the 1880s and 1890s. 
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Lots 42 and 43 were acquired from James MacLaren 

4/ in 1887 ' and passed through a number of owners before 

5/ being sold to James A. Corry in 1893. ' Corry was one 

of the most prolific builders in the centre town area 

in the 1880s. ' He subdivided part of lots 42 and 43 

for two houses and sold in 1894 to D.C. Chamberlain and 

7/ Francis L. Butterworth. ' It cannot be established that 

Corry built the houses on these lots because the Ottawa 

City Directory does not show a house on this site until 

1898. 

D.C. Chamberlain, who was an accountant with the 

House of Commons, lived in the house until 1901 when he 

sold it to a relative, Hiram W. Chamberlain, a local manager 

8 / 
for the Royal Trust Co. ' Hiram Chamberlain lived in 

the house until 1912 at which time he sold to William Stuart. 

9/ 

Stuart lived in the house until his death in 1935. ' 

The executors of his estate then sold the house to Lottie May 

Ramsay. / She and her husband Endsley Ramsay, a patent 

attorney, had the house converted into three apartments. / 

The Ramsays lived in one, occupying one part of the house 

with the address of 328 Somerset and the two tenants occupied 
12/ the rest of the house with the address of 326 Somerset. ' 

The Ramsays lived in the house until Mrs. Ramsay's death 

13/ in 1950, when it was deeded to Claudia F. Lawdron. 

. . 14/ Mrs. Lawdron sold the house the following year to Grace Olivier. ' 
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By this time all three apartments were being rented 

out. The house incurred another significant change, however, 

15/ in 1955 after it was sold to Dr. E.J. Bélanger. ' Bélanger 

had another apartment added to number 326 which he occupied 

and had number 328 made into a doctor's office. The renovations 

included a partial one storey addition to number 328. 

The cost of renovations was $4,000.00. ' 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian : C. J . Taylor 

Date: February 1975 

Geocode: 06107004300042-50 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 42-50 Sparks S t . 

Building Name: Sco t t i sh -On ta r io 
(if important) Chambers 

Source of Title Photo: C.I .H.B. 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1883 

Architect: w. Hodgson 

Builder: w. Hodgson 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Comments : 

This bui lding was cons t ruc ted l a t e in the s h i f t of Ottawa's commercial 
cen t re from Sussex to Sparks S t r e e t . 

, . , . . . McLeod Stewart , lawyer, for Sco t t i sh 
Name and occupation of original owner: _, , . „ . L , J _. , _ 

Ontar io and Manitoba Land Co. 
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: 

Notable type of occupants: t enan t s - r e a l e s t a t e f i rms, l ega l agen t s , shops 

Notable occupants and reason identified: 7th D i s t r i c t Court , Carleton County, 
t e n a n t s , 1930-1965; Toronto General Trust Company, 1914-1965 - ground 
floor tenant 

building use- Mercan t i l e ; spec i a l s t o r e or shop and Adminis t ra t ive , 
P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l ; o f f i ces 

Major building material: Red brick 

Alterations: 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 
removal of tower 
i n t e r i o r renovat ion 1918, 1937, 1968 
new e leva tor 1946 
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42-50 Sparks Street Ottawa 

1/ 2/ 

The Scottish Ontario Chambers or Ontario Chambers 

is a four storey brick building located on the southwest 

corner of Sparks and Elgin Streets. The building was 

built to house shops and offices, and it continues to do 

so. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of Nicholas Sparks, which was one of 

the most important parcels of land in the development 

of downtown Ottawa. Sparks had purchased this estate, 

consisting of 200 acres bounded by Bronson Avenue and 

Waller Street and Wellington Street and Laurier Avenue, 
3/ in 1826 from John Burrowes. ' Sparks began surveying 

his lots for building lots shortly afterward, but a large 

section of his land, 88 acres between Bank and Elgin streets, 

was expropriated by the Crown in 1827 for proposed canal 

fortifications (Fig. 1). The fortifications were 

never built, however, and Sparks regained possession of 

4/ the land in 1845. Sparks Street was extended east from 

5/ Bank Street to Elgin in 1845, ' at which time Sparks proceeded 

to lay out and sell lots. The core business section of 

Ottawa at this time was Rideau and Sussex Streets, and 

it was not until the 1860s that Sparks Street began to 
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equal Sussex Street in prominence as a commercial centre. 

By the 1860s substantial stone buildings and some brick 

ones were starting to replace the hastily erected wooden 

buildings. 

Although there is no record of the transaction, in 

the 1850s Sparks probably sold lots 27 and 28 on the 

south side of Sparks Street to the Honourable Thomas MacKay, 

the New Edinburgh mill owner. MacKay was probably the 

builder of the one and two storey wooden frame commercial 

buildings which originally stood on the site. The property 

was sold by MacKay's heirs in 1873 ' to Joseph M. Currier, 

7/ who also bought the MacKay sawmills. 

By the time Currier sold his Sparks Street property 

to a Toronto firm, the Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land 

Company, in 1882, the wooden buildings contrasted sharply 

with their surroundings. The three and one half storey 

stone Russell Hotel stood on the southeast corner of Sparks 

and Elgin, a three storey brick structure occupied the 

northeast corner, and the three and one half storey stone 

structure housing James Hope, the bookseller, occupied 

8/ the northwest corner. / It was decided to erect a more 

modern structure the year that the Toronto firm purchased 

the property. Although the Scottish Ontario and Manitoba 

Land Company owned the land and probably put up the money 

for the new building, the actual person responsible seems 

to have been the prominent Ottawa lawyer McLeod Stewart, 
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who was probably connected with the Toronto firm in some 

way. A newspaper article of May, 1882 connects Stewart's 

name with the forthcoming building on the site: 

The tenants on the property, corner Sparks, 

and Elgin streets, are busy moving out, preparatory 

to demolition of the old stucture, which will 

be begun on the 25th inst. Orders have been 

given to Mr. H.C. Odell for 400,000 red bricks 

for the new building which will be four stories 

high, with a flag to tower on the corner. The 

new building will have an elevator for general 

use for the upper flats. Mr. McLeod Stewart 

deserves credit for his public spirit and enterprise 

in removing an eyesore and beautifying one of 

9/ the most prominent corners in the city. ' 

Stewart was involved in other property development at 

this time, building that same year the Molson's Bank Chamber 

at 14 Metcalfe Street. He was mayor of Ottawa in 1887 

and 1888.10/ 

The Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land Company sold 

to Clifton A. Douglas, an Ottawa real estate broker, and 

his associates in 1894. ' These men—Douglas, William 

Scott, John W. McRae, N.D. Porter, and George P. Brophy— 

formed the Ottawa Real Estate Company the following year, 

which took possession of the Ontario Chambers. Brophy, 

12/ who was president, ' was a civil engineer and for many 
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years superintending engineer of the Ottawa River Works. 

In addition, he was a land speculator and an entrepreneur 

in the development of electricity in Ottawa, founding, 

with Thomas Ahearn and others, the Ottawa Electric Street 

Railway and the Chaudière Electric Light and Power Company 

13/ Ltd. Brophy and Douglas, along with Nelson D. Porter 

and A. Pratt, also formed the Cottage Building Association 

14/ of Ottawa which owned property in centre town. ' 

The Ottawa Real Estate Company sold the Ontario Chambers 

15/ to the Ottawa Trust and Deposit Company in 1896. ' After 

this date the building name was changed to the Trust Building. ' 

Alexander Fraser was president of the Trust Company but 

a document of 1903 shows Douglas as acting vice-president 

17/ of the company. ' In 1903 all of the assets of the Ottawa 

company, including its lands, were acquired by the Toronto 

General Trust Company which subsequently merged with Canada 

Permanent Trust in 1961. The building was sold to the 

18/ National Capital Commission in 1965. 

Typical of commercial buildings in the area, the 

offices of the Ontario Chambers housed predominantly legal 

firms and real estate agents. Until 1914 most of the 

ground floor store front area was occupied by the Canadian 

Pacific Railroad ticket and freight offices. After this 

date until 1965 most of the ground floor was occupied 

by the Toronto General Trust Company. Other ground floor 

offices occasionally housed barber shops, tobacconists, 



324 

and real estate offices. There are presently three retail 

shops occupying the ground floor. From 1930 until 1965 

the building housed the Seventh District Court of the 

County of Carleton. Like other buildings of its type, 

such as the Central Chambers on Elgin Street, the Ontario 

Chambers did not attract federal government departments. 

The building has incurred much alteration during 

the years. Originally the roof had a tower on the corner 

topped with mansard sides (Fig. 2). In 1918 $13,000.00 

was spent on alterations to its offices. A further $3,000.00 

was spent on the interior in 1937. A new elevator and 

elevator enclosure were installed in 1946, and more interior 

alterations made the following year. The National Capital 

Commission made extensive renovations to the building 

19/ in 1968, spending approximately $50,000.00. ' 
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Figure 1: H2/440 - Ottawa - 1842. Plan of Bytown with its limits showing 
the exact situation of every street and lot by Donald Kennedy 
District Surveyor. Dec. 4th 1842. Public Archives of Canada 
National Map collection, C15964. 



327 

Figure 2: Sparks Street looking west. In W.H. Carré, 
Art Work On Ottawa (1898), p. 42. 
Public Archives of Canada, National 
Photography Collection, C - 3776. 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian:C. J . Tay lo r 

Da te tFebruary 1975 

Ceocodei)6107004300093 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 93 Spa rks S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Ti t le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction:l871 

Architect: J o h n Ke l l y 

Builder: John K e l l y 

Craftsmen (List Type) 
W i l l i a m H a l l B u r n s , Ottawa S c u l p t o r , e x e c u t e d t h e c a r v e d k e y s t o n e s 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner: M o n t r e a l T e l e g r a p h Co. 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied : G r e a t N o r t h w e s t T e l e g r a p h 
Company, and Canad ian N a t i o n a l Rai lway (C.N. T e l e g r a p h ) each occup ied 

b u i l d i n g . 
Notable type of occupants: Communicat ion companies (1882-1968) 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied : o r i g i n a l t e n a n t , M e r c h a n t ' s Bank; 
Dominion Messenger and S i g n a l Company ( t e n a n t in e a r l y 1900s) 

Building use- o r i g i n a l - A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l ; bank 
p r e s e n t - M e r c a n t i l e ; s p e c i a l s t o r e or shop 

Major building mater ia l : Ohio and Nepean S a n d s t o n e 

Al tera t ions: 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

mansard roof removed c a . 1915 
s u b s t a n t i a l a l t e r a t i o n 
t o ground f l o o r c a . 1953 

Comments : 

This building was constructed during the shift in Ottawa's commercial 
centre from Sussex Street to Sparks Street. 
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93 Sparks Street Ottawa 

This four-storey stone building situated on the north

west corner of Sparks and Metcalfe Streets is one of the 

oldest buildings on Sparks Street today. It was built 

1/ 2/ 

in 1871 ' for the Montreal Telegraph Company by John Kelly ' 

and leased briefly in the beginning to the Merchants' 

Bank. Sir Hugh Allen was at this time president of both 

firms. ' 

Sparks Street was part of the estate of Nicholas 

Sparks, which was an important parcel of land in the development 

of early Ottawa. Sparks had purchased this estate—consisting 

of 200 acres bounded by Bronson and Waller Streets, Wellington 
4/ Street and Laurier Avenue—in 1826 from John Burrowes. ' 

Sparks began surveying his land for building lots shortly 

afterward, but a large section of his land, 88 acres between 

Bank and Elgin Streets, was expropriated by the Crown 

in 1827 for proposed canal fortifications. The fortifications 

were never built, however, and Sparks regained possession 
5/ of the land in 1845 after a lengthy court case. ' Sparks Street 

was extended east from Bank Street to Elgin Street in 

1849, and Sparks proceeded to lay out and sell lots shortly 

afterward. The core business section of Ottawa at this 

time was on Rideau and Sussex Streets, and it was not until 

the late 1850s that Sparks Street began to approach Sussex 
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Street as a commercial centre. By the 1860s substantial 

stone buildings began to appear on the street, replacing 

hastily erected wooden structures. An 1864 photograph 

shows two three-storey stone and rubble buildings on the 

corner of Sparks and Metcalfe. ' 

In all probability there was no significant building 

on the north-west corner of Sparks and Metcalfe until 

1871 when the present building was constructed. The first 

recorded title transaction is in 1872 between the executors 

8/ of the Sparks estate and the Montreal Telegraph Company. ' 

The builder, John Kelly, constructed the three and one 

9/ half storey structure from Ohio and Nepean sandstone. ' 

The roof was of a mansard style containing dormers with 

rounded pediments (Fig. 1) 

The most remarkable aspect of the building is the 

carved keystones on the second storey window arches. These 

were executed by William Hall Burns, a prominent Ottawa 

sculptor. / Burns is most famous for his stone carving 

in the Library of Parliament but he also did stone carving 

on the former post office on Elgin Street and on the University 

of Ottawa Science Building on Wilbrod Street. 

The Merchants' Bank occupied the premises for the 

first decade of the building's existence, but by 1882 

the building had been taken over by the telegraph company, 

by this time part of the Great Northwest Telegraph Company. 
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The telegraph company shared the premises in the early 

12/ 1900s with the Dominion Messenger and Signal Company. / 

The G.N.W. Telegraph Company owned and occupied the building 

until 1920 when the company was bought out by the Canadian 

13/ National Railway who took over the building. ' Canadian 

National Telegraph and other C.N.R. offices subsequently 

occupied the building until 1968, when the C.N.R. located 

its offices elsewhere, and the building was sold to the 

14/ National Capital Commission. ' The building is now occupied 

by Canada's Four Corners, a retail store. 

The building has undergone some major alterations 

since its construction. The rounded pediments on the 

dormers were removed between 1911 and 1914. Sometime 

since then the mansard sides have been replaced by vertical 

metal sides. The ground floor has also been greatly changed, 

especially since a fire of 1953 which brought about $15,000.00 

worth of repairs and alterations. 
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Figure 1: Alterations to floor plan made in 1952, 
H. Lipsky, contractor. 



Bui Id trig Information 

Date of Construction: 1893 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

M J -̂  c i -i i Hpnrv A. B r o u s e , f r u i t merchan t 
Name and occupation of original owner: n t = l u J " • i J J-^" ' 
Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied : 

Notable type of occupants: commerc ia l e n t e r p r i s e s 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied : 

Comments: Al though t h e o r i g i n a l and p r e s e n t u s e r s of t h i s b u i l d i n g 
a r e s i m i l a r , i t has been used for a m u l t i p l i c i t y of p u r p o s e s , 
i n c l u d i n g a h o t e l , an amusement c e n t r e , a r e c r u i t i n g 
o f f i c e , a s s o r t e d s t o r e s , and a r e s t a u r a n t . 

His to r ian :C.J . Tay lo r 

Da te : Janua ry 1975 

Geocode: 06107004300181 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 181 Spa rks S t . 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Ti t le Photo : C . I . H. B. 
Phase I 

( B u i l d i n g i s i d e n t i f i e d in p h o t o 
by " C o l e s " s i g n . ) 

Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Building use: M e r c a n t i l e ; s p e c i a l s t o r e or shop and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , 
P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l ; o f f i c e s 

Major building mater ia l : B r i c k 
Altera t ions: 
General Nature Hate . LJ 

a t G Architect Builder 
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181 Sparks Street Ottawa 

This building is a three storey brick commercial structure 

in the Italianate Style. It is located on the east part 

of lot 10 on the north side of Sparks Street between Bank 

and O'Connor. 

Lot 10 was part of the estate of Nicholas Sparks, 

which was an important parcel of land in the development 

of downtown Ottawa. The estate originally comprised the 

land now bounded by Rideau and Waller Streets and Laurier 

and Bronson Avenues. Sparks had purchased the land in 

1826 from John Burrowes Honey, the original land grantee, 

and proceeded to survey building lots along Sparks Street. 

This street did not extend east of Bank until after 1845, 

however, as the land had been temporarily expropriated for 

2/ the canal reserve. ' Wooden buildings began to be erected 

eastward along Sparks after this date, and stone after 

1860. By the late 1860s, Sparks Street had achieved 

some measure of commercial prominence. 

As late as the 1880s, however, Sparks Street still 

had valuable lots lying vacant. Goad's Insurance Atlas 

of Ottawa, 1878 shows lot 10 being one of a few vacant 

lots on the street. The property had been sold by the 

administrator of the Sparks Estate, Charles Magee, in 

3/ 1874 to George Tyrell ' and was not developed until after 
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4/ 
it was sold in 1893 to Henry A. Brouse, a fruit dealer. 

Brouse commissioned a local contractor, William McCarthy, 

5/ to built two stores on lot 10- The Brouse Building, 

as number 181 was called, originally housed Mr. Brouse1s 

fruit company as well as an architect and insurance agent. / 

7/ The building was sold in 1901 to Thomas Askwith ' 

8/ who sold that same year to Benjamin F. Stapleton. ' In 

9/ 1902 the building was changed into the Globe Hotel. / 

Although the building was sold to Nelson D. Porter in 

1904 ' and George F. Perley in 1908, ' it continued 

to be used as a hotel until after being sold to Eva Carling 

in 1908.12/ 

After 1908 the building was used by a former owner, 

13/ Benjamin F. Stapleton, as an amusement centre until 1917. 

14/ The building was used as a recruiting office ' and was 

15/ then vacant until bought by Hugh Carson in 1920. ' The 

Carson Building, as it was then called, was the brief 

home of the Commercial Travellers' Club. / The building 

then housed a succession of artists, dentists, and insurance 

17/ agents. After 1931 ' the ground floor was occupied by 

the Province of Ontario Savings Office who stayed until 

18/ 1937 when they were replaced by Ritholz Optical Co. 

Hugh Carson sold the building in 1948 to Orme's Ltd. 

who owned the piano and furniture store neighbouring on 

19/ the east. ' After this date the ground floor was occupied 

by a jeweller and the optical company. The upper floors, 

20/ however, were used by Orme's as a storehouse. 
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In 1955 the building was sold to the Metropolitan 

21/ Life Assurance Co. ' After this date the ground floor 

was used by a succession of restaurants until 1965 when 

it was leased to Coles Books. At this time the Life Assurance 

Company spent $60,000 converting the three storey store 

into a more up-to-date office building and store. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107004400013A 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 13A Sussex Dr ive 

Building Name: Rideau H a l l 
(if important) Gate House 

Source of Ti t le Pho to : C . I .H .B . 

Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1868 

Architect: F . P . Rub idge , Depar tment of P u b l i c works 

Builder: Thomas C. P idgeon 
Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: Government of Canada 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied : 

Building use: G o v e r n m e n t a l ; o t h e r ( r e s i d e n c e ) 

Major building mater ia l : B r i c k 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature 

1 s t o r e y wing 
Date 

1938 

Architect 

D.P.W. 
Builder 

H. Dagena i s 

Comments : 

Gates and Gatehouse were secondary steps in the conversion of "MacKay's 
Castle" to the governor-general's estate, Rideau Hall. They were 
undertaken under Lord Monck . 



344 

13A Sussex Drive Ottawa 

Located at the entrance to the grounds of Rideau Hall 

on Sussex Drive, the Gatehouse is basically a two-storey 

octagonal-shaped brick structure constructed in the Regency 

Style. It houses the gate-keeper to the governor-general's 

residence. 

The grounds of Rideau Hall were originally part of 

the estate of Thomas MacKay. Born in Scotland in 1792, 

he came to Canada in 1817 and began his career here as 

a stone mason. He first lived in Montreal and from there 

went to work on the Lachine Canal and later on the foritifications 

at Fort Lennox. He came to the Chaudière Falls in 1825 

and undertook to build the lower locks of the Rideau Canal. 

In 1831 he acquired a small sawmill located at the mouth 

of the Rideau River and in 1833 built a small grist mill 

nearby. This was followed shortly afterwards by a cloth 

factory. MacKay secured by lease in 1836 all of New Edinburgh, 

Rockcliffe, and a large part of Green Island and was later 

2/ to acquire ownership of this property. ' A thriving community 

began to develop around the mill complex, and in 1838 MacKay 

built a manorial residence for himself which he named 

Rideau Hall. 

Rideau Hall, nicknamed "MacKay's Castle", was originally 

much smaller than the present structure and resembled 
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3/ a Regency Villa. ' MacKay lived here until his death 

in 1855. In 1864, with the new Parliament buildings nearing 

completion in Ottawa, the Canadian government began looking 

for a temporary residence for the governor-general, Lord Monck. 

This was to serve until a permanent residence could be 

4/ built at Nepean Point. ' Consequently, Rideau Hall and 

approximately 80 acres were rented from the MacKay estate 

for this purpose. Plans were made in 1865 to enlarge 

the villa by three or four times. Simplified Second Empire 

additions were made at this time by the government architect 

F.P. Rubidge consisting mainly of a long two-storey wing 

5/ on the east side. ' In 1886 other buildings appeared 

in the grounds, notably Rideau Cottage for Monck's secretary. 

Shortly afterward appeared a new ice-house, a carriage 

house, stables, cattle barn, laundry, and a port-cochère 

at the front door of Rideau Hall. ' 

In 1867 Lord Monck expressed a concern for improving 

the grounds of his residence. He asked for stone piers 

and iron gates for the entrance to the grounds to be tended 

7/ by a new entrance lodge. The design for the gatehouse 

would have been supervised by Rubidge. The actual construction 

8 / 
of the building was undertaken by Thomas C. Pidgeon, 

the very competent Ottawa contractor who had, in 1856, 

built the Kingston Custom Home, a cut stone edifice in 

9/ the Italianate style. ' Lighting was by gas and heating 

by means of box stoves or fire places. The building was 
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completed in 1868 at a cost of $950.00. ' That same 

year the buildings and grounds were purchased from the 

MacKay estate for the sum of $82 ,000.00.11' 

No major alterations were made to the gatehouse until 

1938. At this time a contract was awarded to H. Dagenais 

Ltd. of Ottawa to implement certain alterations and to 

build a brick one storey wing at the rear of the building. 

The interior was partitioned to give space for a dining 

room, kitchen, pantry, furnace room, and toilet. Cost 

12/ of construction was $5,985.00. ' There is no record 

of any further alterations. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107004400375 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 375 Sussex Dr ive 

Building Name: N o t r e Dame 
(if important) B a s i l i c a 

Source of Ti t le Photo: C . I . H . B . 
Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1841-1853 

A r c h i t e c t : F a t h e r John Cannon and F a t h e r P i e r r e - A d r i e n Telman; G. B o u i l l o n , 
_ . . . , , . _ . . . . , i n t e r i o r d e s i g n 
Builder: A n t o i n e R o b i l l a r d 3 

Craftsmen (List Type)carving - F l a v i e n Rochon and P h i l i p p e P a r i s e a u 
( L o u i s - P h i l l i p p e H é b e r t , 1878) 

Name and occupation of original owner: Roman C a t h o l i c D iocese of Ottawa 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: 
Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: 

Building use: R e l i g i o u s , Church 

Major building material : S t o n e 

Alterations : 
General Nature 

S t e e p l e s 
Choi r 
I n t e r i o r R e n o v a t i o n s 
S i d e Towers 

Date 
1858 
1862 
1878 
1897 

Comments : 

The o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g c h u r c h in Ot tawa, 

Architect Builder 

Jo seph F a u t e u x , 
M o n t r e a l 
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375 Sussex Drive Ottawa 

Notre Dame Basilica, situated on Sussex Drive between 

St. Patrick and Guiges Streets, was consecrated in 1853 

and is the oldest surviving church in Ottawa. It is a 

Roman Catholic Cathedral, being the seat of the Archbishop 

of the Diocese of Ottawa. The building is of cut-stone 

and is largely built in the Gothic Revival Style. 

The building occupies four city lots. Three of these 

were rented from the Ordnance Department for a church site 

in 1831 and the fourth was acquired the following year. 

The land was purchased in 1854 but there was a flaw in 

the title and a Letter of Patent was not issued until 

1950. 

The present building, constructed at an estimated 

cost of $120,000, ' replaced a smaller wooden church built 

in 1832. By 1839 the early building was found to be too 

small for the congregation and in March of that year an 

association of 4,000 persons was formed for the purpose 

2/ of erecting a large stone church. ' Tenders were advertised 

for in the Bytown Gazette from October through December 1839 

but it was not until 1841 that work on the new church 

actually began. Father Cannon, the curate, planned a 

great stone curch in a classical design like that of the 

recently destroyed St. Patrick's in Quebec City. The 
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contract for the building was given to Antoine Robillard 

who later built the Mother House of the Grey Nuns on Sussex 

Drive in 1847. The corner stone was laid in October, 

1841 by the Most Reverend Count Forbin Janson, exiled bishop 

of Nancy, France. 

Work on the new building proceeded rapidly for the 

first two years but then construction was delayed due 

to lack of funds. It was not until the arrival of the 

Oblate fathers from France, who took over the parish, 

3/ that construction began anew, probably in 1844. ' Father 

Pierre-Adrien Telmon came from France especially to supervise 

the building of the church. His subsequent design was 

a radical departure from the classical plans of Father 

Cannon, as he favoured a Gothic design. A contemporary 

observer describes the church as Father Telmon found it: 

The walls had been nearly completed to the second 

row of windows. The father entered enthusiastically 

into the work of finishing the building. The 

windows in the original design were semicircular 

arch heads and were intended to be in two rows 

the upper one of which was to light the galleries 

of the church. The father, however, had the 

intervening stone work and the round arched 

heads of the lower row of windows pulled out, 

and the windows built up into the long ones 

as they appear at this day with the Gothic or 

4/ pointed arches. ' 
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The main doors were not changed and remain with their 

rounded heads and straight cornicing. 

In 1848 a new diocese was formed in the Ottawa Valley, 

and the new church was chosen to be the cathedral. The 

first bishop appointed was Monsignor Bruno Guiges, O.M.I., 

who was consecrated in the unfinished cathedral in 1848. 

The design of the interior was presided over by 

Monsignor G. Bouillon who designed Notre Dame de Lourdes on 

Montreal Road (1887). Like the exterior, the interior 

is of Gothic Revival Style but it is much more ornate. 

The vaulted ceiling is very detailed and the main altar 

5/ was almost two years in the making. ' Most of the initial 

carving was done by Flavien Rochon and Philippe Pariseau. 

It was Pariseau who did the carving in the Library of 

Parliament. In 1850 a Casavant pipe organ from Ste. Hyacinthe, 

Quebec was installed. This was electrified in 1890 and 

remodelled in 1940. 

The Basilica was consecrated in 1853 by His Excellency 

the Most Reverend Cajetan Bedini, Special Ambassador of Pope 

Pius IX in the United States. In this ceremony the remains 

of Ste. Félicite were placed under the consecration stone 

of the main altar. Addition to the cathedral continued, 

however, and in 1858 two identical steeples, each surmounted 

by a spire and a cross, were erected. A gilded Madonna 

and Child carved by the Spanish sculptor Cordona was erected 

at this time. The continuing growth of the parish rendered 
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the cathedral too small even before it was finished, and 

it was continually being enlarged. A choir was built 

in 1862, the basement of which was designed in imitation 

of the Lower Chapel of La Sainte-Chapelle in Paris. / 

In 1876 the cathedral was one of the first buildings in 

Canada to be equipped with a hot water heating system. 

A program was begun in 1878 to embellish the unfurnished 

interior. This is an important phase in the building 

of the cathedral because of the substantial carving that 

was done at this time. Louis-Phillippe Hébert, one of 

the foremost Canadian sculptors of his day, was commissioned 

to carve 30 life-sized figures of patriarchs, prophets, 

apostles, and evangelists. Philippe Pariseau was brought 

in to carve 60 mahogany stalls in the sanctuary. The 

two side altars were also probably carved at this time. 

The one at the north, dedicated to the Sacred Heart, contains 

a relic of St. Amile who was martyred in Africa. A newspaper 

article refers to the south altar as "the most beautiful 

7/ arnament of the Basilica". ' The bas-relief was carved 

by Hébert. 

The two side towers were built in 1897 by Joseph Fauteux 

8/ of Montreal. / Alterations and repairs costing $70,000.00 

were made to the building in 1931, and in 1946 alterations 

were made to the door facing St. Patrick's Street costing 

$2,600.00. The cathedral has had at least one state funeral, 

that of Georges P. Vanier in 1967. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lor 

Date: J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107004400419-423 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 419-423 Sussex Dr ive 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Tit le Photo: C . I . H . B . 

Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: c a . 1866-1876 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: E l i z a b e t h Graham or Edward M c G i l l i v r a y 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l Commission 

.. . . . . o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; h o t e l or i n n ; M e r c a n t i l e ; s p e c i a l Building use : . , s t o r e s or shop 

Major building material :Br ick 

Alterat ions: 
General Nature 

shop f r o n t s 
r e n o v a t e d 

Date 

1963 

Architect 
N.C.C. 

Builder 

Comments : 
I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t p a r t of t h i s b u i l d i n g was used a s a r a f t s m e n ' s 
h o t e l , l i n k i n g i t t o t h e c i t y ' s e a r l y economic r a i s o n d ' e t r e , t h e 
t imber t r a d e . 
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419-423 Sussex Drive Ottawa 

This is a three storey stone commercial building located 

between Murray and St. Patrick on the east side of Sussex 

Drive. Originally four stories high, the building is 

an early example of Italianate Style in Ottawa. 

The building is located in Lower Town, one of the 

oldest sections of Ottawa, originally known as part of 

Lots A and B in Concession C in Nepean Township. These 

lots were granted by the Crown to Jacob Carmen in 1802. 

They comprised the area now bounded by Bronson Avenue, 

the Rideau River, and Rideau and Wellington Streets. ' 

In 1812 this land became the property of Thomas Fraser, 

whose son sold it to Lord Dalhousie, Governor of British 
2/ North America, in 1823. ' 

The property began to be populated after the commencement 

of the Rideau Canal in 1826. Leiutenant-Colonel By reserved 

Barrack Hill (now Parliament Hill) for military purposes 

and designated a village site on either side: Upper Town, 

immediately to the west, and Lower Town, now bounded by 

Clarence Street, Rideau Street, Sussex Drive, and the 

3/ Ottawa River. Lower Town was originally part of a swamp, 

but By drained the area in 1827 and proceeded to have 

4/ building lots surveyed. ' Some of the many tradesmen 

and labourers working on the canal began to settle here 
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while the gentry tended to settle in Upper Town. There 

was speculating on land, however, and By, in an effort 

to check this, advocated that lots be leased for a thirty 

5/ year period instead of being granted. / 

The site of the present building is on a lot comprising 

the west half of the block bounded by Sussex, Murray, and 

St. Patrick streets. John Leverre was the original lessee 

who took over this lot in 1829. / The lease was assumed 

in 1831 by Elizabeth Graham who at one time had five building 

7/ lots in Lower Town. ' A Bird's Eye view of Lower Town 

for 1859 shows a two storey building which could have 

8/ been built by either Leverre or Graham before this date. ' 

Elizabeth Graham was given title to the lot on Sussex 

Drive in 1855.9' 

Mrs. Graham sold the lot in 1867 to Edward McGillivray, / 

a local merchant and entrepreneur. He was the first president 

of the Bytown and Montreal Telegraph Co. in 1848, and 

in 1858-59 was Mayor of Ottawa. ' Either Graham or McGillivray 

was the original owner of the present building, the earliest 

pictorial record of which is in the 1876 Bird's Eye View 

12/ of Ottawa. The building seems to have originally been 

used for a hotel and shops, judging from the Ottawa City 

Directory, which describes the building's tenants as early 

as 1872. C.C.J. Bond, in his book on Ottawa, says that 

the building housed shops below and raftsmen's hotels 

above.13/ 
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McGillivray, who had mortgaged his property to 

Daniel O'Connor, the owner of a neighbouring building, defaulted 

14/ on a payment, allowing O'Connor to take possession in 1874. 

The building was still being used for a hotel and shops at 

15/ 
this time. / O'Connor sold the building to Caroline Desloges 

in 1886, by which time the building was no longer being 

16 / 
used as a hotel but contained a restaurant and apartments. ' 

The building was not very prosperous after this date, 

much of the building being vacant, and it reverted to 

17/ 
Daniel O'Connor in 1893. ' By 1900 the building was 

being used as a warehouse. / 

O'Connor sold in 1905 to Doran and Devlin, who sold 

19/ 
to John S. Ewart, a prominent Ottawa lawyer, in 1906. ' 

After this date the building became a little more prosperous. 

A garment manufacturer occupied the ground floor of number 

419, the other space being used by a building supply company 

20/ 
which also occupied 419 after 1909. ' The building supply 

31 / 
company used the building until 1920 x when a fire destroyed 

22/ 
much of the upper storey and part of the roof. The 

23/ 
building was sold that same year to Alexander Garvock, 

a contractor. The building was then used by a candy manufacturer 

24/ 
until 1924 when the building was sold to Moses Loeb. 

Loeb occupied number 421 with his wholesale confectionery 

business, renting out 419 to an upholsterer and 423 to 

a printer. / A restaurant later moved into 423. 

Although Loeb sold the building in 1930 to Major Hill 
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Realties, ' these firms continued using the building 

until 1947 at which time Loeb relocated and the upholstery 

28 / firm expanded to occupy 421. ' That same year Major 

29/ Hill Realties decided to demolish the gutted fourth storey. ' 

Major Hill Realties sold the building in 1953 to 

Joseph Reiter and Bernard Lesh, owners of Superior Upholstery 

Co. Their firm continues to occupy 419-21 to this date 

while 423 is rented to a fashion shop. 

The building was expropriated, however, in 1963 by 

the National Capital Commission which renovated the shop 

30/ fronts to resemble their original appearance. ' 
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Canadian Inventory of H i s to r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report 

H i s t o r i a n r C . J . T a y l o r 

Date : A p r i l 1975 

C e o c o d e : 0 6 1 0 7 0 0 5 4 0 0 3 5 5 

C i ty : O t t a w a 

Address: 355 W a v e r l e y S t r e e t 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of T i t l e Photo: C . I . H . B . 

P h a s e I 

Building T.nformation 

Date of Cons t ruc t ion : 1890 

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown 

Bui lder : Unknown 

Craftsmen (L is t Type) 

Name and occupat ion of o r i g i n a l owner: Murdock McKinnon , c i v i l s e r v a n t 

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Notable type of occupants : 

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d : 

Building use- o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

p r e s e n t - R e s i d e n t i a l ; m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

Major bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l : B r i c k 

A l t e r a t i o n s : 
General Nature Date Arch i t e c t Builder 
c o n v e r t e d t o a p a r t m e n t s 1946 

Comments : 
Middle c lass housing. 



364 

355 Waverley Street Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick dwelling built 

in the Eastlake mode of the Queen Anne Style. The building 

is located on the east half of lot six on the north side 

of Waverley Street. 

The property on which the building is situated was 

part of the estate of John By, which was one of the most 

important parcels of land in the development of 19th century 

Ottawa. The original by estate comprised all the land 

south of Laurier to Gladstone and east of Bronson to Riverside 

with the exception of the canal reserve. Most 

of this land had originally been the property of Grace McQueen 

2/ and was sold to By in 1832. ' 

3/ Helier V. Noel, who arrived in Ottawa in 1827 ' , 

bought some land from By which included the present lot 

six on Waverley Street. Noel sold to Arthur Mathewman 

4/ in 1871 who immediately sold to James Gillies, a carpenter. ' 

By this time Waverley Street (then Charles Street) had 

been laid out and surveyed for building lots. Gillies 

sold lot six in 1885 to Eliza F. Henderson. She sold 

in 1890 to Murdock McKinnon, a clerk with the Department 

5/ of Railways and Canals. ' Presumably McKinnon had two 

houses built on lot six at this time, for the Ottawa City 

Directory, 1891-92 shows them as being occupied, with McKinnon 

residing in number 355. 
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McKinnon sold number 355 to Denis Hogan, a sergeant-

major in the Ottawa Police Force, in 1895. ' Hogan did 

not live in the house but rented it out to Joseph C. Bartram, 

who was a salesman with the Rideau Lumber Co. ' Bartram 

was replaced in 1918 by Mitchell Nolan, an agent. He 

lived in the house until 1920 when Agnes and Mary O'Farrell 

moved in. ' Agnes O'Farrell purchased the house in 1922. ' 

She sold it in 1934, ' although the O'Farrells continued 

to occupy the house until 1939 when it was sold to 

Raymond L. Blois of the R.C.M.P. ' 

Blois occupied the house but sometime around 1945 

made renovations to accommodate a tenant who moved in 

12/ that year. ' More substantial renovations were made 

in 1946 when Blois converted the house into three living 

units. / He sold in 1963 to Wing Ham Wong ' who moved 

into the house and continued to rent out the other two 

units. 
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H i s to r i an :C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: December 1974 

Geocode: 06107005900240 

Ci ty:Ot tawa 

Address :24 0 McLeod S t . 

Building Name N a t i o n a l Museum 
(if important) of Man ( V i c t o r i a 

Memorial) 
Source of Ti t le Photo :C. I .H .B. 

Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1905-1912 

Architect: David E w a r t , Depar tment of P u b l i c Works 

Builder : George Goodwin 

Craftsmen (List Type) 300 m a s t e r s t o n e masons and s t o n e c u t t e r s were 
impor ted from S c o t l a n d t o c o n s t r u c t t h i s b u i l d i n g 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner: 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants : government d e p a r t m e n t s 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: 
o r i g i n a l o c c u p a n t s - N a t i o n a l G a l l e r y , G e o l o g i c a l Survey 

Building u s e - E x h i b i t i o n , A u d i t i o n and S p e c t a c l e ; museum 

Major building mate r ia l : s t o n e from l o c a l q u a r r i e s . S tone and cement 
Alterations* e x t e r i o r o r n a m e n t a t i o n from Nova S c o t i a 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

Removal of e x t e r i o r b e f o r e 1915 
t u r r e t s 
Partial removal of main tower 1916 
Addition of window 1926 
Extensive repairs 1934 

Comments : 
Senate and House of commons met in this building after the 1916 
fire in the Parliament Buildings. 
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240 McLeod Street Ottawa 

The Victoria Memorial Museum was built at an estimated 

cost of $1,250,000 ' in a time of much government expansion 

in the national capital. During the period 1896 to 1913, 

federal government expenditures on national services multiplied 
2/ seven times. The Dominion Observatory, the Printing 

Bureau, the Dominion Archives, the Royal Mint, the Connaught 

Building, a geodetic museum at the observatory, and 

the museum were all built during this period. This 

activity contrasts with the first 30 years of Confederation 

during which time the Langevin block and the Geological 

Museum were the only significant additions to government 

building. 

The museum, originally called the Royal Victoria 

Museum, is situated on McLeod Street between Elgin and 

Metcalfe Streets. The property was originally part of 

3/ the farm of William Stewart, who purchased it in 1834. ' 

Stewart was a prominent man in the Bytown community, serving 

as a city councillor in 1828. He began to subdivide his 

farm into building lots but retained the block of land 

on McLeod Street for a residence which he called Appin 

Place. The house, built of stone in the Gothic Revival 

4/ Style, was erected in the 1870s. ' 
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Appin Place was chosen as a site for the proposed 

museum against all geological knowledge and the contractor's 

protects that the soil was unstable soft clay with bedrock 

100 feet below. The probable rationale for this choice 

was that the museum would make an appropriate beginning 

5/ to a stately avenue leading up to Parliament Hill. ' 

The original plans for the museum reflected this idea. 

They called for a ribbed crown of concrete to surmount 

the central tower which would have complemented the decorative 

metal crown on the original centre block (Fig. 1). 

Construction of the museum began in 1905 based on 

the plans of David Ewart. David Ewart (1843-1918) was 

chief architect for the federal Department of Public Works 

and was responsible for the design of all the buildings 

in the period of government expansion mentioned above 

with the exception of the Printing Bureau. The Public 

Archives (1904-1907), the Royal Mint (1904-1908) 

and the Connaught Building (started in 1912) are all built 

in the same style as the museum building. The design 

for the museum, as with other of Ewart's buildings, represents 

a break from Victorian Gothic architecture, popular in 

Ottawa at this time, and is imitative of heavy Romanesque 

structures of medieval Europe. Details of the main 

façade were changed during construction of the building, 

including the elimination of the crown. Ewart's final plans 

describe a main curtain 219 feet long by 52 feet deep 
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having a wing at either end 54 feet by 143 feet, a tower 

58 feet square in front of the middle, and an amphitheatre 

81 feet broad by 76 feet deep in the rear ' (Fig. 2). 

Besides the National Museum, the building was also intended 

to house the fisheries museum, art gallery, and part of 

the Geological Survey. 

Construction of the building was a massive and difficult 

undertaking (Fig. 3). It took seven years to complete 

and cost over $1,250,000.00 (Fig. 4). The contractor, 

George Goodwin, imported 300 master stone masons and stone 

cutters from Scotland to carry out the task. ' The difficulties 

were so great that, according to his son, Goodwin just 

9/ broke even on the venture. ' Construction was delayed 

by a year-long stone cutters' and stone masons' strike 

but the chief difficulty lay in the unstable foundation 

which was causing trouble even before the building was 

completed. There were times when people refused to work 

in the basement because as the building settled, there 

was danger of flying brick and stone. The stone used in 

construction all came from local quarries, while the stone 

and cement exterior ornamentation all came from Nova Scotia. 

The floors were constructed of maple, and the woodwork 

of quartered oak. 

The settling of the foundation necessitated changes 

soon after the building was completed. Some of the exterior 

turrets were removed while inside, partitions were removed 
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and floors raised. By 1915 the central tower had begun 

to separate from the front of the building, taking the 

whole front with it, and a government contract was given 

in 1916 for the partial removal of the main tower. The 

work consisted of removing 80 feet of masonry, eleven 

leaded stained glass windows, a roof and ceiling of steel 

floor beams, and covering the facade with terra cotta and 

concrete. A temporary wooden roof was erected at the 

first floor level over the area of the tower. ' 

After the fire which destroyed the Parliament Buildings 

in 1916, the Senate and House of Commons made the museum 

building their temporary home. In order to accommodate 

this addition, the National Gallery and Geological Survey 

located to other premises. It was from the museum that 

Wilfrid Laurier's funeral commenced in February 1919. 

With the move of the legislature to the new Parliament 

Buildings in 1920, the National Gallery and Geological 

Survey moved back into the building. At this time the 

National Gallery was provided with a separate entrance 

at the east end of the building and was partitioned off 

from the rest of the structure by fire-proof walls and 

12/ doors. ' The building was probably re-named the Victoria 

Memorial Museum at this time. 

In 1926 work commenced on the front of the building. 

A large window was added, part of the wall was veneered, 

13/ and a stone coping was built over the entrance. The 
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partition separating the National Gallery from the museum 

was found, in 1934, to be settling, and extensive repairs 

14/ were made to this section of the building. The National 

Gallery relocated in 1958 to the Lome Building on Elgin 

Street, and the Geological Survey moved shortly afterwards 

to its buildings on Booth Street. 

The Victoria Memorial Museum closed in 1970 to facilitate 

extensive interior changes. These cost $6,000,000.00, 

of which approximately $2,800,000.00 was spent on shoring 

up the foundations, while the rest went to provide new 

displays for the National Museum of Man and the National 

Museum of Natural History, the present occupiers of the 

building, and to equip a new archaeology hall. The Department 

of Public Works advises that the sinking of the building 

has ended, but that to be certain, a check is still made 

every six months. 
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Figure 1: Parliament Buildings, Center Block, c. 1880. Public 
Archives of Canada, National Photography Collection, 
C 10006. 



375 

Figure 2: Architect's Drawing, 1904. Public Archives 
of Canada, National Map Collection, C 89149. 
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Figure 3: Victoria Museum under construction, 1907. Public Archives 
of Canada, National Photography Collection, PA 42281. 
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Figure 4: Royal Victoria Museum just after it was built. 
Public Archives of Canada, National Photography Collection, C 33384. 



Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C.J . Taylor 

Date: Apr i l 1976 

Geocode: 06107006300140 

City: Ottawa 

Address:140 Bay S t r e e t 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo : C . I. H.B . 

Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1895 

Architect: 

Builder: 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

William H. Rowley, Secre tary-Treasurer 
Name and occupation of original owner : Q f E > B > E d d y C o m p a n y ( l a t e r Pres ident) 

Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: 
Anglican Diocese of Ottawa 

Notable type of occupants: Bishops of Anglican Diocese of Ottawa 

Notable occupants and reason identified: 

Comments : 

Wealthy Ottawa re s idence . 

o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s ing le dwelling 
bunding use: p r e s e n t _ F o o d s e r v i c e ; r e s t a u r a n t 

Major building material: Brick 

Alterations: 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 

2 s torey wing a t rear 
verandah removed 
main door a l t e r ed 



380 

140 Bay Street Ottawa 

This is a two and one-half storey Queen Anne style house 

with a two storey wing at the rear. Since 1971 it has 

been used as a restaurant. There was originally a verandah 

along three sides of the house, and the main door has been 

altered; otherwise the exterior has been little changed. 

The land on which the house is situated was once 

part of the estate of Nicholas Sparks who had, in 1826, 

purchased from John Burrowes Honey, the original land grantee, 

the lot now bounded by Wellington and Rideau Streets, 

Waller Street, Laurier Avenue West, and Bronson Avenue. ' 

This part of the Sparks estate was subdivided in 1863 

2/ into building lots. ' Lot 18 on Queen Street South, the 

site of 140 Bay Street, was sold in 1882 by Charles Magee, 

3/ the executor of the Sparks estate, to Daniel O'Connor. ' 

There was already a two and one-half storey stone house 

4/ on the property, ' and O'Connor had probably occupied the 

land for some years previous to his receiving title. 

That same year the house was sold to Edward Van Cortland Wright 

(1835-1915)5// who lived here with his family until 1894.6' 

That year his daughter, Hannah Bertha Wright, sold the 

7/ house to William H. Rowley. 

William H. Rowley was, at the time, secretary-treasurer 

of E.B. Eddy Company, the Hull pulp and paper firm, becoming 
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its president about 1904. In 1908 he subsequently became 

8/ president of the Canadian Manufacturers Association. 

Rowley intended to build a residence becoming of his position 

and had the stone house pulled down and replaced with 

the present edifice. The Ottawa City Directory, 1896-

1897 describes an unfinished house on the site but 

Charles E. Goad's Insurance Plan of the City of Ottawa, 

1888, revised to 1895, shows the present building completed. 

9/ The Rowley family occupied the house until 1913, after 

which it remained vacant for a time, until 1920, 

when it was occupied by the Right Reverend John C. Roper ' 

of nearby Christ Church Cathedral, Anglican bishop of Ottawa. / 

The house was sold in 1923 to the Anglican Diocese 

12/ of Ottawa ' for use as a rectory. Roper lived here for 

a number of years through the 1920s and 1930s. The 

next occupant of the house was the Right Reverend Robert Jefferson 

who occupied the house in the 1940s and 1950s. The Right 

Reverend Ernest S. Reed lived here next until the house 

13/ 
was sold in 1970 to Landis Realty. ' These latter two 

clerics attained the position of archibishop. 

Since this time the house has been rented. It was 

14/ occupied by a group called Libistro ' and more recently 

by the Seigneurie Restaurant. The building was sold in 

1974 to Morris Kertzer, in trust. 
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12 City of Ottawa, Registry Office, loc. cit. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107006400071 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 71 Bronson Ave. 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo: C.I.H.B. 

Phase I 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1893 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Comments: F i r s t b u i l d i n g on t h i s l o c a t i o n . 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner: W i l l i a m H u t c h i n s o n , d i r e c t o r , 
MacKay M i l l i n g Co. 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: owners u n t i l 1930 a s s o c i a t e d w i th lumber m i l l s 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied : 

Building use- o r i g i n a l - R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

p r e s e n t - R e l i g i o u s ; o t h e r (Angl ican d i o c e s a n o f f i c e ) 

Major building mate r ia l : B r i c k 

Altera t ions: 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 
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71 Bronson Avenue Ottawa 

This two and one half storey brick Queen Anne style structure 

was originally built as a single family dwelling but is 

now used to house offices of the Anglican diocese of Ottawa. 

The building is located on the east side and at the north 

end of Bronson Avenue (formally Concession). 

The land on which the house is situated was once 

part of the estate of Nicholas Sparks who had, in 1826, / 

purchased from John Burrowes Honey, the original land 

grantee, the lot now bounded by Wellington and Rideau 

Streets, Waller Street, Laurier Avenue West, and Bronson 
2/ Avenue. Colonel By had begun his survey of Upper Town 

in 1826, and Sparks therefore proceeded to have his adjacent 

property surveyed for building lots. 

The earliest documented owner of the lot now known 

as 71 Bronson was Henry Kelly Egan (later Sir Henry), whose 

3/ title to the property can be dated back to the 1870s. 

Egan (1848-1925) was one of the founders of the Hawkesbury 

Lumber Company and was one of the elite connected with 

4/ the lumber industry in Ottawa in the late 19th century. 

The present lot would have been part of a much larger 

5/ estate which he sold in 1882 to Erskme E. Bronson, 

son of H.F. Bronson, another Ottawa Valley lumber baron. 



385 

Erskine Bronson succeeded to the presidency of his father's 

firm, the Bronson and Weston Lumber Company, in 1889. / 

At the time of his purchase of the Egan estate there was 

no house on the site of the present 71 Bronson. Instead 

of building on this lot, Erskine Bronson built a large 

home for himself across the street (72 Bronson Street) 

which has subsequently been torn down. 

Bronson sold the lot across from his house in 1893 

to William Hutchison, managing director of the MacKay 

7/ Milling Company. ' Number 71 Bonson Street was built 

about this time. Hutchison lived in the house until 1899 

at which time he sold it to Ward C. Hughson, a local lumber 

merchant. ' 

The Hughson family lived in the house until 1930 when 

Mr. Hughson died. Mrs. Hughson spent $10,000.00 having 

9/ the house converted to apartments ' and then rented the 

building. W.B. Harshaw, manager of the Bank of Montreal, 

lived here until 1937, ' followed by F.A. Acland who 

lived here until 1950. ' In 1950 the house was granted 

to the Parish of Christ Church Cathedral for use as a 

,. ... 12/ 
diocesion office. ' 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

H i s to r i an :C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: F e b r u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107006400190 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 190 Bronson Ave. 

Building Name: 
(if important) 

Source of Title Photo ;C . I. H .B . 

Phase I 

Building Information 
Date of Construction: 1889 

Architect :n n known 
Builder : Unknown 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of or iginal owner R o b e r t J . Dav idson , foreman, R. Thackray 
P l a n i n g M i l l s 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: owners u n t i l 1927 , t e n a n t s have been p r i m a r i l y 
c i v i l s e r v a n t s s i n c e then 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied : 
Hon. P e t e r Heenan, M i n i s t e r of Labour , 1927 

i l d i •»• o r i g i n a l ~ R e s i d e n t i a l ; s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
u mg use: p r e s e n t _ R e s i d e n t i a l ; m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

Major building material : Br ick 

Al terat ions : 
General Nature Date Architect Builder 
C o n v e r s i o n t o 5 1937 
a p a r t m e n t s 
r e a r ve randah c o n v e r t e d 1948 
to sunroom 

Comments : 
Located on a much disputed piece of land originally owned by 
L.P. Sherwood. 
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190 Bronson Avenue Ottawa 

This is a two and one half storey brick dwelling situated 

on the west side of Bronson Avenue between Gloucester 

and Nepean. It is built in the Queen Anne Style. 

The history of the land on which the house stands 

is interesting because of the controversy that surrounded 

it. Bronson Avenue (formerly Concession Street) formed 

the western boundary of Lot 40, which was bounded on the 

north by the Ottawa River, on the east by Bayswater Street, 

and on the south by Carling Avenue. ' This property should 

have been an important estate in the development of early 

Ottawa, but its development was retarded by the legal and 

political entanglement which enmeshed it in the first part 

of the 19th century. By mid-century the town's core had 

been firmly established to the east and the role of Lot 

40 was to be primarily residential. 

The original land grantee of Lot 40 was Robert Randall, 

a miller and land speculator from Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

He arrived in Nepean Township shortly after it had been 

surveyed and realized the tremendous hydraulic potential 

of the river frontage. The land itself was quite poor 

for farming. He subsequently petitioned for land and 

received Lot 40 in Concession 1 and A in 1809. He was 
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not able to develop the property, however, as he was unfortunately 

pressed by debts and was imprisoned for seven years in 

a Montreal debtors' prison. Upon his release he engaged 

the Upper Canada law firm of Boulton and Boulton to bring 

a suit for false imprisonment against his creditors. 

Although he had a good case, the judgement kept being 

deferred necessitating repeated trips to court. His lawyer 

pressed for payment and, apparently in an unscrupulous 

fashion, acquired control of Randall's assets. It was 

this action that allowed Henry Boulton, who was to become 

a member of the Family Compact, to have Lot 40 auctioned 

by the Sheriff in 1820. As the land was disposed of without 

2/ Randall's knowledge the auction was not well publicized. ' 

These details of the loss of Randall's property are important 

because the whole sale of the property was later questioned 

in the courts, causing the buyers some trouble in establishing 

outright ownership. It could have been a minor point 

if the buyers had not become involved in their own legal 

disputes. As it turned out, it complicated an already difficult 

issue. 

The principal buyer of Randall's property on the 

Ottawa River was a half-pay army officer named Captain 

John Le Breton. He resided on a nearby farm and had, 

like Randall, seen the possibilities of Lot 40, which fronted 

on the Chaudière Rapids. By the time of Le Breton's purchase 

the property had become important as a landing site for 



390 

supplies heading up the Richmond Road and had acquired 

the name of Richmond Landing. It was a natural centre 

for the growing settlement around this time, and the Governor 

of Canada, Lord Dalhousie, had expressed a desire to obtain 

it in a letter to Leiutenant Governor Peregrine Maitland dated 

22 September 1820. He wrote: "From the Richmond Landing 

place, (through the Nepean township there is a prodigious 

fine tract of land totally waste, and yet the road is 

very tolerable to ride, or even for a waggon to go on 

it) I think it is desirable to obtain that lot of the 

landing place as a Government depot of stores, whether 

3/ for emigrants at present, or for warlike stores hereafter." ' 

The government missed the auction, however, and Le Breton, 

backed by the Brockville lawyer Levius Peters Sherwood, 

purchased the lot for L499. A few months after the sale, 

the lot was partitioned, Le Breton taking the west half 

and Sherwood the east half. From these ownerships came 

4/ the Names 'Le Breton Flats' and 'Mount Sherwood'. ' 

Dalhousie was understandably miffed at missing the 

auction but became enraged when, upon approaching Le Breton, 

he was informed that the property was worth at least 

5/ 
B3,000. This incident turned Dalhousie against Le Breton, 

and, although Dalhousie acted quickly to secure river 

frontage next to Lot 40, he was to cause Le Breton a great 

deal of trouble. As it was the original settlement did 

not begin from Richmond Landing but from what is now Lower 

Town (geographically much less suited to settlement). 
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Richmond Landing still could have developed much 

quicker as a part of Bytown had it not been for the conservatism 

of Le Breton and Sherwood and the grudge which Dalhousie 

bore toward Le Breton. Sherwood, it seems, was involved 

as an absentee speculator and was not interested in developing 

the property. In trying to realize the greatest profit 

form his property, Le Breton delayed acting and embroiled 

himself in quarrels with the military and government. 

Dalhousie's influence worked to continually frustrate 

Le Breton in his legal proceedings. When Le Breton and 

Sherwood endeavoured to bring legal action against squatters 

and loggers, Dalhousie intervened and engaged the Attorney-

General of Upper Canada, John Beverly Robinson, to represent 

7/ une defendants. ' The questionable validity of the Sheriff's 

sale was raised at the ensuing trial, and it was not until 

1828 that Le Breton had clear title to the land. By this 

time construction on the canal had begun and Lieutenant-

Colonel John By, acting on instructions from Dalhousie, built 

a timber channel in front of Lot 40. According to Le Breton 

he effectively ruined the possibility of erecting a mill 

8 / on the site. Thus, although building lots were advertised 

for sale after 1828 on Lot 40, there was not the commercial 

activity on the water front that would have populated 

the back lots owned by Sherwood. 

The hydraulic potential of the south side of the 

Chaudière Falls was not developed until the 1840s. In 
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1852 lumbermen J.J. Harris, Henry Franklin Bronson, and 

9/ Pattee and Perley purchased hydraulic lots on this site. 

It was probably after this time that the big mill owners 

began to acquire building lots on former Lot 40. Settlement 

of Sherwood's land was slower. An 1842 map of Ottawa 

shows no building lots on the back half of Lot 40, while 

an 1857 map shows the area only partially surveyed for 

lots. A plan for the area was deposited with the Honourable 

George Sherwood, heir to L.P. Sherwood, in 1868, and 

it was probably shortly afterward that William G. Perley, 

of what at the time was the lumbering firm of Perley, 

Pattee and Brown, bought the lot which is 190 Bronson Street. 

Perley sold the lot in 1888 to George Dick, who, that 

same year, sold to Robert J. Davidson. Davidson, a 

foreman at R. Thackray Planing Mills, had the house built 

13/ for himself and his family at a cost of about $3,000. 

The Davidsons lived in the house until 1926. In 1927 

the house was rented to the Honourable Peter Heenan, Minister 

of Labour. / The following year Davidson's widow sold 

the house to Percy J. Wood, factory manager and later 

14/ vice-president of the Canadian Bank Note Co. Ltd. 

The Woods lived in the house until 1938 when they moved 

to Clemow Avenue. They had converted the house into five 

apartments in 1937 and continued to rent these out until 

1968 when the house was sold to Lynda A. Fitzsimmons. 

In 1972 Ms. Fitzsimmons sold to William G. Leslie. 

Besides the conversion to apartments, the other major 
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interior change on record occured in 1948 when the rear 

15/ verandah was converted into a sun room. ' The tenants 

since 1938 have been primarily civil servants. 
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Dr i v e w a y 
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302-312 Driveway Ottawa 

The picturesque row of brick houses at 304-312 Driveway 

is said to have been designed in 1906 by a New York architect 

and built by a Mr. Poirier, who at the time owned a store in 

the area later to become Cofederation Square. It is now 

threatened with demolition because of a plan of high-rise 

development in the Driveway area. 

Its ingenious saw-tooth plan was the solution chosen 

to accommodate the group to the sharp angle that the Driveway 

forms with the First and Second Avenues, thus truly exploiting 

the natural contours of the land in a most charming and 

informal way (Fig. 1). 

The building stands on a cut stone foundation, rises 

two full storeys, and is terminated with a flat roof (Fig. 2-3). 

However, both front and rear (Fig. 4) elevations are designed 

in echelon, the main façade being greatly animated by 

features treated with entire freedom and imagination: 

each unit is entered through the side of a boldly projecting 

square tower (Fig. 5). Two of these towers are crowned 

with high pitched pyramidal roofs and one with a bell shaped 

roof, while the two lower ones carry barrel vaulted roofs 

(Fig. 6-10). The inner angles between the towers (Fig. 11-12) 

are partially filled with two storey porches resting on wooden 
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columns. A balustrade runs above the roof cornice and serves 

as a uniting device between each tower. 

Although it may be said that some stylistic features 

of the building, such as bracketed towers, balustrades 

and arched windows, are a continuation of the 19th century 

Italianate tradition, the overall impression is one of 

stong architectural individualism, relating in a general 

way to the Picturesque esthetic, whereby the quality of 

the visual impression made upon the beholder by the exterior 

of the building is of primary importance. Consequently, 

the building is designed to be seen from many points of 

view, in each of which the masses are composed differently, 

in an almost baroque feeling for movement (Fig. 11-13). 

This constant emphasis on visual impact is further 

present in the choice of extravagant tower roof outlines 

(some of them recalling the oriental inspiration of the 

Royal Pavillion in Brighton), in the choice of decorative 

tower windows (some elliptical, some rounded, often incorpor

ating tracery effect) , in the alternating of arched and flat 

headed windows (another unifying factor), in the use of 

colour contrasts (the stone voussoirs and lintels accenting 

the windows against the dark brown brick of the walls), and 

finally in the use of light and shadow contrasts through 

the presence of brick patterns in relief. 

No major changes have affected the exterior character 

of the building. The building is, generally speaking, 
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in fair condition; some medallion windows have been slashed, 

and the wood work is threatened with deterioration because 

of a lack of maintenance. 

A search through the C.I.H.B. computer records for 

row housing incorporating towers in their design has turned 

out a number of structures, the majority of which are 

located in Montreal. However, none of these houses were 

found to reflect a similar composition. Towers do proliferate 

at the end of the 19th century but are often added only 

to vary the roof outline without affecting the main bulk 

of the building. Such is the case for the 3-storey row 

houses such as 414-18 Prince Arthur (Fig. 14), 3954-

58 St. Denis (Fig. 15), and 3585-91 Jeanne Mance 

(Fig. 16) (built 1910) in Montreal. These relate to an 

earlier tradition of severe row housing design. 

560-564 Ontario Street (Fig. 17) in Toronto, 

is a brick row house with a continuous gabled roof from 

which partly project a combination of gables and towers 

carrying high pitched pyramidal roofs. 

In Brockville, Ontario, there also exists a turn 

of the century brick row house at 1-19 Court Terrace 

(Fig. 18) in the picturesque mode; here the rectangular 

plan is still retained, while conical towers alternating 

with frontispieces project from a medium-pitched hipped 

roof. Stone lintels accent flat headed windows. None 

of the examples discussed above exhibit the extravagant 

massing and details characteristic of 304-312 Driveway. 



399 

The interior layout for units of 304-312 Driveway 

is based on variations of the side hall plan. The main 

door leads to an entrance hall extending within the tower's 

first storey. An extension of the hall provides access 

to both the parlour and dining area, the latter in turn 

communicating with the kitchen and study. 

The staircase located in the main hall ascends to 

the second floor in two straight flights; the newel post 

and balusters are square and plain. The hall on the second 

floor leads to all four bedrooms—the master bedroom 

projects within the tower; access to the tower's upper 

stage (used as storage space) is through a trap door located 

in this room. 

Interior trim is very plain, with a certain crispness 

of design quite modern in feeling. Doors characteristic 

of the first decades of the century incorporate large 

glazed and mullioned surfaces. The dining room exhibits 

a handsome cupboard set in the wall and extending down 

to the floor plinth. The design of its doors, incorporating 

semi-circular glazed sections, is much in keeping with 

that of the doors and arched windows. 

The row house at 304-312 Driveway constitutes a strong 

and most uncommon architectural statement in Ottawa. 
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1 C.C.J. Bond, City on the Ottawa (Ottawa: Queen's 
Printer), p. 91. 



(Used as title photo.) 

Figure 1: View of the row house from 1st Avenue, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 2: View of the front façade, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 3: View of the side elevation, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 4: View of the rear elevation, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 5: View of the main door, at side of tower, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 6: Detail of the tower, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 7: Detail of the tower, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 8: Detail of the 
tower, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 9: Detail of the tower, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 10: Detail of the 
tower, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 11: View of the front elevation seen near 2nd 
Ave., C.I.H.B. 

Figure 12: View of the front and side elevation, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 13: View of composition at the corner of 
the unit, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 14: 414-420 Prince Arthur, Montreal, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 15: 3954-62 St. Denis, Montreal, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 16: 3585-91 Jeanne-Mance, Montreal, C.I.H.B. 



Figure 18: 1-19 Court Terrace, Brockville, C.I.H.B. 

Figure 17: 560-564 Ontario, Toronto, C.I.H.B. 
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62-64 John Street Ottawa 

Originally built as a semi-detached workman's dwelling, 

this one and one half storey stone dwelling is located 

on Lot 13, John Street in New Edinburgh. It is one of 

the oldest surviving buildings in Ottawa. 

New Edinburgh was founded by Thomas MacKay in the 

1830s. He was born in Perth, Scotland in 1792 and came 

to Canada with his wife in 1817. A stone mason, he first 

lived in Montreal and was a contractor on the Lachine 

Canal and the fortifications at Fort Lennox. He came 

to Chaudière Falls in 1825 and worked on the first bridge 

across the Ottawa. He subsequently built the lower 

locks of the Rideau Canal. In 1831 he acquired a small 

sawmill located at the mouth of the Rideau River and in 

1833 built a grist mill nearby. Later he was also to 

build a cloth factory here. He secured by lease in 1836 

all of New Edinburgh, Rockcliffe, and a large part of 

Green Island and was later to acquire ownership of this 

property. Two years later MacKay built a large residence 

on his estate which was later to become the governor-general's 

2/ residence known as Rideau Hall. Buildings were few 

in New Edinburgh until 1840 when Thomas MacKay began to 

survey lots in the village. New Edinburgh was designated 

a village in 1867 and incorporated in Ottawa as Rideau 

Ward twenty years later. 
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The John Street building was built in 1837, probably 

by Thomas MacKay, as a residence for his millhands. As 

of June 1838, however, one half of the house was used 

as a schoolhouse with James Fraser as its first teacher. 

Fraser probably lived in the other half of the building. 

The house was used as a school until 1844 when James Fraser 

moved to teach in Bytown, and the New Edinburgh school 

was re-located to Alexander Street. ' The building then 

reverted to a workingman's double residence. Possibly 

around this time dormers were added. ' MacKay sold the 

building in 1848 to Alexander Scott. An early City Directory 

lists Alexander Scott as a baker and confectioner in Ottawa. 

He married Alison MacKay, daughter of Thomas MacKay1s 

nephew and one of the heirs of the MacKay estate. ' Alison Scott 

sold the property in 1857 to John McLaurin, a New Edinburgh 
7/ 

logging contractor. ' McLaurin's estate continued to 

own the property until 1959 when the building was sold 

to the National Capital Commission. The building continued 

to be inhabited by working class families throughout the 

20th century. 

There are no records of changes made to the building 

in the 20th century until after the building was bought 

by the National Capital Commission. In 1966 the N.C.C. 

decided to make the house an historic site, removed the 

tenants, and, in 1967, began to restore or renovate the 

building. The dormer windows and a rear wing were removed, 

8/ and a new shingled roof and modern doors added. 
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Endnotes : 

1 Francis J. Audet, "The Honourable Thomas McKay, M.L.C., 
Founder of New Edinburgh, 1972-1855," Report of the 
Canadian Historical Association, 1932, pp. 65-68. 

2 Harry and Olive Walker, Carleton Saga (Ottawa: 
Carleton County Council, 1968), pp. 324-334. 

3 Gladys Blair, "School of 1837 lives on as Home," 
Ottawa Journal, 1 March 1958. 

4 For a history of the school see also John Askwith 
"Recollections of New Edinburgh", unpublished ts., 
n.d. For a history of the school see also, A History 
of Chrichton Street Public School in the Ottawa Suburb 
of New Edinburgh (Ottawa: Crichton Home and School 
Assocation, 1964) . 

5 See photograph, Ottawa Journal, 1 March 1958. 

6 Francis J. Audet, loc. cit. 

7 Harry and Olive Walker, loc.cit. 

8 National Capital Commission, Heritage Section, file 
H12-17. 
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Canadian Inventory of H i s to r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report 
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35 Mackay Street Ottawa 

This two and one half storey Classical Revival house, 

with its smooth cut rusticated quoins and handcrafted 

masonry, occupies lot 4 on the north-west corner of Mackay 

and Thomas streets in New Edinburgh. The building is 

well preserved and is a rare example of a dwelling house 

built in the 1860s still remaining in Ottawa. 

Located on the east side of the Rideau River and 

running down to the Ottawa River, New Edinburgh was founded 

by Thomas Mackay. Mackay came to Canada from Scotland 

in 1817. At first he settled in Montreal and from there 

went to work as a stone mason on the Lachine Canal and 

later on the for itifcations at Fort Lennox. He came to 

the Chaudière Falls in 1825 and undertook to build the 

lower locks of the Rideau Canal. In 1831 he acquired a 

small sawmill located at the mouth of the Rideau River 

and in 1833 built a small grist mill nearby. This was 

followed shortly afterward by a cloth factory. Mackay 

secured by lease in 1836 all of New Edinburgh, Rockcliffe, 

and a large part of Green Island and was later to acquire 

ownership of this property. ' A thriving community began 

to develop around the mill complex. Mackay was appointed 

to the Legislative Council of Canada in 1841 and died 

in 1855. Although separate from Ottawa, New Edinburgh 
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was too close to remain independent and really became 

Ottawa's first suburb. The Ottawa City Passenger Railway, 

established in the 1850s conveniently linked the suburb 

to the downtown area, and New Edinburgh grew to be mainly 

residential for both mill workers and city white collar 

workers. It was designated a village in 1867 and became 

a part of Ottawa twenty years later. 

Although lots are shown on Mackay Street as early 

as 1857, the Wallings map of 1863 shows no building on 

the site of 35 Mackay. The present building was therefore 

probably not erected until after the property was sold 

3/ by Thomas Mackay's widow in 1864. ' The property was 

bought by James Allen, a New Edinburgh merchant, who was 

4/ appointed collector of taxes for New Edinburgh in 1867. ' 

The building was originally a single dwelling with doors 

facing on both Mackay and Thomas Streets. There is no 

record of tenants for the 1860s but the building was 

almost certainly rented out, as James Allen owned other 

houses in the area. Sometime in the 1870s the building 

was probably divided into two dwellings, one becoming 

71 Thomas Street, the other remaining as 35 MacKay. 

A kitchen at the rear was possibly added at this date. 

For the latter part of the 19th century and the beginning 

of the 20th century, many of the tenants were employees 

of one of the successors of the Mackay mills. 
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The building was sold in 1894 to George E. Preston, 

a merchant tailor, who inhabited 35 Mackay. In 1905 

the building was bought by Russell G.C. Edwards of the 

W.C. Edwards family whose firm, W.C. Edwards and Company, 

had bought the Mackay sawmills in 1894. ' Both dwellings 

tended to be occupied by white collar employees of the 

Edwards firm until the 1920s when Allen Reefer, an Ottawa 

architect, moved into 35 Mackay. Reefer added the delicate 
9/ 

porches and pillars and interior doors with medallions. ' 

A building permit for 1925 shows that $3,000.00 worth 

of alterations were done at this time. 

The building is presently owned by Mrs. E.L. Bogue, 

daughter of Russell G.C. Edwards. 
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Endnotes : 

1 Francis J. Audet, "The Honourable Thomas McKay, M.L.C., 
Founder of New Edinburgh, 1792-1855," Report of 
the Canadian Historical Assocation, 1932, 

2 Harry and Olive Walker, Carleton Saga (Ottawa: Carleton 
County Council, 1968), p. 325. 

3 City of Ottawa, Registry Office. 

4 Harry and Olive Walker, op. cit., p. 324. 

5 Gladys Blair, "Inexplicable inconsistencies intriguing," 
Ottawa Journal, 10 February 1973. 

6 Ibid. 

7 City of Ottawa, Registry Office. 

8 Ibid. 

9 Gladys Blair, op. cit. 
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73-75 MacKay Street Ottawa 

This one and one-half storey double house is an early 

example of the suburban building that was being erected 

in New Edinburgh until the 1880s. ' The building occupies 

lot 10 in block 10 on MacKay Street.2' 

New Edinburgh was founded by Thomas MacKay in the 

1830s. Born in Scotland in 1792, he came to Canada in 

1817 and began his career here as a stone mason. He first 

lived in Montreal and from there went to work on the Lachine 

Canal and later on the fortifications at Fort Lennox. 

He came to the Chaudière Falls in 1825 and helped construct 

a bridge there. He later contracted to build the lower 

3/ locks of the Rideau Canal. In 1831 he acquired a small 

sawmill located at the mouth of the Rideau River and in 

1833 built a grist mill nearby. This was followed shortly 

afterwards by a cloth factory. MacKay secured by lease 

in 1836 all of New Edinburgh, Rockcliffe, and a large 

part of Green Island and was later to acquire ownership 

4/ of this property. ' A small community began to grow up 

around MacKay1s industries, although buildings were few 

until 1867 when New Edinburgh was designated a village. 

The village grew rapidly in 1870s and 1880s when it 
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became a suburb to house the expanding population of the 

civil service. In 1887 the village was incorporated into 

Ottawa as Rideau Ward. 

William Woodburn, who was a carpenter at the MacKay 

Sawmills, acquired lots 10 and 11 on MacKay Street from 

5/ the heirs of Thomas MacKay in 1867. It is unlikely 

that Woodburn began building immediately, as he did not 

take out a mortage until 1874. ' The mortgage was foreclosed 

in 1877, and the house sold to James Allen, a local merchant 

7/ and land owner. Allen sold to Woodburn's widow in 188 2. ' 

From the 1870s through the first decade of the 20th 

century both sides of the building were rented to civil 

servants, as were many houses in New Edinburgh at this 

time. In 1909 the double house was sold to William H. 

Smith, a foreman at the American Bank Note Company, who 

split ownership of the building by selling number 75. 

8 / He sold number 73 in 1923. ' The two units continued 

to be rented out after 1909, although not to civil servants. 

Ida Hipp, a widow, rented number 73 until 1928, while 75 

was rented to Gavin W. Russell, a piano tuner and later 

repair manager with C.W. Lindsay Piano Company. The Russell 

9/ family lived in the house until 1948, / although they had 

acquired ownership of number 75 in 1928. Number 73 continues 

to be rented out at the present time while number 75 has 

been occupied by the owner since the Russells' time. 
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There is no record of major alterations to the building 

since 1918. The Goad's Insurance Atlas of Ottawa shows 

the wooden extension at the rear of the building existing 

before 1888. 
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1 See C.C.J. Bond, City on the Ottawa (Ottawa: Queen's 
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2 See plan number 70, New Edinburgh, C.I.H.B. file. 

3 Francis J. Audet, "The Honourable Thomas McKay, M.L.C., 
Founder of New Edinburgh, 1792-1855," Report of the 
Canadian Historical Association, 1932. pp. 65-68. 

4 Harry and Olive Walker, Carleton Saga (Ottawa: Carleton 
County Council, 1968), pp. 324-334. 

5 City of Ottawa, Registry Office. 

6 Ibid. 

7 Ibid. 

8 Ibid. 

9 Ottawa City Directory, 1909-1948 (Toronto: Might, 
1909-1948). 
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439 Queen Street Ottawa 

Christ Church Cathedral is situated at the western end 

of Sparks Street overlooking Wellington Street. It is 

an Anglican cathedral, being the seat of the bishop of 

the diocese of Ottawa. It is built of Nepean sandstone 

in the decorated period of English Gothic style. 

The land on which the cathedral is situated was originally 

part of the estate of John Burrowes who in 1823 was granted 

the land bounded by Wellington and Rideau Streets, Waller 

Street, and Laurier and Bronson Avenues. The title to 

this property was shortly afterwards sold to Nicholas Sparks, 

and with the building of the canal and the development 
2/ of Bytown after 1827, Sparks estate became very important. 

The site for the cathedral was donated to the Church of 

3/ England by Sparks in 1832. ' 

The present building replaced a Gothic stone church 

built the year the land was acquired from Sparks. Almost 

from the beginning the original church suffered from limited 

space. Additions made in 1843 and a chapel built on Sussex 

in 1860 only temporarily alleviated this problem. With 

the rapid growth of Ottawa in 1867, raising the population 

of the city to 18,000, the facilities of church and chapel 

4/ became strained. 
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A study made in 1870 by the Ottawa builder William 

Hodgson of the repairs needed by the old church suggested 

the construction of a new church able to seat 1,000 people. 

A church building committee debated for two years on whether 

or not to build a new church but finally commissioned King 

Arnoldi to draw up a set of plans for a new church that 

would cost less than $25,000.00 to build. / Arnoldi was a 

prominent architect of the city; he worked with Thomas Fuller 

on the design of the Parliament Buildings and designed 

St. Alban's Anglican Church in Sandy Hill. He stated 

to the building committee that the large amount of building 

going on in the city at that time prevented low costs 

from being achieved. ' 

Although Arnoldi's design is predominantly Gothic 

Revival, the art historian R.H. Hubbard makes the following 

distinction: 

...Arnoldi*s design had a strong individuality 

to set it off from the usual spindly products 

of the Gothic Revival. On the outside, its rough 

masonry of warm-coloured Nepean Sandstone, and 

its step-gables borrowed from old Scottish architecture, 

lent it a sturdiness that was altogether appropriate 

to a building set upon a rock. Only the spire 

and those curious rocket-like finials on the 

ends of the aisles had anything about them of 

7/ the tell-tale Victorian attenuation. ' 
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Another Victorian detail, since removed, was the wrought-

iron finials on the spire and gables. The interior was 

both spacious and simple, the dominant feature being a 

double row of clustered and tinted marble columns resembling 

8/ those in the Houses of Parliament. ' The building was 

constructed largely along the plan of Arnoldi's design 

except that the building committee reduced the depth of 

9/ the chancel by 30 feet. ' The new church cost just under 

$50,000.00 to complete. As no builder has been named, 

it is possible that Arnoldi supervised the construction 

himself. Separate contracts were let out to George Taylor 

for masonry, T. Duff for plaster work, and W. Thompson 

for carpentry. / The building was completed in 1873. 

The Diocese of Ottawa was created in 1896, and the 

new bishop, Charles Hamilton, designated Christ Church 

its cathedral. 

Additions to the cathedral did not occur for a number 

of years, the congregation preferring to concentrate on 

supporting buildings such as the parish hall, built in 

1902. In 1927, however, a committee was formed to investigate 

the possibilities of creating a cathedral plan. This 

entailed building a new chancel, to resemble a cathedral 

choir, and a transept. ' The building fund was started, 

and by 1931 $25,000.00 had been raised. Plans were drawn 

by Ottawa architect A.J. Hazelgrove, and the building contract 

was given to John Ferguson. The interior of the cathedral 
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was remodelled in a style described by R.H. Hubbard as 

12/ "Modern Gothic." / The chancel comprised a centre aisle 

with arcade and clerestory and with side aisles occupied 

by organ and chapel respectively. Considerable wood carving 

was added in the form of the oak stalls and seetilia down 

the centre aisle, the bishop's throne, altar, reredos, 

and wainscot. These were all carved by craftsmen in Dundas, 

13/ Ontario. ' Construction was finished in 1933 at a cost 

of $34,000.00.14/ 

At least one State Funeral has taken place at the 

cathedral, that of Vincent Massey in 1968. 
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report 

Building Information 

Date of Construction: 1879-1881 

Architect: Depar tment of P u b l i c Works 

Builder: Rober t Whyte 

Craftsmen (List Type) 

Name and occupation of original owner: Depar tment of M i l i t i a and Defence 

Notable subsequent owners and reason ident i f ied: 

Notable type of occupants: G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l ' s Foot Guards 

Notable occupants and reason ident i f ied: 

Building use: M i l i t a r y ; armoury 

Major building mater ia l : B r i c k 

Al te ra t ions : 
General Nature Date 

New roof 1974 

Architect Builder 

Comments: T h i s b u i l d i n g i s a s y m m e t r i c a l deve lopment of t he I t a l i a n 
V i l l a S t y l e somet imes used for e x h i b i t i o n b u i l d i n g s and 
c o u n t y f a i r s a f t e r 1860. 

Historian: C . J . Tay lo r 

Date: J a n u a r y 1975 

Geocode: 06107010900001 

City: Ottawa 

Address: 1 C a r t i e r Square 

Building Name: D r i l l H a l l 
(if important) 

Source of Ti t le Photo: C . I . H . B . 

Phase I I 



434 

1 Cartier Square Ottawa 

The Cartier Square Drill Hall is a two-storey brick building 

located on the eastern side of Cartier Square off Laurier 

Avenue near the Rideau Canal. It is the home of the Governor-

General's Foot Guards and other reserve army units. 

The Cartier Square property was originally described 

as being part of Lot B Concession C in Nepean Township. 

It was acquired by the Ordnance Department from the executors 

of the estate of Leiutenant-Colonel John By in 1840. ' In 

1856 it was included in the List of Ordnance estates trans

ferred to the Province of Canada under the supervision of 

2/ the Commissioner of Crown Lands. ' The property was then 

transferred to the control of the Department of Militia 

3/ and Defence by the authority of an Order-in-Council. 

In 1878 it was decided to build a drill hall and 

armoury on the site, and the contract was given to Robert Whyte, 

a local builder. Drawings, specifications, and work were 

carried out under the immediate supervision of the Department 
4/ 

of Public Works at an estimated cost of $30,000. ' The 

annual report of the Chief Architect of this department 

for 1879 describes the building under construction: 

The cost of the drill shed being limited, it 

was necessray to make the elevation plain in 

character. Effect was attempted by varying the 
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material. White brick from the works of T.M 

Clarke, of New Edinburgh, was introduced in the 

shape of ornamental panels and moulded strings, 

5/ in addition to the original plan. ' 

The original plan consisted of a large central hall surrounded 

on three sides by rooms for field battery, cavalry, garrison 

artillery, and foot guards. Over a portion of these are 

band rooms, reception rooms, and stores. Heating was 

by stoves, and the building was lit by gas from the city 

services. Latrines were built behind the building in 1882. ' 

The building style is a symmetrical development of 

the Italian Villa Style popular after 1860. The style, 

often used for houses, was also used for exhibition buildings 

for county fairs. This type of fair building frequently 

had a monitor on the roof, as does the drill hall. The 

Cartier Square building is not a particuarly notable example 

of this style of architecture but does exhibit good examples 

7/ of period carpentry. / The roof is supported on queen 

post trusses and the queen posts continue vertically upward 

to form the vertical frame of the monitor. ' 

9/ Except for a new roof constructed in 1974, ' the 

building remains today virtually unchanged. The drill 

hall is now used in the summer by the Governor-General's 

Foot Guards as a point of departure for their changing 

of the guard ceremony on Parliament Hill. 
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INDEX BY DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Pre-1840 06107002600138 
06107008600062-64 

1840-1844 06107000200149 

06107004400375 

1850-1854 06107004400375 

1855-1859 
1860-1864 06107000200047-49 

06107002900193 
06107008700035 

1865-1869 06107000200125 
06107000200274 
06107001200188 
06107001800451 
06107003200240 
06107004400013A 
06107004400419-423 
06107008700035 

1870-1874 06107000200046-48 
06107000200250-252 
06107000200125 
06107000200336 
06107000200363-383 
06107001800464 
06107003200240 
06107003300395 
06107003500049 
06107004300093 
06107004400419-423 
06107008700073-75 
06107010700439 

1875-1879 06107000200125 
06107000500240 
06107000500229 
06107003000150 
06107003000195 
06107003300335 
06107010900001 

1880-1884 06107001300195 
06107003700014 
06107003700236 
06107004300042-50 
06107004300014 
06107010900001 

1885-1889 06107003100332-334 
06107006400190 
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1890-1894 06107002800507 
06107003000040-46 
06107003500102 
06107003500103-113 
06107004300181 
06107005400355 
06107006400071 

1895-1899 06107003600037 
06107003600059 
06107004200326-328 
06107006300140 

1900-1904 06107001700500 
06107003100155 

1905-1909 06107003500329-332 
06107003700252 
06107005900240 
06107007000304-312 

1910-1914 06107003100038-44 
06107005900240 
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INDEX BY ORIGINAL USE OF BUILDING 

Residential; single dwelling... 06107000200149 
06107000200240 
06107000200274 
06107000200336 
06107000500229 
06107001200188 
06107001300195 
06107001700500 
06107001800451 
06107001800464 
06107002600138 
06107002800507 
06107002900193 
06107003000150 
06107003100155 
06107003100332-334 
06107003300335 
06107003300395 
06107003500102 
06107003600037 
06107003600059 
06107003700236 
06107003700252 
06107004200326-328 
06107005400355 
06107006300140 
06107006400071 
06107006400190 
06107008700035 

Residential; double dwelling... 06107000200046-48 
06107000200047-49 
06107000200250-252 
06107003500329-331 
06107008600062-64 
06107008700073-75 

Residential; multiple dwelling. 06107000200363-383 
06107003100038-44 
06107003500103-113 
06107007000304-312 

Residential; hotel or inn 06107004400419 

Educational; school 06107003400049 

Educational; college and 
university 06107003000195 
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Exhibition, Audition, Spectacle; 
museum 06107005900240 

Administrative, Professional, 
Financial; office 06107003000040-46 

06107003700014 
06107004300042-50 
06107004300181 

Administrative, Professional, 
Financial; bank 06107003700014 

06107004300093 

Mercantile; special store 
or shop 06107002900193 

06107003000040-46 
06107004300042-50 
06107004300181 

Governmental; other 06107004400013A 

Military; armoury 06107010900001 

Religious; church 06107000200125 
06107003200240 
06107004400375 
06107010700439 

Religious; other 06107002600143 
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INDEX BY ARCHITECT, BUILDER, AND CRAFTSMEN 

Arnoldi, King 
Architect 06107000200125 

06107003200240 
06107010700439 

Ash (and Shore) 
Woodwork 06107003000040-46 

Billings, Braddish 
Architect and builder 06107003000150 

Bouillon, Mgr. G. 
Architect 06107004400375 

Browne, John James 
Architect 06107003000040-46 

Burns, William Hall 
Sculptor 06107004300093 

Butterworth 
Plumbing and heating 06107003000040-46 

Cannon, Father John 
Architect 06107004400375 

Charlebois, André 
Builder 06107002600143 

Corry, James 
Architect and builder 06107003500102 

06107003500103-113 
06107004200326-328 

Crain, George 
Builder 06107003400049 

Dagenais, H. 
Builder 06107004400013A 

Dandurand, Father D. 
Architect 06107002600143 

Duff, T. 
Plasterer 06107010700439 

Ewart, David 
Architect 06107001800464 

06107005900240 
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For in, J. 
Builder 06107003000195 

Fraser, Angus 
Builder 06107003100155 

Fuller, Thomas 
Architect 06107000200125 

Garnet, Alexander 
Mason 06107003000040-46 

Gauthier, L.Z. 
Architect 061070026000143 

Goodwin, George 
Builder 06107005900240 

Goodwin, James 
Builder 06107003200240 

Hébert, Louis-Phillippe 
Carver 06107004400375 

Hodgson, W. 
Architect and builder 06107000200240 

06107004300042-50 

Holbrook (and Sutherland) 
Builder. 06107003400049 

Horsey (and Sheard) 
Architect 06107000500229 

Horwood, E.L. 
Architect 06107003400049 

Reefer, Allen 
Architect 06107008700035 

Kelly, John 
Architect and builder 06107004300093 

King, R.A. 
Builder 06107000200149 

Lackey (and Taylor) 
Builder 06107003400049 

Laver, Augustus 
Architect 06107003200240 
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Lyons (and Robillard) 
Builder 06107003000195 

Lyons, J.J. 
Builder 06107003400049 

MacKay, Thomas 
Builder 06107008600062-64 

Mather, James 
Architect 06107003400049 

Montreal Bridge Co. 
Ironwork 06107003000040-46 

National Capital Commission 
Architect 06107004400419-423 

Odell, Horace 
Builder 06107001300195 

Painter (and Taylor) 
Builder 06107000200125 

Pariseau, Phillippe 
Carver 06107004400375 

Pidgeon, Thomas C. 
Builder 06107004400013A 

Poirier, M. 
Builder 06107007000304-312 

Public Works (Federal) 
Department of 
Architect 06107004400013A 

06107005900240 
06107010900001 

Public Works (Ontario) 
Department of 
Architect 06107003000195 

Robillard (and Lyons) 
Builder 06107003000195 

Robillard, Antoine 
Builder 06107004400375 

Robillard, Honore 
Architect and builder 06107000200363-383 

Rochon, Flavien 
Carver 06107004400375 
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Rubidge, F.P. 
Architect 06107004400013A 

Scott, J.C. 
Builder 06107003300335 

Sheard (and Horsey) 
Architect 06107000500229 

Shore (and Ash) 
Woodwork 06107003000040-46 

Stewart, McLeod 
Architect 06107003700014 

Stewart, W. 
Builder 0610700200240 

Strickland, W.R. 
Architect 06107003000195 

Sutherland (and Holbrook) 
Builder 06107003400049 

Taylor (and Lackey) 
Builder 06107003400049 

Taylor (and Painter) 
Builder 06107000200125 

Taylor, George 
Mason 06107010700439 

Telman, Father Pierre-Adrien 
Architect 06107004400375 

Thomas, W.T. 
Architect 06107003400049 

Thompson, W. 
Carpenter 06107010700439 

Tully, Kivas 
Architect 06107003000195 

Watts, J.W.H. 
Architect 06107001700500 

Whyte, Robert 
Builder 06107010900001 




