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Figure 1 . Map of Newfoundland showing l o c a t i o n 

of P l acen t i a (a) and S t . John ' s ( b ) . Sca l e : 

50 m i l e s . 
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Figure 2 . Map of Avalon Peninsula showing 

l o c a t i o n of Cas t l e H i l l (a) and P l a c e n t i a ( b ) . 

Sca l e : 25 mi l e s . 
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Figure 3 . General view of Cas t l e H i l l looking 

toward the s o u t h e a s t . Cannon i s on the modern 

platform on t h e remnant of the west gun p la t fo rm. 
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Figure 4 . General view of Cas t le H i l l looking 

west from the G a i l l a r d i n . 





1770 

Figure 5. View of the east side of the fort look

ing toward the southwest. Glacis and modern foot

bridge are on the left and the northeast bastion 

during excavation is on the right. 





1772 

Figure 6 . French plan of 1695. C140, 1695 p lan -

H4/150. Map Div i s ion , Public Archives of Canada. 
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Figure 7. French plan of 1701. Plan du Fort Royal. 

Public Archives of Canada. 





1776 

Figure 8 . Plan of For t Royal enlarged from the 

French plan of 1709. Fea tu res shown: L-shaped 

ba r r acks ( a ) , guardroom (b ) , hangar ( c ) , maga

z ine ( d ) , s t a i r s ( e ) , gun platform ( f ) , d ry-wal l 

around t h e s i t e ( g ) , b a t t e r y for two m o r t a r s , ( h ) , 

ramp up t o gun pla t form ( i ) , ramp down to magazine 

( j ) , path down to P l a c e n t i a ( k ) , and unf in i shed 

d i t c h in f ron t of the redoubt ( l ) . Scale in t o i s e s . 

Plan du For t de P la i sance e t des e n v i r o n s . Hl /140-

P la i sance-1709 , Map Divison, Public Archives of 

Canada. 
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Figure 9 . French plan of 1713. Plan du For t de 

P l a i s a n c e . C1A0, 1713 p lan-H3/ l40 , Map Div i s ion , 

Publ ic Archives of Canada. 





1780 

Figure 10. English plan of1714, showing the fort 

as transferred from the French. Plan of the Fort, 

Castle, Outbatteries, and Settlement of Placentia 

as it was delivered to the Forces of Her Majesty 

of Great Brittain in the year 1714. Map Division, 

Public Archives of Canada. 
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Figure 1 1 . English plan of 1762. A Plan of the Fort 

on C a s t l e H i l l . C140, 1762 p lan-H3/ l40 , Map Div

i s i o n , Public Archives of Canada. 
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F i g u r e 1 2 . P].an of C a s t l e Graves e n l a r g e d from 

t h e E n g l i s h p l a n of 1702 . F e a t u r e s shown: 

b l o c k h o u s e ( a ) , o f f i c e r s ' guardroom ( b ) , main 

guardroom ( c ) , magazine ( d ) , s t o r e h o u s e ( e ) , 

l i n e of s t o n e d r y - w a l l ( f ) , p a l i s a d e ( g ) , p i c k e t 

l i n e r e p l a c i n g p a r a p e t ( h ) , pa th t o nea rby gun 

p o s i t i o n s ( i ) , pa th down t o P l a c e n t i a ( j ) . Sca l e 

i n f e e t . A P lan of t h e F o r t on C a s t l e H i l l . P u b l i c 

A r c h i v e s of Canada . 
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Figure 1 3 . Engl ish p lan of 1775. Plan of Cas t le 

Graves a t P l a c e n t i a i n Newfoundland. L t . P r i n g l e , 

1775. C140, 1775 p lan-H4/ l50 . Map Div i s ion , 

Publ ic Archives of Canada. 
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Figure 14. Sketch from the log of H.M.S. Pegasus. 

1786. A view of Placentia harbour looking north

east from Quarry Hill. Castle Hill with its 

blockhouse is at the extreme left. Courtesy of 

Provincial Archives, Government of Newfoundland 

and Labrador, St. John's. 
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Figure 15. Sketch from the log of H.M.S. Pegasus, 

1786. A view looking southwest from the west gun 

platform of the fort. Flagpole and cannon in 

foreground, Pointe Verde in distance. Courtesy 

of Provincial Archives, Government of Newfound

land and Labrador, St. John's. 
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Figure 16 . Sketch from the log of H.M S. Pegasus, 

1786. A view looking south toward P l a c e n t i a . 

Dry-wall b r i dge , south guardhouse and the sou th 

e a s t demi-bas t ion of the f o r t a r e shown. Courtesy 

of P rov inc i a l Archives , Government of Newfoundland 

and Labrador, S t . J o h n ' s . 
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Figure 1 7 . Enlarged s e c t i o n of a i r photo showing 

the s i t e p r i o r to excava t ion . L.S.C. Job P/2600/ 

65 Area "B" ICAS-65-33 R.Q. 2923 P l a c e n t i a , Nfld. 

A 1S765 (27-49) 152.54 mm. l e n s AASL 2400' 

Date 27 -6 -65 . National H i s t o r i c S i t e s Se rv i ce . 
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Figure le, Countour map of Cast le H i l l , Fea tures 

shown: masonry w a l l s above surface (a , b ) , modern 

foo tb r idge ( c ) , modern cannon pla t form ( d ) , f l a g 

pole bases (e) and dry-wal l rubb le on sur face 

( f ) . Hor i zon ta l sca le in f e e t . Contour i n t e r v a l , 

1.0 f t . 
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Figure 19. Countour map of general site area 

showing park boundary. National Historic Sites 

Service, St. John's. 
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Figure 20. Geohm Resis t iv i ty Meter Survey of the 

"Castle", Castle H i l l , Nfld. A., B Medians of well 

defined high r e s i s t i v i t y a rea . C., r e l a t i v e l y weak 

continuation of area A. Û., E. , Medians of 

moderately well defined high r e s i s t i v i t y a reas . 

F. Median of poorly defined high r e s i s t i v i t y a rea . 

(The wall along E1050, jus t above ground l eve l , 

produced an anomaly of equally poor de f i n i t i on . ) 

The survey was made by the four-probe method on 

l ines running north at 2.0 f t . i n t e r v a l s . Probe 

spacing was 2.0 f t . and probe penetrat ion was 0.5 f t . 

or l e s s . Scale 1.0 in . equals 10.0 i ' t . 
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F i g u r e 2 1 . P lan of t h e e x c a v a t i o n s showing t h e 

l o c a t i o n of o p e r a t i o n s , s u b - o p e r a t i o n s and l o t s , 

s u b - o p e r a t i o n and l o t numbers a r e shown. 
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Figure 22. Site plan showing a rch i t ec tu ra l 

f ea tu res . 



FIGURE 22 
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Figure 2 3 . Operat ions 1 and 2 . E leva t ion showing 

the e a s t wall of ope ra t i on 1, the doorway and 

s t a i r s and c r o s s - s e c t i o n of ope ra t i on 2 along the 

same l i n e . Scale i n f t . 
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Figure 24. Operation 1. View to the north show

ing the doorway in the north end of operation 1. 
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Figure 25. Operation 1. View toward north, 

looking down on the threshold in the operation 

1 doorway. Cut door stones in the upper right. 
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Figure 26 . Operat ion 2 and sub -ope ra t ion 6B. 

View toward the north with opera t ion 2 i n t h e 

background. Sub-opera t ion 6B in foreground 

showing wal l between 6B and ope ra t i on 1 on 

the l e f t , and eroded core of the eas t c u r t a i n 

wall(6C) on t h e r i g h t . 
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Figure 27. Sub-operation 6B. a. Elevation of 

wall a t north end of sub-operation 6B. b . Floor 

plan of north end of sub-operation 6B showing pav

ing stone in f loor and butted wall j o i n t s . 

Scale in f t . 
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Figure 28, Operat ion 7 . View toward the south 

showing the Engl ish hea r th platform in the south 

end of t h e guardroom. West wall of room on r i g h t , 

remnant of e a s t c u r t a i n wal l on extreme l e f t . 

Di r t p i l e in background. Scale in f t . 
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Figure 29. Operation 7. Looking south at profile 

showing English hearth platform and floor strati

graphy. Scale in ft. 
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Figure 30. Operation 7. View toward the south 

showing French fireplace as found beneath English 

hearth. (Morton 1970: Fig. 11). 
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Figure 3 1 . Operation 2 . Cross-section of the 

magazine showing f i l l s t ra t igraphy and f loor 

depos i t s . Layers ident i f ied on drawing. 

Scale in feet . 
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F i g u r e 3 2 . O p e r a t i o n 2 . View t o w a r d t h e s o u t h w e s t 

showing t h e doorway, s t a i r s and s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r 

of t h e magaz ine . Doorway i s i n t h e c e n t r e of t h e 

s o u t h w a l l . 
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Figure 3 3 . Operat ion 2 . View toward the no r th , 

shov/ing a s ec t i on of t h e nor th i n t e r i o r wa l l of 

the magazine. Scale in f t . 
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Figure 34 . Operation 2 . View toward the sou th 

west showing the remnant of the arch in the 

southwest corner of the magazine. Scale in f t . 





1330 

Figure 35. Operation 2. View toward the east show

ing a portion of the east wall of the magazine. 

Remnant of the arch may be seen above the vertical 

wall. Scale in ft. 
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Figure 36. Operation 2. Floor plan of sub-opera

tion 2C showing magazine stairway and door. 

Features shown: operation 1 threshold (a), cut 

stones in doorway (b), threshold at top of stairs 

inside magazine (c), grey clay and wood stains 

(d), bottom stair tread (e), line of magazine wall 

(f), eyebolts on floor level (g), black stained 

sandy deposit (h), loose tan mortar (i). Scale 

in ft. 
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Figure 37a. Operation 10. View looking 

toward the southeast a t sub-operation 10G. 

Rotted f loor s leeper beam in centre near 

sca le , hearth platform adjacent to west 

wall of operation 7 in background. 
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Figure 37b, View toward t h e n o r t h e a s t look

ing down in sub -ope ra t i ons IOC and D. Twin 

French hea r th bases in lower r i g h t c o r n e r , 

English blockhouse foundat ion superimposed on 

French bar racks wall in cen t r e and blockhouse 

hea r th platform in upper l e f t c e n t r e . 
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Figure 38. Operation 10. Plan of operation 10 area 

showing various architectural features. Features 

shown: French brick fireplace (a), French barracks 

wall (b), French hearth base (c,d), English block

house foundation (e), French barracks wall adjacent 

to and benearth blockhouse foundation (f), English 

blockhouse hearth base (g), French barracks wall 

remnant (h), English storehouse foundation remnant 

(i), northeast revetment wall (j), southeast revet

ment wall (k), wooden floor beam (l), English hearth 

platform (m,n), masonry wall between stair area up 

to gun platform (on left side ofwall) and operation 1 

ramp down to magazine (on right side of wall) (o), 

wall between operation 1 and sub-operation 6B (p), 

mortar stain and rubble on bedrock in entrance area, 

probably footer for English stair into guardroom (q), 

pavement in entrance, operation 8, partly obscured 

by modern footbridge sleepers (r), English stair in 

9E (s), rubble revetment (?) in 9E (t), modern 

monument in north revetment wall (u), unexcavated 

baulk, line of cross-section of site (v), west 

revetment wall (w), south revetment wall (x), 

east curtain wall, part of operation 7 (y). 

Scale in ft. 
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Figure 39 . C ros s - s ec t i on of the s i t e , l r o f i l e , 

looking e a s t , ac ross c e n t r e of s i t e , comprised 

of p r o f i l e s i n sub-opera t ions 9H, 100 and 90 . 

I l l u s t r a t e s f i l l s t r a t i g r a p h y in i n t e r i o r of 

redoubt and r e l a t i o n s h i p of c u r t a i n wa l l s t o 

bedrock knob core of the f o r t . S t r a t i g r a p h i e 

elements i n d i c a t e d on drawing.Scale i n f t . 
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CASTLE HILL N - S SECTION 
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F i g u r e 4 0 . S u b - o p e r a t i o n 1 0 J . E l e v a t i o n of t h e 

i n t e r i o r s i d e of t h e sou th r e v e t m e n t w a l l a t i t s 

s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r . L ine of t h e west r e v e t m e n t 

w a l l ( a ) . Mor t a r f o o t e r ( b ) . S c a l e i n f t . 
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Figure 41. Sub-operation 10B. Looking south at 

stratigraphie profile at east end of the sub-

operation. Features shown: elevation of the 

south revetment wall (a), line of the revetment 

corner (b), southeast revetment wall section (c), 

hollow space in rampart fill (d), refuse deposit 

(e), and dark stained midden deposit in rampart 

fill (f). Scale in ft. 
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Figure 42. Sub-opera t ions 10B and 10G. View toward 

the e a s t showing wall e l eva t iono f ope ra t ion 7 (wall 

foo te r masked by re fuse d e p o s i t s ) . English hear th 

pla t form above the French refuse depos i t i s i n 

ope ra t i on 10G and i n t r u s i v e English s t a i r s in opera

t i o n 10B a l so cont inue i n t o 9E. Scale in f t . 
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Figure 43 . Sub-operat ion IOC. E leva t ion show

ing French b r i ck f i r e p l a c e in north revetment 

w a l l . Fea tures shown: core of north revetment wall 

(face miss ing) ( a ) , f i r e p l a c e b r i c k s mortared 

i n t o w a l l , i n s i t u ( b ) , f i r e p l a c e br ick ex tends 

h o r i z o n t a l l y i n t o occupat ion zone a t t h i s l eve l ( c ) , 

modern monument b u i l t i n to revetment wall ( d ) , l i n e 

of t uckpo in t ing r e l a t e d to modern monument ( e ) , 

face s tones of nor th revetment wall ( f ) , French 

bar racks wal l in s e c t i o n ( g ) , l i m i t of t h e br ick 

d e b r i s in occupat ion zone ( h ) . Scale in f t . 
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F igure 4 4 . S u b - o p e r a t i o n IOC and 101). View toward 

t h e n o r t h showing e l e v a t i o n of E n g l i s h b lockhouse 

f o u n d a t i o n s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y above French b a r r a c k s 

w a l l . F e a t u r e s shown: French h e a r t h b a s e ( a ) , French 

b a r r a c k s w a l l ( b ) , French h e a r t h base ( c ) , E n g l i s h 

b l o c k h o u s e f o u n d a t i o n ( d ) , u n e x c a v a t e d baulk ( e ) . 

Sca l e i n f t . 
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Figure 4 5 . Sub-opera t ion 10D. E leva t ion of English 

blockhouse h e a r t h p la t fo rm, looking toward sou th . 

Fea tu res shown: hear th platform ( a ) , French 

ba r racks wall l i n e ( b ) . Scale i n f t . 
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Figure 46. Sub-operat ion 10F. E leva t ion showing 

remnant of west wall of English s to rehouse , l ook 

ing toward e a s t . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 47. Sub-operation 3A. Elevation of north 

cur ta in wall from re -en t ran t to sa l i en t angle . 

Scale in f t . 
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Figure 48 . Sub-opera t ion 3B. E leva t ion of the 

west f lank of t h e n o r t h e a s t b a s t i o n . Fea tu res 

shown: Shoulder angle ( a ) , l i n e of r e - e n t r a n t 

angle (b ) , stone in north c u r t a i n wa l l a t r e 

en t r an t a n g l e , in s i t u ( c ) . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 49. Sub-operation 3C. Elevation of north 

face of the northeast bastion from shoulder angle 

to s a l i e n t . Shoulder angle a t r i g h t , sa l ien t 

angle at l e f t , par t ly collapsed and s l i gh t ly out 

of o r ig ina l posi t ion. Scale in f t . 
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Figure 50. Sub-operation 4A. Elevation of the west 

curtain wall at the salient angle of the southv/est 

demi-bastion, showing wall footer. Scale in ft. 
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Figure 51. Sub-operation 4A. View toward the north 

showing the prof i le of s t r a t ig raph ie deposits along 

the west cur ta in wall a t the sa l ien t angle. Scale 

in f t . 
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Figure 52. Sub-operation 5A. Elevation of the 

south face of the southwest demi-bastion from salient 

to shoulder angles. Features shown: limit of 1965 

excavation (a), shoulder angle foundation on clay 

above bedrock (b), line of the shoulder angle (c). 

Scale in ft. 
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Figure 53. Sub-operation 5B. Elevation of the 

east flank of the southwest demi-bastion. 

Features shown: l i ne of the south curtain wa l l 

a t the re-ent rant angle (a ) , shoulder angle 

(b) . Scale in f t . 



FIGURE 53 
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Figure 54. Sub-operation 50. Profile of talus 

rubble along the south curtain wall; looking 

west, near the salient angle. Features shown: 

south curtain wall in profile (a), 501 (b), 

5C2 (c), 504 (d), 506 (e), 507 (f), operation 

9A (g). Scale in ft. 
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Figure 55. Sub-opera t ion 5C. E leva t ion of the 

south c u r t a i n wal l from t h e r e - e n t r a n t t o the 

s a l i e n t a n g l e . Scale i n f t . 
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Figure 56. Sub-operat ion 6A. E leva t ion of the 

e a s t face of the sou theas t demi -bas t ion . Fea tu res 

shown: bedrock core with face s tones missing ( a ) , 

eroded core of wal l ( b ) , approximate shoulder 

angle l i n e ( c ) , s a l i e n t angle and l i n e of the 

south c u r t a i n wal l ( d ) . 3 c a l e in f t . 
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Figure 57. Sub-operation 6E. Elevation of the 

east face of the northeast bascion. Features 

shown: eroded wall core (a ) , limestone block 

in wall (unique case) (b), collapsed sa l ient 

angle s l i g h t l y out of or iginal posit ion ( c ) . 

Scale in f t . 
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Figure 58. Sub-opera t ion 6E. East p r o f i l e and 

e l e v a t i o n of t h e dry-wal l c o u n t e r s c a r p . Scale 

in f t . 



FIGURE 58 





1879 



1S80 

Figure 59. Sub-operation 6D and operation 11. 

East-west cross-section showing the east curtain 

wall, ditch fill stratigraphy (6U) and the glacis 

(11). Stratigraphie element^ identified on drawing. 

Scale in ft. 
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Figure 60 . Sub-opera t ion 6D. P r o f i l e showing 

the s t r a t i g r a p h i e sequence of s t r a t a block A, 

north p r o f i l e a f t e r excava t ion ( e . g . , the face 

o f s t r a t a block B). Fea tu res shown: 2A6D$ ( a ) , 

2A606 ( b ) , 2A6D7 ( c ) , 2A6D8 ( d ) , 2A6D9 ( e ) . 

Scale in f t . 
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F i g u r e 6 1 . S u b - o p e r a t i o n 9 6 . West p r o f i l e of 

s u b - o p e r a t i o n 96 showing r a m p a r t f i l l s t r a t i g r a p h y . 

2A962 ( a ) , 2A9E11 ( b ) , 2A9E15 ( c ) ; t h r e e major 

l a y e r s of midden d e b r i s i n t h e f i l l . S c a l e i n 

f t . 
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Figure 62. Diagram showing lot sequence in sub-

operation 9E. 
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Figure 63, Sub-operation 9E. Elevation of the 

i n t e r i o r side of the east face of the southeast 

demi-bastion. Shoulder angle on the l e f t , sa l ient 

angle on the r i g h t . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 64. Sub-operation 9F. View to the south 

showing the elevation of the i n t e r i o r side of the 

south cur ta in wall a t the i n t e r i o r corner of the 

southeast demi-bastion. Line of the east face 

wall i s on the l e f t ; unexcavated rampart f i l l 

on the r i g h t . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 6 5 . Sub-opera t ion 9F. Plan showing t h e 

English s t a i r s in sub-opera t ion 9E. Fea tures 

shown: mortar pa th , lowest s t e p ( a ) , s tones in 

s i t u , 9E5 s t e p (b ) , s tones i_n s i t u 9E6 s t e p 

( c ) , rock rubble and mortar t r a c e s , poss ib le 

revetment ( d ) , i n t e r i o r of ope ra t ion 7 ( e ) , 

masonry wal l of opera t ion 7 ( f ) . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 66. Sub-operation 9b. Looking south a t 

the prof i le of the trench showing s t r a t i f i e d 

deposits in the f i l l of the west gun platform. 

Scale in f t . 
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Figure 67 . Sub-opera t ion 9F, 9G. Looking toward 

the west a t p r o f i l e of rampart f i l l d e p o s i t s . 

Fea tu res shown: the i n t e r i o r corner of t he west 

c u r t a i n wal l a t the r e - e n t r a n t angle of the 

southwest demi-bas t ion ( a ) , red brown f i l l ( b ) , 

angular rubb le ( c ) , dark grey rubble ( d ) , dark 

purple c lay with l i t t l e rubble ( e ) , black c lay and 

refuse ( f ) , c l ay ( g ) , red brown c lay over bedrock 

(h ) . Scale in f t . 
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F i g u r e 6 8 . S u b - o p e r a t i o n 9? and 9G. Looking 

e a s t a t a n e l e v a t i o n of t h e e x t e r i o r s i d e of 

the wes t i n t e r i o r r e v e t m e n t w a l l and a t r a m p a r t 

f i l l of t h e n o r t h gun p l a t f o r m shown i n s e c t i o n 

on t h e l e f t . S c a l e i n f t . 
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Figure 69 . Sub-operat ion 9H. East p r o f i l e 

showing s t r a t i g r a p h i e d e p o s i t s in rampart f i l l . 

Fea tures shown: north c u r t a i n wal l in c r o s s -

sec t ion ( a ) , t u r f l ayer ( b ) , 9H2 clay ( c ) , 9H7 

(d ) , 9HS ( e ) , 9H9 ( f ) , 9H10 ( g ) , 9H11 ( h ) , 

9H12 ( i ) , 9H13 ( j ) , 9H14 ( k ) . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 70. Sub-opera t ion 9<J. West t r ench p r o f i l e 

showing s t r a t i f i e d d e p o s i t s in the north rampart 

f i l l . Fea tu res shown: corner of north i n t e r i o r 

revetment wal l ( a ) , 9J1 ( b ) , 9J2 ( c ) , 9J5 ( d ) , 

9J3 ( e ) , 9Jô ( f ) , 9J4 ( g ) , i n s i d e l i n e of the 

north c u r t a i n wal l ( h ) . Scale in f t . 
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Figure 71. Operation 12. South trench wall profile 

showing stratigraphy. Features shown: area of 

stone wall visible on the surface (a-a), refuse 

layer beneath wall (b). Scale in ft. 
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Figure 72. Operation 13. West trench p ro f i l e . 

Scale in f t . 
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Figure 73. Plan of excavations showing features 

identified as French period structures. Scale in 

ft. 
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Figure 74. Plan of the excavations showing 

features identified as English period structures. 

Scale in ft. 
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