STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY

o 3 s BIBLIOTHEQUE STATISTIQUE (ANADA
Historical File Copy r ”“W W ul ! !IWI
e ", DOMINION 'BUREAU OF STATISEICSY # 101050548
72" Agriculture Division el e bt
e 7 OTTAWA 4 -
5 \/ JuL 26 1950

PROPERTY N Pig
1 71 1

R FESST T

Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Cdmmerce

C. R, No. 186 Price: $2.00 for sa
1950

TELEGRAPHIC CROP REPORT - PRAIRIE PROVINCES

Ottawa, July 25, 1950, 3 p.m. = The tenth of a series of thirteen
telegraphic reports covering crop conditions in the Prairie Provinces is issued
today by the Dominion Bureau of Statisties. A selected list of crop correspondents
chosen from the Dominion and Provincial Departments of Agrienlture, private crop
observers and grain men, supply the information on which these reports are based.
The weather data included in this release are furnished by the Meteorological
Division, Department of Transport, Toronto.

SUMIARY

For the third successive weekx crops in the Prairie Provinces in
gencral have made favourable prosress. This is in contrast to the situation which
frequently prevails as a result of extreme July heat and lack of moisture.
Conditions in Manitoba continue satisfactory although cool weather and rains have
retaried heading. Stands are generally heavy but late and adverse weather could
create a serious hazard through lodging. In 3askatchewan conditions have been
well maintained with improvement noted in some districts. Prospects in the
provinece as a whole appear to be above normal. With the exception of scattered
areas, crops in Alberta have gencrally improved during the past week. Further
moisture will be rejuired soon in some areas to maintain satisfactory development
of crops. Haying is in progress in Alberta but wet weather has delayed operations
in most areas of Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Grasshopper damage has been gencrally
light to date and with the exception of central and western Saskatchewan the
threat is diminishing. It is observed that the crop is much later than normal in
many parts of the Prairies and consequently there may be some danger of early frost
damage in susceptible areas. Although moisture conditions are generally favourable
at this date, there are wide areas of Saskatchewan and Alberta where timely rains
will still be required to promote satisfactory crop development.

Crops continued to make satisfactory progress in Manitoba during
the past week but warm, dry weather is needed to hasten development. Early-seeded
erops are headed but late-sown grains won't reach that stage until early August.
Grain stands are very heavy with little or no damage except some flooding in low
spots. The flax crop shows some improvement this past week; rye is poor to fair;
sugar beets promising. Growth of corn and sunflowers is backward due to cool
weather and these crops may not mature unless warm, dry weather is received.

Rains are delaving haying throughout the province. Pastures and gardens, however,
are excallent.

Crop conditions were well maintained in Saskatchewan during the
past week with some improvement in parts of the southcentral and southwestern
distriets resulting from recent rains. Moisture conditions are gencrally satis-
factory althousgh central and western districts will regquire more rain soocn.

Excess precipitation and cool weather are retarding the development of rank stands
in southeastern districts where wheat is only 40 to 60 per cent headed as compared
with 75 to 90 per cent over the rest of the province. Length of straw is satis-
factory in both wheat and coarse grains over most areas. Grasshopper damage has
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been held to a minimum in the affected areas although the threat is still
serious in central and western Saskatchewan.

Moisture conditions have been improved over much of the province
by recent rains. Crops have shown quite general improvement during the past
week althouch early rains would be of benefit in parts of the southeast, south-
central and northsastern sections of the province., Recent losses from hail have
been rsenerally light and insect damage appears to he diminishing. WNost special
crops are in good condition. Since crops are generally later than normal there
will be some danger of frost damage in susceptible areas of the province.

Manitoba - Crops continue to make satisfactory progress in
Yanitoba although warm, dry weather would now be welcome. This rast week was
warn to moderately cool and showery and not much progress has been nade with
haying. Crop growth is very heavy but late, with early-sown grain just headihg
and late-sown grains in the shot blade stage. Corn and sunflowers are being
adversely affected by the cool weather hut sugar beets and pastures are excellent.
The condition of the flax crop is improving while the rye crop veries from poor
to fair., Grasshoppers are hatching in the flooded area of the Red River Vallay
and are abundant in field margins in many districts throughout the valley. Damage
has not been significant to date.

In the southcentral part of the province at Pilot Liound, a bumper
wheat crop is in prospect with the crop averaging 18 inches in height and about
20 per cent headed. Coarse grains are growing well and beginning to head. Rye
is only fair and warm weather is needed for maturity. The hay crop is excellent
but dry weather is nseded for haying. All crops are progressing favourably at
Melita. Early wheat and oats are in head and some flax is in bloom. Haying is
slow on account of the rain and gardens and pastures are excellent. No damage
to crops has been reported.

ln the East Selkirk area continual rain and cloudy weather has
held back haying operations and very little hay has been harvested. Crop
prospects are promising with earlier crops showing 18 to 20 inches of growth.

Most crops have reached the shot blade stage but heading has not commenceld. Any
corn that has been sown in this area is very poor. Gardens, however, are excellent.
Around Winnipeg all crops are growing lwxuriously. ZHarly-sown barley and wheat are
heading and most of the later crops are in the shot blade stage. The potato crop
is promisinz due to abundant moisture and light insect infestation. Rains are
delaying haying and some hail damage northwest of Lac du Bonnet has occurred.

At Portage la Prairie moisture supplies are ample to excessive and dry sunny weather
is needed for all crops. Some wheat and barley is heading. The pea crop is good
but weedy; the flax crop is good but late and the corn is very late. The potato
crop is also good and the hay crop excellent. Thinning and weeding of sugur beets
have not yet been completed. At Brandon conditions have changed little since last
week, the weathor continuing cool ani cloudy. Heading of crops has been delayed

and warm, dry weather is required. Haying operations have been interrupted by
showers. Prospects for all crops arz good except for lateness.

In the northeentral part of the province ample rains brought crops
along quickly. Ten per cent of the barlev and wheat has headed and about 75 per
cent is either heading or in the shot blade. The flax crop is good with same
flowering while alfalfa is about 25 per cent in bloom with little seed setting as
yet. The hay crop is excellent but haying operations have been hindered by
frequent showers. Our Minnedosa correspondent states that crops are making rapid
growth and conditions are excellent. \thoat and barley ars headed out. Summerfallow
has not yet been worked due to excessive moisture and the hay crop, though excellent,
has not been gathered because of wet weather. In the westcentral part of the

-2 -



province, at Shoal Lake, growth has beesn lush but dry, warmer weather is now
necded. Wheat and barley is about half headed out while 25 per cent of the oats
are headed. The crops are still standing well but would lodge badly if wind
storms occurred. Flax is between the bud and flowering stage. Haying has been
delayed due to wet weather and although half the surmmerfallow has been worked
the remainder has been neglected due to rain. Chemical weed killer has not been
used on about one-quarter of the crop because of wet weather.

In the northern part of the province, at Swan River, practically
4ll cereals are headed. Legume crops are in heavy bloom and gardens are
excellent. Heavy rains this past week ensure sufficient moisture until after
harvest. Rains are causing prolonged delay in haying operations. No grasshopper
damage nor tlight has been reported but some bacterial rot is occurring in
potatoes.

The Entomological Laboratory at Brandon states that grasshoppers
are now hatching in the flood areas of the Red River Valley and are abundant in
field margins in many districts throughout the valley. The campaign has been
hampered by wet weather. The empusa diseass reported last week is heavy in some
spots but still not sufficient to greatly reduce the grasshopper infestation.
Corn borer egg masses up to 10 per 100 plants have been found at Morden and there
has been a heavy flight of beet webworm adults. Average precipitation for the
province since April 1 has been 35 per cent above normal as compared with 2 per
cent below normal at the same time last vear and 41 per cent above normal a week
ago. Mean temperature for the week ending July 24 was 3.1 degrees below normal.

Sasletchewan - Crop prospecte have been well maintained in
Saskatctewen during the past week with scme improvement in parts of the south-
central and southwestern districts as a result of recent rains.  Moisture
conditions in most distriets are satisfactorv for present nceds but some central
and western districts have no reserves to drav on and therefore tirmely rains will
be required to mature the crop. Bxcess precipitation and cool weather are
reterding the development of renk gitands in southeastern districts where wheat
is only 40 to 60 per cent headed as compared with 75 to 90 per cent over the
the rest of the province. Wheat and coarse grain c¢rops have developed a satis-
factory length of straw in most distriets. The grasshopper threat remains serious
in cen’ral and mid-western districts. While hail storms have struck in many local
areas, damare from this cause has not been extensive.

Warm dry weather is regquired in southeastern districts where growth
has been very heevy and rank and some fields are starting tc lodge. Cool, wet
weather has made it impossible to finish haying in the Manor district and has
retarded develorment of the cereal crops. Similar conditions are found in the
Fillmore district where crop prospects are excellent but warm dry veather is
required to mature the crop. A report from the Experimental Station at Indian
Head indicates that some late-sown fields are beginning to turn yellow because
of wet and cool weather whieh has also retarded haying.

Crops in southeentral districts are making excellent progress.
Hail damage has occurred at Radville, Lake Alma, Dunkirk, Fir Mountair, Lafleche
and other widely scattered districts. WVhile meisture requirements are satisfactory
for present needs, further rains will be reguired over this whole area due to lack

of reserves.

Continued cool westher has maintained crcps in good condition in
the Swift Current areas but fall rve stands are mostly thin although heads are
well filled. Barley is well filled and shows promise of a fair crop. Vheat in
this area has just started to fill and while the present condition of the crop is
fair to mood there is a possibility of very rapid deterioration should hot and
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dry weather set in because moisture reserves have been depleted. Grasshorpers
are still numerous and are causirng some damage to fall rye. Farther south,
around Val Marie, drought conditions are more nronounced and an early light
harvest is expected. Recent scattered showers, however, have helped to maintain
pastures.

Conditions in eastcentral districts in the Melville and Yor:ton
areas continue to be very promising and though somewhat late, crops are develop-
ing well. Farther west in central Saskatchewan vrrospects for an average or
better than average crop appear to be general over most districts. Very little
rain fell in this areca last weel: but cool weather prevented deterioration. Wheat
is over 65 per cent headed and both early wheat and full rye are filling well.
Hovever, thore is little reserve moisture and deterioratien will oceur should

the weather turn dry and hot.

The Dominion Experiment:l Station at Scott reports that grain
crops have made good progress during the past week in the westcentral parts of
the province. =Early sown fields are starting to fill and prcspects indicate
vields somewhat above average. The grasshopper threat is still serious and will
cause reduction of yields in perts of this area.

Showers have becn received over most of the northern districts
during the past week and present prospects are generally good to excellent.
Pastures have been well maintained and wheat is beginning to fill. A report frem
Prince states that wheat and flax crops promise better than average yields and
present rate of development is satisfactory in all crops.

VWhile hail storms have been widely scattered, especially over
south and central parts of the province, damage has been generally light and ouite
local in extent. Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been
2 per cent above normal as compared with 4 per cent above normal a week ago and
7 per cent below normal at this time a year ago. Mecan temperature for the week
ending July 24 was 3.2 degrees below normal.

Alberta ~ Alberta field crops have shown general improvement
during the past week although rain is needed in parts of the southeast where
prospects are only fajr. Further good rains occurred in the Red Deer--Calpgary
area and in the Camrose and Vetaskiwin districts. Some improvement is indicated
in the area north and east of Edmonton. Most crops in Alberta, however, are
later than normal. Hail losses have been light in the past week and insect
damare is diminishing. Canning crops are in good condition and sugar beets made
satisfactory recovery from early hail damage. The alfalfa seed crop is promising
with a good set of seed. An increased sweet clover crop is in prospect but alsike
and red clover will be dovm owing to reduced acrcare and winter damage. Brome is

is fair to good.

In the Medicine Hat area rain on the 24th of June and on subsequent
occasions has kept crops coming but they are thin and short. All grains are
headed and the rye harvest has cormenced. Yields of this grain will be light.
Farther north at Schuler crops are in better condition but rains are needed to
complete filling. Pastures are much improved and the feed outloock is satisfactory.
At Manyberries all crops are reported in good condition with wheat starting to fill
and oats and barley at the flowering stage. The range is in good condition with
fair surfece and subsoil moisture supplies.

Little rain has fellen in the Brooks area and the weather has been
hot and dry. Farmers are irrigating and crops are uneven and late. Potatoes are
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fair to poor in this area. In the important vheat growing area around Vulcan
wheat is 90 per cent headed, although heads are small. A gocd rain fell in the
pest week and this will fill ecrlier-seceded grains. In the extreme southwest
of the province around Cardston crop prospects remain very good. Spring vwheat
is about half headed and moisture reserves are good. A veryv getisfactory crop
of hay is being harvested. a4t Claresholm, south of Calgary, heavy-showers have
prevented further detericration of crops and some grain fields have improved.
Yields may prove better than anticipated earlier,

Good growing weather is reported from Hanna in the eastcentral
area with one and a half inches of rain in the past week. Conditions are
generally good here with wheat 75 per cent headed out with small heads. 1In the
Donalds-Sedgewick areas of central Alberta crops are quite well advanced and our
Sedpewick correspondent states that there is enough moisture to see the crop
through and prospects are the best in years. Above-average vields are anticipated
at Donalda. MNoisture conditions are alsc good at Stettler but ercps are about
two weeks late. The hay crop is fair but pasturcs are good.

In westcentral Alberta from Calgary through Olds to Lacombe
moisture conditions are generally satisfactory and crops have made a good recovery
Hnil damape at Olds is estimatcd at about 5 per cent for the district. Tastures
are very zood at Calgary and fair to pood at Lacombe where haying is in full
swing. &dmorton reports clear, dry weather during the past week with considerable
improvement notod in the crop since the rains a week ago, Wheat crops are making
a good racovery although rains will be needed soon again.

At Bonnyville northeast cf Zdmonton light frosts last week may have
damared crops in the bloom stage--otherwise prospects are fair following frood
reins in mid-July. bMore rain will be needed to ensure complete filling of grain,
At Falher in the ecastern part of the Peace River distriet crops are progressing
well but more rain will be needed. Wheat is practically all headed with coarse
graings 40 per cent in head. Forage crops are doing well and there is no visible
crop damage in evidence. a severe hail storm is reported from the Grande Prairie
are2 and three slight hail storms have occurred at Sexsmith.

The Entomological Laboratory at Lethbridge reports that grass-
hoppers are conmencing to infest cover crops from Granum to High River. Vheat
stem saufly infestations are not as serious as last year in the area south of
Lethbridge because of the large acreages of Rescue wheat now being grown. Hail
losses have been generally light over the province during the past veek. Average
precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 21 per cent below normal
as compared with 17 per cent below normal a year ago and 20 per cent below normal

last week. The mean temperature for the week ending July 24 was 2.2 degrees

helow normal.
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WESKLY FRUCITITATION AND TEMPERATURE IN THE PRAIRIT FROVINCES 1/, 1950

Trecipitation Temperature
Srop District Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m.
and Frovince Station 8 a.m, since since July 24, 1950
July 24/50 April 1  April 1 Mean Normal
MANITORA
1 Pierson .68 10,92 Tl 60 66
Melita 46 12,09 9.51 62 67
iiaskada by 6,75 8.47 60 66
2 Boissevain YA 11.730 T.47 60 66
Ninette .98 13.19 8,06 61 67
3 Portage la Prairie Lo 78 14.48 7.91 6l 65
Craysville A6 12,04 8.52 6l 67
Morden .16 11.9 8.2l 65 67
Altona A 7.46 2/ 8.15 63 67
Morris 1.56 3,60 7.90 65 67
Emerson L., 10,734 7.50 61 67
I winnireg .52 11.35 8.95 63 67
6 Sprague .12 10.99 8.73 62 65
Finawa IN 5,38 6.47 6l 65
7 Virden .56 13.33 6.88 62 64,
Rivers .79 10,30 7.89 60 3N
8 Brandon .72 3,35 7.9 N.R. 65
Cypress River .58 10.20 783 ol 66
9 Neepawa <54 11.97 7.8B 62 6l
10 Russell .60 6.66 2/ 7.49 60 62
Birtle 1.22 12,35 7.88 59 63
= Dauphin 1.6 14 g2 6.78 N.R, 6l
L2 Gimli .81 10. 30 8.45 6l, 65
13 Swan River 2.18 8.86 7.87 63 63
The Pas .79 6.48 6.03 I 65
MANI'ICBA AJERAGH .78 10,57 7.85 62,73 65,1,
SASKATCHZWAN S
1A Estevan .12 .98 Toli5 62 65
Carlyle + 28 10.52 8,06 58 63
Oxbow .16 7.372/ 7.66 59 6L,
13 Broadview 48 8,98 7.20 N.&, 64,
Kipling .52 10.16 8. 60 66
Moosomin 1.46 14,32 6.73 63 66
24 Yellow Crass 126 8.25 To 8 61 65
Midale 21 10,56 8.1, €0 65
2B Moose Jaw Trace N 7.42 62 66
Regina Trace 8,51 7.47 61 65
Ju'Appelle A0 8.04 8.78 61 65
Indian Head .10 8,06 8.52 60 6l
3AS8 Assiniboia . 50 9,82 6.3 31 65
Ceylon sl 9,11 9,11 57 66
AN Chaplin Ol 7.20 7. 76 62 65
Gravelbourg 24 8.52 6.31 60 65
Coderre ' 8,02 6,02 60 66
Bishopric .86 L0 1e) 6,62 61 66
3B3 Shaunavon Trace 5,00 6.4, 61 63
Cadillac oA 5.78 8.45 62 6l
Yal Marie o 2 L3, 703 60 66
Aneroid Trace 3.82 2/ 7. 44 61 oh




WELKLY PRECIFITATION AMND TINMFIRATURE IN THE FRAIRIE FROVINCES 1/, 1950 (cont'd)

Precipitation Temperature
Crop District deek ending Total Normal wWeek ending 8 a.m,
and Province Station g a.m, since since July 24 , 1950

July 24/50 April 1 April 1 Mean Normal

SASKATCHIZWAN

BN Fennant .08 6,38 7.66 63 65
Swift Current 15 8.20 7.51 60 65
Hughton .18 5,88 6.73 62 61,
LA Maple Creek .16 ®a Y, &2 6l 65
Consul .06 2,76 6.0l 58 61
Roadene .18 Lol6 6,75 62 6L
54 Leross 0 30 5,80 2/ 7.53 58 63
Lipton 16 7.56 6.70 60 62
Yorkton 1.89 8,80 T.40 61 62
5B Dafoe .09 5.14 0.58 60 62
Foam Lake .28 5.53 T2 61 62
Lintlaw 48 6. 94 Tok2 59 61
Kamsack 1.12 SRl3 6.73 62 64
6A Davidson .06 6.19 6,10 61 65
Uilke Nil 5.204 6.57 N.R. N.it.
3emans .10 4.70 4.90 60 63
Strasbourg .12 7.40 6.92 58 63
63 Harris N.R, 6.08 2/ 6.7 N.it. 64,
Outlook 22 DA 4,92 62 6él,
Saskatoon JOL 8,50 6.63 61 63
i1 bow Trace 5.33 6.16 62 6l
Dundurn 04 6.14 7.38 60 64
7A Kindersley Nil 6.53 5.99 62 63
RRosetown .10 6075 7-02 61 63
7B Macklin by 5,68 Tipdtl N.R. 60
Scott N5 6,67 2/ 6.43 N e 62
Rvthilda .10 5,02 2/ 17.08 NiR. "N
Biggar Trace 5.87 T 62 63
A Mistatim .82 8,32 FilnE 58 63
Hudson Bay 1.54 P07 7.23 61 63
a3 Humboldt .02 L.13 6,05 59 63
Melfort .56 6.45 6.95 59 63
9A North Battleford 3 6,28 6,80 62 65
Rabbit Lake » 38 7430 T 05 60 62
Frince Albert oS3 8,532 6.87 62 6l
9B Island ralls .50 5.3 6.99 60 65
waseca N,R, 6,2 2/ 6,78 N.it, 61
SASKATCHDWAN AVERAGE .3 T4 7,02 60,6 63.8
ALBERTA
1 Taber .2l 3,222/ 6,00 6l 68
Foremost 520 L.29 8,29 62 69
winnifred .28 3.86 SoM N.R, N.R.
Medicine Hat 14 P58 6.25 6l 69
Manyberries .06 5ok 6.3 63 69
) Cowley Nil 5.95 7.7% 58 62
Macleod .16 7.40 7.01L ol 67
Cardston .02 8.0l 10.39 61 66
Lethbridge .18 L.79 hadi® 62 66
Magrath N.R, 3.68 2/  9.25 N, 66




WEZKLY FROCITITATION AND TEMESRITURE IN THE PRAIRIZ FROVINCLES 1/, 1950 (cont'd)

Frecipitation Temperature
Crop District week ending Total Hormal week ending 8 a.m.
and Province Station 8 a.m, since since July 24/50
July 24/50 april 1 April 1 Mean Normal
ALBERTA
3 Vauxhall .18 2608/ 5.8 63 68
Brooks L6 2.99 5.98 63 69
Bindloss K.it. L.22 2/ 5.98 N.R. 70
Impress .06 1 ¥ 6.67 65 70
N HEigh Qiver Al 5,25 3.49 58 62
Yulcan .56 4.72 2/ 7.44 N.Qt. N.R.
5 Drumheller 76 4 .51 7.53 63 69
Hanna 54 .18/ 8.71 58 66
Naco .96 o B 7.24 60 65
Oven A 7.20 2/ 5.96 60 N.R.
6 Olds A1 6.27 2.79 N.it. 60
Calgary .08 6.22 6.29 60 63
Three Hills .08 5.70 6.96 60 61
Strathmore NI, 2.64 2/ W23 N.R. 62
Gleichen J36 ¥.05 6.75 62 62
Hussar L6 2.88 2/ 6,80 N.R. N.&.
7 Sedgewick N.R. 6.13 2/ 6.98 N.R. 60
Hardisty Nil 6.95 7.272 . N.R.
Coronation .65 8,71 6.10 60 613
Hughenden .16 8,45 6.80 N.R, 67
8 Red Deecr ' 5.99 7.58 58 60
Lacombe .85 L.62_/ 8,23 60 61
“etaskiwin .32 5.00 7.70 60 62
Camrose 01 3.99 T4 ol 61
Stettler Ro'A 6.35 8,50 63 61
v Jasper .12 7.2l 2,98 60 5%
Roecky Mountain House .08 6L 77 8,37 58 60
orringdale A2 3.86 9.57 56 60
49 JYagzreville Nil 4L.09 8.65 N.R. 60
Vermilion by 6.23 8.21 59 61
Llaydminster 1.48 £,00 €.39 ol 62
. Lémonton 5 0, 5.54 &0 62 62
12 Edson .06 5.56 2/ 7.72 60 58
Whitecourt .19 E.17 8.41 59 61
13 ik Foiat Nil 3.66 2/ 6.95 58 62
14 Campsie .16 248 2/ 8,14 58 61
Athabaska .08 2.66 7. 35 6 €1
Lac La Biche O 5e 20 Tlé 62 61
15 High lrairie ¥ 5.08 7.18 MR, ol
Jdagner L 20 6,09 7.56 61 62
16 Beaverlodge NeA 4.80 5.85 6l 61
Ryeroft ok %.00 B 5,08 58 61
Grand Frairie .80 6.5 .9 2 61
Fairview .05 7. 2. 5.06 63 61
17 Fort 3t. John  __ 11 SR T 6.95 Gly 62
ALEERT Y ARG o 27 50 T . BT 61.0 W

No revort

JSource: lMeteorolnrical 3ervice of Canada

Incomplete: not included in average
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