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1950

TELEGRAPHIC CROP RZPORT - FPRAIRIE PROVINCES

Ottawa, May 16, 195C, 3 p.m. - The second of a series of 13 telegraphic
reports covering crop conditions in the Prairie Provinees is lssued today by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistiecs. A selected list of crop correspondents chosen from
the Dominion and Provincial Departments of Agriculture, private erop observers and
grain men, supply the informmtion on which these reports are based. The weather
data included in this release are furnished by the lMeteorological Division,
Department of Transport, Toronto.

SUMMARY

Seedinc is now general throushout most of 3Saskatchewan and Alberta but
with minor exceptions little work has been don2 on the land in Manitoba. Frovincial
offieials doubt whether the flooded area (estimated as high as half a million acres)
in the Red River Valley will produce much more than feed this year. Warm weather is
required to dry up excess moisture if seeding is to become general in the rest of
Manitoba by this week end. In Saskxatchewan about 25 per cent of the wheat crop is
seeded although considerable variation is noted between areas. Practically no work
has been done in the southeast while up to 75 per cent of the wheat in the northwost
is in. Only 10 per cent of the province's coarse grain acreage has been planted.
Warmer weather has prevailed in both Saskatchewan and Alberta over the past week and
good progress in seeding is also being mede in the latter province. In southeastern
Alberta most of the crop is in, somewhat less than half of the wheat acreage l1s
geeded from Lethbridge north to Edmonton, while only a good start has been made over
much of the remainder of the province. Surface moisture conditions in Saskatchewan
and Alverta are generally adequate for germination but better than average rains
will ve needed after seeding to build up subsoll reserves which are now deficient,
Cold weather has so far delayed the hatching of grasshopper eggs but infestation in
most of the affected areas is expected to be at least as serious as last year.

Spring operations in the major part of Manitoba have not yet commenced.
Apart from a strip of territory running north from Russell to Swan River where a
good start has been made in seeding, little or no work on the land has been done in
the province. Given warm, dry weather, seeding should get under way by this week
end, except in the Red River Valley where it is unlikely any seeding will commence
until t he end of the month. The Provincial Department of Agriculture doubts whethe:
mueh of the estimated half million acres of flooded srea will produce much more thar
feed this year. Provincial authorities also forecast a marked reduction in wheat
and sugar beet acreage, and nossibly sunflowers with more attention to barley, flax
and summerfallow. Roughage is very scarce in most parts of the proviace and there
has been an absence of growth in pastures. There has been considerable loss of
poultry in the flood but limited loss of other stock. Market gardeners around
#innipeg have lost most of their bedding plants, their land is flooded and the
outlook is eritical.

Data not yet available for Newfoundland.



Seeding of spring wheat in Saskatchewan is 25 per cent completed as
compared with 85 per cent seeded a year ago. 2xcept in the southeast wheat seed-
ing is under wey in most areas but there is considerable variation in amount
seeded throughout the province. In the North Battleford, Lloydminster and Meadow
Lake area 75 per cent has been seeded; 60 per cent at Maple Creek and Leader;
from 5 to 10 per cent in the Regina, Weyburn and lielfort areas while in other
parts of the province 20 to 40 per cent has been sown. About 10 per cent of the
intended coarse graln acreage in the province has been seeded. Surface moisture
is satisfactory to start plant pgrowth but weather has been backward. Cold weather
has delaved: the hatch of grasshopper eggs.

Under the stimulus of warmer weather seeding has become general through-
out Alberta. In the southeast sowing of wheat 1s practically completed with
excellent procress being made in coarse grain seeding. From Lethbridge north to
Sdmonton rather less than half the crop is in. Planting however is just getting
under way in the southwest, in large sections of eastern and central Alberta and
in the Peace River District. In general, surface moisture supplies are adequate
for germination but subsoil reserves are low in most areas and good rains will be
required after seeding to promote development of a satisfactory crop. Grass
grovth has been slow and beef and dairy herds are still on hay along most of the
Calgary-Edmonton line. Grasshoppers are expected to be about as serious as in 1949.

Manitoba - 1jttle or no seeding has been done in Manitoba apart from an
area running north from Russell to Swan River. Given favourable drying weather
seeding should get under vay by the end of this week except in the Red River Valley
where an estimated half million acres of crop land is affected by the flood.
Exceptionally dry weather will be necessary to permit any seeding by June 1 and
it is improbable that much of the flooded area will be seeded this year except for
feed. The flood losses of poultry have been heavy but other live stock losses havs
been limited. Market gardeners face a critical situastion with flooded land and
almost a total loss of bedding plants. Forage is very short in the province and
there has been little growth in pastures.

In the southwest part of the province, at Melita, very little spring
work hag been done. Seeding will not be general until the end of this week. Good
weather is necessary to pernit seeding operations as the land is still very wet.
Our correspondent from Morden states that no seeding has been done to date but
some is commencing this week. The land is wet and soggy and all growth is delayed
three weeks later than normal. Feed for cattle is scarce., In the area around
Winnipeg 80 to 90 per cent of the market gardens are flooded with a heavy loss of
bedding plants. Farming operations are at a complete standstill in the East
Selkirk district. The weather has been damp and cold with considerable snow and
rain. A large percentase of the cultivated land is still under water and seeding
is not expected to get under way for at least another ten days. at Teulon no work
on the land has been done but some activity is expected next week if the weather
remains dry. Live stock are in falr to poor condition due to shortage of fodder.
Theres is very little pasture growth as yet.

In the northwest area of the province around Neepawa land work is well
under way and will become general by this week end. Municipalities in this area
are organized to combat an expected spotty grasshopper infestation. Around
Brandon weather remains unseasonably cold. 3eeding is just under way and should be
general by the week end. At Woodnorth the weather has been cold and backward with
rain and snow. Practically no seeding has been done to date. Secd and feed
supplies are satisfactory in this district. In the Virden area in the west central
part of the province seeding has not started due to excessive surface moisture.

Our correspondent reports a probable increase in the coarse grain acreage and
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flaxseed. The fall rye crop does not look promising. Increased live stock
shipments to market have been made due to feed shortage.

In the northwestern part of the province at Dauphin the work has just
started on the land but very little seeding has been done. The moisture supply
is satisfactory but warm dry weather is rejuired. Pastures are late and farmers
are still feeding cattle.

The Dominion Entomological Laboratory at Brandon reports no insect
activity as yet. Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been
83 per cent above normal as compared with 60 per cent below normal for the same
period last year and 78 per cent above normal a week ago. The mean temperature
for the week ending May 15 was 3.9 degrees below normal.

Saskatohewanl - 5eeding in Saskatchewan, with minor exceptions, is now

~eneral. On the average 25 per cent of the wheat crop is in. Little or no work
has been done in the southeast as yet but up to 75 per cent of the wheat has been
seeded in the northwestern areas. The portion secded in other areas varies from
around 10 per cent in the Regina-Weyburn district up to 60 per cent in the Maple
Creek-Leader area. Some 10 per cent of the anticipated coarse grain acreage is
seeded. Warmer weather in the past few days has started plant growth.

A heavy snow delayed field work in the southeastern corner of the
provinece dut drving winds and higher temperatures of the last few days are improv-
ing conditions. Pasture growth has started. At Summerberry some seeding has been
accomplished. Southeast of Regina at Fillmore snow and rain last week postponed
apring operations but the warm, drying weather of the past few days has stimulated
weed and grass growth and seeding should become general this weck. 3eeding of
wheat is now general in the Indian Head area with the ground in good condition.

At Yellow Grass seeding should be general by the 17th. A moderate amount of
grasshopper eggs are showing up in tilled land in this area.

In southwestern Saskatchewan from Swift Current through Val Marie about
50 per cent of the wheat is seeded. Around 3wift Current, the soil drifting was
fairly general on 3aturday and severe in some fields. Some good showers fell on
the 15th and wecds and grass are starting rapid growth. Fall rye is good in this
area.

In the Scott-Rosetown area 40 to 60 per cent of the wheat is seeded,
with some early seeded grain emerginz. Rain fell at Rosetown on the 15th. It is
expected that crops in this area will be sprayed as a general practice this year.
At Scott moisture conditions are deteriorating under influence of warm weather.
Pasture and hay crops are slow with prospects poor unless rains are received soon.

In the Melfort area, in the northeast, seeding is getting under way and
should be general by the 18th. Moisture on summerfallow fields is adequate for
rapid germination but is less satisfactory on stubble fields. Cool weather has
retarded growth of pastures dbut in the western part of this area warmer weather
over the week end is improving the situation. At Prince in the northwest of the
province, 80 per cent of the seeding is completed. Surface moisture conditions
here are now reported fair to poor.

The Dominion Entomological Laboratory at Saskatoon reports that sweet
clover weevils are causing severe damage to emerging clover at Tisdale and Armley.
No other insect damage is indicated. Average precipitation for the province since
April 1 has been 23 per cent below normal as compared with 72 per cent below normal
a year ago and 14 per cent below normal a week ago. The mean temperature for the
week ending May 15 was 2,4 degrees above normal.
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Alberta - VWith temperatures during the past week averaging between 4.
and 5 degrecs above normal seeding has become general throughout Alberta. In the
southeastern corner of the province wheat sesding is practically completed and more
than half of the coarse grain acreage is in the ground. About half the grain is
up in the Medicine Hat area. Less progress has been made with seeding in the
remainder of the province, with the extreme southwest, areas in the central and
sastern parts of the province, and the Peace River district being the most backward.
Surface moisture is generally considered adequate for germination but subsoil
moisture reserves are low in most areas and good rains will be required after
seeding to promote development of a satisfactory crop. Grasshopper infestation is
expected to be about as heavy as in 1949.

The weather during the past week has been ideal for seeding in that part
of southern Alberta east of Lethbridge. In the Medicine Hat district wheat seed-
ing is practically completed with 75 per cent of the oats, 70 per cent of the
barley, and 50 per cent of the flax crop in the ground. ibout half the grain is
up with showers on the 13th and 14th proving very heloful. Farther south at
Lanyberries grass is improving and 75 per cent of the seeding is done. Top soil
moisture here is considered fair, but subsoll reserves are poor.

West of Letnbridge and north to Calgary grain se~ding is less than helf
completed. A limited acreage of winter wheat, most of which is in the Fincher
Creek——Cardston area is showing a satisfactory stand. Of the 37,000 acres of sugar
beets under contract in the irrigation areas, 32,000 have been seeded urder good
surface moisture conditions. The grovth of range grass has been slow but improve-
ment was noted in the past weck. Seeding has been later in the Cardston area with
only 10 per cent of the spring grains planted to date. Moisture conditions, however,
are very favourable and no decrease is anticipated in the general seeded acreage.

In the districts surrounding Vulcan and Claresholm from 50 to 65 per cent of the
wheat crop is seeded and planting of coarse grains is well on the way to completion.
There is ample moisture to germinate the seed although some deterioration of surface
moisture has occurred as a result of reccent hot, dry weather. No heavy winds have
yet been reported this spring.

In the esast central section of the provirce around Hanna three guarters of
the wheat seeding is completed but very little coarse grain has been planted, Warmer
weather with some rain has improved conditions here. In the Stettler-Donalda sector
of central Alberta up to 25 per cent of the wheat has been seeded with coarse grain
plantings just getting under way. Weather is now more favourable and progress

should be rapid.

Wheat seeding became general during the past week along the Calgary-
Edmonton l1ine. From Red Deer north to Edmonton subsoil moisture reserves are reported
to be low, and with no rain during the past week surface moisture supplies are
dwindling. Pastures are senerally backward and dairy and beef herds are still mostly
on hay. Our Lacombe correspondent reports that winter wheat and fall rye made good
progress during the past week. Germination and growth is considered backward in the
Edmonton area. From Calgary to Olds seeding is well on the way to completion with
the latter point reporting about 65 per cent of the fall rye winterkilled.

Zast of “dmonton in the Vermilion district only 10 per cent of the vheat
is in vith no coarse grains sown so far. Moisture suprlies are sufficient for
germination but rain will soon be needed to build up reserves. Pastures have just
started and stock are very poor.

it Athabasca north of Zdmonton moisture conditions are good with 35 per
cent of the wheat and 10 per cent of the coarse grains seeded. Our Beaverlodge
correspondent (Peace River area) states that seeding is under way and moisture
conditions are excellent. Winterkilling of winter wheat has varied from gl ight to

complete.
Sweet clover weevils are appearing in abundance in the Lethbridge aren while

a grasshopper outbreak similar in intensity to that of 1949 is anticipated. Average
precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 38 per cent below normal as
compared with 6€ per cent below normal a year ago and 33 per cent below normal a
week ago. The mean temperature for the week ending May 15 was 4.5 degrees above
narmal aa comeared with 7.0 degrees below normal the previous wesk.
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wiKLY PIUGCIFITATION AND TiMTSRATURE IN THE FRAIRIE FROVINCES 1950
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Frecipitation Temperature
Cron District Week ending  Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m
and Frovince Station 8 a.m. since since May 15, 1950
May 14/50  April 1 April 1 Mean Norma,
MANITOBA
0 F'ierson .82 2.98 2,16 6 51
lelita .88 2.58 2/ 2.12 L8 51
4askada N.R. . 2/ L.i65 X, 50
2 Soissevain 1.08 4.38 2,28 o 1 50
liinette .66 2.71 2/ 2,37 L, 51
2 Portage la Frairie 1.00 L.62 2,03 ING 51
Graysville .70 1o 52 1.69 L7 50
Morden « 56 5.00 2.08 Voils 51
Altona N.ide 3.64 2 2.08 RS Gl
Morris K.R. Nil 2 1.872 e Sl
Emerson L6 3.56 1.27 L6 Sk
L wWinnipeg 1.18 5,20 218 L6 52
6 Sprajue 68 2,86 2.12 L8 L9
I inawa A8 1.34 2/ 1.36 INR L9
7 Virden 1.0, 4.02 1.30 L7 50
tivers Ol 2,35 1.27 L6 50
g Brandon A6 2.50 1.86 N.it, 51
Cypress .liver R 2,32 1,82 L5 50
9 Keerawa iR 3.15 1.85 L5 50
10 lussell 26 .26 2/ L. 9 NI, L8
Birtle 1,06 1.68 1.6, L5 L8
11 Dauphin o Th 1.8¢ 128 L7 L9
12 Gimli 1.01 L.02 2,02 L2 L8
12 Swan River 22 62 2/ 1.33 19 L7
The Fas Trace 1,09 1,19 Ll e
MANITOBA AVSIUGE /A 2,730 1,80 45.9 49,
DASEATOEGWAN
1A Estevan o 1.46 2/ 1.68 L9
Carlyle 1.0, 2,18 2,13 49
OXbOW ° 70 ks 00 g/ 1l [} 97 l;é SO
1B Broadview .72 1.06 1,68 NG 50
Kipling N.R. 1.17 2/ 1957 Nelt. 49
Moosomin . 26 2.89 1, 2§ L7 L9
24 Yellow Crass .36 1,42 1.67 g1 L9
Iiidale B0, 2,02 2,02 L9 LS
2B Noose Jaw .01 1.12 2/ 1.4t 53 5%
llegina P 2,03 1.45% 51 50
Qu'ippelle 42 1,62 1.95 51 50
Indian Head .20 WU e 1.62 il b5
05 Assiniboia Trace 1.42 1.27 52 49
Ceylon .36 1.79 2.46 L8 49
24N \l".\).plin Nil . 5[‘. 1079 l‘ SO
firavelbourg Trace 1.56 1.28 52 L9
voderre Nil . 96 15,980 50 49
Dishopric Mil .70 2/ 1.35 50 L9
1BS Shaunavorn JOR .70 1.40 54 N4
Cadillac .12 .90 2.07 52 L7
7al liarie Ni 1.26 1.45 51 L
Aneroid .08 .50 2/ 1.50 53 L8
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I'recipitalion

Temperature

Erop TigiRicE week cnding Total Normal Weelk ending 8 a.m,
and FProvince Station 3 a.m. since since May 15, 1950

May 15/50 April 1 April 1 Mean Normal
SASKATCL

BN Pennant ol 1,66 136 54 &,
Swift Current Trace 1.01 il 52 53 51
Hughton o4O 1407 2/ 1.98 58 L

LA Marle Creek N.R. .30 2/ 1.52 N.H. 50
Consul .08 » 36 1.65 LS L8

LB Roadene .18 1.7, 1.99 5 L8

5 Leross N.i, 1.92 2/ 1.58 N.it, L7
Lipton .26 1.60 1.39 L9 L7
Yorkton .58 1.29 1l L9 L3

58 Dafoe 02 8L 1.16 50 L5
‘oum Lake N.3. a2 138 Noits L5
Lintlaw .18 1.26 1.64 L6 Lé
kamsack .16 o 6l L6 L8 L6

6i Davidson Trace < 9¢ 1.30 52 L9
Dilke Hil 1.63 1.2 K., N.it,
Semans Nil .62 1.07 L9 L7
Strasbourg Trace 1.54 1,42 52 L9

¢B larris lil .60 1.14 5l 42
Outlook .01 2615 1,10 56 50
Jaskatoon .02 1, 7102 1.23 52 L9
Slbow Nil 12l 1.14 5l 50
Dundurn Trace . 52 B[S/ 55 L8

TA Kindersaleyr A2 1.2, 1524 54 48
Hdosetown L0l 1.328 1,61 N.R. L2

73 Facklin o2 .6l 2.27 g L7
Scott Trace 2 () b L9
Authilda .06 06 2/ 1.2 N, Not.
Biggear Trace .79 1.14 5, L9

81.\ I"-istatln'l .06 1986 1039 1;6 ,18
Hudson iay .11 1.1 1.46 L8 L8

8B Humboldt Nil 0 56 1.20 Notte L9
Melfort .09 1.20 1.44 £l L9

94 North 3attleford 83 48 o, i 54, 52
Rabbit Lake L0l .70 1,26 52 L8
Frince Albert M 1.% 1.L6 52 50

9B Island Falls .0l « 20 1.4L2 LYA L5
waseca .10 .57 (e sl 18

SASKATCHERAR AVILRAGE SpL7, 1.16 1.51 £1.0 L. 6
ALBERTA :

1 Taber Trace 222/ 1.80 55 50
roremost Mil .65 2.82 55 5l
winnilred .26 « 2.09 N.R. N.it.
}.ecicine Hat .50 8L 1.35 56 53
lanyberries Neids .92 2/  1.85 Koita 52

2 Cowley .05 1.96 2.35 L9 L9
Macleod .0l 1.02 1.4k 56 52
Cardston 26 2.06 2.82 §ig S
Lethbridge gk 1.16 1.80 5l g1
Magrath N.2. N..2/ 2.50 MR, il
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WOBKLY FRoCIVITATION AND TAMYERATURE IN THE PRAIRIE FROVINCES, 1950 (continued)
Precipitation Temperature
Crop District ieek ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m
and lrovince Station 8 a.m. since since May 15, 1950
kay 15/50  April 1  April 1 Nean Norma
ALBLERRTA
3 Jauxhall .1l A 2/ 1,51 5 51
Brooks .09 .61 1.66 54 52
3indloss .00 6 1.69 N.it. 53
~mpress (e .03 1.57 56 53
L Hich liver Ol 1.91 2.47 50 43
Julcan N.il, .85 2/ 1.82 K., N.a
5 Drumheller .10 49 XL G5 L9
lianna .26 422/ 1,92 56 Si
Xaco .02 8. 55 2.08 52 50
Oyen Wil b4 2/ 1.26 R, M.
6 Olds A .78 2.14 52 48
Calgary .17 1.45 1.74 53 L9
Three Hills .20 Th 1.21 52 L8
Stratimore .10 AA 1.60 52 N
Gleichen L% Al 1.59 52 L9
Hussar .10 362/ 1.98 N.I. N. 1
7 Sedpewick N.it, A2 2/ 1.8 N.R. 18
Hardisty Ol 62 3 NI N.it. N.Q
Coronation 14 Skl 1057 3 L9
Huphenden .20 29 1.70 51, 50
& led Deer .06 1.7, 2,08 50 L9
Lacombe Trace 2,04, 2/ 1.6 52 L9
wetaskiwin Trace 1.46 1.735 55 L8
Camrose 11l .54 1.97 54 L6
Stettler Trace . 37 2.1,8 55 L9
9 Jasyer Trace 1.40 1.1, 50 L7
Rocky Mounta'n llouse Trace .97 2.28 51 L6
Springdale Nil 1.08 2/ 2.16 50 W6
10 Vegreville 01 .21 17,30 58 58
Jermilion odb{/ .70 1.47 54, L7
Lloydminster . Ol 1.08 1.17 54, L6
11 “Zdmonton .01 1,19 1.55 55 50
12 Edson .02 1.04 2/ 1.40 52 L9
ahitecourt 02 297 1.88 52 L8
g slk Foint .08 <9 1.35 54 L7
14 Campsie Hails 172/ 1.34 N.R, 48
Athabaska o 22 1.42 1.43 5k L8
Lac La BDiche b 1.09 1.63 53 Lo
15 iigh Frairie 1.16 2,22 1.14 55 Le
Wagner .6l 1.90 1.54 3 L8
16 Beaverlodge .08 1436 1,18 54 L3
treroft <3 1.30 .99 56 L8
rand l'rairie .05 ..483 1.39 59 50
Tairview il 1.0, .37 55 W8
7 Fort St. John = N W . 1.2 1 I
ALBialTAa AV i, A 1.06 1.70 53,6 49
N.it. lo report
1 Jource: leteorolorical Jervice of Canada.
2/ Incomrlates:not included in average.
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