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ThLGItAPHIC CROP REPORT - PRAIRIE PItOVINC 

This is the sixth of the 1952 series of thirteen telegraphic 
reports, issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, covering crop conditions 
in the Prairie Provinces. A selected list of crop correspondents chosen from 
the Federal and Provincial Departnnts of Agriculture, private crop observers 
and grain men supply the information on which these reports are based. The 
weather data included in this release are furnished by the Meteorological 
Division, Departnnt of Transport0 

SUl.L1ARY 

Crop conditions continue generally favourable in the Prairie 
Provinces following widespread rains over the week end. However, more rain 
is urgently required to prevent further deterioration in most southern 
districts of Manitoba, in extreme southeastern and south-central di8trict8 of 
Saskatchewan, in parts of southeastern Alberta and in the northern portion of 
the Peace River District. Pastures are poor and hay crops will be extremely 
light in most of Manitoba, Prospects for special crops such as sugar beets 
and canning crops are good. Grasshopper activity has been limited to date 
and damage from wireworms and cutworms is abating in most areas. 

General week-end rains greatly improved the crop outlook in 
Manitoba particularly in northern areas. Correspondents in several southern 
districts report more moisture urgently needed. Early-seeded crops are 
beginning to head but where land was being worked to destroy weeds seeding 
has just been completed. Unevenly germinated fields have shown considerable 
improvement since the rain of June 2. The outlook for sugar beets and other 
special crops i8 much better since the rain. Twenty-five per cent of the 
beet acreage has been thinned. The pasture and hay situation has seldom been 
less promising in this province. Many farmers are pasturing oats and barley 
especially where the erops were brtdly infested with wild oats. Millet, 
sudan grass and corn are being planted in some areas to serve as substitute 
hay crops. Grasshoppers are hatching in the Red River Valley with field 
infestation and marginal danage present in Montcalm municipality. Some 
marginal damage is present in Macdonald municipality but infestation otherwise 
is generally light and patchy. Cutworm damage to field crops and sugar beets 
in southern Manitoba is reported by the Entomological Laboratory at Brandon. 

Recent rains over most of Saskatchewan have greatly improved 
crop conditions and, for the province as a whole, prospects remain favourable. 
In the extreme southeastern and south-central parts of the province, however, 
rainfall was light and additional rains are needed to replenish surface 
moisture supplies. Wheat averages about eight inches in height, with about 
ten per cent in the shot blade. Oats and barley are also showing good growth 
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and average six inches in height. Flax and grain crops affected by the late May 
frosts have now fully recovered. Fall rye is headed and prospects are favourable0 
Wireworm and cutworm activity is quite widespread in central and west-central 
districts. At many points in southern areas, however, poor seed emergence had 
apparently been mistaken for wireworm activity0 Patchy spots in these areas have 
now disappeared as a result of recent rains promoting late germination. Grass-
hoppers have been reported in the Kerrobert and Manitou Lake regions but no 
damage is indicated to date0 

Widespread rains have brought ample to sufficient moisture to 
nearly all districts of Alberta with most correspondents describing moisture 
conditions as good to excellent. However, rains are still required in the 
southeast and in the northern portion of the Peace River District0 The outlook 
is uniformly good in western regions where crops are well advanced for this 
date. In this part of the province wheat is up from 3 to 14 inches, oats from 
1 to 12 and barley from 1 to 10 inches in height0 Hay and the first cutting of 
alfalfa will vary from light to good. Pastures are now showing general improve-
ment. About 60 per cent of the suinmerfallow acreage has had one cultivation and 
a start has been made on the second operation. The outlook for sugar beets and 
canning crops is good. Forage crop acreages intended for seed are approximately 
the same as last year with yield prospects above average0 Live stock are in 
good to excellent condition. Wireworm damage was widespread in southern areas 
but only a relatively small acreage required reseeding. Grasshoppers have been 
hatching for a month but no threat to crops has developed as yet. 

Manitoba A report from Altona in southeastern Manitoba states that, although 
rains were needed, the heavy showers pulverized the soil and with 

high winds resulted in soil drifting. Newly-sown flaxseed and sugar beets were 
severely affected. The rye crop is headed with a variable stand and early-sown 
wheat is heading short in this district. Cutworm activity is practically over 
but some reseeding of beets and flax was required as a result of the earlier 
infestation. Potato crops and gardens are poor. The Morden Experimental Farm 
reports that nearly an inch of rain 	fell over the week end and crops are 
now responding to this long overdue moisture. Subsoil moisture is dry in this 
region. Wheat and barley are starting to head and sweet clover is in blossom 
12 days ahead of normal0 Row crops are late but are now making fair growth. 
Pastures are poor and hay crops are light0 

In south-central Manitoba at Pilot Mound early wheat is in the 
shot blade and is looking good. Recent rains have helped stubble-crop wheat 
but prospects are only fair to poor. Flax is uneven in growth. Sunflowers 
are fair; fall rye, pastures and hay crops are poor. Cutworm damage continues 
to be serious although the climax has been reached0 Two light showers at 
Melita during the past week were of little benefit to crops. The subsoil 
moisture situation is serious in this district and good rains are urgently 
needed for crops, hay, pastures and gardens. 

In the Winnipeg area a few earlysown wheat fields are in the 
shot blade stage and the height ranges from 8 to 10 inches. Late-sown crops 
are thin and growing slowly. A few fields have been reseeded because of wind 
erosion and cutwrm damage. Pastures show some improvnit but the hay crop 
outlook is poor. A few farmers have seeded millet for feed. The potato crop 
is growing very slowly due to lack of moisture0 The Brandon Experimental Farm 
reports 1.27 inches of rain on dune 15.  Some hail occurred and wind velocity 
was high causing soil drifting and damage to late-sown crops. Pastures are 
showing some recovery but hay crops are light. Growing conditions are greatly 
improved at Woodnorth after the half inch rain on June 15.  Recent high winds 
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did not cause soil drifting in this area. Some early-sown crops are now in the 
shot blade0 

In the Interlake district at Teulon moisture conditions improved 
considerably with recent rains which benefited both field crops and pastures. 
Some cutworm damage has been noted but not enough to warrant spraying. Weed 
growth is not excessive and no spraying has been done as yet0 At Arborg a good 
rain on Sunday night improved conditions to the point where prospects for a crop 
are now fair. Hay crops will be poor due to a dry spring c  and early suimuer 
stands of hay and pasture are very thin0 

West-central Manitoba reports heavy rain received over the week 
end. At Neepawa crops are in the shot blade with some early wheat in head. 
General heading should occur by the end of next week. Crop conditions are 
excellent in this district but pastures are still poor. Prospects for crops 
are also good at Minnedosa. Early wheat is in the shot blade and all crops 
are making rapid progress. Weed spraying is general. Recent rains will 
improve pastures and the hay crop. 

In northwest Manitoba at Dauphin week-end precipitation was spotty 
with heavy rainfall in the northern and western parts of the district and light 
in the south and east. Early crops are showing a good stand but late crops are 
uneven due to poor germination. Cutworw damaged some fields and farmers are 
reseeding. Pastures are poor and farms south and east of Dauphin need more rain. 
Weed spraying has started. Seeding is completed in the Swan River Valley except 
where reseeding is being done because of heavy wild oat infestation in the first 
crop. All grains have stooled very well and early crops are in the shot-blade 
stage. Fall rye is well on in the heading stage Plenty of moisture is advanc" 
ing growth rapidly in late-sown crops. Chemical control of weeds is well under 
way and cutworm activity has been confined to gardens only. 

The Entomological Laboratory at Brandon reports that grasshoppers 
continue to hatch in the Red River Valley with some field infestations and 
marginal damage in Montcalni municipality and some marginal damage in Macdonald 
municipality. Infestations elsewhere are generally light and patchy. Cutworm 
damage to field crops and sugar beets in southern Manitoba continued during the 
past week. The average precipitation for the province sihce April 1 has been 
41 per cent below normal as compared with 56 per cent below normal a week ago 
and 35 per cent below normal a year agoc Mean temperature for the week ending 
June 16 was 205 degrees above normal as compared with 5 degrees above normal a 
week ago and 5 degrees above normal a year ago. 

Saskatchewan Crop development in the Fillmore region in the southeastern part 
of the province varies from fair to good, with early-sown crops 

up 6 to 8 inches and late-seeded grains still not covering the ground. Heavy 
general shc*iers were received over the week-end and warm weather is now needed 
to promote growth. Weekend rains in the Indian Head district have helped late 
crops especially, as well as hay and pasture which had been decidedly below 
normal. Hay has headed very short with a light crop in prospect. 

A report from the Dominion Experimental Farm at Swift Current 
states that moisture conditions continue good. Crops are making satisfactory 
growth although the weather has been cool and windy for the past week. Many 
farmers consider that weeds are giving excessive competition in early'seedd 
fields and are using chemical spray on fields in the early shot-blade stage. 
Heavy stands of hay are now ready for cutting and haying should become general 
within the next few days. In the region around Val Marie crops are suffering 
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from lack of moisture and prospects are only fair. The rye crop is headed out 
but is very thin. Wheat is about 12 inches high with some of it in the shot 
blade. Barley and oats are fair but the hay crop is poor. Cool weather and 
strong drying winds have slowed growth of crops in the Eastend area. All grains 
are well rooted and early-sown wheat averages8 inches in height. There has been 
some wireworm damage but otherwise the appearance of all grains is good. Pastures 
and hay fields are also in good condition. Growing conditions have been very 
favourable in the region around Leader. Wheat has stooled out heavily and is 
now making rapid growth0 Noisture reserves have remained high and the general 
prospects are good. 

Crop conditions around Togo in the east-central part of the 
province are generally excellent although there has been localized damage from 
winds, early frost and wild-oat growth. Good rains were received over the week 
end and subsoil moisture supplies are adequate. Hay crops are well advanced0 
A report from Willowbrook indicates that all crops are making excellent growth. 
Over an inch of rain fell on the 15th of the month. Early wheat is 10 inches 
high, with no damage of any kind reported. Pastures are very good, and live 
stock are doing well. 

Continued rains during the past week promoted crop growth but 
delayed ±.eld operations in west-central Saskatchewan. A report from Scott 
indicates that adequate height of early-seeded grain is now assured but further 
rains will be required to fill the crop. Hay crops are exceptionally good, 
with promising yields indicated for brome grass seed. Seeding is completed in 
the Rosetown area. Moisture supplies are adequate but warmer weather is needed 
to promote growth. Weed growth is particularly heavy this year and spraying is 
now general. 

Our correspondent at Melfort in the northeastern part of the 
province reports that germination and growth have been good. Early-seeded wheat 
is 4 to 7 inches high. Hay is making good growth, with brome heading out and 
alfalfa coming into bloom. Weed-spraying operations are now general. Crops 
in the Tisdale and Archerwill districts are in need of rain as a result of 
recent warm drying winds. A report from Prince in the northwestern part of the 
province indicates that surface moisture supplies are excellent. Warmer 
weather, however, is now needed to promote growth. Some grain is in the shot 
blade and prospects for all crops are quite favourable. Wet weather during 
most of the past week has delayed spraying of weeds. 

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 
18 per cent below normal as compared with 35 per cent below normal a week ago 
and 14 per cent below normal a year ago. Mean tamperature for the week ending 
June 16 was 1.2 degrees above normal as compared with 4.7 degrees above normal 
a week ago and 4.6 degrees above normal a year ago. 

Alberta Crops in the Manyberries district of southeastern Alberta are in 
good condition but need rainfall immediately. Cool weather has 

caused heavy stooling. Forage production is good and grass is curing well. 
Haying has commenced on irrigated lands. Crops are still holding at Medicine 
Hat although a general rain is now required. Some barley and wheat is in head, 
and fall rye is in blossom. 

Over half an inch of rain was received during the past week in 
the western part of the Lethbridge area and less than half an inch in eastern 
sections of the district. AU cereal crops are in satisfactory condition but 
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more rain would be welcome in eastern areas. An average crop of hay is being 
harvested and sugar beets are showing a good stand with thinning well advanced. 
Flax and mustard-seed crops are in satisfactory condition. Grass growth is 
excellent on range land and prospects for the wild hay crop are good. At 
Cardston, warmer weather is needed for crops to continue their fine growth. 
Spraying for weeds is general. Crop conditions at Claresholm are very good, 
with wheat up from six to twelve inches and early fields in the shot blade. 
Oats and barley average six inches in height and hay crops and pastures are in 
excellent condition0 The weather has been cool and windy but no damage is 
reported from soil drifting or other causes0 

Heavy rains fell in the Calgary area during the past week and, 
with warmer weather, growth will be rapid. Stooling has been heavy with wheat 
averaging six inches in heit and oats and barley four inches0 Present 
conditions are excellent0 

Following heavy rains, crop conditions are generally excellent 
in the Sedgewick, Donalda and .Stettler areas of central Alberta. Wheat is 
stooling and pastures and tame hay are in very good condition. Prospects are 
also generally excellent in west-central Alberta although some crops in low-
lying areas are suffering from excessive moisture. Weed spraying has been 
delayed due to rain. Growth of hay and pastures is rapid. Some early wheat 
and barley are in the shot blade. 

Heavy rains have also fallen in the Edmonton and Evansburgh 
areas and with warm weather growth will be very rapid. No damage of any kind 
is reported. In the Bonnyville area of northeastern Alberta heavy rains 
provided ample supplies for present needs0 Growth and prospects are excellent 
for all crops. Wheat is coming into the shot blade and haying will start 
with warmer weather. Alfalfa is setting seed remarkably well0 No damage is 
reported in this district. Similar conditions prevail in the Athabaska area 
north of Edmonton. 

Crops in the Faiher area of the Peace River district are doing 
well but rain and warner weather are required here and in northern sections 
of the Peace River country to maintain present conditions. Our Beaverlodge 
correspondent reports improved crop prospects following good rains. Hay crops 
are very good here. The creeping red fescue seed crop is heading short with 
prospects of a moderate crop of seed. One or two local outbreaks of grass-
hoppers are reported. 

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 
18 per cent below normal In contrast to 44 per cent below normal a week ago 
and 24 per cent above normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week ending 
June 16 was 3.0 degrees below normal in contrast to 2.1 degrees above normal a 
week ago and 2.6 degrees above normal a year ago0 
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II  
Weekly Precipitation and Temperature in the Prairie Provinces, 1952 

Precipitation 	- 	Teniperature 
Crop District 	Station 	Week ending Total 	Normal Week ending 8 a.m. 
and province 	 8 a,m, 	since 	since 	June 16/52 

ANI0I3A 	
June 16152 April 1 April 1 Mean 	Normal 

1 Fierson .38 1033 4.56 61 59 Nelita .48 1.16 5.39 62 60 
Waskada .61 1.22 41'30 60 61 2 Boissevajn 1.37 2.13 4.62 61 60 
Deerwood 1.41 3.21 4.50 64 60 
Ninette 1.08 247 5.05 62 60 3 Portage la Prairie 1.07 2054 4046 65 61 
Graysvifle 2.16 3.75 4.88 61 60 
Norden 079 1,82 4.77 66 61 
Altona .47 2,04 4.72 67 61 
Morris .60 1.64 4.47 65 61 
Roland .93 2.73 4,39 65 61 
Emerson 018 1,92 4009 07 61 4 Winnipeg .71 2.17 5,06 66 61 6 Sprague .16 2 049 5,00 64 59 Seven 3isters Falls .71 1,77 3.47 63 59 7 Vjrderi .89 2.16 3.86 61 59 Rivers .90 2,75 4.34 62 60 8 Brandon 1030 2,89 4.43 62 60 
Cypress River 1,10 2.61 4.47 62 60 9 Neepawa 2.16 3.39 4.42 62 60 F'luinas 4053 6.97 4.41 63 60 10 Russell .86 3,11 4.13 58 58 U Dauphin 028 1,73 3.61 59 58 12 Gimli 1,38 2,87 5.20 62 59 13 Swan River 129 3.59 4.01 57 57 The Fas .46 4.57 3011 55 58 

MANIT03A AVERAGE 1.05 2,63 4,43 -  6203 59, 
SASKATCHEWAN 

lÀ Estevan .41 2,07 4,45 62 59 Carlyle .42 1,89 4.67 58 58 
Oxbow 31 1.36 4.51 58 59 Redvers N.R, 1,32 V 4 0 06 N.R. 58 

lB 
Willniar 1,06 2097 4.28 N,R, N.R. 
E3roadvjew 1,50 4,33 394 58 58 
Noosomin 1,23 3,38 3 , 94 59 59 2A Yellow Grass .62 3,38 4.27 59 59 28 Moose Jaw 2.33 3,81 4,25 58 60 
Regina 1.26 2,19 4,06 58 59 :.uGAppe11e 1 033 3.00 4,97 57 58 Indian Head 1,59 3,09 4,70 58 58 Francis 1.10 2,31 3,28 58 58 3a5 Assiniboja 1,24 3.57 3.56 59 61 Ormiston 1,37 36 3,80 60 oO 
Ceylon 036 2,70 5,37 59 59 3AN Chaplin .91 2.61 4,64 58 60 
Gravelbourg 1,07 2,69 3,64 58 59 Coderre 1,00 2,83 3.87 55 60 
Bishopric 1.38 2044 3070 58 60 
Shaunavon .77 363 3,54 58 58 Cadillac .63 3,30 5,60 58 58 Aneroid .46 1,81 4,32 59 58 3BN Pennant 1,22 3,88 4,63 56 58 



Weekly Precipitation and Temperature in the Prairie Provinces, 1952 	/ 

Precipitation - Temperature 
Crop District 	Station Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a,m. 
and Province 8 a.m. since since June 16/52 

June 16/52 April 1 April 1 Xean Normal 
SSKATCHEAN( concluded) 

3BN Swift Current 3.66 4.21 55 59 
Hughton 1r, 30 4.65 4.25 58 58 

4A 1laple Creek N.R. 2.39 	/ 4.10 N.R. 59 
Uorisul .20 2.26 3.77 57 57 

4B Hoadene .81 3.29 	/ 4.25 57 58 
5A Leross 1.33 2.93 413 55 56 

Lipton 1.41 2.67 358 57 56 
Yorkton 1.06 2.52 4.01 58 58 

5B Dafoe .93 2,64 3.60 56 56 
Foam Lake .97 2,29 3.93 56 56 
Lintlaw .90 2.80 4.10 55 56 
Kaxnsack 1.10 3.55 3.20 58 57 
Pelly 1.40 2.97 3.69 53 57 

6A Davidson 111 3.32 3.58 56 58 
Duke 1.08 201 3.92 N.R. 
Imperial .80 2.20 3.46 54 58 
Semans .90 1,92 2.73 57 57 
Strasbourg 1.28 3.16 4.07 55 58 

6s Harris 1.94 3.63 	/ 312 53 58 
Outlook 1.40 3.64 281 57 58 
Saskatoon .87 2.73 3.37 57 58 
Bibow 1.22 3.61 3.55 55 59 
Tugaske 1015 2.82 3.54 56 59 
Dundurn 1.58 3.52 4,06 57 58 

7A Eston ,92 3.74 3.26 57 58 
Kindersley .61 3059 3.17 55 55 
Rosetown 1.46 4.10 3094 55 56 

7B Nacklin 1181 3.44 4.24 56 56 
Scott 2.01 5,10 3,42 54 58 
Bigar 1 q 89 4.95 3.71 56 58 

8A Mistatim .83 3.85 3.76 54 58 
Hudson Bay 1.29 3073 3.72 55 58 

85 Humboldt .76 2.27 3.31 57 58 
'1elfort .57 3.16 3.61 57 58 

9A North Battleford 1.41 4.84 3.65 55 60 
abbit Lake l.o8 4045 3050 55 58 

Prince Albert .86 4.37 3.73 57 58 
Island Falls 037 3027 3058 57 

9B Waseca 2.33 4.37 3.70 56 	-- 57 
3A.TC!{tMAN AVEitAGE 1,11 3.18 389 56.8 58.0 
ALBERTA 

1 Taber .26 1.93 3.83 58 59 
Foremost .41 3.28 5.47 56 64 
Wjr.nifred N.H. 2.21 	/ 3,85 N.H. N.H. 
Nedicine Hat 078 3039 3.60 59 61 
Manyberries '012 2.49 3097 57 61 

2 Cowley 1.81 297 4.99 52 55 
Macleod 2.33 3,84 4,04 55 61 
Cardston N.R. 2.08 	/ 6082 52 60 
Lethbridge .87 2.68 4,35 56 59 
Del Bonita 1,18 3.07 4.98 51 59 

3 Vauxhall ,48 2058 3045 57 60 
Brooks N1H0 .99 3,56 N0R, 61 
Bindloss .60 2.30 3.61 56 61 



Weekly Precipitation 
- U - 

and Temperature in the Prairie Provinces, 1952 	/ 
Precipitation  Temperature 

Crop District 	Station Week ending Total Normal ieek ending 8 a.ni. 
and Province B a.m,, since since June 16/52 

June 16/52 April 1 April 1 Mean Normal 
ALRTA( concluded) 

3 Empress ,93 3,08 3,83 57 62 
4 High River 315 7,37 5047 51 56 

Vulcan 1,37 2,85 4,16 N.R. N.E. 
5 Drumheller 1,03 1093 4,25 56 60 

Naco 85 1,98 	/ 4,39 55 57 
Oyen ,82 2,41 2,83 N,R, N.R. 

6 Qids 31l 4,26 4,69 51 55 
Calgary 2,66 559 4.71 52 57 
Three Hills 1095 3,45 3094 54 54 
Strathmore 192 4,46 4,34 53 55 
Gleicheri 1,12 2,48 3,85 54 57 
Hussar 1,41 335 4.12 NOR, N.R, 

7 Sedgewick N.R. 1d6 / 346 T%T. R. 56 
!-!ardisty 2,04 3,22 3.24 N9R. 
Coronation 1,31 2.58 3 , 54 53 57 
Hughenden N.R, 1076 	/ 3,78 N.R. 60 

8 Red Deer N0R1 2,11 	J 5,45 N.R. 55 
Lacombe N,R, 3,07 	/ 4,49 N.E. 56 
Aetaskiwin N.E. 2 73/ 4.05 NR, 56 
Cainrose N,R, 1,86 	/ 4,15 56 
Stettler 299 5,24 505 52 55 

9 Jasper 1,5 3  /4,28 235 52 54 
Rocky Mountain House 	2.73 5.34 491 50 54 
Springdale N 0 R 0  3,46 	/ 5,06 N.E. 55 10 Vegreville 1.76 3.26 4.64 55 56 
Vermilion 2,11 2,99 4,01 55 56 
Lloydininster 1,66 35l 3 , 35 55 56 

11 Edmonton 2,35 4,10 4,08 55 57 12 Edson 217 5,49 3,77 50 55 
W}-titecourt 197 4,22 4.30 53 56 

13 Elk Point 1,30 2,23 3,68 57 55 
Lac La Biche 1,38 3.44 3,77 57 56 

14 Campsie 1.83 3.77 4.12 54 56 
Athabaska 1011 3,98 3,85 52 56 

15 High Prairie ,87 2.28 3.56 55 57 
wagner ,67 1,99 3.86 53 57 16 Beaverodge ,81 1.69 3,27 54 55 
Rycroft 1,01 2,72 242 55 56 
Grand Prairie .81 2,58 3,80 55 55 
Fairview .51 2.31 2.80 53 56 
xierwyn ,Bb 1,49 3.32 54 56 
FortSt. John .96 2,93 3,57 53 - 	 57 

ALBERTA AV1RAGE 1,42 3.31 _4,05 541 571 

N.E. No report 

J 3ource - 1-ieteoro1ojcai Service of Canada 

/ Incomplete - not included in average 


