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TELEGRAPHIC CHOP REPORT - PRAIRIE PROVINCES

This is the fourth of the 1953 series of fourteen telegraphic
reports, issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, covering crop conditions in
the Prairie Provinces. A selected list of crop correspondents chosen from the
Federal and Provincial Departments of Agriculture, private crop observers and grain
men supply the information on which these reports are based. The weather data
included in this release are furnished by the Meteorolosical Division. Department
of Transport.

SUMMARY

Heavy rains over wide areas of the Prairie Provinces, particularly
in southern districts, continue to hold up seeding operations. Substantial
acreages still remain to be seeded to coarse grains while an estimated 10 to 20
per cent of the intended wheat acreage has not yet been sown. In view of the
lateness of the season it is anticipated by many correspondents that some of the
acreage previously intended for wheat will now almost certainly be shifted to
coarse grains. An increase in summerfallow acreage is also considered probable.
Weeds are a serious problem in many areas. In general, spring-sown crops are in
good condition although growth in many areas is slow due to cool, wet weather.
Fall-sown crops and hay and pasture are making excellent progress in all three
provinces.

Heavy general rains have further delayed completion of seeding in
Manitoba. Except in Dauphin and Swan River areas little work will be done on
the land until the middle of next week. At least 40 per cent of the cats and
barley, 70 per cent of the flax, 10 per cent of the beets and most of the corn
are yet to be planted. Some crop area will not be seeded and acreage for fallow
will undoubtedly increase. Considerable flooding has occurred in the lower parts
of the Red River Valley and soon it will be a problem to till beets and other row
crops. Planted crops are generally in satisfactory condition, however, but warmer,
drier weather is needed. Hay crops and pastures are in excellent condition.

Seeding progress in Saskatchewan has been slow, with frequent rains
delaying field work, particularly in southern areas. For the province as a whole,
an estimated 82 per cent of the wheat, half the coarse grains and 40 per cent of
the flaxseed acreages have been sown. Wheat seeding is furthest advanced in the
central and northwestern areas where more than 90 per cent is completed while an
estimated 70 per cent is seeded in the northeast. In the southern part of the
province, about 90 per cent of the wheat is seeded in the south-central area,

75 per cent in the southeast and southwest, and 55 per cent in the Regina-Weyburn
area. In many regions wheat seeding may be discontinued due to the lateness of
the season. Moisture conditions are good to excellent but germination and growth
have been sow., About 4O per cent of the wheat is showing green.

Good progress has been made with seeding in central and northern
areas of Alberta and in the Peace River District. Wheat seeding is completed or
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nearly completed at many points in these regions and sowing of coarse grains is well
advanced. However, rains have hampered completion of field work in most southern
and western sections of the province and reports from many correspondents state
seeding is very backward. Recent copious rains in some of these areas may retard
operations to such an extent that no further wheat can be sown. Immediate rain
would now be welcome only in areas north of the C.P.R. line between Camrose and
Hardisty and in the district north of Edmonton. Weather has remained cool and
crops are growing well only on light soils.

Mapnitoba Crop land is well soaked in the Morden area southwest of Winnipeg.
Germination of cereals has been good and some wheat is six inches in
height. Wet weather has delayed seeding this past week and warmer, brighter
weather is required to permit completion of seeding of coarse grains, corn and
sunflowers. Pastures are excellent and crop prospects are good. No seeding has
been done at Pilot Mound since May 19. About 90 per cent of the wheat is in the
ground but only 10 per cent of the coarse grains and flax has been sown. Moisture
supplies are ample and prospects are good for forage crops. Rains during the past
week have improved the condition of all crops at Melita in southwestern Manitoba.

North of Winnipeg at Selkirk, frequent showers have prevented
seeding during the past week and operations are not expected to be resumed until
this week-end. There is some evidence of damage due to standing water in early-
seeded crops and potato growers are worried about rot in their early-planted
fields. No change is expected in the acreages seeded to various crops in this
district. Around Winnipeg seeding may be resumed this week if no more rain
occurs. Early-sown crops and pastures are doing well and a good hay crop is in
prospect. A number of farmers will seed flax or rapeseed instead of coarse
grains as planned. Wild ocats are a problem in this district. It has not been
possible to seed in the Portage area for the past week, and two days of drying
weather are needed before operations can begin again. It is estimated that
75 per cent of the coarse grains remairsto be sown with some reseeding of wheat
land because of wild ocats. This weed may prove serious to peas.

At Brandon four inches of rain fell on Coronation Day and flood
conditions have developed at some points along the Assiniboine River. little
seeding has occurred at Brandon during the past week and operations will be
held up for several more days. Many farmers who have delayed seeding on account
of wild oats are now placed in a difficult position. A late shift to seeding
of barley and flax is expected. Some land may not be seeded, with & consequent
increase in summerfallow.

In the Interlake area at Teulon, further rain has increased moisture
supplies to a high level and brought seeding to a standstill. Some spots are
drowning. Wild oat growth isbad in places and some wheat land has been culti-
vated for reseeding. Pastures are excellent. Rains have delayed seeding at
Minnedosa for the past eleven days and no seeding will be done this week even if
drying weather occurs. Im this district wheat acreage will be down 10 to 15 per
cent from original intentions and a shift to coarse grains will occur. About
70 per cent of the coarse grains and flax remainsto be seeded. Early crops are
making poor progress due to cool, wet weather. -

Only 60 per cent of the wheat and 10 per cent of the coarse grains
have been sown in the Dauphin area. Wet weather has held spring operations at
a standstill for the past three weeks and heavy rains so far this week will delay
seeding still more. Growth of early-sown crops, pastures and gardens has been
slow due to cold, wet weather. Rain has prevented seeding at Swan River since
the last report. The land is saturated with moisture preventing any field work
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for the next few days. Wild oat growth has been heavy and some wheat land will be
reseeded. Wheat seeding has been completed with a reduction in the intended area.
Only 20 per cent of the coarse grain seeding has been completed. An infestation
of cutworms is reported in alfalfa fields.

The Entomological laboratory at Brandon reports insect activity in
the province has been retarded by cool, wet weather. No important damage has
occurred during the past week. The Souris River has been treated to control black
flies. The average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 45 per
cent above normal as compared with 18 per cent above normal a week ago and in
contrast to 58 per cent below normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week
ending June lwas 0.9 degrees below normal as compared with 1.3 degrees below normal
last week and 6.9 degrees below normal at the same time a year ago.

Sasgkatchewan Frequent rains continue to hamper seeding progress in the south-

eastern part of the province. In the Yellow Grass district about
65 per cent of the intended wheat acreage has been seeded. Heavy rains have
caused some flood damage and it is expected that a shift to coarse grain acreage
will result from farmers' inability to sow all the acreage originally intended
for wheat., Around Fillmore practically no seeding has been done during the past
week as a result of frequent heavy rains. Many farmers on low-lying heavy land
have hardly any seeding completed. Wild oats and French weed are particularly
troublesome and the absence of warm, dry weather has made weed control impossible,
Sunny weather is needed to stimulate the growth of spring-sown crops.

In the Indian Head district 1.52 inches of rain on June 2 further
delayed seeding operations. During the past week fields have not been dry enough
to be worked satisfactorily. OSeeded crops in the district are making good growth.
Wild oat infestations are serious and stinkweed growth is also severe but can be
controlled by spraying. Further seeding will likely be entirely oats, barley or
flaxseed.

Around Gravelbourg, in the south-central part of the province, no
seeding has been done during the past ten days owing to continuous rains.
Moisture conditions are extremely good but warm weather and sunshine are needed
to promote growth. Further west, seeding progress in the Eastend district has
been very uneven with about 30 per cent of the intended acreage seeded north of
this point and about 80 per cent to the south. Wheat acreage in the district is
expected to be about 10 per cent below that of 1952 while barley acreage may
increase by as much as 35 per cent. A relatively small acreage is being seeded
to oats. Winter wheat and early-sown spring grains are making good growth.

In the east-central part of the province around Willowbrook 80 per
cent of the wheat and some oats and barley have been seeded. Early-seeded wheat
has made good progress. oSeeding in the area is expected to be delayed for
several days as a result of recent rains. Pastures are exceilent and moisture
supplies are adequate for three weeks' growth. Around Drake in the central part
of the province secding is almost completed, with 75 per cent of the fields
showing green. The outlook for both fall rye and hay crops is good. However,
warm weather is necessary to promote growth of these crops and spring-sown grains.
The Dominion Entomological Laboratory at Saskatoon states that wireworm damage
is beginning to show in early-seeded wheat but reports of losses to date have
been few., Moisture supplies in the Saskatoon area are adequate but warmer weather
is needed to promote growth.

Stands of spring grains are good around Scott in the west-central
part of the province but growth has been backward due to cool weather. Fall rye,
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on the other hand, is well advanced and hay and pastures are above normal. Most
districts have received sufficient rain to maintain growth of grain and
precipitation has been particularly heavy in the district commencing some 4C miles
east and south of this point.

An estimated 80 per cent of the wheat and 50 per cent of the coarse
grains have been seeded in the Melfort district in the northeastern part of the
province, Moisture conditions ar: :ood and germination has been uniform, with
wheat now beginning to show above ground. Pastures and hay crops are making
satisfactory progress. Many farmers are seeding 0lli barley in place of Montcalm
due to lateness of the season. In the Carrot River district about 75 per cent of
the wheat and 60 per cent of the total intended area for all crops have been
seeded. Fall rye wintered in excellent condition and pasture and hay crops are
making good growth. Infestations of both wild oats and French weed are evident.
In the district around Prince in the northwestern part of the province no rains
have been received since May 26 and rainfall for the season has been below
average. The weather has been cold and growth has been slow.

Average precipitation for the province'since April 1 has been 58
per cent above normal as compared with 46 per cent above normal a week ago and
30 per cent below normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week ending
June 1 has been 0.4 degrees above normal in contrast to 2.1 degrees below normal
for the preceding week and 5.2 degrees below nonmal for the corresponding week
last year.

Alberta At Manyberries, in the extreme southeast of the Province, seeding

of coarse grains is almost finished although rain is hindering
final completion of spring work. The early wheat crop is up four inches and
subsoil and surface soil moisture conditions are excellent. Grass is making
rapid growth, and range land and live stock are in good condition. Two and a
half inches of rain f“¥1 in the Medicine Hat area on June 2 further delaying
seeding. From 10 to 20 per cent of the wheat and about 40 per cent of coarse
grains and flax remain to be seeded in this district. Early-seeded wheat is up
about three inches and fall rye is in the shot blade. Pastures and live stock
are in good condition.

From two to four inches of rain have fallen in the district south
of Calgary over the past few days thus assuring adequate moisture supplies for
the immediate future. OSeeding is nearly completed south of Calgary except in
the foothills and Milk River Ridge areas., Hail has caused some damage to garden
crops and perhaps sugar beets around lethbridge. At Cardston in the extreme
southwest only 65 per cent of the grain has been seeded to date. Continued
rains have left the ground so wet that only a slight possibility exists of any
further seeding., Streak mosaic in winter wheat is causing concern about this
CTOp.

Heavy rains occurred at Brooks in south-central Alberta on
June 2 and 3. As a result of the late, wet spring only 65 per cent of the
coarse grains and 45 per cent of the flax have been seeded so far. About 95 per
cent of the wheat crop is in the ground but it is estimated that wheat acreage
will be down 10 to 15 per cent from earlier intentions. The season is somewhat
further advanced in the Hanna district where germination has been good and
growth rapid. Heavy rains have again delayed seeding in the Calgary area and
a substantial shift from wheat to coarse grains is anticipated in this district.
Pastures are showing heavy growth in this area.
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Wheat seeding is completed in the Sedgewick and Donalda districts
of central Alberta. Heavy rains, however, have delayed completion of coarse grains
seeding. Fall rye is fifteen inches in height and in good condition. Forage crops
are also making good progress but warmer weather is needed to promote growth
generally. At Lacombe in west-central Alberta moisture supplies are adequate but
warm weather is required to allow completion of seeding and to promote growth.
Barly-seeded wheat averages four inches in height and oats two inches. Most farmers
in this area are well advanced with their seeding operations. The wild oat
infestation is hecavy. Similar conditions prevail farther west at Eckville although
the delay in seeding caused by heavy rains is somewhat more serious in this
district.

Rain continues to delay field work in the Edmonton area but all of
the wheat and 75 per cent of the coarse grains are now seeded. The season is
rather less advanced in the area west of Kdmonton but with warmer weather growth
will be rapid. In the northeast around Bonnyville seeding is nearly completed
with all grain growing well., Early crops are up about six inches. DMoisture
conditions are still good but more rain would be welcome here. Hay and pasture
crops are doing well,

North of Edmonton at Athabasca all seeding is completed. Moisture
supplies are good and crops are doing well. Our correspordent at Falher in the
Peace River district reports completion of wheat seeding while about 65 to 70 per
cent of the coarse grains is in the ground. Moisture supplies are very good and
pasture and hay stands are excellent.

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 35
per cent above normal as compared with 33 per cent above normal a week ago and
in contrast to 40 per cent below normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week
ending June 1 was 0.3 degrees abtove normal compared with 2.3 degrees below normal
a week ago and 2.5 degrees below normal a year ago.

5502-518: 4~6-53,
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Preciritation and Temperature Data, lrairie Provinces 1/

Frecipitatien Mean Temperature
Province and Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m.
Crop District Station 8 a.m. since sifigs June 1 y
..... .. dune )l  April 1 April 1 1953 _Normal
~ inches - - degrees F. -
MANITOBA
1 Pierson 178 3,61 3.27 55 55
Melita .65 B84 25 3892 57 56
Waskada 1.59 2,50 2.6l 58 5
Deloraine 1.79 4.10 3,02 54 54
2 Boissevain 3.k9 xlle2 38 54 58
Ninette 1.46 L.26 2,60 55 55
3 Fortage 1la Frairie 1.59 NG el 55 5
Craysville N.R. 3. 76. 3 598 MN.B. 5l
Horden rr 3.87 ™ 3332 N.R. 55
Altona 2.37 647 s 50 55
Morris 2.63 6.9L 2.9L 56 56
Roland 1.6L 5.10 2.91 7% 3
mmerson 2.79 7.04 2.70 56 56
A Winnireg 2,00 &, 4l 2,53 N 56
6 Syrague 1: % L.38 .44 5B 5k
Seven Sisters Ialls 2,17 bl 8L 2,27 54 5L
7/ Virden .66 2.01 2.3 5L 54
Reston . Th 2jAe 2.01 54 36
flivers 1.02 2,8, 2.92 51 55
8 Brandon .81 2.97 <. 9] 53 55
Cypress iver 1.59 2,69 207 55 55
9 Neerawa 1.26 L.09 2.94 50 55
Flumas 2.02 5.86 2.96 51 55
10 itussell 1.16 2.02 2,61 52 53
Birtle ils y25 2,42 2.62 52 53
11 Diauphin 1.45 b B85 2436 50 53
12 Gimli il 5 @2 5.19 2,6l 51 S,
12 Swan River 1 355 2.9 72 STl 50 52
The Pas R 1.78 2,06 L8 - 53
TANITOBA AVERAGE A58 L.70 2.96 .5 544
SASKATCHLIWAN
14 Lstevan Ll L. 60 2.92 57 5l
Carlyle 77 3.90 219 B 53
Oxbow L6 L.13 e A k] 51, 54
Redvers 1,50 Ll g/ ' 2.6 51, 53
Willmar 1,03 5.20 2.94 N.. MR,
1B Broadview .63 L.19 Drei) £ER 5l
Moosomin il 41377 L, 3L 2.53 53 54
24 Yellow Trass « Tl £.95 2.79 56 54
Weyhurn .56 L.78 3.04 56 53
Midale 33 £.38 3,28 513 58

e —— ot ——
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Preciritation and Temperature Data, lrairie Frovinces 1/

n "L e Preginihalion I'ean Temperature
Province and weeck ending  Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m,
Crop District Station 8 a.m, since since June 1
June 1 Ml 1 Aprdl 1 1983 Normal
-~ inclies - - degrees ', =
SASKATCHIMAY (continued)
2B Moose Jaw 1.04 h.l6 2.7 54 56
Regina 370 e 2351 5 54
Zowatt .96 L6l 2,56 NeR. 54
;tAppelle 1,08 O e | 54 54
Indian Head L9 2.0,9 o 52 54
Wilcox 1.38 h.lo 2/ 2,06 56 5L
2AS Assiniboiu ri2% y 1 & R 19 56 54
Ormiston i 12 L.38 2,38 50 53
Cerlon .09 L. 80 3, 68 55 55
3AN Charlin i, 03 Lob7 313 22 59
Cpavelbouvrg 1.35 5. 82 2.16 5k 5k
Coderre 10 e 220 g 55
1BS Shaunsvon 15T h,78 2505 e o
Cauiilac 1,08 & . s el £l 54
Aneroid 1,40 4. 66 2.5G 54 53
33 Teninant 1.54 =78 2.90 55 5
Swift Current .99 Lo 27 373 K 55
Hughton 157 5.0 2,14 5L 58
LA }Yarple Creek spat L.63 2.66 57 5L
Consul , 09 4.09 2,185 53 G
LB Rozdene .42 5499 Sedill LG 2
5A Leross ., Q0 2,69 <051 50 51
Lipton .9l 2,63 2.36 H3 SNk
Yorkton 1.48 h.38 2.07 51 52
Bangor 1.96 L <G 26 13 Sili 513
5B Nafoe 1, Atk 1,02 Dl Sl 5]
Foar Lake L0 L .87 2, 557 51 b
- Lin®lal 1.39 L.oo 2.92 L9 50
Kamsack RO 2,67 1.96 52 51
Felly iR, 2,10 2f 2,19 Ny, 51
6i Davidson lgl® 2.70 2,42 52 53
dilke 1.18 2,06 262 W R,
Imperial .20 k.02 2,1¢ K9 52
Serans LY | S 1.91 512 52
Strasvourg 1.47 L.91 278 g >
ol jarris Vi T8 2/ 1.43 n2 52
Outlook K.R. 2.50 2/ 2.01 B 5k
5askatoon 62 2,310 2e 0k7 5% 54
Llvow Ao B 2. 2,28 A 55
Tugaske Ledk I .98 2,28 54 54
pundurn 1.00 3,88 2357 513 2
Ta Zston .85 3, 82 2,188 55 53
rindersley .75 25 2 8 5 51
Rosetoun B8 2L % 2,01 51, 52




280

Precipitation and Temperature Data, Prairie Frovinces 1/

Precipitation Mean Temperature
Province and Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m.
Crop District Station 8 a.m, since since June 1
June 1 April-d. Appil 1 1953 Normal
- inches - - degrees F, =
SASKATCHIWAN (concluded)
T8 FMacklin . 2,28 2.17 56 b
Scott 43 3.1, 2.3 56 55
Siggar NN 3.46 3,27 54 55
8 histatim sl 2,50 2l 50 52
Hludson Bay 1.44 &7 2,85 L9 pie
E3 Hunboldt . 00 2.89 2.19 Bl 53
l'elfort B 2.38 2.50 52 Sl
94 Yorth Battleford i 2339 2,24 54, 56
Rabbit Lake ! 1.89 2,06 50 53
Frince Albert «35 2.5 2,35 52 55
Island Falls o2 1.19 2.3 L9 5l
9B daseca E.R. 2.98 2f 2:33 HeRte 52
SASHATCHIBIAN AVERAGE -938 4,09 2.58 5335 53
ALRLRT ®
1 Taber oLl 3.07 2,74 85 54
rorenost S L.27 4,08 55 59
Ninnifred 1.09 5.48 2.97 H.Re Nolte
Medicire Hat i 32 §=31 258 56 57
Manyberries 145 .99 2.90 53 S
2 Cowley 1.04 6,86 241 L8 52
Macleod M5 A 2,63 52 56
Cardston 1.84 6.25 4.9 N.R, b5
Lethbridge .26 3.38 2,96 52 515
Del Bonita 1k 5,52 W T L8 55
Magrath 4, 2,19 28 50 55
2 Vauxhall .10 25 52 255 = 55
Hays A7 3,23 2926 55 55
drooks 7 2,91 2P 51, 56
Bindloss 1.8 5.48 2456 55 55
Zmpress il DE5 1.90 DO S )
N igh River 1.8 579 3975 L9 52
Vulean n5i 5.5, 257k H.R. MR
5 orurhieller 22 26/50 2.68 . 1 54
Hinna .20 = 300 55 55
Naco o 24 288 3er 20 56 55
Oyen oéh 3018 1079 HoRo NI
6 - Qlds .LS lA-c 59 30 33 52 52
Calgary . 66 27 >4z 51 58
Three Hills . 08 31 2.3 54 Silk

Strathmore B L) 3,76 219 Sl 50
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Ppeciritation and Temperature Datx, Frairie Frovinces 1/
Precipitation NéEH-Temperature
Province and Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m,.
Crop District Station & a.m, since since June 1
June 1 Aprill Aprill 1953 Normal
-~ inches - ~ degrees F, -
ALBERTA (concluded)
6 fleichen W40 2,065 2,65 52 53
Hussar .50 3.89 2,90 ;) e NoRe
7 Sedgewick MR, 25 O3 g/ 1.95 N.R. 52
Hardisty N.R. 2.45 2/ 2,05 MR, N.R.
Coronation ] 203 2307 55 513
Mughenden J8 3. 56 2554 54 55
8 Red Deer .65 3. 33 3.56 52 51
Lacombe il 5 L. 48 2.79 54 513
WHelaskiwin oh3 3.27 2,40 56 53
Camrose .68 2.73 202 56 51
Stettler .20 2.99 3.70 54 52
9 Jasper .60 2.18 B 47 52 52
Rocky Mountain House 1.18 5.28 3.43 52 50
Srringdale > %8 L.26 3. 46 52 50
10 Vegreville ) 212 3,05 55 52
Vermilion .02 2.24 2.63 55 ol
Lloyvdminster <05 28 Sk 2y 155 5) 50
]! Sdmonton .10 3.03 2,02 58 54
12 Edson ihg SAl L., 2.36 51 52
whitecourt e 3.80 3,02 52 52
13 £lk Peint .16 24, 2L 2, 56 Sil;
Lac La Biche A2 1.37 2 » ks 53 52
14 Campsie N.R, 2.69 2/ 2.56 N.R. 52
Athabaska .33 344 2.7 52 52
s High Prairie 02 3.80 2,18 53 50
" Wagner 9255 24,51l 2.08 513 51
16 Beaverlodge Al 2.82 2.25 52 52
Rycroft N.R. 1.9 2/ 1.51 N.R. 52
Grand Yrairie .96 30 3 2:53 54 S5h
Fairview -89 3,98 1.69 5 598
Berwyn .35 2,01 2,20 52 52
Fort St., John .21 2.22 2.3, B 53
ALBRTA AVERAGE .63 3.7 2.75 5% P 53.2

NQRO =
;/ 5

2/ -

e report
Source: leteorological Service of Canada
Incomplete; not incluvded in average
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