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TELEGRAPHIC CROP REPORT PRAIRIE PROVINCES 

This is the second of the 1955  series of thirteen telegraphic 
reports, issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, covering crop conditions 
in the Prairie Provinces. A selected list of crop correspondents chosen from 
the Federal and Provincial Departrrnts of Agriculture, private crop observers and 
grain men supply the information on which these reports are based. The weather 
data included in this release are furnished by the Meteorological Division, 
Departnnt of Transport. 

SU1ARY 

High winds have been beneficial in drying land over wide areas of 
the Prairie Provirxes during the past week, Seeding is well under way in most 
southern and central western parts of Manitoba, in southwestern and west-central 
Saskatchewan, and in the Peace River District and most southern and central 
regions of Alberta. It will be some time, however, before much spring work can 
be accomplished in those areas which are waterlogged and flooded as a result of 
last week's torrential rains, Most seriously affected districts are in east-
central and northeastern Saskatchewan. In much of the latter area seeding may 
not be general before June 1. Seeding will also be abnormally late in the 
Red River Valley and northern areas of Manitoba,over much of the Regina Plains, 
and in western and northeastern parts of Alberta. 

Good progress is now being made with seeding in most southern 
and central western parts of Manitoba. About one-third to one--half of the 
wheat is in the ground in most of these districts with a start made on oats 
and barley. A good weed kill is generally being ob,tained previous to seeding. 
In other parts of the province poor drying weather during the past week has 
permitted little headway on spring operations. The current outlook, however, 
is more promising and seeding should be fairly general within the next few 
days except in low-lying areas and especially in much of the Red River Valley 
where another ten days of favourable weather will be required. Pastures and 
hay crops are promising. Last week-end's frost did little damage. 

Strong winds are slowly drying the fields in many areas in 
Saskatchewan affected by last week's torrential rains. Practically all farms 
on Regina heavy soils and in the area south of the main line of the C.P.R. 
were affected to some extent by flooding0 Excessive rainfall has also been 
particularly damaging to much of northeastern Saskatchewan where, even with 
ideal weather conditions, seeding is not expected to be general before June 1, 
Flooding has been serious along the Qu'Appelle Valley. 

Prepared in the Crops Section, Agriculture Division 

5502508.05 
EDMW!D CLOVTIU, C.M.G, O.A, D.S.P., Queen'5 Pthter and Controller of Stationery. Ottawa, 1954. 
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Seeding is now under way in many districts of the southwestern and westcentra1 
parts of the province where flooding was not so severe as elsewhere. However, 
regardless of how favourable future weather conditions may be, it will likely 
be impossible in many parts of the province to seed as much acreage as was 
intended. 

High winds last week brought rain to some areas of Alberta but 
were generally very beneficial in drying land. Seeding is now q.iite general in 
most southern and central regions of the province, with many other localities 
reporting a start being made. With continued fair weather, operations will 
expand rapidly this week except in western areas as far north as Leduc where 
excessive moisture may delay field work for several more days. Although some 
work has been done in the northeastern part of the province, the land is still 
generally too wet to permit full==scale operations. Full sloughs and flooded 
low areas will he a problem In seeding over much of the province. 

Manitoba 	At Altona, south of Winnipeg, seeding is now in full swing. 
Wild oats and other weeds are growing rapidly and a good kill is 

anticipated when land is prepared for seeding. A reduction in sugar beet 
acreage is anticipated in this district. Pastures and forage crops are in 
excellent condition although frost set back alfalfa to some extent. Nearby at 
Morden about 50 per cent of the wheat is in the ground and about 20 per cent 
of the barley is seeded. Temperatures, as low as 18 degrees over the week-end, 
cut back some grain and wild oat growth. Pastures are growing well but high 
winds have sapped surface moisture and the topsoil is now dry. Farther west 
at Pilot Mound wheat seeding is 40 per cent completed and coarse grains 6 per 
cent. Many farmers are waiting for weed growth before seeding. Weather has 
been cool and very windy and higher temperatures are needed to bring pastures 
and sown grain ahead. Moisture conditions are excellent, 

At Selkirk, northeast of linnipeg, intermittent rain during the 
past week has held seeding operations to a standstill. Practically no cereals 
have been seeded to date. With optimum weather conditions, operations should 
be well uriler way by the end of the week. Ten per cent of the potato crop has 
been planted. Seeding will not be general in the Winnipeg area for a few more 
days. Rain has been falling every second or third day. Pastures are in good 
condition. EIt degrees of frost on May 8 killed radishes and corn, 

Our correspondent at the Experimental Farm at Brandon states 
that the weather has been characterized by cold high winds which have caused 
some soil drifting. Seeding is under way with 10 per cent son and is expected 
to be general by May 12. Wheat acreage is estimated to be dowi by 10 per cent, 
barley up 6 per cent, oats up 3 per cent and flax up 5 per cent. Winter 
survival of fall rye and legumes has been good. 

"eport from Arborg in the Interlake area states that the 
weather continues wet and cold. Seeding has not started and a week of hot, 
dry weather will be needed before spring work can become general. Pastures 
are growing wefl. 

In the west-central part of the province at Neepawa extreme wet 
conditions have delayed spring worc and only a small acreage has been cultivated 
to date. Stinkweed and wild oat growth is showing up in fields. Pasture 
conditions are fair. Farther west at hinnedosa seeding is just becoming general 
with about 10 per cent of the c ro p in the ground. Some LI eld s are still too wet 
to work but high winds are aiding drying. Hay and pasture crops are coming well, 
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At Shoal 1ake spring is very late and no seeding has been done. First work on the 
land commenced this week and under favourable weather conditions seeding should 
be general later this week0 Wild oat growth has been prolific0 

No land work has been done to date in the Dauphin area but if the 
weather renains dry and sunny some seeding will be done this week0 It is not 
expected that seeding will be general until next week, however. Live stock are 
now out on pasture. There is an abundance of surface and subsoil moisture through-
out the district0 In the Swan River area wet, cold weather prevails preventing 
full-scale spring work. A few farmers on lighter soils have seeded some wheat. 
The fall iye crop is coming along quickly but wanner weather is needed. 

Average recipitation fbr the province since April 1 has been 
40 per cent above normal as compared with 21 per cent above normal a week ago and 
25 per cent above normal at the same time a year ago. The mean temperature for 
the week ending May 9 was 1.5 degrees above normal as compared with 9.4 degrees 
above normal last week and in contrast to 9.3 degree8 below normal for the 
corresDoriding week a year ago. 

Saskatchewan No field work of any account is expected to be done for a week or 
more in the Manor district of southeastern Saskatchewan. Moisture 

reserves are the hiest on record and seeded acreage will undoubtedly be reduced. 
Pastures are showing green but growth has been slow because of cool weather. 
Growth of stinkweed has been rank. Live stock are in fair condition. Around 
Yellow Grass seeding will be general by next week if no further rain is received. 
There has been considerable flooding In the area and an increase in acreage 
seeded to coarse grains and flaxseed is expected. Some flooded acreage in the 
district will not be seeded, In the Fillmore district high winds during the 
past week have helped dry waterlogged fields. Some field work has been done 
but seeding will not be general until the week-end at least. Many low-lying 
areas will not likely be seeded, Growth has been retarded by cool weather. 

Cool weather and numerous showers have prevented drying of fields 
in the Indian Head area, High winds up to 50 miles an hour during the past 
three days have been accompanied by low temperatures. No land work was 
accomplished in the district during the past week. With favourable weather, 
work could start by May 16 except in low flooded areas. Pasthres are making 
good growth but are too wet and soft to permit grazing. 

Seeding operations around Gravelbourg in the southwestern part 
of the province have been delayed due to heavy rains and snowstortns. A consider-
able amount of land is under water. Warm, drying weather is needed to permit 
continuance of seeding operations. In the Swift Current district seeding started 
late last week and is expected to be general during the current week. Fall rye 
and grass are making excellent growth0 

Seeding is in full swing around Val Marie, with thousands of acres 
being seeded every day. Wheat seeding is about 60 per cent completed in the 
district but no other grains have been sown yet. Moisture supplies are good and 
the seed bed is in excellent condition. Early=seeded wheat is now coming through 
the ground. Weed growth has been very heavy. Much of the seed grain received 
treatment for wire worms. Moderate winds and dry weather since May 3 have 
permitted seeding to get under way around Eastend where about 30 per cent of 
the wheat is now sowi. Very little coarse grain has been seeded yet. Indications 
are that wheat seeding will be increased by about 10 per cent in those areas 
where moisture reserves are abnormally high. The soil is in good condition. 
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Seeding operations are now general around Leader where about 25 per cent of the 
intended area has been sown0 Both surface and subsoil moisture supplies are 
excellent but more warm weather is required0 

Frequent showers have irevented  the soil drying in the Willowbrook 
district in the east=central part of the province0 Moisture since April 1 has 
been 4.6 inches0 Only two farmers have seeded some wheat on light land in the 
district to date. However, if fine weather is received, field work is expected 
to become general by the end of the week0 

Work on the land is now general around Rosetown in the west 
central part of the province0 Some reduction in wheat acreage is anticipated, 
with a corresponding increase in coarse grains0 Generally clear drying weather 
in the Scott district has permitted field work to get under way this week0 
Seeding has started and will rapidly become general0 Many low spots are flooded0 
Good moisture supplies on higher land will ensure even stands of grain0 

Northeastern Saskatchewan has suffered from very heavy precipita-
tion over the past few weeks0 Flooding of low-lying land is evident everywhere 
Dry, warm weather is urgently needed if seeding is to become general by June 1 
Growth has been very slow and feed is becoming scarce in many districts0 
Around Melfort abnormal moisture during April and the first week in May has 
caused flooding and heavy erosion0 All fields are in a waterlogged condition 
and no land has been worked yet0 Two weeks or more of good drying weather will 
be required before any field work can be done0 The wheat a.rere s likely 
to be severely reduced and the general outlook is very poor. 

Average precipitation for the province since Apnl i nas been 
221 per cent above normal compared with 183 per cent above normal a week agc 
and 8 per cent above normal a year ago0 Mean temperature for the week ending 
May 9  was 20 degrees below normal compared with 0,4 degrees above normal fci-
precedinr week and !-C degrees belcv normal for the corresponding week lat 
ye a 

Alberta. 	;-;d.Ls 	a.:. 
eastern Alberta and is 75 per cent completed in the Burdeti: 

Bow IslarrI and Foremost areas0 Forty per cent of the seeding has been done 
in the area immediately around Medicine Hat. The Cypress Hills area will 
late0 Calving and lambing are progressing favourably although there have 
been a few losses due to snow and rain0 Grass growth ha been cw dne t 
cold, wet weather. Fall grains are in good condition 

The Lethbridge Experimental Station reports that see(urlg is 
general in most of the a rea south of Calgary0 Early$own sugar beets are 
shcwirg above ground at Taber, and canning peas are being seeded on schedu e 
Hay and pasture growth is slow0 At Cardston in the southwest the weather has 
been cool but seeding is general0 Farther north at Clareshoim field operatic 
are getting under way but no grain has been seeded to date0 some fields are 
too wet to work but seeding is expected to be general by May 15 Seedi 
slow in the Vulcan district due to too much moisture. 

Field work and seeding should be general this week in the Fianr-
district of east-.central Alberta0 Warmer weather is needed. Pastures are in 
good condition Our Calgary correspondent reports that showers along the 
F 	 :- 	L -:: i- 	 :• 	 ----------- ----- 	 tL- 
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of the seeding is finished northeast and east of Calgary and it is considered 
that about five good drying days will be required before seeding can become 
general0 Weather has improved in the Olds district and, with continued warm 
weather, seeding will commence about May 16 and should be general by the 20th. 
Little change in wheat acreage from last season is expected but some increase 
in coarse grains is anticipated0 

Seeding is now general in the Sedgewick area of central Alberta 
but warm, dry weather is needed to speed operations0 Pastures are in good 
condition0 Farther south at Donalda most farmers are on the land and some 
were starting to seed wheat on May 10. Although the weather remains unsettled 
and cold, seeding is expected to be general by the end of the week0 

At Eckville in west-central Alberta no field wrk has been done 
as yet but it should start in three or four days and could become general in 
a weeks S time, providing weather conditions improve0 Live stock wintered well 
but feed supplies are getting low0 It will be at least another two weeks 
before low-lying fields can be worked. 

No seeding has been accomplished as yet in the Vermilion area 
of northeast-central Alberta0 The weather has been wet and cold and grass is 
very slow in starting0 Seeding is expected to be general in the districts 
surrounding Edmonton by May 17 or 18. Some field work has already begun on 
hiier land. 

In the Bonriyville area of northeastern Alberta strong cool 
winds have resulted in rapid drying of higher lands but have delayed growth 
of grasses0 Some field work should be started by this weekend and seeding 
should get under way next week0 North of Edmonton at Athabasca recent snow 
storms and cool showery weather are holding back spring operations0 
Practically no grain has been seeded as yet and field work is not likely tobe 
general until May 14.  Forage crops show little evidence of winterkilling. 
Some farmers may switch from wheat to coarse grains due to the late spring. 

The Dominion Experinental Station at Beaverlodge in the 
Peace River District reports that further unsettled weather has delayed field 
work although moisture conditions have improved. Surface moisture is now 
rated as mostly good, with subsoil moistore fair. Seeding was general by 
May 10. 

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 
72 per cent above normal as compared with 98 per cent above normal a week ago 
and in contrast to 1 per cent below normal a year ago. Mean temperature for 
the week ending May 9 was 2.1 degrees below normal as compared with 506 
degrees below normal a week ago and 0,6 degrees below normal for the 
corresponding week a year ago. 
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Precipitation and Temperature Data, Prairie Provinces!! 

Precipitation Mean Temperature 
Province and Jeek ending 8 a,m. 
rop District Station Week ending Total Norrrl 

8 ari since since Y 9 

Play 9, 1955 Aprill April 1 1955 Nor1 

- inches - - degrees F - 
WNITOBA 

1 lierson 1,47 294 1.81 50 48 
Melita 2.13 3,74 1.71 50 48 
iiaskada .25 1.19 1.32 49 48 
Deloraine N.R. 1.25W 1.66 N.R. 48 

2 Boissevain 932 1.34 1.98 49 48 
Deerwood 1Q31 23 1.61 49 48 
Ninette .39 176 1.99 51 4? 

3 Portage is Prairie .71 1.64 1.72 51 48 
Graysville 37 1.00 1.28 50 47 
Morden .26 1.19 1.71 52 48 
Altona .26 1,75 1.69 51 48 
Morris .50 2,08 1.53 52 48 
Roland .50 1.50 1Q48 51 48 
Emers .38 1.72 52 49 

4 Winnipeg .73 1.72 1.81 51 49 
6 Vita .44 2.30 1.62 51 47 

Sprague 055 2.30 1.72 48 46 
Seven Sisters Falls .31 LOl 1.13 49 46 

7 Vlrden .69 2.12 1.06 48 47 
Rivers 1.09 2.55 1.55 48 48 

8 Brandon .73 2.29 1.55 49 49 
Cypress River .28 1.08 1.42 48 47 

9 Neepawa .50 2,11 1.55 48 48 
Plunias 033 1.25 1.59 46 48 

10 Rusei1 .90 3,07 1Q28 44 46 
St. Lazare N.R. 1,48/ 1,34 N.R. 45 
Birtle .90 2.67 1.34 46 45 

11 Dauphin 198 3,43 .91 45 46 
12 Glinli .62 1,62 1052 49 45 
13 Swan River .73 2.18 1.08 43 43 

The las 1.71 4.29 ,96 40 44 
NNIT CB 	AVLY 	E .70 2,07 1.48  48 • 6 47.1 

&tSATCHAN 

l.A Estevan .32 2,36 1.32 49 47 
Carlyle 2.05 3033 1083 44 46 
Oxbow .37 1,16 1.62 47 46 
Wilimar 1.17 2,61 1,60 N.R. N.R. 

lB Broadview 2,28 3,85 1,35 44 47 
Moosomin 1.80 4Q27 1.06 44 47 

2A Yellow GThSS 1.15 3.48 1,36 45 46 
Greelman 1,93 4.07 1,17 45 46 
deybum 164 3:31 1.52 N.R. 47 
Midale 1.36 3.10 1,65 47 46 

2B Moose Jaw 1,58 3.93 1,12 45 49 
Regina 1.61 40172/ 1,15 44 47 
flowatt N.R. 2.4'' 1.14 N.R. 47 
Francis 1,14 3.822 .82 42 46 
Qu'Appelle 1.94 1,9 1.59 43 47 
Indian Head 1,91 3,92 1.29 43 47 
Wilcox - 1,73 4003 1,24 44 46 
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Teme.ratue Data, Prairie Irovi-lu call 

}reciçittion 
week ending 	Total 	Norrti1 

8 a.rn. 	since 	since 
May 9, 1955 	Airil 1 	niril 1 

T.. 
week ending 

1955 

8 a.rn. 

Normal 

SASXATCHEAN (Contthued) . 	

- inches 	- - derccs I - 

3A3 Asslnibola 2.67 4.71 1.07 46 47 
0rr.iiston 1.44 3.71 1.16 44 47 
Readlyn 2.25 4.97 1.07 45 47 
Minton 1.2.1 3.82 1,71 46 47 
Ceylon 1.63 4.41 2.08 45 47 
Chailirl 2.15 4,33 1.41 44 48 
ravelbourt 2.63 4.75 1.04 44 46 

Coderre 2.06 4.06 1.04 44 47 
3BS Shaunavori .71 2.95 1.16 45 45 

Cadillac 1.37 4.00 1,61 46 45 
aneroid 2.01 46E 1.20 47 46 
Instow 1.32 3.64 1.04 44 47 

3BN }ennant . 	 . 	 94' 3.16 1.57 45 48 
Swift Current 1.69 3.89 1.19 43 49 
Iiuhton .66 3.62 7,63 45 46 

4A 11aple ('cc . 	 .45 3.69 1.22 47 48 
Corui .15 2.05 1.34 44 46 

4B Roadene " 	 .41 3.16...... 1.04 • 46 46 
Leross 2,51 6.06 1,30. 41 45 
Yorkton . 	 1,54 4.15 	.... 107' 42 46 
Bungor 1.61 3.60 1.21 44 46 

5B Dfoe 1.61 6,08 .69 44 42 
Liritlaw N.R. 2.42/ 1,25 N.R. 43 
amsack .61 1.68 .97 44 43 

Buchanan 1.40 4.03 110 43 43 
e1ly N, R i.i /  1.03 TTR, 43 

• Davidson 	. . 	 165 ,  4.44 1.03 44 47 
DiUce 1.98 4.44 107 N.R. 
IL1perl1 2.38 5.06 .98 43 46 
Sexians 1.80 4.65 .25 43 45 
Strasbourg 2.21 5.3? 1.04 44 46 
Watrous • 	 2.66 6.34 .93 44 47 

6B Harris .49 3.14 .93 42 46 
Outlook 1.00 3.49 .60 46 47 
Saskatoon 1.15 4.39 .96 45 47 
Elbow 2.06 4.54 .62 N.R. 48 
Tuake 3.33 5.93 .79 44 47 
Dundurn 1.69 5.10 1.14 43 45 
Roshern 1.08 4.47 1.25 44 47 

7A Eston .06 2.10 1.12 4? 45 
Kindersley 08 1.73 1.02 45 46 
Re 	own .05 2.55 1.33 42 45 
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1r .pittion and Tenperature Data, Prairie irovinces 1  

-- 	 Preciittion 	 Mean Teijcrature 

	

Week ending Total 	Nornal 	Week ending 8 a.n. Province and 	 8 	since 	since 	-1L2y 
ro District 	3tatian 	

My 9, 1955 	April 1 Ji:ril  1 	1955 	Noi1 

	

- inches - 	 - decrees F - 
SASATGIiA (Continued.) 

7B Mncklin .11 2.73 2.00 45 44 
Scott .20 3.64 1,27 44 46 
Biggar .40 2.91 .87 45 46 
Ruthilda .19 2.48 1.06 N.H. 

8J Hudson Bay 1.07 3.06 1.16 42 45 
Porcupine Ilain 1.85 5.26 1.12 39 45 
Cudworth N.R. N.H. 1.25 N.R. 47 
Humboldt .98 3.78 .95 43 46 
Melfort 1.72 5.99 1.10 45 46 

9A North Battleford .40 3.28 	/ .90 46 50 
Rabbit Lake N.H. 1.03 N.H. 46 
Leusk 1.00 5.61 1,18 43 48 
Prince Albert .92 3.75 1.22 44 47 
Island Falls .85 2.23 1.13 39 41 

9B k4aseca .06 3,87 1.21 45 46 

SASiATC1AN AVERAGE 1.35 3.88 1.21 44.2 46.2 

MBEi'r 

1 	 Taber .66 2,44 1.50 48 48 
Forerost .73 2.64 2.40 46 52 
Winnifred .98 3.59 1.75 N.R. N.R. 
Medicine Hz: .59 2.29 1.07 48 51 
Manyberries N.H. 4.24.' 1.54 N.H. 50 

2 	Gowley .26 .91 2.00 43 48 
Macleod .58 2.26 1.09 45 49 
Cardston .43 1.69 2.12 42 48 
Letbbrldge .57 2.94 1.49 46 49 
Del Bonita .59 3.23 1.86 41 49 
Magrath 1.11 2.49 2.14 47 49 

3 	 Vacha11 .54 2.22 1.24 47 49 
Hays .44 2.00 ille 47 49 
Brook3 .21 1.49 1.37 46 50 
Bindloss N.H. 1.47./ 1.39 N.H. 51 
Exapreos .02 1.64 1.32 46 50 

4 	 High River ..27 2.27 2.10 41 46 
Vulcan .45 2.72 1.58 45 49 

5 	 Drurihellei .07 .83 1.27 N.H. 47 
Hanna .13 2.00 1.62 46 49 
Naco .13 1.60 1.72 44 48 
Cyen .09 1.62 1.06 N.H. N.H. 

6 
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Precipitation and Temperature )ata, Prairie Frovinces/ 

Irovince and 
Crop 1)lgtrict 

Precipitation 	 Mean Temperature 

Week endin Total 	Nornal 	cek ending 8 a.m. 
Station 	 8 a.ri. 	since 	since 

May 9, 1955 April 1 Arril  1 	1955 	Normal 

- inches 	 - der€es F - 

ALBI?TA (Contiriied) 

6 Olas .22 2,37 1.78 44 46 
Calgary .19 2.69 1.37 43 47 
Three Hills .38 2,43 .94 44 46 
Strathrnore N.H. 2,3Q 1.30 N.H. 45 
Gleichen 2C 2.39 1.29 46 47 
Hussar .34 2.05 1,65 N.H. N.H. 
Trochu .40 2.04 1.11 43 46 

7 Alliance .59 3.29 1 	20 45 47 
Ikrdisty .26 2.59 .93 N.H. N.H. 
Coronation .36 2.97 1.49 45 47 
Hughenden .90 4.91 1.46 48 47 

8 Red Deer .34 2.24 1.63 44 45 
Lacor.ibo .05 2.70 1.29 44 47 
.eteskiwin .12 2.98 1.10 45 46 
Camrose NIL 1.97 1.65 47 45 
Stettler .20 2.06 2.11 N.R. 46 

9 Rocky Mountain house .10 2.90 2.04 45 44 
Srrindale .24 .24/ 1,78 43 44 

10 Verevi11e .02 1,17 1,49 43 46 
Vermilion .16 2.81 1,16 47 45 
Lloydniinster .40 5,51 .92 44 44 

11 Edmonti .03 3.55 1,25 47 48 
12 Edson .12 1.30 1.17 42 46 

.'thitecourt .04 2.232 .95J 
1.53 42 45 

SanudO .10 1.21 46 45 
13 Elk Point .09 3.28 1.09 44 45 

Lac la Biche .02 2.87 1.36 46 46 
14 Campsie N.H. 2.11-v 1.02 N.H. 46 

Athabaska .26 2,05 1,05 46 45 
15 High Prairie .30 1.88 .90 45 45 

Wagner .29 2.08 1.20 44 45 
16 Beaverlodge .33 1.06 .88 44 46 

Grande Prairie .32 1.36 1.14 45 47 
Fairview .28 2.17 .67 44 46 
Berwyn N.E. N.H. 1.08 N.R. 46 
Fort St. John .29 3.85 .99 44 47 

ALBERTA AVERAGE 	 .32 	2.41 	1.40 	44.9 	47.0 

N.H. 	- 	No report. 
- 	Source: Meteorological Service of Canade. 
- 	Thcop1ete; not included In average. 
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