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TELZGRAFHIC CROF REFORT - PRAIRIE FPROVINCES

This is the seventh of the 1955 series of thirteen telegraphic reports,
issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, covering crop conditions in the
Prairie Provinces, A selected 1list of crop correspondents chosen from the
Federal and Frovincial Departments of Agriculture, private crop observers and
grain men supply the information on which these reports are based. The weather
data included in this release are furnished by the Meteorological Division,
Department of Transport.

SUMMARY

With few exceptions, crop conditions in the Frairie Frovinces have shown
considerable improvement during the past week., Rains have improved the situation
over wide areas and with the major exception of the Feace River District moisture
supplies are row generally adejuate. iHarly-sown spring crops are heading and fall
grains are starting to fill. Late-seeded crops are also generally making good
progress although warmer weather is required to ensure rapid development. Haying
is under way and a good yield is being obtained in most areas.

Crops are making excellent progress in Manitoba under nearly ideal
conditions. karly-sown wheat and barley are heading and stands are generally heavy.
Late-seeded barley and flax are showing promising growth. Moisture is generally
ample although the extreme southwest will need rain soon. Some flooding has
occurred in the Winnipeg-.merson area following the heavy rain of last Thursday.

Leaf rust is prevalent but not unduly alarming yet and only a trace of stem rust

has appeared. Hail damage to date has been slight. Aphids on grain are fairly
general across southern Manitoba. Chemical treatment for weeds is well advanced

in all parts of the province. Farmers have started to harvest an excellent hay crop.

Recent rains have considerably improved crop conditions in Saskatchewan,
particularly in western and northern sectiuns of the province. Growth is now
generally satisfactory although late-sown crops in the Regina and east-central
districis need warmer weaiher to promote more rapid development. Larly-sown wheat
in extreme southern regions is now in head and fall rye is filling well. Pastures
are in generally excellent condition and haying is now under way in most districts.
Scattered hail storms occurred at many points in southern Saskatchewan on June 29
and 30, and on July l,but the over-all damage does not appear to have been heavy.

Hecent rains have also improved the crop outlook greatly in Alberta.
Arvart from the Feace River area where rain is urgently needed, moisture supplies are
now generally good. The main requirement now in most areas is warmer weather to
stimulate growth. In southern districts fall-sown crops are heading and spring crops,
though late, are making rapid progress. Crop conditions have improved greatly over
the large central area of the province and crops are making rapid growth, Very little
damage has occurred from any saurce to date,

trepared in the Crops Section, Agriculture Division
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Manitoba Qur correspondent from altona in southeastern Manitoba reports
that the aphid population is building up thrcughout the district
and is particularly heavy on late-sown crops of cereals and peas. neivy hay

harvest is in full swing and weed spraying orerations are three-quariers completed.
Beet thinning is half finished. OSunilowers are doing well., The flax crop is good
and rape and soybeans are fair but weedy, Around Morden the weather continues hot
and dry and the crop is suffering from the continued long dry spell. Late-seeded
crops require moisture immediately while early-seeded crops need moisture for filling.
wheat and barley are starting to head. Haying is well advanced. Pastures are fair
but drying while corn and sunflowers are making good progress. At Filot Mound crops
remain in excellent condition but rains will soon be needed to sustain the heavy
growth. About 5 jer cent of the wheat is headed., Haying is under way with good
yields in prospect.

North of wWinnipeg at Selkirk early wheat is now headed and late
crops are showing three to six inches avtove ground, Some cutworm damage has occurred
in late-seeded barley and infestations of flea beetles, leaf hoppers and potato
beetles are very heavy. Application of 2-4-D for weeds has nearly been completed
and summerfallow work is progressing favouravly. Haying operations are in full
swing. In the Portage la I'rairie district early-sown wheat is also heading and crops
are making rapid growth as a result of warm weather. ‘he rye crop is good and
starting to ripen. Hay and pasture crops are excellent and peas are very good.

Beet thinning has not been completed and haying has just started. Farmers seeded
buckwheat, flax and millet up to the end of June in this district. An infestation
of aphids has been reported on barley and peas.

The Experimental Farm at Brandon rerorts that scattered thunder-
storms occurred during the past week with heavy localized rainfall and some severe
hail damage in the vicinity of Llgin and Forrest. There has been a spasmodic outbreak
of grain aphids throughout the district. Spraying for weeds still continues and the
weather has been good for haying. Early grain is heading and there has been little
sign of cereal rust to date,

In the Interlake area at Teulon fine weather conditions have
advanced crops satisfactorily although some late-seeded grains are suffering from
drought. Weeds are quite a rroblem and conditions for spraying have been poor,
Summerfallowing is proceeding rapidly. Last of Teulon about 500 to 1,000 acres
have been destroyed by cutworms. Ain excellent crop of tame hay has been cut under
ideal weather conditions. At Arborg summerfallow cultivation has started but the
land is weedy and wet. ueed spraying for early-seeded grain has started but late-
seeded grain is barely above ground. Haying conditions are ideal. The grain crops
are uneven and retarded in places vut odd fields are in the shot blade stage.

In west-central Manitoba at Neepawa early crops are progressing
well with 50 per cent of the wheat headed. C(oarse grains are also satisfactory.
Late crops in low-lying areas are only fair. Hay and pastures are excellent.

At Dauphin early-sown crops are heading and are showing an average
stand. Late-sown barley is patchy and yellow due to heavy mid-June rains. weed
spraying is almost completed with good kills reported. Haying operations are in full
swing and a heavy yield of excellent quality is being obtained. OSummerfallows are
in fair condition. Continued dry weather will improve most crops in this district.
At owan Hiver a general rain over the weekend was most welcome. Fall rye is filling
nicely and wheat is heading. Haying is in full swing with grass and legume stands
medium to heavy, Chemical field weed spraying is still in progress with poor control
being obtained on hemp nettle.
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The Entomological Laboratory at Brandon reports that the arhid
or greenbug is commencing to ajppear, particularly on barley throughout southern
Manitoba. Some grasshoppers are present, chiefly in pasture fields in the districts
from Lavenham to Gladstone and Neepawa.

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been
22 per cent above normal as compared with 26 per cent above normal a week ago and
51 per cent acove normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week ending July &4
was L.5 degrees apove normal compared with U.6 degrees below normal a week ago and
2,1 degrees above normal for the week ending June 28, 1954,

sSaskat chewan Crops are making good progress around Service in the southeastern

part of the province where timely rains have maintained moisture
supplies at a high level, Hail on July 1 caused some damage, particularly to fall
rye which is heading. J5ome summerfallows in the disirict have not yet been worked
because of excess moisiure conditions. Wet weather has also delayed haying. In the
Yellow Grass area early-sown crops are now in the shot blade., Weed infestation has
been heavy but most crops have been sprayed. There has been some hail damage but
the general crop outlook is good. Timely showers last week have also maintained good
crop prospects in the Fillmore district where first-sown crops are now in the shot
blade stage. Fall rye is in blossom and the stand is good. First operations on
summerfallows have been completed. There is a heavy stand of field hay but slough
hay is still under water. Heavy rains last weck have prevented work on the land in
the Indian Head district and there has »e2n some minor flooding of seeded crops.,
Larly crops are in the shol blace and | ..king excellent growth. Opraying operations
have been delayed because of wet fields. No rust is apparent on grain crops to date.
Haying operations are just getting under way.

Crop conditions in the Gravelbourg district in the southwestern
part of the province are reported as good. Recent showers have increased the
moisture supply and softened the surface soil. Harly-seeded grain is now heading and,
barring excessive heat in July, the outlook is excellent. Some scattered hail storms
occurred in the latter part of June but there have been no indications of rust.

Crops are also making good growth around Swift Current where 1 inch of rain fell over
the weekend. However, additional rain is required to maintain heavy growth. Winter
wheat and barley are now heading and early-sown spring wheat is in the shot blade.
Haying operations are under way. Fastures are still green but require additional
moisture. Livestock are in excellent condition.

Crops on stubble in the Val Marie district have shown deterioration
but those on summerfallow are maintaining fairly good growth. One and three-quarter
inches of rain received on July 5 will be very beneficial. wheat is about 16 inches
high, with some fields heading out. Uats and barley are late and flaxseed is poor.
Only about half the flaxseed appears to hzve germinated because of drought. In the
Eastend district warm weather and good rains have brought on a rapid growth of all
srains. worm-damaged crops are making good recovery and very little had to be
reseeded. Pastures are good and hay crops heavy. C(onsiderable weed spraying has
been done. Recent heavy rains around Leader have also maintained excellent growing
conditions. rarly-seeded wheat and barley are now heading and fall rye is maturing
rapidly.

Crops are advancing raypidly around Togo in the east-central part
of the province where recent rains have been very beneficial. About 75 per cent of
the wheat is now headed and early-sown barley 1s beginning to head. There have been
no signs of rust to date. Haying is general with yields variable and averaging about
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threc -quarters of a ton per acre. A gocu grain crop should materialize providing
regular rains are received. Frospects are also very good around Willowbrook where
some grain is beginning to head. Recent rains have helped gardens anu 211 field
crops. Haying has started.

Rains around Drake in the central part of the province have
delayed haying operations. Crop progress has been favourable but warmer weather is
required to promote more rapid development. Flastures and livestock are in good
condition. iRecent rains, ranging from one to three and one-half inches, have revived
grain crops suffering from drought in west-central Saskatchewan., Heading of grain is
rapidly becoming general in this region. Flax looks exceptionally well.

Scattered thundershowers have occurred during the last week in the
Melfort district in the northeastern part of the province but rain is still needed in
certain areas. All crops are making rapid growth with some of the first-secded wheat
in the shot blade. Haying operations are now under way with yields generally good.
wWeed spraying is well advanced. Erarly-seeded crops in the Tisdale-Nipawin district
average 6 inches in height. Late crops are patchy and badly in need of rain. Hay has
made good growth and sweet clover is in bloom, with an average height of 20 inches.,
Gardens are late but growth is rapid. Two inches of rain were received around Meota
in the northwestern part of the province during the past week and there has been a
noticeable improvement in all crops in the area.

Many scattered hail storms were reported over the southern part
of the province on June 29 and 30 and July 1. JSome of the points affected were
Lafleche, Swift Current, Webb, Dinsmore, Perdue, 3haunavon, ledvers, Manor, Carlyle,
Yellow Grass, Indian Head, Gravelbourg, Colgate and knox. Damage has, in most cases,
ranged from light to medium, with 10 to 50 per cent loss claimed.

Average preciritation for the province since April 1 has been
25 per cent above normzl compared with 20 per cent above normal a week ago and 27 per
cent above normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week ending July 4 was U.lL degrees
below normal compared with 0.8 degrees above normal for the preceding week and 0.9
degrecs above normal for the week ending June 28, 1954.

Alberta In the southeast part of the province ai Manyberries recent rains
have aided growth of all crops. wheat is up 8 inches in height and stooling while
coarse grains are © inches high. The fall rye crop looks good. At Medicine Hat rains
in the last few days have also improved crop conditions. wheat is heading and rye is
beginning to fill,

The Experimental Farmm at Lethbridge reports that all crops are
making satisfactory growth. Rains were general south of Calgary, with about two inches
received at Lethbridge during the yast week. Durum wheat is about 7 inches in hzight.
The mustard crop is promising and starting to tloom while canning pea harvesting has
started. At Cardston crops are progressing very favourably with ample moisture.

Fall grains are doing well and spring grains look good but are late. In the Claresholm
district fall wheat and rye are heading and spring wheat is 6 inches in height. Hay
and pastures are excellent. Moisture is in abundant supply and conditions are good

but the season is three weeks later than average.

In the Brooks area most crops are looking well but late. Flax is
in bloom and wheat is in the shot blade stage. UB-neficial showers were received in
all parts of the district since last Firday. Some hail damage occurred in spots.
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around Vulean crops are rather weedy but otherwise thriving. A good supply of moisture
was recelved over the weekend and now good growing weather is needed to ensure an
early-maturing crop as seeding was very late this spring.

East of Calgary at liamna a gencral rain was received over the
entire district and moislure suprlies arce goods Crops are now responding to improved
conditions, . general rain was also received at Calgary and has already greatly
improved crops. ‘he average height of wheut is & inches, oats 6, barley 8, and flax 2.
Jome early-sown wheat and barley is starting to head. There has been no damage to
crops to date and general conditions are very good. Qur corresjondent at 0lds states
that two inches of rain were received since the last reporl and prospects look the
best in years. C(rop growth is rajid and no damage has occurred Lo date,

{oisture condilions are now excellent in the Sedgewick-Uonalda
districts. at Sedgewick all crops are looking much vetter and pastures are good,
Jome damage to crops from burning had occurred at Donalda during the hot, dry spell
but it was not excessive. The present crop outlook is very good in this district,
Hay crops were hurt somewhat by the hot weather but the average yield will only be
slightly below normal,

Heavy rains were received at Red Deer over the weekend and have
mude growing conditions for crops excellent. No damage has occurred from hail so far,
some hay has been cut in this distri:zt. At Lacombe two inches of rain were received
in the past week and a rapid growth of grain and forage crops continues. Larly-seeded
grain is coming into the shot blade, with some barley heading. Crops are also looking
very good in the lickville area, Tood rains were received in ihis district over the
weekend. Larly-sown barley is siarting to head., Pastures and gardens are looking
well. weed spraying has been complcted and summerfallow is in good condition. warm,
dry weather is now needed to continue the rapid growth,

Arownd Ldmonton and vieinity crop conditions are very good. One
inch of rain was received over last weckend. North of Ldmonton at Collington all crops
are doing well. Lnough rain has been received in this district to proauce a goud crop.
last of Ldmonton at Lvansburg, however, more moisture is urgently necded. Some
early-seeded crops are heading prematurely and late-seeded crops are doing poorly.
Forage crops are also in need of rain. itain is also urgently required in all districts
of the teace iiiver area., wheat and barley are heading short and stands are mostly thin,
Hay crops are light and fescue seed crops mostly fair, A light frost was rejorted in
low areas on June 29,

The Lntomological Laboratory at Lethbridge reports that the
grasshopper situation is unchianged, Foisoning is restricted to farms in the Foremost,
Sow Island and Winnifred districts. The sawfly flight is continuing and late-seeded
fields are now becoming infested.

Average precipital ion for the province since Arril 1 has been
10 per cent above normal as compared with 2 per cent below normal a week ago and
19 per cent above normal a year ago. Mean temperature for the week ending July / was
4.0 degrees below normal as compared wilh 3:4 degrees above normal a weex ago and

0.6 degrees above normal for the week ending June 28, 1954.
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Jrecipitation and Temperature Mats, trairie ]rovincesl/

Frecipitation

hMean Temmrature

lrovince .nd Week ending  Total Norml Week ending 8 a.m.
Crep Dotriet  Gtstion & Sy since since - July 4
July 4 April 1 L b 1 258 Normsl
=1 - inches - - dugreas Fe
IANITC DA
it Iierson 201 621 tho G'7 66 64
Melita S £.a80_ 7 75 68 65
waskadn N.it 1 6.76 N.R. €4
Deloraine 46 IR S Sl 6.42 66 64
2 Boissevain S L VD 6.10 67 (5t
Decruood G4 FuD7 6.52 71 65
Ninette 165 BeRd B .70 66 S
3 Fortage la Prairie W78 7+88 6,22 70 6k
Graysville Truce 6.9 6.86 69 65
Moiden D& 7.0 6,68 e 65
iltcna sl 6.60 6352 2 66
Morris 1,50 .57 6.24 70 66
foland 23 6,18 LT 70 66
Lnerson 1.66 .20 5276 71 66
4 Winnipeg R Bl 6.92 72 66
6 Vita 23 Bl 6.54 71 65
Sprague 53 9.41 6.85 70 64
5¢ven Sisters Falls 91 7.30 4.90 72 64
7 Virden B ©.09 556 67 53
kivers 08 7.04 & sl 68 63
e Brandon s 0D §.78 6.29 65 €3
Cypress niver 56 7.04 6. 14 69 65
2 Necpavia .84 £.00, Erd-9 68 %)
Flumas N.R 8,70/ 6.24 N.R. 63
10 Russell w10 6.1%, DIASE 65 62
5t. Lazare N.R. 1.46= 5.98 N.R. 62
Birtle w37 9.00 5.98 66 62
1€ Dauphin D 9,09 5312 67 63
12 Gimli 14D 7.54 6.85 %2 - 64
a1 Swan liver =35 LI 6,00 66 61
The las Fedil 7.87 4,51 65 63
PANITCB, AVERAGE ES 7400 G ] 6E.L 64,
S ol e AN
LA ¥wtcvai 44 .08 6423 66 E4
Curlyie .80 9.07,_ 6.42 65 €2
O%hov N.R 2,99= 6.24 N.R 64
Jillaay 12 6.61 Dl N 2 N.R.
1B Brouivisw ok £.87 91449 63 62
Mcosoriin AY £.91 589 b4 &3
Yellow Crass bl el 5.98 6% R
STeel aan l.an Vet Dahe 64 63
~eyburn 5 el GrgEin G5 €4
lfidxie s 5,67 B A &r 0




-7 =

Frecipitation and Tenperature Data, Irairie }rovinces;/

Frecipitation Mean Temperatuic
Irovince and Week ending Total Nornal Week ending 8 a.m.
Crop District Statien 8 a.n. since gsince July 4
July 4 April v April 1 1955 Normal
- inches - - degrees F. -
SASKATCHE: AN (continued)
2B Moose Jaw .67 6.86 6.04 64 64
Regina .82 7.88 5.92 64 63
Rowatt .48 6.55 5.84 N.R. 63
Francis .41 '7.,132 S, 181 63 62
QutAppelle N.R. 6067—/ 7.04 N.R. 64
Indian Bead 1.96 9.30 6.86 63 62
Wilcox .78 6.59 5.94 63 63
3AS Assinibois .10 6.35 Sl 63 65
Orniston .29 LSS 5.45 63 65
Readlyn 013 8.22 5.21 62 65
Minton .28 5.62 6.85 62 64
Ceylon 043 5.84 7.44 64 64
3AN Chaplin 1.16 6.45 6.38 65 64
Gravelbourg .91 7.45 5.60 61 63
Coderre .60 6.79 5.49 61 63
3BS Shaunavon 1.48 6.34 5.02 58 63
Cadillac .99 6.20 750 59 63
Aneroid 1.23 7,05 6.30 60 62
Instow 1.79 7.89 9.3 58 6'3
3EN Fennant 1.98 7.66%  6.62 60 63
Swift Current 91 7.09 5.96 59 63
Hughton 1.79 67D 5106 59 62
44 Maple Creek .39 '7.;112 5 4% 58 63
Consul N.R. 4028—/ 5,06 N.R, 61
4B Roadene .85 6.59 157 59 61
SA Leross 1.13 11.53 6.08 62 60
Yorkton .16 6123 5162 64 62
Bangor .90 7.0 5.54 64 62
5B Dafoe 1,06 8.66 B3 63 60
Lintlaw .65 6.20 9.63 61 60
Kamsack 1. 183 51,59 4,88 64 62
Buchanan .60 6,91 5.64 64 62
Felly «56 4,92 5,62 61 62
6A Davidson W79 7SR, 4,94 61 63
Dilke .45 6.50 5B N.R. N.R.
Imperial .66 6.41 5.09 64 62
Senans 1.0C 6.72 3,85 62 60
Strasbourg .65 6,77 5.66 62 62
Watrous Il 8.95 4.39 62 62
6B Harris il 39 6.68 51229 6C 62
Qutlook .71 6.47 3.80 62 63
Saskatoon 123 6,38 , 4,94 63 62
Elbow N.R. 7,952/  5.03 N.R. 63
Tugaske 1.20 £.88 5.02 61 62
Dundurn i +28 7.4 6,05 61 62
Rosthern 136 6.18 508 62 62
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Frecipitation and Temperature Data, Prairie Provincesl/

Precipitation Mean Temperature
¥rovince and Week ending Total Normal Vit endiig e
Crop District Station 8.a.m, since since July 4
July 4 April 1 “Aprily 1 1955 Normal
-~ inches = - degrees F. -
SASKATCHEJAN (continued)
7A Eston 2.79 6.64 4,77 63 61
Kindersley 2.68 6.56 4,49 60 60
Rosetown 1.08 SRRE 5:52 58 61
7B Macklin 1.86 5.50 5.63 N.R. 59
Scott 3.45 8.44 4.85 59 61
Biggar 1.39 6.69 5 .42 61 62
Ruthilda 1475 5.54 5.45 N.R. N.R.
EA Hudson Bay oAl 6,53 5.52 65 62
Yorcupine Plain .87 7.40 5.41 61 62
8B Humboldt 1.46 6.3l 4.66 63 61
Melfort 079 7.67 5,08 62 61
9A North Battleford 1.63 552 5,37 60 63
labbit Lake 2,37 6,95 5 a8 60 61
Leask 1.49 8,67 5.16 62 63
Frince Albert 94 5,60 S o8 64 63
Island Falls 3,65 7.68 5.27 63 62
9B Waseca 1 365 6,09 BlaSE 59 60
SASKATCHEWAN AVERAGE 1.07 6,98 )31 6159 62,3
ALBERTA
it Taber 1.14 7.84 5.07 58 64
Foremost .76 6 .86 7.08 56 67
Winnifred .28 8.06%  4.83 N.R. N.R.
Medicine Hat 063 7,30 5.04 59 65
Manyberries 43 9,02 5.24 61 66
a Cowley 43 4,79 6.86 58 59
Fort Macleod 1. o 21 7.96 5,68 57 64
Cardston 1.43 9,35 8,97 53 63
Lethbridge 2415 10.21 6.00 56 63
Del Bonita 1.39 1C.09 6.59 Sl 65
Magrath .99 8l 7, AL 56 63
3 Vauxhall .88 Sr6il! 4,65 58 65
Hays «33 5.79 4.56 59 65
Brooks DO (5)c(0; 2} 4,76 58 66
Bindloss 1,35 7.67 4.89 59 65
Empress 1.29 5.22 5,41 61 66
4 High River dseil @ 6,89 7.40 56 59
Vulcan 1.61 8.91 6.14 55 62
) Drumhel ler 063 3,04 6,12 59 65
Hanna o 2k 6.74 6.54 59 64
Naco N.R. 3,192 .75 N.R. 63
Oyen .68 4,51 4,352 N.R. N.R.
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trecipitation and Temperature Data, Frairie Frovincesd/

Procipitation Ny o
rovince and Weeg :niing zizzi zizgil July 4
rop District Station Tuly 4 ) April 1 1955 Normal
- inches = - degrees F. -
ALBERTA (continued)
6 Olds 3,36 8495 6.27 56 59
Calgary 1.44 7.09 6.60 56 60
Three Hills 1.66 5.90 5.7% 56 59
Strathmore 2.45 6.00 6.07 55 60
Gleichen 1.25 6.39 5..80 56 60
Hussar N.R. 4.55% 5,56 N.R. N.R.
Trochu 1,38 4,68 6.05 56 59
7 Alliance 1.94 7.26 5.03 58 61
Hardisty 2.16 4.96 B2l N.R, N.R.
Coronation D3 4,87 4.86 58 61
Hughenden 187 748 5.28 59 64
8 Red Deer 1.82 6.71 7.68 Bi7 58
Laconbe 1.61 9.22 6455 59 59
wetaskiwin 1.78 7.28 5.99 58 59
Camrose 2Roll 588, . 5.80 58 60
Stettler N.R. 4.852/ 6.70 N.R. 59
9 Rocky Mountain House - 36 6.91 6,96 56 57
Springdale D 3432 7.42 89 58
10 Vegreville 1.25 4,24 6.56 56 58
Vermilion 1.45 4.66 599 58 59
Lloydninster 2.58 8,27 4.8]1 62 59
11 Edmont on 1.20 6.45 6 .03 59 60
2 Edson 15628 5.82 5,68 56 57
Whitecourt o 5.99 5.94 59 59
Sangudo N.R, 1.758  6.76 N.R. 59
13 Elk Yoint 2.09 6.46 ) & oA 58 59
lac la Biche 2.43 7,35 5.52 60 59
14 Campsie .28 Bl.05 6.03 Bi7 59
Athabaska 1,35 6.92 5.35 58 59
15 High Prairie 097 6.16 5)OtA (1 55 59
Wagner s 4 .54 5.44 55 59
16 Beaverlodge 32 3,82 4.48 56 58
Grande Frairie 028 4.06 5o B2 56 58
Fairview .49 4,06 4.11 g7 58
Fort St. John .78 5.90 5,39 517 60
ALBERTA AVERAGE 1.19 6.42 583 57.0 61.0
N.R, - No report.
b - Source: Meteorological Service of Canada.,

2/ - Incomplete; not included in average.
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