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1950 

AUJST ESTIMATE OF PRODUCTION OF PRmCAL FIE1D CROPS - CANADA, 1950 

Ottawa, August 15, 1950 (3 p.m.) - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
issues today its first estimate of the 1950 production of principal grain crops, 
hay and clover, alfalfa and potatoes in Canada*.  Since harvesting of spring 
grains and potatoes is not yet general over most of the country, this first crop r 	estimate is in the nature of a forecast and may be subject to significant 
.'evIsions in the light of actual harvesting conditions. These yield estimates 
are based on Tuly 31 reports from crop correspondents throughout Canada and on 
Information supplied through the officials responsible for agricultural statistics 
in each of the provinces. The acreages seeded to the various crops are obtained 
from the Bureau's annual Tune 1 crop survey and include any revisions made since 
the publication of the preliminary estimate of aereages on July 20. Also included 
in this report are estimates of the condition of late-sown crops and pasture and 
charts of the Prairie Provinces showing estimated wheat yields on a crop district 
basis. 	

lqh8at - Canada's 1950 wheat crop is currently forecast at 544 
million bushels. If realized, a wheat crop of this size would be the third 
largestin the country's history, being exceeded only in the years 1928 and 1942 
when 567 and 557 million bushels respectively were harvested. By way of contrast, 
the five-year (1945-49) average production of Canadian wheat was 366 million, 
while the ten-year (1940-49) average was 394 million bushels. The total acreage 
seeded to wheat in Canada this year at 27.0 million acres is below the record 
28.7 million seeded in 1940 but the average yield per acre of 20.1 bushels is 
well above the long-time average of 16 bushels per acre. 

In the Prairie Provinces the wheat crop is expected to yield 509 
million bushels, 172 million above last year's outturn. The anticipated average 
yield of wheat in the Prairie Provinces this year Is 19.7 bushels per seeded 
acre, with Manitoba averaging 23.5, Saskatchewan 20.1 and Alberta 17.5 bushels 
per acre. Production in Saskatchewan is placed at 326 million bushels while 
that in Alberta and Manitoba is estimated at 127 and 56 million respectively. 
The western wheat crop, particularly In Alberta and to a lesser extent In 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, contains a relatively small proportion of winter wheat 
but due to difficulties encountered in obtaining the acreage data for a separate 
winter wheat estimate for the Prairies, it has been necessary to include all 
western wheat under spring wheat in this report. 

Production of wheat in the remainder of Canada is placed at about 
35 million bushels. Ontario's expected outturn of 30.1 million bushels accounts 
for the greater part of Canadian wheat grown outside the Prairie Provinces. All 
but 1.3 million bushels of the 1950 Ontario production is winter wheat, expected 
to yield an average of 31 bushels per acre. 

Oats - The production of oats in 1950 is estimated at 433 million 
bushels, 115 million greater than in 1949. The increase over last year is 
shared by all provinces except Nova Scotia and British Columbia—the heaviest 

Ini occurring in Saskatchewan and Alberta. VIhile the forecast production for 
current year has been exceeded in nine previous years, it compares favourably 

* Data for Newfoundland not yet available. 



with the 1945-49 average of 342 million and the 1940-49 average of 403 million 
bushels. 

Barley - The estimate for the 1950 barley crop at 184 million 
bushels is more than 50 per cent greiter than last year's fairly small outtu. 
Anticipated production this year exceeds that of 1949 in all provinces except 
Nova Scotia—with most of the gain taking place in the Prairie Provinces. If 
realized, the 1950 crop will be the country's fourth largest—being exceeded only 
in the war years 1942-44. Average production for 1945-49 was 145 million and for 
1940-49 was 161 million bushels. 

Le  - The 1950 rye crop estimated at 15.4 million bushels is hale 
again as large as the 1949 production of 10 million bushels—most of the increase 
being accounted for in Saskatchewan and Alberta. The total acreage of rye this 
year is slightly below that of 1949 but the expected average yield per acre is 
about 5 bushels greater. A crop of the magnitude indicated would be the eighth 
largest in the country's history and compares favourably with the 1945-49 and 
1940-49 averages both of which were somewhat below 13 millIon bushels. 

Flaxseed - An increase in the acreage seeded to flaxseed combined 
with higher anticipated yields per acre has brought about a considerable increase 
in the 1950 flax crop which is currently placed at 5.2 mili ion bushels. The 1949 
outturn was only 2.3 million. Most of the increase takes place in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. The anticipated 1950 production of flax (5.2 million bushels) is 
not large historically and is well below the five and ten year averages of 9.3 
and 9.8 mIllion bushels respectively. 

Forage Crops - 'IVeather conditions in many parts of Canada were 
unfavourable to the development of hay and clover crops this year and winterkill-
ing took a heavy toll in some eastern provinces. Production is estimated at oni: 
11.5 million tons, slightly below the light crop of 1949. A crop of the size nov, 
indicated would be the lowest since 1934 and is well below the averages of both 
the preceding five and ten years which stood at 15.3 and 15.2 million tons 
respectively. The alfalfa crop is turninc out better with the first cutting 
placed at 2.3-million tons against the 1949 level of 1.9 million. 

Potatoes 	The potato crop is forecast at 54.5 million hundred- 
weight, one million above last year's production. Declines from last year in 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and British Columbia have been more than off-
set by increases in the remaining provinces. Average annual production during 
1945-49 was 47.6 million and for 1940-49 was 45.5 million hundredweight. 

SUMMARY 

Production of Principal Field Crops in Canada 
First Estiraate 1950 and averages for the Previous Five and Ten-Year Periods 

Crop 1950 1945-49 1940-49 

bu. bu. - bu. 

Wheat 	............. 543,690 9 000 365,549,000 394,054 9 000 
Oats 	.............. 433,063,000 341 0 612 1 000 402,778 9 000 
Barley 	............ 164,417,000 144,688,000 160,769,000 
Rye 	............... 15,367,000 12 9 653 9 000 12,938,000 
Flaxseed 	.......... 5,165 0000 9,252,000 9,767,000 	1 

cwt. cwt. Cwt. 
Potatoes 	.......... 54,537,000 47,568 9 000 45,502,000 

tons tons tons 
Hay and Clover .... 11,456,000 15,297 9 000 -- 	15,159,000 

-2- 



FL3T I1NATO OF TILC PRO)UCTION OF GAfl GOPS 

The pro(iuctlon of the principal grain crops in Canada in 1950  is now 
tir'aLed, in bushels, as follows, with the 1949  figures within brackLs: 2,111 

iheat 20,768,000 (24,714 000); srring wheat 514,922,000  (342,692,000); all wheat 
f;43,690,000 (307,4O6,O00; oats 47,063,000 ( 717,916,000); barley  124,417,000  
(120,402,000); fall rye 10,417 000 (7,191,000);  .pring rye 4,950,000 (2,2.20,000); 
all rye 15,367,000 (l0,Gl1,0u0; flaxseed 5,165,000  (2,224,000). The average 
yields per acre, in bushels, are estinated as follows, with the 1949  averages 
iithin brackets: Fall wheat 31.0 (30.7); sTring  wheat  19.7  (12.8); all wheat 20.1 
(13.3); oats 37.4 (27.9); barley  27.8 (20.0); fall rye 12.5 (8.2); spring rye 14.6 

i1 rye 1.2 (2.5);  flaxseed  9.4 (7.1). 

Ii'.ODUCIION OF rAIM 07.OPS IN THO 1ALIL I 0iIhCES 

the Irairic Frovinces the first e ;tir-tte of the rroduction of grain 
, in bushels, is as follows, with the 1949 fires within brackets: 

1:ree 1 rv1nces - 1heat 509,000 000 (377,000,000);  oats 281 000,000 (190 5 000,000); 
barley 171 000,000 (1u9,000,0u0; rye 17,220,000 (?,5;o,000; flaxseed  l,09O,000 
(2,050,000L Fanitoba - 1 heat 56,000,000 (57,000,000);  oats 64,000,000 (57,00o,000); 
barley 52,000,000 (40,000,000); rye 1,320,000 (750,000); flaxsecd 2,850,000 
(i,ioo,000). saskatchewan - heat 320,000,000 (183,uuO,000); oats 134 000,000 
(85,000,000); barle' 57,000,000 (37,000,000); rye 7,600,000 (4,400,0o0;  flaxseed 
1 1,590,000 (650,000). Alberta - 1Ieat 127,000,000 (97,000,000): oats 83,000,000 
(52,OuO,000.): barley o2,000,000 (30,000,000); rye 4,300,000 (2,400,000); flaxseed 
150 1 000 (7u0,000). 

li3T LL1iXi OF TIL Fi0DUCTI0N OF HAY AND I10 	Ahi) ALFALFA 

total production of hay arid clover, in tons is now estimated as 
last year's figures withth brackets; Canada 11,456,000 (12 ) 122 1 000); 

Arince dward Island 249,000 (450,000);  Nova Jcotia 606,000 (704,000); 
New Hrunswick 663,000  (216,Ooo); uebec 3,951,000 (4,705,000);  Ontario 7,970,000 
(7,689,000); Lanitoba 582,000 (340,000); 3a3katchewan 465,000 (331,00G); Alberta 
592 , 000 ((' ,65,000); JrLtish Columbia 366,000 (422,000). 

'or all Jarada the rroduction of alfalfa (first cutting) is now 
estirated at 2,39,000 tons as compared '.;ith a first cutting of 1,922,000  tons 
in 1949. 

Jo::u:1101: o; LAT2-3OT: 	oi o A:r FA3TU1E 

At July 31, 1950, the 	ndithn of late-sown crops for all Canada, 
expressed in percentage of the long-time average yield rer acre, is reported as 
rollows, with the condition figures for June J, 19501V  arH July 31, 191,9,  within 
rr.ackets: leas 97 (90; 85); beans 93 (91; 98); buckwheat 97 (97; 91); :ixed grains 
30 (96; 04.); shelled corn 97 (92; 95); turrips, etc. 97 (91; 70); fodder corn 94 
(94 92); rat1re 9 (9 75) 
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;ugust L.st nate of Uie 1950  Tro uct o of the 1 •L)' al 21e18 .r0p3 i  
with 1949  (etnued) 

I rovince 
and Orop 

	

- 	Area/ 

	

 1942 	1950 
Yield per .cre 

i 112 150 1çj - 
1rohictin - 

- 
acres acres bu. bu, bu. ou. 

Fall 	.heat 805,000 92,000 30,7 71.0 21 1 714,000 28,768,000 
..prtng 	dicat 59,000 65,000 18.0 20.0 1,u2,OOO 1,700 2 000 
.11 .2ieat 864,000 997,000 29.8 30.3 25,776 2 000 30,088,000 

Oats 2,086,000 2,128,000 34,5 42.2 71,9u7,000 09,802,000 
Barley 228 2 000 222,000 30.3 35.5 6,908,000 7 2 81,000 
Fall lye 106,000 91,300 21.0 21.0 2,22o,000 1 1 917,000 
Flaxseeci 16,500 19,800 11.9 12,8 196,000 253,000 

cwt, cwt, cwt. cwt. 
Fot;itoes 1:!7,000 113,000 - 	9o.0 103.0 11,232,JOu 11,39,00U 

tons tons tons tons 
2ay and Clover 2,951,000 2,836,000 1,25 1.14 0 7,b89,000 3 3 970,000 
.tlfalfa (first cuttr) 802,000 794 ) 000 1.30 1.56 1 2 043, 000  1,239,000 

- bu. bu bu. IJU , 

.prin 	heat 3,167,000 2,382,000 16.0 23,5 5?,00u,0&u 50,00o,000 
Oats 1,703,000 11,610,000 31.1 39,8 53,000,000 4,ou0,uU0 
Barley 1,699,000 1,717,000 23.5 30,3 40,OoO,uuO 52,u0,U00 
Fall 	:,'e 40,000 69,000 16.6 15.9 6o5,000 1,1UUU0U 
prinr 2.ye 6,100 13,400 13.9 16,4 85,OuO 220,000 
i1l 2ye 46,100 IJ2,h00 16.3 16.0 750,u1C 1,320,000 

xseed 134,000 300,.U0 8.2 9.5 1,100,OuO 2,850,000 
cwt • cwt. cwt • cwt,. 

I 	L , 	JO 28,100 68.0 8 4,0 1,768,00.. 2,360,000 
tons tons tons tons 

2 ,000 11)3,000 1.50 1.94 yu,ow 532,000 
iir:3L 94,•.00 112,..0 1.70 1.66 122,000 2u3,000 

1)11. hu. bu, bu. - 
rrin: 	heat. 15,777,00: 1..,8',Uo0 11.6 20.1 J ;7,000,00L) ..2u,000,0UO 

Oats 3,781,000 3,781,000 25.1 39.6 65,OoO,OuU 13/,L•cU,000  
Barl ey 1,800,060 1 ,954, 000  18,3 29,2 0 33,00,000 57,000,UuU 
Fall 2ye 557,000 518,000 5,4 10.2 3,000,000 5,360,000 
3pring itye 1 33, 000  150,1)00 10,5 15.3 1,hU,U0U 2,300,000 
Al 1) 	1ye 690,uUO 688,UuO 6.4 11.4 14 ,4A),000 7 1 oOU,000 

LX5CCd 132,000 177,000 4.9 9,0 650,000 1,5J0,000 
cwt. cwt, cwt • cwt. 

Potatoes 72,900 71,900 47.0 o4,0 1,546,00() 2,042, 000  
tons tons tons tons 

flay an! 	1)loter 287,000 277,000 1.17 1,613 331,000 1o5,UOO 
.1fa1 N 	(first 	;t 18 ::-) 149, 000  52,000 1 .12' 1. /5 219,un :129 ,oOO 



August Estimate of the 1950 Production of Principal Field Crops in Canada, 

Compared with 1949 (concluded) 

Province and 	Area 	Yield Per Acre 	Production 	-- 

Crop 	1949 	- 	1950 	1949 	1950 	1949 	1950 
- 	

- acres acres bu. bu. bu. bu. 
.LBERTA 

Spring 1 heat 7,586,000 7,251,000 12.8 19.5 97 1 000,000 127,000,000 

Oats 2 9 255 9 000 2,455,000 23.0 33.8 52,000 9 000 83,000,000 

Barley 2,118,000 2 0 534 1,000 17.0 24.5 36 9 000 0 000 62,000,000 

Fall Rye 170 9 000 152 0 000 7.6 13.8 1 1 300 0 000 2,100,000 

Spring Rye 155 9 000 160,000 7.1 13.8 1,100,000 2,200,000 

All Rye 325,000 312 9 000 7.4 13.8 2 0 400,000 4 9 300,000 

Flaxseed 37,500 48,300 8.0 9.3 300,000 450 1 000 
cwt. cwt. cwt. cwt. 

Potatoes 25,400 28,300 58.0 73.0 1 0 473,000 2 1066 9 000 
tons tons tons tons 

Hay and Clover 665 9 000 664,000 1.00 0.90 665,000 598,000 

Alfalfa (first 
cutting) 243,000 281 9 000 0.80 1.07 194,000 301,000 

BRITISH COLUMBIA bu. bu. bu. bu. 

Spring VJheat 149 9 000 157 9000 26.1 23.6 3,889,000 3 1 705 2000 
Oats 83,400 89,200 50.3 44.5 4,195 9 000 3,969,000 

Barley 13,700 18,900 36.1 31.0 494,000 586 0 000 
Spring Rye 700 /  800 20.3 19.0 14,000 	/ 15 9 000 
Flaxseed 2,50O' 1 0 900 15.0 11.5 ' 38,000. 22 9 000 

cwt. cwt. cwt. cwt. 

Potatoes 17,000 16,200 138.0 120.0 2 0 346 0 000 1 9 944,0(0 
tons tons tons tons 

Hay and Clover 211,000 215 0 000 2.00 1.90 422 9 000 366 9 000 
Alfalfa (first 

cuttin(-,) 94 0 900 96 9 800 1.90 1.90 180 0 000 184,000 

j/ Acreiges revised since Yuly xport: all crops 1950 for Canada and Ontario. 

LI Revised basis disposition data. 

Area and First Estimate of the 1950 Production of Principal Grain 

Crops in the Prairie Provinces Compared with 1949 

Area Yield Per Acre Production 
Crop - 

1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 

acres acres bu. bu. bi. bu. 

Wheat 26 0 490,000 25,836 9 000 12.7 19.7 337 9 000 0000 509 0 000,00C 

Oats 7,339,000 7,446,000 25.9 37.7 190,000,000 281 9 000 0 000 

Barley 5,617,000 6,205 9 000 19.4 27.6 109,000,000 171,000,000 

Rye 1 9 061 2100 1 9 062 0 400 7.1 12.4 7 9 550 9 000 13 0 220 0 000 

Flaxseed 303,500 525,300 6.8 9.3 2 9 050,000 4 1 890 1 000 

- 6 - 
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