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AUGUST ESTIMATE OF PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL FIELD CROPS - CANADA, 1950

Ottawa, August 15, 1950 (3 p.m.) - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics
issues today its first estimate of the 1950 production of principal grain crops,
hay and clover, alfalfa and potatces in Canada*. Since harvesting of spring
grains and potatoes is not yet general over most of the country, this first crop
estimate is in the nature of a forecast and may be subject to significant
revisions in the light of actual harvesting conditions. These yield estimates
are based on July 31 reports from crop correspondents throughout Canada and on
information supplied through the officials responsible for agricultural statistics
in each of the provinces. The acreages seeded to the various crops are obtained
from the Bureau's annual June 1 crop survey and include any revisions made since
the publication of the preliminary estimate of acreages on July 20. Also included
in this report are estimates of the condition of late-sown crops and pasture and
charts of the Prairie Provinces showing estimated wheat yields on a crop district

basis. Wh
Y“heat - Canada's 1950 wheat crop is currently forecast at 544

million bushels. If realized, a wheat crop of this size would be the third
largest in the country's history, being exceeded only in the years 1928 and 1942
when 567 and 557 million bushels respectively were harvested. By way of contrast,
the five-year (1945-49) average production of Canadian wheat was 366 million,
while the ten-year (1940-49) average was 394 million bushels. The total acreage
seeded to wheat in Canada this year at 27.0 million acres is below the record
28.7 million seeded in 1940 but the average yield per acre of 20.1 bushels is
well above the long-time average of 16 bushels per acre.

In the Prairie Provinces the wheat crop is expected to yield 509
million bushels, 172 million above last year's outturn. The anticipated average
vield of wheat in the Prairie Provinces this year is 19.7 bushels per seeded
acre, with Manitoba averaging 23.5, Saskatchewan 20.1 and Alberta 17.5 bushels
per acre. Production in Saskatchewan is placed at 326 million bushels while
that in Alberta and Manitoba is estimated at 127 and 56 million respectively.
The western wheat crop, particularly in Alberta and to a lesser extent in
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, contains a relatively small proportion of winter wheat
but due to difficulties encountered in obtaining the acreage data for a separate
winter wheat estimate for the Prairies, it has been necessary to include all
western wheat under spring wheat in this report.

Production of wheat in the remainder of Canada is placed at about
35 million bushels. Ontario's expected outturn of 30.1 million bushels accounts
for the greater part of Canadian wheat grown outside the Frairie Provinces. AL)
but 1.3 million bushels of the 1950 Ontario production is winter wheat, expected
to yield an average of 31 bushels per acre.

Oats - The production of oats in 1950 is estimated at 433 million
bushels, 115 million greater than in 1949. The increase over last year is
share¢ by all provinces except Nova Scotia and British Columbia——the heaviest
«aina occurring in Saskatchewan and Alberta. While the forecast production for
current year has been exceeded in nine previous years, it compares favourably

* Data for Newfoundland not yet available.
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with the 1945-49 average of 342 million and the 1940-49 average of 403 million
bushels.

Barley - 1ye estimate for the 1950 barley crop at 184 million
bushels is more than 50 per cent greater than last year's fairly small ouiturn.
Anticipated production this year exceeds that of 1949 in all provinces except
Nova Scotia——with most of the gain taking place in the Prairie Provinces. If
realized, the 1950 crop will be the country's fourth largest—being exceeded only
in the war years 1942-44. Average production for 1945-49 was 145 million and for
1940-49 was 161 million bushels.

Rye - 7pe 1950 rye crop estimated at 15.4 million bushels is half
again as large as the 1949 production of 10 million bushels--most of the increase
being accounted for in Saskatchewan and Alberta. The total acreage of rye this
year is slightly below that of 1949 but the expected average vield per acre is
about § bushels greater. A crop of the magnitude indicated would be the eighth
largest in the country's history and compares favourably with the 1945-49 and
1940-49 averages both of which were somewhat below 13 million bushels.

ELEEEEEQ - An inerease in the acreage seeded to flaxseed combined
with higher anticipated yields per acre has brought about a considerable increase
in the 1950 flax crop whizh is currently placed at 5.2 million bushels. The 1949
cutturn was only 2.3 million. Most of the increase takes place in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan. The anticipated 1950 production of flax (5.2 million bushels) is
not large historically and is well below the five and ten year averages of 9.3
and 9.8 million bushels respectively.

Forage CTops - ygather conditions in many parts of Canada were
unfavourable to the development of hay and clover crops this year and winterkill-
ing took a heavy toll in some eastern provinces. Production is estimated at only
11.5 million tons, slightly below the light crop of 1949. A crop of the size now
indicated would be the lowest since 1934 and is well below the averages of both
the preceding five and ten years which stood st 15.3 and 15.2 million tons
respectively. The alfalfa crop is turnine out better with the first cutting
placed at 2.3 million tons against the 1949 lsvel of 1.9 million,

Potatces - The potato crop is forecast at 54.5 million hundred-
weight, one million above last year's production. Declines from last year in
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and British Columbia have been more than off-
set by increases in the remaining provinces. Average annual production during
1945-49 was 47.6 million and for 1940-49 was 45.5 million hundredweight.

SUMMARY

Production of Principal Field Crops in Canada
First Estimate 1950 and averages for the Previous Five and Ten-Year Periocds

Crop 1950 1945-49 1940-49
bu. bu. bu.
L i i o S T 543,690,000 365,549,000 394,054,000
NS ooro i sTs.6%s s 0. 8 433,063,000 341,612,000 402,778,000
1RSI R S S 184,417,000 144,688,000 160,769,000
ERHE) ol e - o <lshe oXs oio' o 15,367,000 12,653,000 12,938,000
DIARNERE - cfesoeose 5,165,000 9,252,000 9,767,000
cwt . cwt . cwt.
J2TET e . 54,537,000 47,568,000 45,502,000
tons tons tons
Hay and Clover .... 11,456,000 15,297,000 15,159,000




FIRST LOTIKATE OF THD PRODUCTION OF GRAIN CiOFS

The production of the principal grain crops in Canada in l95u is now

)tlaneu, in bushels, as follows, wiith the lOA9 figures within brackels: fall
wheat 20,768,000 (24,714,000); srring wheat 514,922,000 (342,692,000); qll wheat
50,3, 690,000 (Qb7 hou,ouof St 422,063,000 ( 217,916,000); barlcy 154,417,000
(12G,408,000) 3 £all rye 10,417,000 (7 191 000); spring rre 4,950,000 (° £20,000) ;
all rye 15,367,000 (16, 011,0005, flaxseed 5,1 65 00 (2,°QL 000), The average
yields per acre, in bushels, are estimated as follows, with the 1949 averuages
within brackets: Fall wheat 21.0 (20.7); srring wheat 19.7 (12.8); all wheat 20.1
(12.2); oats 27.4 (27.9); barley 27.8 (2C.0); fall rye 12.5 (8.2): spring rye lh.6
613 el rve 12,2 (2.5): flaxseed 9.4 (7.1).

FRODUCTION OF GRAIN CROFS IN THis TRALXIL TROVINCES

For the Yrairie lFrovinces the first estimate of the rroduction of prain
s in 1950, in xnshels, is as follows, with the 1949 fisvres within brackets:
ee I“VIIXLCH - wheat 509,000,000 (?°7 000,000) 3 oats 281,000,000 (190,000,000)
parley 171,000,000 (1u9,000, OJOS, rye 1°,?90 000 (7 550 0005, flaxseeﬁ l,90,000
(2,050, Lubs Nanitoba ~ Wheat 5¢,,000,000 (57 000 ooo), oats 6h,000,000 (5° 00U, 000) 3
barley 52,000,000 (40,000,000); rye 1 20,000 (750 000); flaxseed 2,850,000
(1,100 UOU). Oddkitchewan -~ wheat ?JC UUU oo (183 LU0, UUJ), oats 134,000,000
(85 OOb ,000)3 barley &7 ,U00,000 (32, UUU OUu), rve 7,600,000 (h,uuo UUU), flaxseed
1,590,000 (650,000). ilberts - Wreat 107 0LU, 000 (97 000 ,000): oats 83,000,000
(,‘,OuO 000) ¢ barley ©2,000,000 (2¢,000 OJO); rye A,?LJ,JOU (2,400,003 flaxseed
150,000 (20, 000).
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FIEdST woTIFATL OF THS FRODUCTIOR OF HAY AND CLOVaR AND ALFALFA

Th= total production of hay and clover, 1n tons, is now estimated as
follows, with last year's figures within brackets: Canada lL,Lsé 000 (12,122,000} ;
Frince .idward Island 249,000 (ASU OOO) MNova Jcotia obu 000 (70&,000)
lew Brunswick ¢62,000 (le 000; 3 :uebec 2,951,000 (h,“bs 000); Ontario 2,970,000
(3, fﬂ?,uof); Manitoba 58¢, ooo (340,000); Saskatchewan 465,000 (231, buu/, Alberta
592,000 (665,000) ; British Columbia 366,000 (422,000).

For all Canada the vroduction of alfalfa (first chtin{) is now
estinated at 2,279,000 tons as compared with a first cutting of 1,922,000 tons
in 1949.

COWDITION CF LATI-30WN CUROFS AHD FASTURE

At July 31, 1950, the mnditisn of late-sown crops for all Canada,
expressed in percentapge of Lhe long-time average vield rer acre, iz rerorted as
follows, with the condition figures for June U, 1950, and July 2i, 1949, within
brackets: leas 92 (90; 85); beans 93 (91; 98)- buckwheat 97 (97: 91); lixed grains
110 (963 24); shelled corn 9? (92; 95)3 turnips, etc. 97 (91; 70); fodder corn 9k
(9%; 92); pasture 93 (89; 75).



August Listimate of the 1250 Production of Frincipal

Field Urops in Canada, Compared

with 1949
Frovince Aroa 1/ Yield wer icre e ]rOdUCuLOP
and Crop 19L9 1900 - 1. Teghy 4950 190 1990
L0 acres - hise AT Bl
(J \ 11_:\“ -
Fall ‘heat 305,000 928,000 20,7 3LJ0 By V14,000 - 28 ;708,000
Jprine wheat Zithy, MBS TR0 1 126,308,300 12.8 197 1242 ,c924000° SLESSS TR0
111 wheat 28, SHOLT00 27 03280 12,2 20,1 50,400,000 w543,09G,000
Oats T, S0 TRID | L, 574 1.80 27.9 . Fd 3173906 ;G600 < RSk BT ,UOO
Bdrley 6,016,700 ©,624,800 °O 0- 278 130 4.08,660 - I B H00
Fall fiye 872,000 830,300 8.2, 13.5 ¥y 191,000 10,Ll7,0UO
Srring dye 20,600 37,900 9.k | ekt 24525 ;000 Ly 950,000
all iye 1,181,600 1,168,200 b L2 10,011,000 15,367,680
Flaxseed 222,500 2/ 547,000 788 9.4 2,284,000 2/ 5,165,600
cwt, cwt. ewl, cwt.
lotatoes 510, 300 534,200 105:0. 1648 52,518,000 = S5k,53 300
tons  tons tons tons
Hay and Clover 9,502,200 9,254,000 1,28 1.24° 3 HASZE dUCK 1 DRSS
alfalfs (first ev *+ing) 1,453,900 1,546,800 1.29 1.5 1,922,000 2,329,000
IRNCY RUARD . (D] - bu, bu. bu, ou,
Jrring Wheat 6,500 74200 230 SZgE 150,000 106,000
Oats 113,000 113,000 9.0 40,0 by b7 ,000 4,520,000
Barleyr 10,200 11 300 23.0 34.0 327,000 401,000
UL, cwt, cwt, cwt.
Fotatoes L9 41,00 45,100 "165.0 134.8 8,151,000 ¢,04L2,000
tons tons SOmS Lons
gy lord Tlover 5,860 226,000 200 LB 155,000 2L T0
;glg;gxgi¢A - bu, bu, Lu, buh
2rring wheat 24,000 2,500 200 28 L4 GO0 40,700
Oatls 6%, 500 0,900 H0.0 40,0 2,760,000 3,756,000
Barley 7,800 7,700 8.0 - | e 234,000 231,000
cwt owt . cwt, cwl.
Fotatoes 21,200 LAY (O e R < (AN 1y £,%04,000 3,30 25080
ton: tons tons tons
Hay and Clover 391,200 236,000 1780 IS 70h,000 406,000
g TEUNSWILE - 51 [Si 1 DU, Lu.
Spring wheat 3,500 2,600 20 i 79,000 66,000
Oats 184,000 134,000 87 <0 LRI 5,992,000 7,726,000
Barley 15,000 3,400 29.0  36.0 135,000 62¢ , 000
ewt . cwt. cvit, cwt,
Totatoes &1, 4,00 59,900 184.C 1€5.0 11,298 ,G00 9,88l ,000
tons ~ tons Lons Ltons
Hay and Ulover b2k, DGO 620,000 1.99+ k.G 816,000 662,000
QUEBEC - bu., bu. bu, bu.
Inring Whaat, 25,600 22,900 g e I 163,000 625,000
Jats 1,509,000 1,546,000 21,9 ~ 28.0 37,576,000 13 288,000
Barley 125,000 122,000 25,0 ~ 2508 3,009,000 092 oG
Spring itye 12,800 T4 780, Lot W4l 221,000 " oGl ub.
cwt. cwt . cwt, cwt .
lotatoes 160,000 161,000 3O RS0 12,800,000 15,456,000
tons! | iamEs tons tons
Hag and Glover 3,921,00C 3,727,080 1,20 - 2.06 L., 705,000 2,951,000
R Rfe. (first cutting) 106,000 1¢5,000 185 |V i Yo, 000 174,000
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August Lstimate of the 1950 Froduction of the Irincipal Field Urops in Januda,
with 19.9 (cont inued)

Y rovince Area 1/ Yield rer Acre I roduction
and Crop 1949 1650 1949 1950 1949 1950
q“n 0 acres acres bu, b, bu, DU,
A LA I..a. —J
Fall aheat 505,000 924,000 BULY 21.0 24,771,000 28,765,000
brring wheat 59,000 €5,000 1,0 20,0 1,0£2,000 1,200,000
All uheat 1364, 000 992,000 29,8 20,2 25,776,000 20,088,000
QOats 2,086,000 2,122,000 3 b 2,2 71,907,UUU 39,10’,000
Barley 228,000 222,000 W3 35,5 6,908,000 7,881,000
Fall Rye 106,000 91, 200 21,0 21,0 ?,QQQ,UUU 1,917,000
Flaxseed 16,500 19,800 l11.9¢ 12,8 196,000 253,008
cwt. . cwt, cwt. cwt,
Fotatoes 117,000 113,000 - 9¢.0 102.0 11,222,000 11,639,000
tons tons t.ons tons
Hay and Clover 2,951,000 2,82¢,000 25 1:.40 2,089,000 3,970,000
alfalfa (first cuttiug) 302,000 790,000 1.0 1,56 1,043,000 1,239,000
HANITOBA - bu, bu. bu. In:,
Syring Wheat 3,167,000 ?,°8?,UOO 18.0 23, 57,00C ,0U 56, 0L, 00
Oats 1,7G23,000 1,610,000 20,0 20008 52,000,000 Ly U0, GUO
Barley 1,699,006 1,717,000 23, 29,3 40,000, U006 524Ul , UGO
fall lye hU, 000 69,000 16,6 15.9 065,000 1,100,000
wpring dye 6,100 l?,hOO 13,9 1é.4 55,000 220,000
all iye 4,100 62,000 16,3 16.0 750,000 1,320,000
ilaxseed 134,000 700, W00 ) 9.5 1,200,000 2,550,000
cwt, cwt. cwt, cwt.,
Virbatoas 25,000 28,100 O8.,0  £4.0 1,768,000 2,360,000
tons tons tons tons
Hay and Ulower 229,900 2,000 N0 hl, 9& 340,000 538,000
Alfallia (Idrst cuilbing) IR VS 112,000 1) 1.86 122,000 215 4 OO0
T il bu., e, bu.,
it L i iy
“ypring Lheat 15,737,900V 1y, 235,000 11,6 201 2,000,000 726,000,0C0
Oats ? °“l 00U 3, 321,000 25.1 29,6 35,000,000 124,000,000
Barler l RU 0,0 _,9)h,000 18,2 29,72 33,000,000 57 400, GUU
rall ye 557,000 51,000 Sl 1.652, 2,000,000 54 300,000
Srring lye 137,000 150,300 10.5 15,2 i,hUu, 00U 2,300,000
all lye $90, UG0 CQH,UUO Gad 114 by b 0, 000 7,000,000
il uxseed 122,000 177,000 e 9,0 650,000 1,590,000
cwt . cwt . cwb. cwt,
Totatoes 32,900 21,900 L7.0 640 3,508,000 2,042,000
tons tons tons t,ons
liay and Clover 232,000 277,000 1.17  1.68 271, U0 165, 000
Alfalfe (first cutliog) 149,000 153,000 LARE 805 219G, 224,000




August Zstimate of the 1950 Production of Principal Field Crops in Canada,
Compared with 1949 (concluded)

Province and Area Yield Per Acre Froduction
Crop 1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 1950
acres acres bu. bu. bu. bu.
ALBERTA
Spring Vheat 7,586,000 7,3251,00Q" J2.8 17.5 97,000,000 127,000,000
Oats 2,255,000 2,455,000 23.0 33.8 52,000,000 83,000,000
Barley 2,118,000 2,534,000 17.0 24,5 36,000,000 62,000,000
Fall Rye 170,000 152,000 7.6 13.8 1,300,000 2,100,000
Spring Rye 155,000 160,000 7.1 13.8 1,106,000 2,200,000
A1l Rye 325,000 312,000 7.4 13.8 2,400,000 4,300,000
Flaxseed 37,500 48,300 8.0 9.3 300,000 450,000
cwt. cwt ., cwt. cwt .,
Potatoes 25,400 28,300 58,0 73.0 1,473,000 2,066,000
tons tons tons tons
Hay and Clover 665,000 664,000 1.00 0.90 665,000 598,000
Alfalfa (first
cutting) 243,000 281,000 0.80 1.07 194,000 301,000
BRITISH COLUMBIA bu. bu. bu. bu.
Spring Vheat 149,000 157,000 ' 26.4 23.6 3,889,000 3,705,000
Oats 83,400 89,200 50.3 44,5 4,195,000 3,969,000
Barley 13,700 18,900 36.1 31.0 494,000 586,000
Spring Rye 700 800 20.3 19.0 14,000 15,000
Flaxseed 2,500 &/ 1,900 1540 * M45 38,000 &/ 22,000
cwt. cwt, cwt. cwt.
Potatoes 17,000 16,200 138.0 120.0 2,346,000 1,944,000
tons tons tons t ona
Hay and Clover 211,000 215,000 2.00 1.70 422,000 366,000
AlLfalfa (first
cutting) 94,900 96,800 1590 1.90 180,00CC 184,000

1/ Acreages revised sirnce July report: all crops

2/ Revised basis disposition data.

1950 for Canada and Ontario.

Area and First Estimate of the 1950 Production of Principal Grain

Crops in the Prairie Provinces Compared with 1949

Area Yield Per Acre Production
Crop = —
1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 1950
acres acres bu. bu. bu, bu.
Wheat 26,490,000 25,836,000 12.7 19.7 337,000,000 309,000,00C
Oats 7,339,000 7,446,000 25.9 37.7 190,000,000 281,000,000
Barley 5,617,000 6,205,000 19.4 27,6 109,000,000 171,000,000
Rye 1,061,100 1,062,400 7 12.4 7,550,000 13,220,000
Flaxseed 303,500 525,300 6.8 9.3 2,050,000 4,89C, 000




AVERAGE
YIELDS PER ACRE OF WHEAT IN THE

PRAIRIE PROVINCES BY CROP DISTRICTS \
1950 o s

[l
ACCORDING TO THE FIRST ESTIMATE OF AUG.15, 1950 /

N

NUMBER OF CROP DISTRICT: L)
ACREAGE GIVEN IN THOUSANDS @

LEGEND
BUSHELS PER ACRE

121 - 160 @m
y

t6.t - 200 3
201 - 240 ety

T 241 -280 ,/A
261 - 320 || R

Liomanion Bureau of Stattics

AVERAGE
YIELDS PER ACRE OF WHEAT IN THE "X
PRAIRIE PROVINCES, BY CROP DISTRICTS \
1949 e

ACCORDING TO THE REVISED ESTIMATE OF FEB. 23,1950

NUMBER OF CROP DISTRICT:
ACREAGE GIVEN IN THOUSAND

LEGEND
BUSHELS PER ACRE

0-40
a1-80 [/}
e1- 120 77

121 - 160 B3353)

201 - 260 (e

2a. - 25, Ylh

28.1 - 325

Dt imon Bursae o Blattics
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