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DECEMBER KSTIMATE OF VAlUL CF FIELD CRCTS

Ottawa, December 14, 1948, 3 p.m.- The Dominion Bureau of
Statigtics issues today its first estimate of the farm value of field crop production
for 1948 as compared with the values for 1947 and 1946, It must be emphasized that
the values per unit assigned to each crop in 1948 represent average prices received
by farmers from the begluning of the crop year, August 1, up to the end of November
only. DNo attempt has been made e to forecast prices for the remainder of the ¢rop yeer,
but a further estimate buged on average prices during the first 6 months of the crop
vear will be issued in February next. A revised statement based on prices during
the entire crop vear will be released next December with the first estimate of the
value of 1949 crops. Data on monthly marketings are available for a numher of crops
and in these cases the monthly average farm prices have been weighted by marketings
to give weighted average unit values for the period. The average prices assigned to
all crops have been determined after consultation with the FProvineial Departments of
Agriculture and after careful consideration has been given to factors such as
abglity and gradae.

[ The value of 1947 field crops has been revised, wherever possible,
o the hasis of weichted average prices for the twelve months of the crop year

1947-48, 1t should be ohserved that the estimates presented in this report do not
represent cash income received from sales but are gross values of farm production,
Several crops such as mixed grains and fodder corn are almost wholly utilized on
farms where grown--average unit prices being determined from the relatively small
quantities sold commercially and then applied to the entire production of each crop
to give its estimated value.

SUMMARY

' The gross value of principal field crops produced on Canadian farms
in 1948 is estimated at 1,595 million dollars, the highest gross value of production
ever recorded in this series which extends back forty-one years, The 1,500 million
dollar level has previously been exceaded only once, in 1919--while values in excess
of 1,400 million were recorded in only two years, 1920 and 1947 High prices were
larpely responsible for the enhanced values of production in each of th=ase ve.rs.

The values of current field crop production in Canada are in strong
contrast with those recorded in the 1930's when values (based on depression prices)
ranged from 432 million dollars in 19351 to 686 million in 1939. This year's figure
is about 11 per cent sbove the revised gross value of production for 1947 and some
269 per cent above the low point reached in 1931. ‘hile prices of some of the
major crops have been lower during the current crop year than in 1947-48, generally
sharp increases in the 1948 proiuction of most crops more than offset reduced prices,
resulting in the .substantial increase over 1947 in total value of production noted
above.

Price: $2.C0 for a series of 26 reports.



. The following table shows a comparison of the gross value of
field crop production from 1931 to date. Values for recent years have been
revised to include, where applicable, the effects of participation payments for
wheat and eyualization and adjustment payments for oats, barley and flax. Upward
revisions will subsequently be required to allow for additional participation
pavments which will acerue to the 1945, 1946, 1947 and 1948 wheat cropsi foomt khe
five-year pool now in operation. The 20 cents per bushel payment made in 1948
covering 1945, 1946 and 1947 wheat marketings has been t aken into account.

Gross Value of Canadian Field Crop Production, 1931--1948

Thousand Thousand

Dollars Dollars
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The 1948 wheat crop is valued at 550.4 million dollars, an
increase of 95 million from the 1947 level. While the average price of 1948 wheat
is 5 cents per bushel more than in 1947 most of the increased value accrues from
the additional 56.6 million bushels of wheat produced in 1948. Despite a lower
average price: for oats, the total value of the crop is also up nearly 37 million
dollars. With barley production only moderately above 1947 levels and a lower
average price ruling during the first four months of the crop vear, the total valuc
of this crop has declined about 2 million dollars as between the two years. The
production of rye was nearly doubled in 1948 but the price drop was so pronounced
as to cut the value of this crop by over 8 million dollars fram the 1947 level. A
somewhat parallel situation prevails with respect to potatoes and dry beans where
increased production has been more than offset by lower prices--the value of the
potato crop declining nearly 16 million dollars and beans nearly one million from
1947,

FProduction declines coupled with relatively small changes in
average prices have resulted in somewhat lowered values this year for the dry pea,
buckwheat and hay and clover crops, The sugar beet prices shown for 1948
indicate initial payments only, and upward revisions will be required in the
value of this crop as soon as the extent of the final payment is known in each
of the four provinces concerned. The 1948 values of all other crops for which
estimates have been included in this release zre higher than those recorded for
1947,

Increases in gross value of production over 1947 levels have
occurred in all provinces except New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island where the
drop in potato prices seriously affected total value of production, particularly
in the former province. The greatest percentage increases in value of production
took place in Ontario, Manitoba and Quebec in that order, excellent 1948 grain
crops being the chief factor responsible for the improved value position in these
provinces. In Alberta and 3askatchewan, higher wheat crop values were nearly
offset by lower prices for other major crops with the net result that gross value
of production in each province increased only 1 per cent over last year. In Nova
Scotia and British Columbia value increases of 4 and 5 per cent respectively were

recorded as between the two years.
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Values of Tield Crop Production, by Frovinces, 1947 and 1948

= Total Values Increase (+) or Decrease (-)
1l 9-4.7 1948 o —..in Value .
Frovince Thousand Thousand Thousand Ter
Dollars Dollars . Dollars Cent
Prince Edward Island .... 23,270 225812 - 458 EE ]
NOWEF ISEOH TR o oo marehersnans shoks - 22,430 23,345 + 915 + 4
New Brunswick e.eeeveecos 44,178 36,894 - 7,284 - 16
RUBHEC o bare o oms -9 5 . GHm oo 170,139 168,490 + 18,351 5 1.
(VT i hgt, g e e 2885280 370,264 + —38R5025 =3
Manitob8 ...ececve..s - 164,268 2135566 + 49,038 + 30
Saskatchewan .....e00...0 393,002 396,817 + 3,815 ==
ALBEPTA | hicke o « eeie w0 vt [ 306,976 309,232 t 25256 i
British Columbia «.occuee 32,158 33,737 + i\ 579 a5

+

+
=
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CANADA wvevveeeees.. 1,438,660 1,594,897 156,237

The total value of all field crops in Canada in 1948 is now
estimated at 31,594,897,000 as compared with $1,438,660,000 in 1947, The 1948
total is made up of the following items, with the 1947 values within brackets:
Wheat $550,427,000 ($455,4%6,000); oats $251,975,000 ($215,072,000); barley
$144,648,000 ($146,553,000); rye 335,114,000 ($43,517,000); peas 34,283,000
($5,138,000); beans $6,874,000 ($7,721,000); soy beans $3,955,000 ($3,397,000);
buckwheat #$4,904,000 ($6,075,000); mixed erains 360,081,000 ($32,635,000); flaxseed
$66,358,000 ($64,135,000); shelled corn 517,218,000 ($12,506,000); potatoes
383,881,000 ($99,362,000); turnips, mangels, ete. $20,521,000 ($19,392,000); hay
and clover $248,249,000 (5$251,154,000); alfalfa $50,910,C00 ($38,965,000); fodder
corn $29,334,00C (519,654,000); grain_hay $10,080,000 ($9,264,C00); sugar beets
8¢ ,065,000, initial payment ($8,684,000).

By provinces in order of magnitude, the total values of 1948 crops
ars we Tolivws, with the 1947 figures within brackets: Saskatchewan $396,817,C00
($393,002,000); Ontario $370,264,000 ($282,259,00C); Alberta 309,232,000
($306,976,000); Manitoba $213,306,000 ($164,268,000); “uebec $1€8,490,000
($170,139,000); New Brunswick 336,894,000 ($44,178,000); British Columbia .
$33,737,000 (#$32,158,000); Nova 3cotia $23,345,000 ($22,430,C00); Prince Edward
Island 322,812,000 (3$23,270,000),

For the three Frairie Frovinces the total value of the five
principal grain crops in 1948 is now estimated as follows, with the 1947 values
vithin brackets: Wheat 3488,890,000 (3424,450,000); oats $139,930,000 ($138,980,000);
barley $130,340,000 (3134,680,000); rye $30,606,000 (339,594,000); flaxseed
$63,115,000 (360,394,000). The total value of the five crops for the three provinces
amounts_to 852,881,000 in 1948 as compared with $798,098,000 in 1947,

The average prices received by farmers for the 1948 crops up to the
end of November are estimated as follows, with the prices of 1947 crops within
brackets: Cents per bushel - ‘/heat 140 (135); oats 70 (77); barley 94 (104); rye
139 (329); peas 292 (287); beans 417 (534); soy beans 235 (306); buckvheat 125 (117);
mixed grains 87 (93); flaxseed 382 (524); corn, shelled 139 (187); Cents per cwt. =
Potatoes 151 (220); turhips, mangels, etc. 91 (92); Dollars per tom - Hay und
clover 15,48 (15.51); alfalfa 16.72 (15.22); fodder corn 5.71 (5.08); grain hay
8.37 (6.86); sugar beets 9.71, initial payment (14.34).



FIRST ESTIMATE OF THE GROSS VALUE OF FIELD CROPS, IN CANADA, BY FPROVINCES, FOR 1948 AS
COMPARED TITH 1946 AND 1947

——

NQTE: Average prices are per bushel for graiﬁ crOpéjfper cwt. for potatoes,
turnips, mangels, etc., and per ton for hay, alfalfa, fodder corn and

sugar beets.,
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1/ Initial payment only.

1846 139 4% 1948
GQE o p Average Total Average Total Average Total
Price Value Frice Value Price Value

¢ 0003 3 000% 3 0005
CANADA
Wheat 1.35 551,861 1,35 455,436 1.40 550,427
Oats 0.58 213,786 0.7/ 215,072 @.70'" eI S0
Barley @77 114,670 1.04 146,553 0,94 144,648
Rye 2,23 19,681 3088 43,517 1,39 25,114
Peas, dry A 6,860 .87 5,138 208 4,283
Beans, dry 3.09 4,865 5,34 7 G 4,17 6,874
Soy beans 2.21 2,369 3,06 3,397 2.35 3,955
Buckwheat ¢:98 4,789 1.39 6,075 128 4,904
Mixed grains 0467 35,358 8.9% 52,635 087 60,081
Flaxseed 2790 19,178 5.24 64,155 3 88 66,358
Corn, shelled 1.06 11,769 1.87 12,506 1,59 17,218
Potatoes L.72 82,723 2.20 99,362 1 /80 83,881
Turnips, mangels, ete, 0.76 21,439 0.92 19,398 080 20, 61
Hay and clover 12.80 185,974 = 1bgal 281,154 15,48 248,248
Alfalfa 15.70 37,428 15.28 38,965 R 50,910
Fodder corn Aeal 16,713 5.08 19,654 Sueilide 9,334
Grain hay 6,25 10,092 6.86 9,264 B 10,080
dugar bects 2.49 9,189  14.34 8,684 9.71 Y “6,085
TOTAL Field Crops - 1,345,199 - 1,438,660 - 1,594,897
PRINCE EDHARD ISLAND
iheat 1.20 94 1.51 146 1:¥9 23
Oats 0.67 2,882 0,91 5,886 0.G6 3,958
Berley 083 248 1.04 3% J.gé 356
Ruckwhent 0.94 23 1.14 2 1,30 29
lilxed grains 0.70 1,331 0.85 2,090 0.98 2,487
Potatoes LJOF 6,124 1,77 10,395 1.03 6,503
Turnips, mangels, etc, 0.63 2,322 0.75 2,475 0,0 2,30€
Hay and clover 17.50 3,286 21.18 5,835 1% .42 6,787
Fodder corn 6,00 54 8,00 80 8.00 o6
TOT AL " 16,273 - 23,270 - 22,812



i'l" 184 6
T op Average Total

£9'4'7 1948
Average Total Average Total
Price Value Price Value Price Value
S 0003 S 0003 9 000%
NOJA_SCOITA
%heat 1,12 <8 1,355 34 1.82 58
Oats 0.75 1,916 D81 2,048 0 R < ,256
Barley 1.01 249 1,13 <15 1.28 264
Buxkwheat 1.07 46 L6 34 1,58 56
Mixed grains 0.84 12L 4.CB 148 1.02 202
Potatoes 1.87 5,296 2,29 4,186 1,45 4,019
Turnips, mangels, cte, 1.00 3,863 1,00 2,010 0.90 2,212
Hay and Clover 17.2 10,309 18.93 13, 705 17.48 14,228
Fodder corn €.25 56 6.25 50 6,25 62
COTLL Piclé Crops ~ 21,284 - Q2,450 - 23,545
NEI 3RUHSIICK
iheat d.37 47 1.589 75 1.68 127
Dats 0,66 4,174 0.88 5,373 0.85 6,040
3arley 0.95 309 1.12 376 1.28 429
Beans, dry 4,00 80 4,17 63 4,25 81
Buckwheat 1.13 466 L.28 493 1,49 500
lixed grains i 242 0.84 271 0.92 293
Potatoes 1.43 13,754 2.03 19,198 1,00 11,324
Turnips, mangels, ete, 0.60 1,760 0.85 1,838 0.80 1,290
Uay and clover 18ds 11,483 16,55 1€,565 16,00 16,208
Fodder corn 6,00 156 8.00 128 6,00 102
TOI'AL Field Crops - 32,471 - 44,178 - 26,894
QUEBEC
Wheat 1.28 486 1.56 507 i.84 874
Oats 0,69 R3,982 0.92 <1 ,008 01 &&, 817
Barley 0,90 2,473 L.21 3,491 1.19 4,190
Rye 1.07 135 1.32 164 1.51 <99
Feas, dry 3.64 1,103 5.96 836 3.95 1,043
Beens, dry 2 .86 7€4 4,56 701 4.46 o
', Buckwheat 1.01 1,643 1.R6 1,919 1.32 2,152
lilxed grains 0.83 5,550 0.98 5,457 1.09 10,1€9
k Fotatoes 1.85 21,080 R 47 26,078 1.45 22,026
f Turnips, mangels, etc. 1,00 4,169 1.1C 3,798 1.8 4,989
Hay and clover 12,96 T70,9TR 15,95 94,5456 17.00 95,268
Alfalfa 14,42 <,092 17,45 2,728 19,26 3,619
Fodder corn 8.10 4,703 7.40 5,876 7.08 6,960
Sugar bects 12,00 219 14,00 15% €.00 )/ 162
TOTAL Field Crops - 128,981 - 170,159 - 188,490

-

1/ Initial payment only.
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1946 oz w1 o N ra.48
RT Y P Average Total Average Total Average Total
Price Value Price Value Price Value
$ 000% $ 000% 3 000%
ONTARIO
Wheat 1,28 <1,388 1.42 5,985 r i) 5€,794
Dats 0.60 43,066 0,90 37,%41 C.80 61,382
Barley O o 8,280 1.13 6,980 1.8 8,556
Rye 1.98 2,742 2.56 5 687 1.8 4,182
Peas, dry 2,84 2,045 3.00 1,942 2.86 1,850
Beans, dry g2t 3,944 5.47 6,903 4,11 5,762
Soy beans 2,21 ©,369 3.06 3,397 ~ .58 2,955
Buckwheat 0.93 2,803 1.11 5,543 1.5¥ 2,156
Mixed grains 0,64 27,063 0.94 R3,793 0.95 45,288
Flaxseed 3.03 512 5.42 3,683 3.80 5,150
Corn, s helled 1,06 11,814 1.89 12,153 158 16,847
Potatoes 1:9¢ 21,168 2,38 21,658 1.80 22,000
Turnips, mengels, etc. 0.67 8,406 0.89 8,845 0.88 8,586
Hay and clover 11 ;6% 60,326 14.29 87,941 13,71 78,833
Alfelfa 12.88 a0 , 986 14.25 19,185 15,28 R7,855
Fodder corn 3,60 10,980 4.38 13,022 5.28 21,089
Sugar beets 13,70 3,184 13.70 2,261 10.00 1/ 1,960
TOTAL Field Crops - 249,587 - 282,489 - 370,264
MANITOBA
Theat 1.39 80,620 1.38 57,960 1.37 78,080
Oats 0.56 28,000 0,72 28,080 0.85 39,000
Barley 0.78 33,540 1,04 35,360 0,95 42,750
Rye Q.29 779 3.594 2,124 1.36 R,858
Peas, dry 2.85 1,744 < .40 1,049 2.30 626
Buckwheat 1.28 108 1.64 57 1.50 51
Mixed grains 0.59 248 0.80 246 0.84 513
Flaxseed 3.0Q 8,987 5.24 27,248 3.81 58,100
Shelled corn 0.94 253 1.40 353 1.25 371
Potatoes 1,59 2,147 1.67 3,028 1.53 2,300
Hay and clover 9.04 2,197 10,78 4,743 10,00 4,310
Alfalfa 12.94 1,307 13.05 2,584 14,00 29520
Fodder corn 7.78 327 7.00 823 7.00 490
Sugar beets e+ 11.08 1,080 2,55 813 9.10 1/ 73%
TOTAL Field Crops - 161,287 - 164,268 - 213,306
SASKATCHIL AN
Whest 1.34 _78,720 115§ 229,500 5 257,850
Oats 0,55 55,000 0.73 58,400 0.62 55,180
Barley 0.77 33,000 1.04 46,800 0.92 38,640
Rye e .87 9,091 3 40 fd,210 1.28 14,4900
Peas, dry 2.85 502 2,50 255 2.25 79
Mixed grains 0.65 104 0.74 70 0.82 104
Flaxseed 2.99 7,756 5.43 21,966 3.86 15,440
Potatoes 2,00 2,552 2.01 4,798 .19 4,733
Hay and clover 10,42 4,887 14,22 5,674 13.75 6,091
Alfalfa 13,93 2,688 16,72 2,859 17.25 4,002
Fodder corn 8.00 120 10.00 170 13.86 208
TOTAL Field Crops = 395,530 - 493,002 - 396,817

1/ Initial payment only.
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1946 L 99 1948

Cworp Average Total hverage Total Average Total

Price Value Price Value Price Value

$ 000% 3 000% 2 000%

ALBERTA
Wheat 1,31 168,370 L83 156,980 1,55 152,950
Oats 0.54 52,380 0.70 52,500 0.61 45,750
Barley 0.75 26,000 ) S 52,820 0.89 48,950
Rye 2,34 6,849 3.52 14,960 1.36 13,464
Peas, dry 3.00 942 R.66 591 2,585 528
Beans, dry 3.50 2l - - - -
Mixed grains 0.63 459 0,74 266 0.75 796
Flaxseed 2.98 1,892 5,20 11,180 2.83 9,575
Potatoes 1597 4,040 <.08 4,077 2,03 4,119
Hay and clover 10.89 11,108 13,90 13,553 14 .42 14,665
Alfalfa 18:47 6,010 14.64 6,544 17.37 6,748
Fodder corn 6.00 18 6,00 24 6.50 13
Grain hay 6.00 9,264 6.50 8,288 7480 8,400
Sugar beets 12.1€ 4,706 14,98 5,483 10,00 1/ 3,230
TOTAL Field Crops - 300,259 - 306,976 - 308,258
BRITISH COLUMBIA
dheat 1,33 4,108 1.43 4,241 1.40 3,443
Oats 0.55 2,446 0.75 2,936 0.75 2,592
Barley 0.85 461 1.04 527 1.06 514
Rye 1.9Q 55 3425 2 1.40 _7
Peas, dry R 452 524 R 475 3.60 148
Beans, dry 2,65 56 3.60 54 5,40 59
Mixed grains 0.69 240 0.80 294 0.94 319
Flaxseed 2.9 76 5,22 88 5.86 93
Potatoes 2,30 5,550 2.78 5,944 2,63 £,857
Turnips, mangels, etc, 1.30 51¢ 1.60 66 1.90 678
Hay and clover 19.28 9,837 21,53 10,593 26 .00 11,908
Alfalfa 19.44 4,530 21.00 5,061 26,50 6,122
Fodder corn 6.60 B% 7.598 <81 9.00 297
Grain hay 11,50 828 13.00 976 20,00 1,680
TOTAL Field Crops - 29,527 - 24,158 - 23,737

1/ Initial payment only.,
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