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December Estimate of Value of Field Crops 

Ottawa, December 13, 1951, 3 p.m. - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
issues today its preliminary estimate of the farm value of field crop production 
for 1951  and revised estimates of the values for 1950  and  1949.  It must be 
emphasized that the values per unit assigned to each crop in 1951 represent for 
the most part average prices received by farmers from August 1 the beginning of 
the crop yea tp to ntLd-November only. A further estimate, based on average 
prices during the first six months of the crop year, will be issued next February 
while a revised statement, based on prices during the entire crop year, will be 
released next December with the preliminary estimate of the value of 1952 field 
crops. For wheat, oats and barley of the 1951  crop in Western Canada, and for 
sugar beets in all provinces, only initial prices are considered in this release. 
The effect of additional payments will be taken into account in later revisions 
when the extent of these becomes known. 

Where monthly marketing data are available, the monthly average farm 
"ices have been weighted by marketings to give weighted average unit values for 
e period. The average values assied to all crops have been determined after 
)nsultation with the officials responsible for agricultural statistics in each 

of the provinces and after due consideration had been given to factors such as 
1ua1ity and grade. For some crops, price data have been supplied by processing 
companies. 

The values of 1950 field crops have been revised, wherever possible, 
on the basis of weighted average prices for the crop year 1950-51  (August,  1950-
July 1951). Effect has been given to final payments made on the 1950 Western 
wheat, oats and barley crops and on sugar beets in all provinces. It should be 
noted that the estimates in this report do not represent cash incme received 
from sales but are gross values of farm production. Several crops such as 
mixed grains and fodder corn are utilized almost wholly on farms where grown, 
average unit prices being determined from the relatively small quantities sold 
commercially and then applied to the entire production of each crop to give its 
estimated value. 

Summary 

The gross value of principal field crops produced on Canadian farms in 
1951, based on prices during the August-November period, is estimated at 1,856 
million dollars. When additional payrrnts and price adjustments for the remain-
der of the crop year are taken into consideration, this value may well exceed 
the two billion dollar level for the first time in history. The preliminary 
estimate, covering 20 different crops, is already slightly above the 1950  revised 
total of 1,854 million dollars. 

Direct comparison between these totals for the two years, however, does 
:t give a true picture of the increase in value of this year's crops since the 
.50 total inclodes final pavments on the Western Canadian wheat, oats and barley 
rops while the 1951 total is based on initial pa'inents only for those crops and 

also for sugar beets. This means, in effect, that estimates for the current 
year's crops are subject to revision not only due to whatever additional payments 



may be made on Western wheat, oats and barley but also to other adjustments that 
may be necessary through changes in price and/or production estimates for these 
and other crops. 

A more realistic appraisal of the potential value of this year's crops 
relative to those of 1950 may be obtained by comparing the preliminary value of 
the 1951 crops with the corresponding figures for 1950  as published a year ago. 
At that time initial payments on Western grains were, with minor exceptions, at 
the same levels as are currently being made. All provinces except Quebec 
registered gains this year as compared with last years  prelininary values, with 
the all-Canada total showing an increase of 25 per cent. Even when the preliminary 
estimates of value for 1951  are compared with the final figures for 1950, only 
Quebec, Manitoba and Saskatchewan are below last year's levels. Indicated 
increases in value over last year are due primarily to increasel production, 
although prices for some crops are also hier. Prominent in the latter group are 
potatoes where a increase in the average price from $0.77 per bushel for the 
1950 crop to $1.39 per bushel for the current crop has more than offset a reduc-
tion of almost 30 million bushels in this year's crop. 

Values of Field Crop Production, by Provinces, 1950  and 1951 

Revised 	. 	Increase(+) or Decrease(-) in 
Preliminary Value 

Province 	Value 	Preliminary Value of 1951  crop / 

	

000 	4 000 	$ 000 	000 	per cent 

P.E.I. 	.... 20030 17,825 24,098 + 	6,273 + 35.2 
N.S. 	...... 23,877 23,413 25,176 + 	1,763 + 	7.5 
LB. 	...... 28,948 25,360 43,404 + 	18,044 + 71.1 
Que. 	...... 211,802 218,429 203,732 - 	14,697  
Ont. 	...... 423,874 3881257 431,877 + 	43,620 • 11.2 
Man. 	...... 225,834 162,664 168,887 + 	6,223 + 	3, 
Sask. 	...,. 541,833 7  369,214 536,155 + 166,941 + 4.2 
Alta. 	..... 347,399 249,823 385050 + 135,527 + 54.2 
B.C. 	...... 30,474 27,916 37065 + 	9,449 + 33.8 
Canada .... 	l,854,3 1,482,901 1,856,044 + 373,143 + 25.2 
i/As published December 14, 1950. 	/ As compared with preliminary value of 1950 

crop. 
Revised values for the principal Canadian field crops grown in 1950 

indicate a new record, excluding the current crop, of 1,854 million dollars, 
compared with the 1949 level of 1,579 million and the previous record of 1,721 
million dollars in 1948. 

Revised Gross Value of Canadian Field Crop Production, 1931-1950 J 
and Preliminary Value, 1951 

Year Gross Value Year Gross Value Year Gross Value 

000 $000 $000 

1931 ..... 	432,199 1938 ..... 	550,069 1945 	..... 1,295,524 
1932 ..... 	452,527 1939 ..... 	685,839 1946 ..... 1,457,572 
1933 ..... 	453,598 1940 ..... 	704,364 1947 ..... 1 1 559,486 
1934 ..... 	549,080 1941 ..... 	704 2 837 1948 ..... 1,720,715 
1935 ..... 	511,873 1942 ..... 	1,223,684 1949 	..... 1,579,287 
1936 ..... 	612000 1943 ..... 	1,190,749 1950 	..... 1,854,371 
1937 ..... 	556,222 1944 ..... 	1089 1 110 1951 	..... 1,856,044  

/ Revisions include the effect of final pa'rments on all crops up to and includir 
1950. Values of the sunf1oter seed and rapeseed crops have been included in 
this series for the first time. 
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Preliminary Estimate of tie ross Iulue of Field Crops in Canada, by Provinces, 1951 
as Coiupareo iitii Revised stiotes for 1950  and  1949 

Ji: iverage prices are 1.cr bu3ke1 for grain crops arid ;;otatoes, per pound for 
sunflo.ver seed aria raposeed, I.er ndredieit for field roots arid per ton 
for f'odder crops and suar beets. 

1 9 4 9 	 1 5 5 0 	 19 5 1 

a r p 	
kevised 	 Revised 1/ 	Preliminary / 

tiverue 	Total 	vorae 	Total 	ttverao,e 	Total 
Price 	Ia1ue 	Price 	Value 	Price 	Value 

'000 	 '000 

41eat 1.bl 599,485 1.54 712,210 1.16 / b51,9b5 	/ Oats 0.79 251,045 0.79 331,015 0.u3 2/ 311,b04 	/ Barley 1.30  157,124 1.13 193,o58  U.79 / 200,43b 	/ 
I-ye 1.23 12,294 1.33 17,o97 1.50 27,084 
iixed grains 0.99 55,627 1.02 75,975 1.00 79,870 

Corn, shelled 1.29 17,552 1.0 22,157 1.79 28 9 084 
Buckwieat 1.24 4,422 1.3) 5,29u 1.28 5,101 
1-eas, dry 2.83 2,b53 3.26 2,o44 3.18 2,713 
Beans, dry 3.45 t,092 4.78  6,453 4.25 5,910 
Potatoes 0.93 83,255 0.77 74,970 1.39 93,474 
?laxseed 3.31 7,570 3.47 16,260 3.93 3o,204 
oybeans 2.26 5,887 2.55 8,474 2.75 12 9 009 
Junflower seed 0.040  1,052 0.048 4771 -ø5Of' 
apeseed 0.050  850 0.038 16! 0.035 249 

:'ield roots 1.22 23,938 0.95 21,881 0.95 20,107 
ay and clover 19.61 237,744 18.11 233,900 14.65 252,642 
t1falfa 21.15 55,031 19.70 63,a75 17.bO o7,400 
'odder corn 0.32 34,u15 5.41 34,746 4.92 45,222 
rain 	ay 12.30 11,301 13.07 12.2 25,157 

3uar beets 1J.u8 11,750 16.28 lE, 10.21 / 10,491 j 

Totals - 1,579,287 - l,854,3 - 1,856,044 

PL'ThCE E1Y.jLD IJLdD 

.1eat 1.25 278 1.80 337 1.87 439 
Oats 0.82 3,o14 0.88 1,375 0.76 3,235 
Barley 1.17 394 1.24 527 1.14 496 
hixed grains 0.98 2,793 1.00 3,b89 0.84 2,873 
Buckwheat 1.25 29 1.139 33 1.28 15 
Potatoes 0.61 8,287 0.40 4,600 1.39 8,729 
Fiela roots 1.17 4,201 0.78 2,757 0.74 3,00 
nay and clover 13.00 5,850 13.25 3,896 12.25 5,170 
Fodder corn 8.00 80 10.50 11 9.00 72 

ta1s - 25,526 - 20,330 - 
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Lrop 

1949 
devised 1/ 

4Lverae 	Total 

Price 	- 	Value 

195 0  
devised j 

itverue 	Total 

Price 	Value 

1951 
Ereliiinary 4 - 

verae 	rjIOtu 

Price 	- 	Va1u 

'000 4 '000 
NOVA 3C0T1A 

•;Lieat 1.72 76 1.71 78 1.90 101 
Oats 0.92 2,558 1.01 3,201 1.03 3,202 
Barley 1.26 295 1.30  370 1.34 330 
kdxed grains 1.04 249 1.19 387 1.20 509 
Buckheat 1.43 40 1.47 25 1.50 30 
Potatoes 0.92 4,453 u.70 3,o4o 1.58 5,318 
Field roots 1.30 3,123 1.15 3,243 1.15 3,320 
hay and clover 16.50  11,010 18.00 12,852 16.00 12,288 

Fodder corn 0.25 o2 6.25 75 6.50  72 

Totals - 22,472 - 23,877 - - 25,170 

NE'I BU3ICK 
dheat 1.66 149 1.74 157 1.89 238 

Oats 0.86 0,014 0.90 7,452 0.83 o,213 
Barley 1.27 552 1.30  859 1.20 941 
Mixed grains 0.91 340 1.10 714 0.96 740 
Buckwheat 1.28 489 1.34 635 1.23 465 
Beans, dry 4.75 119 4.75 61 5.50  60 
Potatoes 0.60 11,298 0.40 6,652 1.50 10 ,6. 
Field roots 1.20 2,243 1.04 1,872 1.20 2,o, 

hay and clover 14.50 11,632 16.50 10 1 230 14.00 15,3'4 
'odder corn 6.00 84 u.00 96 u.50 

Totals 	- 	33,120 	- 	28,948 	- 	43,404 

IL 

cUEBbC 

at 

Oats 

Barley 

xy e 

Lixed grains 

Buck neat 
Peas, dry 

Beans, dry 
Potatoes 

1'ie1d roots 

nay jrjd clover 
klfalfa 

Fodder corn 

3ugar beets 

Totals 

1.83 6 5u 1.78 1,230  1.8b 1,215 
33,817 0.99 50,114 0.97 50,196 

1.25 3,750 1.33 5,752 1.29 5,399 
1.52 336 1.64 428 1.60 528 
1.17 9 1 491 1.33 10,320  1,24 15, 6 o7 
1.25 1,995 1.39 2,uu3 1.39 2,478 
4.00 888 4.37 1 1 084 4.10 1,u50 
4.50 702 4.63 732 4.70 7a1 
0.94 20,053 0.81 21,222 1.34 2o,43o 
1.25 4,976 0.95 4,585 0.96 4,116 

21.70 102,098 20.00 91,880 14.00 84,784 
24.30  4,641 22.00 4,488 16.00 4,112 
8.00 8,864 u.70 9,333 o.0O u,324 

13.00 892 13.00 1,911 7.00 2/ 664 	/ 
- 193,3o1 - 211,802 - u3,732 
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r 
r 

1949 
Levised 

Total 
irice 	Value 

- 

1950 
revieci 	J 

verace 	Total 
Price 	Value 

1951 
fteliniinary 

vrce 
i -rice 

&' 
Total 

- 	 Value 
., 	 000 4 '000 ., .4 	'000 

dheat 1.77 45,24 1.78 55,595 2.uO 53,012 
Oats 0.84 b0,452 0.90 8o,567 0.81 80,735 
Barley 1.25 8,05 1.30  10,822 1.24 10,476 
1ye 1.33 2,9o1 1.40 2,598 1.uO 2,526 
ki.ixed 	rains 0.97 41,4o6 0.90 52,710 0.97 57,30b 
Corn, se11ed 1.30 17,030 1.02 21,787 1.80 27,949 
Buck - neat 1.21 1,626 1.25 1,839 1.18 2,015 
Peas, dry 2.47 90 3.00 . 	 849 3.12 711 
Beans, dry 3.32 5,239 4.80 5,606 4.18 5,054 
kotatoes 1.12 2U,9& u.97 21,045 1.44 20,275 
Floxseed 3.30 o47 3.45 1,259 4.15 3,162 
3oybeans 2.26 5,887 2.55 8,474 2.75 12,009 
l"ield roots 1.18 8,753 0.90 8,810 0.86 o,424 
iay and clover 21.15 78,L22 18.00 81,102 14.59 95,200 
1falfa 22.39 j1,j7) 19.70 34,889 10.10 34,341 

Fooder corn 5.80 24,244 4.93 2.3,84u 4.50 17,o22 
3uar beets 13.al 4,5a5 15.57 u,010 9.00 	/ 3,ObO 	J 

jotals - 359,256 - 423,874 - 431,877 

1.o3 84,70 1.02 81,000 1.15 	/ 59,800 	/ 
Oats 0.77 40,810 0.72 50,400 u.52 	/ 31,200 
.arley 1.40 5,00 1.14 o2,700 0.80 	/ 44,800 	/ 
ye 1.19 892 1.31 1,703 1.45 986 
:ixed 	-rains 0.78 349 0.90 621 0.7b 486 
Corn, shelled 0.95 522 0.95 370 1.00 135 
Buckwieat 1.35 43 1.35 101 1.15 98 
Peas, dry 1.95 234 2.05 238 2.50 380 
Potatoes 1.18 3,477 0.90 3,591 0.94 2,950 
Fluxseed 3.32 3,052 3.44 9,97b 3.87 17,415 
3unf1oer seed 0.040 1,052  0.048 477/ 0.050 322 
i-lay and clover 12.20 4,148  12.00 7,092 10.00 4,2b0 
1tlfa1 Ia 15.85 2,980 16.00 4,480 14.00 3,752 
Fodder corn 8.00 7o8 8.00 760 8.00 570 
3war beets 14.33 1,817 15.50 2,325 9.70 	/ 1,727 	/ 
Totals - 201,504 - 225,834 - 168,887 

33KTtii 	N 
.Let 1.01 299,460  1.49 387,400 1.11 	J 305,190 	/ 
vats 0.74 62,900 0.09 77,280 0.51 	/ 71,400 	/ 
Barley 1.28 42,240 1.10 50 1 600 0.76 	/ 58,520 	/ 
Rye 1.20 5,280 1.30  8,000 1.51 14,043 
lixed 	rains 0.76 . 	92 0.88 114 0.76 214 
Peas, dry 2.30 101 2.30  28 2.30 46 
Potatoes 1.47 3,788 1.14 3,762 1.20 4,087 
Flexseed 3.31 2 ,152  3.55 3,550 /  3.97 10,719 
apeseed 0.050 850 0.038 by 0.035 249 
a:I ond clover 14.00 4,o34 12.00 5,556 14.00 o,454 

.-lfalfa 17.35 3,782 1o.50 5,346 17.00  5,185 
odder corn 13.75 124 11.00 121 12.00 48 

-_riOtulS - 425,40 3 - 541,833 - 530,155 
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1949 	 l 	50 	 1951 
Revised / 	Revised/ 	1're1iiinary / 	I C r 	p 	.verage 	Total 	iverage 	Total 	iverage 	niot al 

Price 	Value 	Price 	Value 	Price 	Value 
000 	j '000 	f 

iLBJRTA 

dneat 1.57 lol,710 1 .5 6  182,520 1.11 / loo,500 2/ 
Oats 0.72 37,440 0.69 49,680 0.51 / o2,730 / 
Barley 1.24 44,040 1.10 61 1 00 0.75 ,/ 78,750 / 
ye 1.17 2,808 1.32  4,884 1.47 

Lixed orains 0.74 511 0.89 9u4 0.72 1,oa5 
Peas, dry 3.50  298 2.85 208 2.40 274 
Potatoes 1.73 4,247 1.17 4,967 1.24 3,992 
Flaxseed 3.30 990 3.50 1,400 3,94 

4,728 
nay and clover lb.00 10,040 16.00 11,o80 16.00 18,016 
1fa1fa 19.00 6,004 20.00 8,440 19. 00 11,628 
?odder corn 7.00 21 7.50  75 7.50 20 
Grain hay 12.00 10,080 12.50 12,çQ 12.00 23,040 
3ugar beets 13.65 4,470 •18. 8, 12.00 / 5,040 / 
Totals - 283,8b5 - 347, - 385,350 

BRfl1 1d 0LU.:9L 

.heat 1.69 6,572 1.01 3,893 1.43 2/ 5,470 2, 
Oats 0.82 3,440 0.72 1,946 0.67 il 2 ,u93 2 
Barley 1.25 618 1.15 428 0.87 21 724 
1ye 1.20 17 1.48 24 1.35 34 
1ixed grains 0.97 33o 0.98 390 0.95 410 
Peas, dry 2.25 ibo 3.00 177 3.00 252 
Beans, dry 4.50 32 4,80 34 5.00 35 
Potatoes 1.71 6,a86 1.40 5,285 1.75 5,040 
Flaxseed 3.40 129 3.57 75 3.60 180 
Field roots 2.00 640 1.90 o14 2.00 540 
iiay and clover 21.10 8,904 24.00 9,552 31.00 11,098 
1fu1fa 21.65 5,651 26,00 6 9 032 33.00 8,382 

Fodder corn 8.00 368 9.00 324 10.00 390 
'rain hay 16.50 1,221 20.00 1,700 29.00 2,117 

Totals - 34,780 - 30,474 - 37,365 

1/ Includes final payments on ,estern Canauian v.heat, oats and barley. 

2/ Based on initial pay;ents only for estern Canadian wheat, oats and barley, and 
for su gar beets in all provinces; subject to upward revision iien interim and 
final payxcnts become known. 
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