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Ottawa, August 9, 1937, 4 p.m. - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 1issues
to-day a bulletin compiled from the returns of crop correspondents giving (1) the
condition of field ¢rops oun July 31, expressed numerically in percentages of the long-
time average; (2) a preliminary estimate of the yicld of fall wheat, fall rye and
alfalfa (first cutting); anad (3) estimates of the acreage sown to the five principal
grain crops in the Praisia Provinces, as shown by the annual June survey.

SURMILLRY

The condition of the spring wheat crop in Canada on July 31, 1937, was
only 35 per cent of the long-tim: average yield per acre compared with 51 per cent on
June 30, 1937, and 45 pPer cent oa Tuly 31, 1936, The current condition figure for
epring wheat is the lowest in 30 years of continuous records. With the exception of
spring rye and flaxseed, other coarse grains including oats at 60 per cent and barley
at 63 per cent showed slightly bvetter prospects on July 31, 1937, than on the same date
@ year ago. This was due to *he comparatively better conditions in Ontario, Manitoba
and Alberta. Compared with June 30, 1937, the céadition figures for practically all
grains on July 31 were lower.

The fall wheat crop in Ontario is estimated at 17,248,000 bushels, which
is an increase of nearly 5 million bushels over tie small crop of 1936, Fall rye in
the whole of Canada is placed at 4,276,000 bushels, an increase of more than a million
bushels over last year's production. Ths first cutting of alfalfa is slightly higher
this year at 1,520,000 vushels,

According to the resuits of the June survey, the sown area of spring
wheat in the Prairie Provinces in 1937 is 24,592,000 acres, which is an increase of
only 77,000 acres over the 1936 area. In Alberta, reductions in the dry southern
districts at seeding time were more than offset by increases in the central and northern
districts, 1In Saskatchewan, reduced wheat seedings in the south lowered the total area
for the province below that of 1936. The wheat acreage increased Mmoderately in Manitoba,
The totsl oats acreage in the Prairie Provincas also shows a slight increase over that
of last year. Both wheat and oets gained at the expense of the barley area which shows
a reduction of over 157,000 geres below the varley area in 1936.

In the Maritime provinces good prospects were well maintained during the
month of July. Spring grains helé theirp o, Pastures showed & slight decline as a
result of dry weather but ithe potato crop in Prince Edwerd Island and New Brunswick
gained a little. With favourable wcather conditions throughout the month, the con-
dition of grain crops in Quebec is well up to average. The potato crop promises some
increase over last year, while hay and clover vielded smaller crops. Pastures have
stood up well,

The situation in Onsario is in sharp contrast to that of last year when
the province suffered from severe drought. All crops showed marked improvement and
there has been practically no reduction from the ample prospects evident a month ago.
Apart from the seasoaal deeline in pastures which is usual during the hot weather, peas
and buckwheat arc the only crops showing a perceptible decline from the condition figures
ehown at the end of June. In Northern Ontario, crops were retarded by dry weather which
was broken by good rains around the middle of the month,

Conditions in Manitoba are decidedly better than in the last season, While
most crops show moderately lowered condition Tigures as compared with June 30, grain
Crop prospects are still not far below the long-time average. Ample supplies of feed
and forage seem assurcd. In Saskatchewan there has bogn no significant relief from the
record-breaking drought which has prevailed over most of the province. As a consequence
all the crops have dropped still further to establish all-time low levels, Spring wheat
prospects tumbled from 34 per cent of the long-time average indicated at the end of June
to the emazingly low figure of l4 per cent, while other grains followed the same trend,
Feed supplies are very short. Alberta's outlook is moderately better than last year,
although the condition of the rincipal grain crops has been lowered during July. Minor
crops and pastures, however, have shown a slight improvement during the month.

¥While all crops in British Columbia are promising, condition figures are
& little below the high points registercd a year ago. Hay and pastures are the only
exceptions to the general trenc and in these cases the figures are practically equal to
those of July 31, 1936,
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pel Grain Crops in the Prairie Provinces in 1937,

As Compared with 1936,

Yeer Wheat Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed
acres acres acres acres acres

Manitoba ol 2 2,566,000 1,441,000 1,384,000 93,000 88,000
~ -TOUY 2,872,000 1,410,000 1,393,000 135,200 38,300
Sagkatchewan - 1936 14,596,000 4,610,000 1,299,000 326,600 354,30C
o 1 13,893,000 4,380,000 1,174,000 518,000 175,000
Alberta 1998 7,360,000 2,454,000 1,036,000 151 ;900 73000
T 299V 7,834,000 2,789,000 995,300 155,000 20,000

TOTAL - Prairie
Province - 1936 24,522,000 8,505,000 3,719,000 571,500 459,300
< 19EP 24,599,000 8,579,000 3,562,300 808,200 233,300
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CHARTS SHOWING THE CONDITION OF SPRING HEAT IN THE PRATRIE PROVINCES
AT JULY 31, AND JUNE 30, 1937, 4ND JULY 31, 1936.

On the last threc pages of this ruport, charts are reproduced to picture
"hhe ocondition of spring wheat the above-mentioned dates. The patterns for the same
ranges of condition ere identical, facilitating direct comparisons between the charts,

Following upon the unprecedented crop deterioration during June in
Saskatchewan and Alberte, further declines occurrcd during July, while Manitoba suffored
a comparatively modest decline in condition. Compared with prospects of a ycar ago,
both Manitoba and Alberta as a whole were showing bettcr condition at July 31, this
year, but Saskatchewan was heavily the reverse. Taking the Prairie Frovinces as a whole,
the average condition figure was 35 on July 31 this yecar, comparcd with 51 a month
earlier, and 45 on July 31, 1936. For the ninth successive year, the wheet prospccts
in the Prairie Provinces have bcen poorer at the end of July than at the end of June.

The loss 6f condition this July is due to the continucd drought
accompanied by cxoessive heat during the esrly days of the month, Reins rusousd the
Manitoba crop toward the end of the sccond week in July, but not without considerable
loss in the western districts. A weck later Albecrte was favoured with rains which
thwarted a more scrious crop disester, while seettercd points in Saskatechewan also
received gencrous precipitation which was much too late, however, to cffect any
improvement in the wheat prospects in the South, and too late to avert serious further
loss in the northern and north-cestern districts.

Manitobg -

Drought made its heaviest inroad in the districts bordering the
Saskatchewan boundary. District 1 declined from 106 to 92 between June 30 and July 31
while District 7 dropped from 101 to 77; Distriect 10 from 93 to 855 and Distriet 13
fell from 88 to 63. In the Red River Valley and in the districts north, around and
south of Brandon conditions depreciated more modostly. While rust ‘threatened the
susceptible variecties in thesec areas, and will still do damage to the late-sown fields,
it is no longer a2 major menace beucause of the early maturity this season,

?

Saskatchewan -

The provincial condition figure of 14 on July 31 is eloquent of the
crop disaster in that province, Districts Ja, 3b and 4 in the south show a complete
crop fallure, while Districts 2 and 6 in central Sasketchewan will harvest wheat only
in scattercd areas. Heat and drought in July combined to reducc conditions in the re-

maining northern end eastern districts to approximately half their level at the end
of June,

Crop District 8 which shows the most hopecful prospects in the province,
dropped from 81 per cent of the long-time average on June 30 %o 46 pcr cent at the
end of July,

Alberta -

While prospccts are quite varied throughout the province, the average
condition figure of 51 at July 31 represents a further decline of 12 points since
June 30, With the cxception of July 31, 1936, when the provineial figure dropped to
40, the outlock at July 31 this year was the poorest on record, July rains brought about
an improvement in Districts 3, 13, and 14, while Districts 2, 9, 11, 12 and 17 suffercd
very little loss during the month. Eest-central Alberta, already badly affected by
drought, came through the month the most poorly, with only seced and fecd in prospect

in Districts 5 and 7. Districts 4 and 6, south of and around Calgary declined during
the month and will harvest only half a crop.
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1. - Condition of Field Crops at July 31, 1937, as compared with May 31, and June 30,
1937, and with July 21, 1936, (100 = long-time average yield per acre),
July May June  July July May June July

Field Crops 31 31 30 31 Field Crops 31 31 30 31

a6 o D8 - 1989 (1837 1936 .| IB&T,K 1987 098¢
PEra re. B.c. e P.c. P.Ce P.C. p.c.

Canada - Ontario -

“Spring wheat 45 85 51 35 TSpring wheat 80 92 94 94
Oats 57 90 73 60  Oats 76 91 97 96
Barley 56 93 79 63  Barley 76 91 96 96
Spring rye 49 83 48 40  Peas 61 92 97 85
Peas 70 93 97 87 Beans 83 - 91 91
Beans 84 - 91 91 Buckwheat 63 - 96 91
Buckwheat 80 - 96 94 Mixed grains 75 92 99 98
Mixed grains ol 92 O 96 Flaxseed 73 - 96 gif
Flaxseed 45 - 44 28  Corn for husking 82 87 89
Corn for husking 82 - 87 89  Potatoes 70 - 98 96
Potatoes 81 - 94 92 Turaips, ete, 68 - 99 98
Turnips, etec. 81 - 98 97  Hay and clover 86 87 93 104
Hey and clover 24 S0 90 98 Fodder corn 81 - 92 94
Fodder corn 79 = 92 93  Sugar beets 84 - 98 97
Sugar beets 75 = 92 93  Pasture 61 92 103 96
Pasture 82 $2 96 91 1mnitoba -

P, E, Island - “Spring wheat 61 101 102 80
Spring wheat 73 89 95 101 Qats 52 97 98 84
Oats 101 94 988 98  Barley 65 96 98 84
Barley 98 99 100 99  Spring rye 61 96 96 84
Buckwheat 95 - 96 100  Peas 68 106 98 91
Mixed grains 104 94 103 100  Buckwhesat 70 - 95 98
Potatoes 96 - 93 95 Mixed grains 65 96 100 89
Turnips, ete, 100 - 104 98  Flaxseed 60 - 94 87
Hey and clover 113 104 96 109  potatoes 65 - 99 91
Fodder ocorn 89 ® 97 91  Turnips, ete. 59 - 97 92
Pasture 109 105 107 99  Hay and clover 83 92 96 87

Nova Scotia - Fodder corn ik - 96 93
Spring wheat 96 95 83 93 Pasture 62 97 102 87
Oats 102 94 96 95 Saskatchewan -

Barley 100 91 96 93 “Spring wheat 45 78 34 14
Buckwheat 96 - 94 96  Oats 41 84 45 17
Mixed grains 103 96 96 93  Barley 49 89 56 22
Potatoes ) - 96 96  Spring rye 45 9 37 21,
Turnips, ete, 98 - 96 96  Peas 31 85 43 18
Haey and clover 110 100 106 106 Eeans v 32 = 50 22
S oo 96 - 92 o0 HRE . o s i S o 13
Pasture 106 99 106 98 Potatoes 59 - 68 48

New Brunswick - Turnips, etec, 58 - 76 42
Spring wheat 98 96 94 87 gagdand clover Zg 78 gé gg
Oats 101 87 o9g 86 rodder corn -

Barley v RN TSP 2 e N S
Beans 99 § 95 9 —Spring wheat 40 93 63 51
Buckwheat 96 = 98 95  oats 41 92 65 54
Mixed grains o8 100 93 87 Barley 45 94 68 57
Potatoes 99 - 97 88  Spring rye 40 83 46 45
Turnips eto ot i, g9 96 Peas 45 90 76 82
: P8, P Beans 32 - 73 86
rIay and clover 108 94 93 95 Mixed grains 43 88 67 63
Fodder corn 96 - 95 893 Flaxseed 34 - 49 48
Pasture 106 95 96 94 Potatoes 59 - 80 80

Quebec - Turnips, etc. 59 - U 80
“Spring wheat 92 91 94 g7 Hey and clover 64 84 61 56
Oats 94 92 98 95 FOdder corn 38 - 61 63
Barl 98 89 96 94 Sugar beets 58 - 79 87

-k Pasture 52 80 61 83

Spri 98 95 94 o7 ; -

N rye British Columbia -

Peas 94 95 39 95 —SpFimg Whes 95 96 95 93

Beans 97 - 96 94 oata 98 94 93 92

e B R TR SR B

e - LA e . e TR 108 95 98 o4

Beans 102 - 99 95

Potatoes 9¢ 7 99 101 wixeq grains 99 94 95 95

Turnips, ete. 100 - 97 98 Flaxseed 99 - 100 95

Hay and clover 101 91 89 87 gzﬁiggzs L gg - gg gi

& ’ . -

i::iz;ecorn gi 92 gg gg Hay and clover 99 95 Q99 99

v Fodder corn 27 - 90 92

Pasture 94 98 100 96
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WITH PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE OF ACREAGE

CONDITION OF SPRING WHEAT IN THE
PRAIRIE PROVINCES BY CROP DISTRICTS
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CONDITION OF SPRING WHEAT IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES

BY CROP DISTRICTS
JULY 31, 1936
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