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Value of Canadian Field Crops, 1940 

Ottawa, December 11, 1940, 3 p.m.- The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
issues today a bulletin giving by provinces the first estimate of the farm value of 
field crop production for 1940 as compared with the values for 1938 and 1939. The 
values per unit assigned to each crop represent average prices received by farmers up 
to the end of November and have been determined by the Bureau after consultation with 
the prvincia1 Departments of Agriculture. It should be observed that these estimates 
are subject to revision and that they do not represent cash income received from sales 
but are gross values of farm production. Several of the crops, such as mixed grains, 
turnips, fodder corn etc., are almost wholly utilized on the farms on which they 
are grown. 

Summary 

The principal field crops produced in Canada in 1940 have a gross value 
of $648,286,000 which is 3 per cent below the revised gross value of the 1939 production, 
which amounted to 669,672,000, Apart from 1939, the 1940 value of field crops was 
the highest since 1930 when field crop production was valued at ,662,040,900. Annual 
conipariaons of the value of field crop production since 1930 are as follows: 

Dollars 

1930 ......... 662,040,900 
1931 ..ot 	 o  435,966,400 

452,526,900 
1933 .......... 453,598,000 
1934 ..... 549,079,600 
1935 ............ 511,872,900 

612,300,400 
1937 ............. 556,222,000 
1938......, ..... 550,069,000 
1939 669,672,000 
1940...........,.. 648,286,000 

Considering individual commodities, the 1940 wheat crop in Canada is 
valued at 4280,582,000, as compared with $265,656,000 in 1939. The increased production 
this year more than offset a decline in the average farm price from 54 cents per bushel 
on the 1939 crop to 51 cents on the 1940 crop. While oats and barley production were 
slightly increased in 1940 compared with 1939, the average farm price of oats was reduced 
from 30 cents per bushel in the past crop year to 26 cents in the present season. The 
average barley price was similarly reduced from 34 cents to 29 cents. This resulted in 
a 15,297,000 reduction in the value of the oats crop which is placed at $99,546,000 for 
1940, while the barley crop was reduced $4,731,000 in value to•3O,693,O00. The value rf 
the rye crop was also reduced by $2,222,000 to $4 P 201,000. 11though the price of flax-
seed is substantially lower for the 1940 crop than for 1939, increased preduction of 
flaxseed this year raised the value of the crop by $487,000 to 3,546,000. 

A decline in the average farm price of potatoes from $1.13 per cwt. In 
1939 to 84 cents in 1940 resulted in a lower valuation of the 1940 crop at $35,169,000 
compared with $41,065,000 in 1939. Mixed grains valued at 16,335,000 In 1940 shCwed a 
reduction of $2,562,000 from 1939. Hay and clover at $107,713,000 also showed a reductizn 
of $4,592,000 c'mpared with last year. Beans, buckwheat, corn for husking, turnips and 
fodder crn also show reductions. on the other hand, peas, alfalfa, grain hay and sugar 
beets show improved values for 1940 as compared with those in 1939. Only the factory 
initial payments for the 1940 crop of sugar beets are available at the present time. 
When the final payments are made, the 1940 value of sugar beet production 	ia.rbeaised correspondingly. 
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The following table shows the values of field crop production for 1940 and 
1939 by provinces, together with the changes in value in dollars and in percentages: 

- 	Total Values 	Increase (+) or 
1939 	1940 	Decrease (-) in Value 

Dollars 	Dollars 	Dollars 	Percentages 

Prince Edward Island 	10,798,000 	8,289,000 	1, 2509,000 	23 
Nova Scotia ......... 	13,145,000 	13269,000 	+ 	124,000 	+ 	1 
New Brunswick ..,......, 	20,641,000 	20,542,000 	- 	99,000 	- 	0.5 
Quebec ......... 	92,740 ) 000 	87,249000 	- 	5,491,000 	- 	6 
Ontario ...............156,260,000 	139,254,000 	- 171006,000 	- 11 
Manitoba ..............61,358,000 	611957,000 	+ 	599,000 	+ 	1 Saskatchewan ......... 	179,255,000 	167,014,000 	- 12,241,000 	- 	7 
Alberta ........., 	121,132,000 	136,225,000 	+ 15 1 093,000 	+ 12 
British Columbia 	14,343 000 	14,487,000 	+ 	144,000 	+ 1 

CANADA . ...............669672,000 	648286,000 	- 21,386,000 	- 	3 

J. decline of 3 per cent 'ceurred in the total gross value of the Canadian 
field crop prcuction in 1940 as compared with that of 1939 By prcvinoes, declines 
in the 1940 values occurred in Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Q,uebec, Ontario, 
and Saskatchewan. A decline in the prices of potat es and oats reduced values in 
Prince Edward Island. N'va Scotia and New Brunswick values were practically unchanged, 
with increased production offsetting declines in prices. SoInLwhat lower prices for 
the majority of field crops in Q.uebcc and Ontai:i.N reduced 1940 values in these provinces. 
Manitoba showed a sli.ht1y more favourable total value this year, while Saskatchewanrs 
total field crop values were down 7 per cent, mainly due to a reduction in the prices 
for coarse grains. Alberta values were up by 12 per cent in 1940 as compared with those 
of 1939. Production increases of wheat and coarse grains more thaii ffset the influence 
of lower prices this year. British Columbia va1ues,. ;  practically unchanged from lest year. 

The total value of all field crops in Canada in 1940 Is ncw c.etlmated at 
648,286,0oo as compared with 669672,000 in 1939 	The total is made up of the 

follwing items, with the 1939 valu€s within brackets: Wheat $280 1 582,000 (265,656,000); 
'-ats $99,546,000 ($114,843,000); barley ?302693,O00 (35,424 2 Oc0); rye $4,201,000 
($6,423,000); peas $2,647,COO ($2,350,000); beans 2,685,00O ($3,1 38)000); buckwheat $3,613,000 ($4 ,1030000); mixed grains $16,335,000 ($1 8 ,91 7 ,000); flaxseed :3,546,000 
($3 , 05 9 1 000); corn ftr husking $3598,000 ($ 4 , 453 000); ptatoes 335,169,000 
($41 ) 065,000); turnips, etc $13 1 368,000 (14127 2 000); hay and o1ver 4107,713,000 
(112,305,000); alfalfa 19,436,000 ($1 8 ; 854 ,000); fudder corn 1 2 ,181 3 000(13,666 0 000); grain hay $8,1861000 ($6 , 71 7 ,000); sugar beets 04,767,000 (34 ,592 7 000). 

By provinces in ( -,rder cf magnitude, the tctal valucs .f 1940 field crops arp  
as follows, with the 1939 figures within brackets: Saskatchewan $167,014,000 
($1 79,255,000); Ontaric $139,254000 (l56,26o,0oo); Alberta $136,225,000 (121,132,oO0); 

	

Quebec $87 y249,000 ($92,70 1 00c); Mcnito 	ç61,957,000 (361 , 358,000); New Brunswick 20,542,000 ($20 ,641,000); British Cclumbia $14,487,000 ($14 , 343,000); Nova Scotia 
$13,269,000 ($13,145,000); Prince Edward Island 8,289.000 ($1097987000). 

For the three Prairie Provinces the total values of the five principal gral.n 
crops in 1940 are estimated as follows ;  with the 1939 values within brackets: 
ihcat $263,500,000 ($24 7, 650 ,000);$44,375,000 ($52,740 ;000); barley $20,520,000 ($24,030 1000); rye $3,314,000 (5,460 2o00); flaxseed 33,103,000 ()2,898,00O). The tAtal 
value of the five crops for the three provinces amounts t 	334,812,000 in 1940 as compared with332 ) 778,000 In 1939. 

The average prices received by farmers f:r the 1940 crops up to the end of 
November are estimated as fol1ws, with tue prices of 1939 crops within brackets: 
Cents per bushel - 1.'Theat 51 (54); oats 26 (30); barley 29 (34); rye 29 (38); peas 197 
(180); beans 183 (206); buckwheat 54 (60); mixed grains 37 (43); faxseed 104 (141); 
corn for husking 53 (55). Cents per cwt. - Potatoes 84 (113); turnips, etc. 34 (38). 
Dollars per ton - Hay and clover r/,,gj 

(8.40); alfalfa 7.52 (8.70); fodder cern 2.92 
(3.03); grain hay 4.27 (4.37); sugar beets 5,65 (7.56). 
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First Estimate of the Gross Value of Field 

for 1940, as compared with 1938 and 1939. 

N0Th: Average prices are per bushel for grain crops, 

etc., and per ton for hay, alfalfa, fodder corn 

(cwt. = 100 lb. and ton = 2,000 lb.) 

Crops, in Canada, by Provinces, 

per cwt. for potatoes, turnips, 

and sugar beets. 

Field Crops 
1938 1939 1940 

Average Total Average Total Average Total 
Price Value Price Value Price Value 

CANADA - 

Wheat 0.59 211,265,OCO 0.54 265,656,000 0.51 280,582,000 
Oats 0.24 89,335,000 0.30 114,843,000 0.26 99,546,000 
Barley 0.28 28 1 446 0 000 0.34 35,424,000 0.29 30,693,000 
Rye 0.29 3 7 147,000 0.38 6,423,000 0.29 4,201,000 
Peas 1.55 2,113,000 1.80 2,350,000 1.97 2,647,000 
Beans 1.11 1,725,000 2.06 3,138,000 1.83 2,685,000 
Buckwheat 0.58 4,098,000 0.60 4 1103,000 0.54 3,613,000 
Mixed grains 0.39 15,126,000 0.43 18,917,000 0.39 16,335,000 
Flaxseed 1.13 1 1 420 0 000 1.41 3,059 7 000 1.04 3,546,090 
Corn for husking 0.47 3,614,000 0.55 4,453,000 0.53 3,598,000 
Ptatees 0.92 33,093,000 1.13 41,065,000 0.84 35 1 169,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.33 12,699,000 0.38 14,127,000 0.34 13,368,000 
Hay and clover 7.58 104,529,000 8.40 112,305,000 7.61 107,713 1 000 
Alfalfa 7.88 16,249,000 8.70 18,854,000 7.52 19,436,000 
Fedder corn 2.81 12,422,000 3.03 13,666,000 2.92 12,181,000 
Grain hay 4.37 7,315 7 000 4.37 6,717,000 4.27 8,186,000 
Sugar beets 6.59 3,473,000 7.56 4 1 572,000 5.65* 4,787,000 

Total Field Crops - 550,069,000 - 669,672,000 - 648,286,000 

PRINCE EDWJ.RD ISLAND - 

Wheat 0.96 •.lY,0O0 1.00 165,000 0.88 209,000 
Oats 0.37 1,792,000 0.45 2,191,000 0.30 1,499,000 
Barley 0.63 123,000 0.75 189,000 0.60 238,000 
Buckwheat 0.66 44,000 0.70 46,000 0.61 44,000 
Mixed grains 0.45 486,000 0,50 635,000 0,40 602,000 
POtatoes 0.78 2,997,000 0.88 3,907,000 0.42 1,923,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.25 713,000 0.35 851,000 0.26 663,000 
Hay and cløver 9.30 2,762,000 9.50 2,793 1 000 9.00 3 0 096,000 
Fodder corn &.00 23,000 7,00 21,000 5.00 15,000 

Total Field Crops 
- 9,113,000 - 10,798,000 8,289 1 000 

NOVA SCOTIA - 

Wheat 1.00 54,000 1100 45 2 000 1.00 65,000 
Oats 0.50 1 1 334,000 0.60 1,995 2 000 0.56 1,752,000 
Barley 0.75 182,000 0.80 238,000 0.75 259,000 
Buckwheat 0180 69,000 0.84 67,000 0 1 80 67,000 
Mixed grains 0,62 117,000 0.70 150 1 000 0,65 125,000 
POtatoes 1.08 1,648,000 1.18 2,399,000 0190 2 1 082,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.45 1 1 457,000 0.52 1,560,000 0.50 1 1 756,000 
Hay and c1ver 9.00 6 1 246,000 11.00 6,655,000 11.00 7 1 139 0 000 
Fodder corn 4.00 22,000 6.00 36,000 4.00 24,000 

Total Field Crops 
- 110129,000 - 13,145,000 - 13,269,000 

NEW BRWS WICK 

Wheat 1,05 158 3 000 1.05 147,000 1.05 155,000 
Oats 0,47 2 0 931,000 0.52 3,469 3 000 0.50 3,201 1 000 
Barley 0.6 264,000 0.78 358,000 0.72 348,000 
Beans 2.10 42,000 3.00 63 7 000 2.80 62,000 
Buckwheat 0.78 464,000 0.85 466,000 0.78 409,000 
Mixed grains 0.53 55,000 0.66 73,000 0.60 65,000 
Potatoes 1.05 4,276,000 1.13 5,694,000 0.75 5,172,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.45 1,153,000 0.53 1,469,000 0.50 1 1 670,000 
Hay and clover 8.50 7,684,000 10,50 8,862,000 10.00 9,440,000 
FOdder corn 4.40 37 9 000 4.40 40,000 4.00 20,000 

Total Field Crops 
- 17,064,000 - 200641,000 

- 20,542,000 
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Field Crops 

Average 

price 

1938 

Total 

Value 

Average 

price 

1939 

Total 

Value 
Average 

Price 

1940 

Total 

Value 

$ $ 
QUEBEC - 

19heat 0.93 705,000 0.88 508,000 0.90 504,000 
Oats 0.50 19,246 0 000 0.48 21,741,000 0.44 19,331,000 
Barley 0.64 2 0 665,000 0.63 2,555,000 0.58 2,276,000 
Rye 0.80 89,000 0.82 91,000 0.75 79,000 
Peas 1.91 566,000 2.11 612 1 000 2.50 823,000 
Beans 1.87 251,000 2.06 260,000 2.30 338,000 
Buckwheat 0.70 1,897,000 0.65 1 1 607,000 0.62 1,354 1 000 
Mixed grains 0.66 2,293 1 000 0.60 2,861,000 0.52 2,344,000 
Flaxseed 1,50 41,000 2.00 64,000 1,50 213,000 
Potatoes 1.12 11,152,000 1.15 12 1 348,000 0.80 10,306,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.50 3,291,000 0.50 3,099,000 0.48 2,934,000 
Hay and clover 8.00 41,904,000 9.00 44,253,000 8,25 43 1 799,000 
A.lfalf a 8,90 383,000 10.50 452 1 000 10.00 530,000 
Fodder corn 3.79 1,994,000 4.09 2 1 289,000 4.22 2 1 418,000 

Total Field Crops - 86,477,000 - 92,740,000 - 87,249,000 

ONTARIO - 

fljeat 0.59 1,640,000 0,66 15,753,000 0.61 14,700,000 
Oats 0.30 24 1 644,000 0.35 30,324,000 0.31 27,251,000 
Barley 0.42 6,991,000 0.47 7,802,000 0.43 6 1 759,000 
Rye 0.46 661,000 0.58 799,000 0.49 763,000 
Peas 1.50 1,361,000 1.77 1,570,000 1.87 1,642,000 
Beans 1.00 1,367,000 2.05 2,743,000 1.75 2,212 1 000 
Buckwheat 0.45 1,595,000 0.52 1 1 856,000 0.45 1 1 708,000 
Mixed grains 0.36 11,736 ; 000 0.41 14,621,000 0.36 12,682,000 
Flaxseed 1.35 59,000 1.59 92,000 1.33 226,000 
Corn for husking 0.47 3,614,000 0.55 4 1 453,000 0.53 3,598,000 
Potatoes 0.90 6,710,000 1.20 e 9 696,000 1.11 9,496,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.24 4090,000 0.28 5,890,000 0.24 5,167 1 000 
Hay and clover 7.00 33 0 572,000 7.75 36,286,000 6.32 31 0 733,000 
Alfalfa 7.30 11,140,000 8.50 13 7 328,000 7.13 13,511,000 
Fodder corn 2.51 8,715 0 000 2.66 9,430,000 2.41 7,500,000 
sugar beets 6.50 1,794,000 7.63 2 1 617,000 5•75* 2,306,000 

Total Field Crops - 131,569,000 - 156,260,000 - 139,254,000 

MANITOBA - 

Wheat 0.61 30,500,000 0.55 34,650,000 0.53 37,100,000 
Oats 0.19 7,790,000 0.24 8,280,000 0.21 7,245,000 
Barley 0.25 7,750,000 0.30 8 1 400,000 0.25 7 1 000,000 
Rye 0.26 842 0 000 0.39 780,000 0.30 675,000 
Peas 0.5 48,000 1.30 38,000 1.23 28,000 
Buckwheat 0.40 49,000 0.60 61,000 0,55 31,000 
Mixed grains 0.25 156,000 0.29 180 0 000 0.24 120,000 
Flaxseed 1.12 336,000 1.40 735 0 000 1.03 824 0 000 
Potatoes 0.58 1,110,000 0.96 1,935,000 0.90 1,606 1 000 
Turnips, ett. 0.45 212,000 0.55 350,000 0.52 227,000 
Hay and clover 4.85 3,720,000 5.35 3,777,000 6.00 3 1 486,000 
Alfalfa 6.80 687,000 7.25 957,000 8.00 1,360,000 
Fodder corn 3.60 1,008,000 4.50 1 3 215,000 4.50 1,611,000 
Sugar beets - - 5,75* 644,000 

Total Field Crops - 54,208,000 - 61,358,000 - 61,957,000 
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Field Crops 

Average 

Price 

1938 

Total 

Value 
Average 

Price 

1939 

Total 

Value 
Average 

Price 

1940 

Tta1. 

Value 

1; 
SASKATCEEtAN - 

Wheat 0.58 79,924,000 0.54 135,000,000 0.52 135,200,000 
Oats o.i 14,4('O,000 0.23 25 ) 760000 0.19 18,050,000 
Barley 0.22 4,400,000 0.30 7,800,000 023 5,520,000 
pye 0.25 850,000 0.40 3,720 2 000 0.25 1,775 1 000 Peas 1.50 6,000 - .- - - 

Beans 2.00 6,000 - - - 

Mixed grains 0.21 93,000 0.25 178,000 0.23 119,000 
Flaxseed. 1.11 9C5,000 1.40 1,680,000 1,00 1,750,000 
Potatoes 0.60 1,973,000 1.20 2.065,000 0.85 2,166,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.45 91,000 0.55 96,000 0.55 98,000 
Hay and clover 5.75 1,645,000 5.20 2,314000 5.35 1,203 7 000 Alfalfa 8.50 357,000 7160 433,000 7.30 350,000 
Fodder corn 5.60 202,000 5,50 209 ; 000 5.00 15,000 

Total Field Crops - 104,752,000 - 179,255000 - 167,014,000 

ALBERTA 

'V1eat 0.58 85956,000 052 78,000,000 0.48 91,200 3 000 
Oats 0.15 15;150,000 0.22 18 1 700,000 018 19,080,000 
Barley 0.20 5,840,000 0.29 7,830000 0.25 8,000,000 
Rye 0.24 648 2 000 0.40 960,000 0.27 864,000 
Peas 1.30 20,000 1.40 27,000 1.40 32,000 
Beans 1.90 23 7 000 1.60 22000 200 16,000 
Mixed grains 0.22 106 5000 0,25 139,000 0,22 191,000 
Flaxseed 1.10 176 2 000 1.38 483,000 098 529,000 
Potatoes 0.60 1,252,000 L.55 1,8891000 0.80 1,490,000 
Turnips, etc. 0.50 145,000 0.60 162 ) 000 0.52 138,000 
Hay and clover 6.00 3 1 270 0 000 6.30 3,585 ) 000 570 3,637,000 AJfalfa 

Fd.der corn 
7,50 1,478 1 000 7.75 1,604,000 7.50 1,958,000 
6.00 96 7 000 5.40 76,000 4.80 53,000 Grain hay 4.00 6,300,000 4.00 5,700 ; 000 4.00 7,200,000 

SUgar beets 6.69 1,679,000 7.46 1 2 955,000 5.50* 1,837,000 

T:tal Field Crops 122,148,000 
- 121,132,000 

- 136 1 225,000 

BRITISH C0LU!BIA 

Wheat 0.80 1 1155,000 0.74 1,388,000 0.70 1,449,000 Oats 
Barley 

0.41 2,048,000 0.39 2,383 9 000 0.36 2,137,000 

Rye 
0.56 231,000 0.52 252,000 0.50 293,000 

Peas 
0.58 57,000 0.62 73 7 000 0.55 45,000 

Beans 
1.20 103,000 1.25 103,000 1.30 122,000 

Mixed grains 
1.70 

0.50 
36 2 000 
84,000 

1180 

0.48 
50,000 1.90 57,000 

Flaxseed 1.00 3,000 127 
80,000 

5,000 
0.48 

1.10 
89,000 

4 2 000 PDtatoes 

Turnips, etc. 
1010 
0.55 

1 1 975,000 1010 2,132000 .1.20 2,928,000 

Hay and clover 13.76 
647000 

3,726,000 
0.58 

1200 
650000 

3 ; 7E0,000 
0058 

10.75 
715,O;0 

3,580,000 Alfa1a 

Fdder corn 
14,50 2,204,000 13,00 2 1080000 11.O 1,727,000 

Grain hay 
5.00 

10.25 
325,000 

1 1 015,000 
5.00 

9000 
350,000 5,00 355,000 

1 7 017,000 8.50 986,000 

Total Field Crops 
- 131609000 

- 14,3432000 
- 14,487,000 

* Initial payment. 
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