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Otteawa, Junc 7, 1940, 3 p.me- Thc Dominion Burcau of Statistics issucs
todey 2 report on the numerical condition of fiold crops in Canada at tho cond of lay
as compiled from thc returns ef tho Burcauts corps of crop corrcspondents,

SULMARY

Spring wheat prospects at rcy 31 were slightly moere promising than at
the same date a year ago, On the other hand, tho condition of oats and barley was
hardly up to last yearts level at the ond of May, Pastures and fodder crops including
hay, clover ond alfalfa, however, worc in approciably better condition at May 31, 1940,
than on the same date last year, Fall wheat prospects in Ontario were unchanged from
last year aond werc about average. The small spring wheat areas of castern Canade
showed poorcr prospects than a ycar ago, but in the mein producing arcas of the
Preirie Provincocs the better spring rainfall this ycar has raised the condition of
the whoat crop above last ycar's prospccts at the cnd of May, It will be recalled
that last yearts heavy rains did not ocecur until June, Coarsc gredns in Saskatchewan
and Alberta showcd poorer condition at May 31, primerily becausc of delayed socding
this ycar. Toragec crops and pasturcs were in notably better conditiorn in the Maritime
Provinces, fQuebec and ontario this yecar, although in somewhat backward condition in
Mcnitoba and Sasikatchewan, Alberta and British Columbiz both showed appraciably
better pasturc and faorage crop conditions, however, than thoy did a yecar 2go.

Hay and clover mcadows and pastures in tho liaritime Provincos came
through the winter with an unusuelly smnall amount of damage from winter-kill, The
unscttlced weather during May was conducive to good growth of these cropse “hile spring
wheat and coarsc grains in Prince Edword Islend made a bettor start this year than they
did in 1939, thcso crops on the whole were slightly below last yearts condition in
Nova Scotia and Nocw Brunswick, whore the scason is latc, Sceding of grains in Qucbec
was also late this year, although germination and growth have been very good, Pasturcs
and forege crops cxperienced precticeally no winter-killand are in favourable condition,
In Ontorio, hcavy reinfalls of the past fow wecks dclayed sceding of spring ceroals,
but promotcd rapid growth of winter crops, including fall wheat, alfalfa and hay end
clover, Heavy yieclds of the hay crops are expected this scason,

A wheat crop in the Prairlc Provinecs of closc to averege prospects
was indicated ct the end of May, T/hilc cuturm rainfall was deficicnt in Saskatchewen
and castern Alberta, spring rains havo rcplenished the subsoil moisturc in Alborta and
across southern Scskatchewan, The best wheat prospeets ot May 31 this year cre
indicated across thc south of cach of the three provinces, North-westcrn lianitoba,
north-castern, central and northern Saskatchewan have beon deficiont in spring rain-
fell, and ample roins will be nceded to maintain prospects in thesc arcas, Central
and northern Alberta with the cxception of the Peace River districts are below last
yearts condition, primarily becausc of the late spring which delayed scedingg Spring
rainfall in the centrnl and northern dAdstricts has been adcquate, Coarse greins cre
equal to last yeart's May 31 condition in Manitoba, but bolow last ycarts prospccts in
Sasketchei:an and Alberta, The drop in the latter two provinces is duc largely to the
late secding. Pastures and forage crops worc only fair in Manitobe and Saskatchewan,
although well up to average in Alberta at May 31 thils year,

In British Columbia all field crops showed favourable promisc at
May 31, while hay and clover and alfalfa ficlds and postures werc in oxcoptionally
good condition,

Weother Conditions Sincc June 1

Heavy showers werc rcccived across the Precirie Provinces on May 3L and
Junc 1, which bonefited northern Saskatchewan districts as well as southern
Saskatchewan and central Alberta, The dry areas in north-western linniteoba and central-
castern Sasikatehewan received very little benefit, however, Light showers in lianitoba
and northern Saskatchewan occurrcd on Junc 5, Since June 1, scattered thunder showers
across castern Canade, together with warm weather in ontario and Quobec have made for
favourable growing conditions,
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Numerical Condition of Field Crops

for all Canada, the condition of the principal field crops at
wl: 194'9/;‘éxpressed in percentages of the long-time average yields per acre, vas
As foITEﬁsf with the condition figures at the same date last year within brackets:
Fall whoat 98 (98); spring vwheat 96 (94); all wheat 96 (94); oats 92 (93); barlev 91
(93); fall ryc 88 (85); spring rye 93 (95); all ryc 89 (87); pcas 91 (93); mixod grd ns
92 (93); hay and clover 99 (94); alfalfa 100 (95); pastures 98 (92),

In the Prairie Provinces, the condition of the principal grain crops
at Mey 31 was as follows, with last year's condition at the same date within brackets:
Manitobe - \/hoat 98 (94); oats 92 (91); barley 91 (91); rye 91 (88), Saskatchcian -
Wheat 94 (92); oats 89 (91); barley 88 (92); rye 85 (85). Alberta - \theat 98 (96);
oaits 96 (97)3 barloy 95 (97); ryec 98 (89),

Charts Showing Conditicns of Spring Theat by Crop Districts

in the Prairie Provinces

The charts included on the last two pages of this report permit a
direct comparison of spring wheat comditions by crop districts at the end of Nay in
1939 and 1940,

All three of the Prairie Provinces show somewhat better prospccts at
May 51 this ycar than they did at the same date a year ago., It will be recalled that
the heavy rains which made the 1939 crop did not occur until June, so that the
May 31, 1939 condition figures could not reflcct the subscquent upturn in 1939 crop
prospects, Manitoba's provincial-average condition figure at the end of May this
year siood at 98 per cent of the long-time average, which was 4 per cent higher than
& year ago. Saskatchewan's provincial-average condition stood at 94 at May 31 this
ycar as compared with 92 a year ago. Alberta's condition figurc at May 31, 1940, was
likewisc two points higher than a ycar ago, standing at 98 as compared with 96 in 1939,
Although the greater part of Saskatchewan and central and north-castern Albeorta suffored
virtual droucht last autumn, rainfz11 sinco April % of this yoear has beoen closc to
normal in Ijanitoba and Saskatchcwan, while exceceding normal in Alberta. This reinfall
has not boon distributed evenly over the provinces, however, and local deficiencies,
particularly in north-westcrn Manitoba and in north-castern and northcrn Saskatcheway,
arc emphasized in the variations in the crop district condition figurcs as illustrated
in the charts and describod below by provinces.

Manitoba

The south-western Crop Districts 1,2, 7 and 8 and the important Red
River Valley District 3 all show better conditions this ycar than at the end of May
a year agoe Crop District 4 in the vicinity of Winnipeg is below last yearts condition
and Districts 5 and 6 in the cast arc prectically unchanged from a ycar ago, Cron
Districts 10 to 14 embracing the inter-lake and north-western arcas all show appreciably
poorcr prospects than in 1939, although they fall considerably short of offsctting this
yeart's improvement in the other crop districts of Manitoba.

Saskatchexan

All saskatchewan's southern crop districts and particularly the south-
castern districts show better prospects at May 31 this year than thoy did a year age,
with the exception of District 4A in the extrome south-west. Good spring moisture has
been roceived across tho south of the province, and while moisture conditions are sood
in District 4A, the 1940 gresshopper infestation is heaviest in that district, Sceding
was late therc as well, While conditions in Districts 74, 7B and 9B are very little
changed from last ycar, the remaining crop districts ombracing the north-eastern,
central and north-central areas of the province all showed poorer prospects at ilay 31
then they did e year =2go because of the secantior reinfall to dnte this 56aS0N,

Alberta

Southern Alberta districts ineluding the Calgary area are in bettor
condition this year than at the same date a yYcar ago., On the other hand central and
northern Alberta districts are in somewhat poorcr condition than last year, although
their apparent deterioration is not due to lack of current rainfall but rather to tho
very late seeding conditions this year., This handicap will be overcome rapidly if
moderate tompecratures and rainfall arc maintained. The Peace River districts arc 4n
approximately the same condition as last yoear,
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Condition of Pield Crops, May 31, 1936 - 1940,

(Note: 100 = the long-time average yield per acre)

Field Crops

"4 P el
f@%o&/ 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940
' .C,

B8 Pc. p.c. p.c.

Canadg

Fall wheat
Spring wheat
All wheat

Oats

Barley

Fall rye
Spring rye
A1l rye

Poas

Mixed grains
Hay and elover
Alfalfa
Pasture

P, E. Island

Spring wheat
Qats

Barley

Mixed grains
Hay and clover
Pasture

Nova Scotia

Spring wheat
Oats -
Barley

Mixed grains
Hay and clover
Pasture

New Brunswick

Spring wheat
Oats

Barley

Mixed grains
Hay and clover
Pasture

Quebeo

Spring wheat
Oats

Barley

Spring rye
Pens

Mixed grains
Hay and clover
Alfalfae
Pasture

Ontario

Fall wheat
Spring wheat
All wheat

Oats

Barley

Fall rye

Peas

Mixed grains
Hay and elover
Alfalfa
Pasture

98
95
95
93
93
84
93
86
91
92
98
95
101

96
96
96
96
103
101

23
100
98
)2
104
102

93
956
96
96
104
103

85
85
87
94
90
91
100
95
109

95
92
98
92
89
96
91
9e
52
95
95

98
85
85
90
83
69
83
73
93
92
90
89
92

99,

94
Qg
94
104

105

95
94
91
95
100
99

96
87
&9
100
94
25

91
02
89
95
85
94
g1
86
92

98
32
97
!
il
96
92
g2
87
&9
92

96
99
99
97
96
98
28
98
97
99
100
95
100

91
96
8
94
93
93

o]
97
97
97
97
94

R
80
89
96
9¢
98

97
99
I8
98
93
e
105
102
104

96

97
96
90
S
96
i
Sc)
97
94
99

93
94
94
93
93
85
95
87
93
93
94
95
92

89
93
93
94
84
£4

96
56
97
96
80
83

S5
98
89
100
36
84

96
g7
56
94
97
97
96
96
96

98
Al
97
ik
91
94
91
92
Ll
96
93

98
896
96
92
91
88
93
89
91
92
99
100
98

piah]
100
99
95
102
101

94
53
95
56
100
97

93
96
o7
97
101
28

95
96
97
57
96
S
100
100
100

98
33
98

o
o

89
97
89
91
101
g
819

Manitoba

Spring wheat
Oats

Barley

Fall rye
Spring rye
All rye
Peas

Mixed groins
Hay and clover
alfalfa
Pasture

Saskatchewan

Spring wheat
Oats

Barley

Fall rye
Spring rye

All rye
Mixed grains
Hay and clover
Alfalfe
Pasture

Alberta

Spring wheat
Oats

Barley

Fall rye
Spring rye
All rye
Peas

Mixed grains

Hey and clover
Alfalfa
Pasture

British Columbia

1936:11937 1988 1939 1540

Spring whent
Oats

Barley

Spring rye
Peas

Mixed grains
Hoy and clover
Alfalfa
Pasture

poc' P-c- Paco P.C- p,c-

96
95
95
87
93
88
98
96
99
9%
98

95
93
93
76
92
co
9

93
93

96
95

A
T

90
94
91
100
92
97
94
9%

96
98
96
98
100
98
98
100
98

101
97
96
96
96
96

1056
96
92
93
a7

73
34
89
51
79
59
€1
78
38
68

83
92
94
74
33
7/
90
88
34
85
80

96
94
95
96
96
94
95
96
96

100
87
97
i
96
87
SN
96
96
96
96

i
96
96
97
95
98
g2
91
96
95

)
36
96
101
99
100
98
96
97
98
98

94
94
80
93
98
9%
94
S
o8

94
91
91
87
91
88
S
1)
84
88
81

98
91
92
31
95
65
90
80
95
91

96
)7
97
35
96
89
95
94
92
G4

90

97
99
I8
101
101
99
97
98
98

98
a2
91
)L
80
el
90
91
79
83
80

94
89
88
84
91
85
Qi)
&2
39
82

98
95
95
99
97
98
95
94
100
102
101

101
101
100
100
100
100
104
104
104
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