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Qttawa, June 7, 1940, 3 p.m.- The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issues 
today a roport on the numerical condition of C iold crops in Canada at the ond of I:ay 
as compilod from the roturns of the Bureau's corps of crop correspondents. 

SU1.IIARY 

Spring wheat prospects at }iay 31 were slightly more promising than at 
the some date a year ago. On the other hand s  the condition of oats and barley was 
hardly up to last year's level at the ond of Iay. Pastures and fodder crops including 
hay, clover and alfalfa, however, wore in appreciably bettor condition at May 31, 1940 1  
than on the same Aate last year. Pall wheat prospects in Ontario were unchanged from 
last year and were about average. The small spring wheat areas of eastern Canada 
showed poorer prospects than a year ago, but in the main producing areas of the 
prairie Provinces the better spring rainal1 this year has raised the condition of 
the wheat crop above last year's prospects at the end of May. It will be recalled 
that la3t year's heavy rains did not occur until ruxie, Coarse groins in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta showed poorer condition at I1ay 31, primarily because of delayed seeding 
this year. Forage crops and pastures were in notably bettor condition in the Maritino 
Provinces, Q,uobcc and Ontario this your, although in somewhat backward condition in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Alberta and British Columbia both showod appr - ciab1y 
better pasture and forage crop conditions, however, than they did a your ago. 

Hay and clover incadows and pastures in the Liaritirno Provinces coma 
through the winter with an unusually small amount of dumarc from winter -kill. The 
unstt1cd weather during May was conducive to good growth of those crops. hilo sprirg 
wheat and coarse grains in Prince Edward Island made a bettor start this year than they 
did in 1939, those crops on the whole wore slightly below last year's condition in 
Nova Scotia and Now Brunswick, whore the season is late, Seeding of groins in Quebec 
was also lute this year, although germination and grotrth have boon very good. Pastures 
and C orae crops experienced practically no wintcr-kifland are in C avourob)o condition. 
In Ontario, heavy rainfalls of the past few wecks delayed seeding of spring cereals, 
but promoted rapid growth of winter crops, including fall whoat, alfalfa and hay and 
clovor. Heavy yields of the hay crops are expected this season. 

A wheat crop in the Prairie Provinces of close to average prospects 
was indicated at the end of May, hilc auturn rainfall was deficient in Saskatchewan 
and eastern Alberta, spring rains have replenished the subsoil moisture in Alberta and 
across southern Saskutchovjan 1  The best wheat prospects at May 31 this year are 
indicated across the south of each of the three provinces North-western Manitoba, 
north-eastern, central and northern Saskatchewan have boon deficient in spring rain-
fall, and ample rains will be needed to maintain prospects in these areas. Central 
and northern Alberta with the exception of the Peace River districts are below last 
yoar's condition, primarily because of the late spring which delayed soeding Sprtng 
rainfall in the central and northern districts has been adequate. Coarse grains are 
equal to last year's May 31 condition in Manitoba, but below last year's prospects in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. The drop in the latter two provinces is due largely to the 
late seeding. Pastures and forage crops were only fair in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 
although well up to average in Alberta at May 31 this year, 

In British Columbia all field crops showed favourable promise at 
May 31, while hay and clor and alfalfa fields and pastures were in oxcoptionally 
good condition. 

Weather Conditions Since Juno 1 

Heavy showers wore received across the Prairie Provinces on May 31 and 
June 1, which bonefitod northern Saskatchewan districts as well as southern 
Saskatchewan and, central Alberta, The dry areas in north-western Manitoba and control-
eastern Saskatchewan received very little benefit, however. Light showers in Ranitoba  
and northern Saskatchewan occurred. on June 5, Since June 1, scattered thunder shower3 
across eastern Canada, together with warm weather in Ontario and Quobec have made for 
favourable growing condit ions 
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Numerical Condition of Field Crops 

For all Canada, the condition of the principal field crops at 

	

M y 	l94O,, expressed in percentages of the long-time average yields per acre, ias 
is fo17' with the condition figures at the same date last year within brackets: 
'a1l wheat 98 (98); spring wheat 96 (94); all vtheat 96 (94); oats 92 (93); barler 91 
(93); fall rye 88 (85); spring rye 93 (95); all rye 89 (87); peas 91 (93); mixod. graLns 
92 (93); hay and clover 99 (94); alfalfa 100 (95); pastures 98 (92). 

In the Prairie Provinces, the condition of the principal grain crops 
at May 31 was as follows, with last year's condition at the same date within brackets: 
Manitoba - lThoat 98 (94); oats 92 (91); barley 91 (91); rye 91 (88). Saskatchewan - 
Wheat 94 (92); oats 89 (91); barley 88 (92) ; rye 85 (85). Alberta - Vfheat 98 (96); 
oats 95 (97); barley 95 (97); rye 98 (89). 

Charts Showing Conditions of Spring ihoat by Crop Districts 

in th6 Prairie Provinces 

The charts included on the last two pages of this report permit a 
direct comparison of spring wheat conditions by crop districts at the end of May in 
1939 and 1940. 

All three of the Prairie Provinces show somewhat bettor prospects at 
May 31 this year than they did at the same date a year ago. It will be recalled that 
the heavy rains which made the 1939 crop did not occur until Tune, so that the 
May 31, 1939 condition figures could not rofloct the subsequent upturn in 1939 crop 
prospects. Manitoba's provincia.l-avcrago condition figure at the and of May this 
year stood at 98 per cent of the long-time average, which ims 4 par cent highcr than 
a year ago. Saskatchewan's provincial-average condition stood at 94 at May 31 this 
year as compared. witi 92 a year ago. Alberta's condition figure at May 31, 1040, was 
likewise two points higher than a year ago, standing at 98 as compared with 96 in 1939. 
Although the greater part of Saskatchewan and central and north-eastern Alberta suffered 
virtual drought last autumn, rainfall sinco April 1 of this your has boon close to 
normal in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, while exceeding nora1 in Alberta. This rainfall 
has not boon distributed evenly over the provinces, however, and local deficiencies 3  
particularly in orth-westcrri Manitoba and in north-eastern and northern Saskatchowa, 
are eriphasizad in the variations in the crop district condition figures as illustrated 
in the charts and described below by provinces. 

Manitoba 

The south-western Crop Districts 1,2, 7 and 8 and the important Red 
River Valley District 3 all show bettor conditions this year than at the end of May 
a year ao, Crop District 4 in. the vicinity of Jinnipcg is below last year's condition 
and Districts 5 and 6 in the east arc practically unchanged from a year ago. Crop 
Districts 10 to 14 embracing the inter-lake and north-western areas all show aprociab1y 
poorer prospects than in 1939, although they fall considorably short of offsetting this 
year's improvement in the other crop districts of Manitoba. 

Saskatchc - an 

All Saskatchewan's southern crop districts and particularly the south-
eastern districts show better prospects at May 31 this year than they did a year ago, 
with the exception of District 4A in the octrome south-west. Good spring moisture has 
been received across the south of the province, and while moisture conditions are cood. 
in District 4A, the 1940 grasshopper infestation is heaviest in that district, Seeding 
was into there as well. While conditions in Districts 7A, 7B and 9B are very little 
changed from last year, the remaining crop districts ombrucing the north-eastern 
central and north-central areas of the province all showed poorer prospects at hay 31 
than they did a year ao because of the scantier rainfall to date this season, 

Alberta 

Southern Alberta districts including the Calgary area are in bettor 
condition this year than at the same date a year ago. On the other hand central and 
northern Alberta districts are in somewhat poorer condition than last year, although 
their apparent deterioration is not due to lack of current rainfall but rather to the 
very late seeding conditions this year. This handicap will be overcome rapidly if 
moderate temperatures and rainfall are maintained. The Peace River districts are in 
approximately the same condition as last year. 
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Condition of Field Crops, Maij 31, 1936 - 1940. 

(Note: 100 = the long-time average yield per acre) 

1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 	Field Crops 	1936 1937 1938 1939 190 
p .c. P.C. P.Ca p,c. 	.C. 	 P.C. P.C. p . C. p.c. p.c. 

Canada 

Fall wheat 95 98 96 98 98 
Spr 4 ng wheat 95 85 99 94 96 
Al]. wheat 95 85 99 94 96 
Oats 93 90 97 93 92 
Barley 93 93 96 93 91 
Fall rye 84 69 98 85 88 
Spring rye 93 83 99 95 93 
All rye 86 73 98 87 89 

Peas 91 93 97 93 91 
Mixed graiiis 92 92 99 93 92 
Hay and clover 98 90 100 94 99 
Alfalfa 95 89 95 95 100 
Pasture 101 92 100 92 98 

P. E. Island 

Spring wheat 96 99 91 09 101 
Oats 96 94 96 93 100 
Barley 96 99 38 93 99 
Mixed grains 96 94 94 94 99 
Hay and clover 103 104 93 34 102 
Pasture 101 105 93 84 101 

Nova Scotia 

Spring wheat 99 95 93 96 04 
Oats 100 94 97 96 98 
Barley 98 91 97 97 95 
Mixed grains 99 95 97 96 96 
Hay and clover 104 100 97 90 100 
Pasture 102 99 94 83 97 

New Brunswick 

Spring wheat 93 96 92 99 93 
Oats 95 87 90 98 96 
Barley 96 89 89 99 97 
Mixed grains 96 100 96 100 97 
Hay and clover 104 94 9Q 06 101 
Pasture 103 05 96 34 98 

Quebec  

Spring wheat 85 91 97 96 95 
Oats 85 92 99 97 9 
Barley 87 89 98 96 97 
Spring rye 94 95 90 94 97 
Peas 90 95 93 97 96 
Mixed grains 91 94 99 97 97 
Hay and clover 100 91 105 96 100 
Alfalfa 95 85 102 96 100 
Pasture 109 92 104 96 100 
Ontario 
Fall wheat 95 98 96 98 98 
Spring wheat 92 92 97 91 33 
All wheat 95 97 96 97 98 
Oats 92 91 98 91 39 
Barley 89 91 97 9]. 89 
Fall rye 95 96 96 94 97 
Peas 91 92 97 91 89 
Mixed grains 92 92 99 92 91 
Hay and clover 92 87 97 97 101 
Alfalfa 95 89 94 96 101 
Pasture 95 92 99 93 99 

Ma nit oba 

Spring wheat 96 101 100 94 98 
Oats 95 97 97 91 92 
Barley 95 96 97 91 91 
Fall rye 87 96 97 87 91 
Spring rye 93 96 96 91 90 
Al]. rye 88 96 97 88 91 
Peas 98 105 97 91 90 
Mixed grains 96 96 96 90 91 
Hay and clover 99 92 96 84 79 
Alfalfa 97 93 96 55 83 
Pasture 98 97 96 81 00 

Sa sicat ch swan 

Spring wheat 95 70 99 92 94 
Oats 93 34 96 91 09 
Barley 93 89 96 92 88 
Fall rye 76 51 97 31 €34 
Spring rye 92 79 99 95 91 
All rye 80 59 98 US €35 

Mixed grains 92 Cl 92 90 91 
Hay and clover 94 78 91 90 02 
Alfalfa 33 80 96 95 39 
Pasture 93 60 95 91 82 

Alberta 

Spring wheat 96 93 99 96 98 
Oats 95 92 96 97 95 
Barley 94 94 96 07 95 
Fall rye oo 74 101 35 99 
Spring rye 94 03 99 96 97 
All rye 91 79 100 89 98 
Peas 100 90 99 95 95 
Mixed grains 92 88 96 94 94 
Hay and clover 97 84 97 92 100 
Alfalfa 94 85 98 94 102 
Pasture 97 80 98 90 101 

British Columbia 

Spring wheat 96 96 94 97 101 
Oats 98 94 94 99 101 
Barley 96 95 90 98 100 
Spring rye 98 96 93 101 100 
Peas 100 95 93 101 100 
Mixed grains 99 94 95 99 100 
Hay and clover 98 95 94 97 104 
Alfalfa 100 96 97 98 104 
Pasture 98 90 96 98 104 
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