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Ottawa, .Tune 5, 1942, 3 p.m.- The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issues 
today a report on the numerical condition of field crops in Canada at the end of 
May. The condition figures are compiled from the returns of the Bureau's corps of r.' 
crop correspondents, with the exception of the wheat condition figures in the three 
Prairie Provinces, which are based upon weather developments to date. 

SThi?vIk'RY 

Prospects for the spring wheat crop for Canada as a whole were noticeably 
better than average at May 31 and were above last year's condition at the same date. 
The spring wheat condition ficure for Canada as of May 31 was recorded at 109 per 
cent of normal, as compared with 98 per cent at the same date a year ago. Fall wheat 
prospects in Ontario,which were heightened by frequent rains through May, stood at 
103 per cent, the best reported condition in recent years. The relatively small 
spring wheat areas in the eastern provinces also indicated favourable prospects. 
In the Prairie Provinces the preseasonel and spring weather factors contributing to 
the development of the spring wheat crop were better than normal in all three 
provinces, and particularly so in Manitoba and Alberta, Manitoba's May 31 condition 
of 124 per cent of average is just slightly below the exceptionally favourable 
condition in that province a year ago, and is the result of abundant autumn and 
spring rainfall. Saskatchewan's condition at 103 per cent of normal is better than 
in any recent years. In this province the dry ar€ias of 1941 in the west-central 
districts still continue in need of additional rainfall, although the precipitation 
over the past week-end was of some help. The same rains were better distributed 
over the dry areas of eastern Alberta, Sc that the May 31 condition for that province 
stood at 114 per cent of normal, the best in the past four years. Districts 5 and 
7 in the 'ast-central part of the province have the poorest moisture reserves of 
any districts in the Prairies this year. On the other hand, south-western and 
northern Alberta distrts including the Peace River have very good current prospects. 

The condition of coarse grain crops for Canada as a whole, including oats, 
barley, rye and mixed grains is practically unchanged from that of a year ago. The 
Maritime Provinces have very good feed grain prospects for the present, while those 
for :Luebec and Ontario are very close tc. normal. The yield per acre prospects for 
oats and barley In the Prairie Provinces are virtually the same as a year ago at 
this early date, while the acreages of these crops have been considerably expanded. 
Feed grain prospects in British Columbia are similarly unchanged from last year 
at May 31. 

The outlook for fodder crops Including hay and clover and alfalfa fields 
and pastures is appreciably better in the eastern provinces this year, although 
somewhat less encouraging than a year ago in the Prairie Provinces. The Maritime 
Provinces r°port fodder crops and pastures well above average, while In quebec the 
condition of these crops is just about average for this time of year. Ontario's 
prospects are slightly better than normal, and appreciably above those of a year 
ago. In Manitoba, hay and clover and alfalfa crops are slightly below average, 
whereas the condition of these crops and of pastures in Saskatchewan and Alberta is 
apprc1ah1y below normal. An average prospect for fodder crops prevails in 
British Columbia. 
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Numerical Condition of Field Crops 

For all Canada, the condition of the principal field crops at May 31, 1942, 
expressed in perdentages of the lo.g-tthe average yields per acre, was as follows, 
with the condition figures at the same date last year within bracketa Fall wheat 
103 (91); spring wheat 109 (98); all wheat 108 (98); oats 94 (94); barley 92 ( 93 ): 
fall rye 92 (89); spring rye 93 (95); all rye 92 (91); peas 96 (97); mixed grains 
96 (94); hay and clover 99 (95); alfalfa 97 (90); pastures 101 (94). 

In the Prairie Provinces, the condition of the prinoipal grain crops 
at May 31 was as follows, with last year's condition at the same date within 
brackets: Manitoba - Wheat 14 (128); oats 93 (95); barley 93 (94); rye 97 (99). 
Saskatchewan - 1Thcat 103 (92); oats 92 (94); barley 94 (94); rye 92 (87). 
Alberta - Wheat 114 (98); Oats 89 (91); barley 89 (92); rye 87 (92). 

Charts Showing Conditions of Spring Wheat 

by Crop Districts in the Prairie Provinces 

The two charts shown on the last pages of this report afford a direct 
comparison of spring wheat conditions by crtp districts at the end of May in 1941 
and 1942. 

Saskatchewan and Alberta at May 31 this year had far better moisture 
reserves than on the same date a year ago and the condition figures for these 
provinces derived from weather factors showed a marked improvement. Thi1e Manitoba 
showed the best prospects of the three provinces, the May 31 condition figure tr 
that province Cf 124 was a few points below last year's exceptionally high condition 
of 128. Sskatchowan's condition figure of 103 compares with last year's May 31 
condition of 92. Alberta's May 31 condition this year was repres8nted by 114 per 
ent of the 1908-1940 avera-e yield, as compared with 98 per cent a year ago. 

30th Manitoba and Alberta received better than average preseasonal precipitation. 
Rains at the and of the month raised the May rainfall to slightly better than 
average in both provinces. In Saskatchewan a small deficiency in preseasonal 
precipitation was offset by sliht1y better than average rainfall during April and 
May, although occasionally very low temperatures were experienced in May, these 
have not had an appreciable effect upon yield prospects. 

Manitoba 

In comparison with conditions at May 31 last year, Crop District 3, 
including the Red River Valley and central areas to the west, has slightly better 
prospects this year. Districts 1, 2, 7 and 8 in the south-west have favourable 
prospects, but slightly below those of last year. The north-western districts 
have about the same prospects as a year ago. The district condition figures range 
from 99 for District 1 to 138 for District 3. Last year the range was from 97 in 
District 6 to 136 in District 10. 

uske t chowan 

All southern 8askatchewan districts, with the exception of Crop District 
4A, show better prospects this year than on May 31, 1941. Elsewhere in the province 
Districts 53 and 6A are the only ones to show current conditions below these of a 
year ago. The poorest district this year is 6B with a condition figure of 86, and 
the best district is 8A with a condition of 156. Last year's range was much wider, 
from 58 in District 3AN to 149 in District 5B. 

Alberta 

Districts 3, 5 and 6 are the only ones in Alberta this year showing a 
poorer condition than on May 31 last year. The improvement in northern Alberta 
districts and in the south-west this year is quite marked. District S has the 
lowest condition at 65, while Districts 16 and 17 in the Peace River have the 
highest condition at 158. Last year the range was from 69 in District 7 to 127 In 
District 2. 
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Coidition nf Field Crops, May 31, 1938 - 1942 

(Nct(: 100 = th 	long-tirn 	average yield per acre) 

Field Crops 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 Field Crops 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 

P.C. p.c. p.c. P.C. p.c. P.C. 	p.c* 	p.c. p.o. P.C. 

Canada - Manitoba 

Fall wh3at 96 98 98 91 103 Spring wheat 	/ 114 104 106 128 124 

Spring wheat 	/ 101 94 92 98 109 Oats 97 91 92 

All wheat V 101 94 92 98 108 Barley 97 91 91 94 93 

Outs 97 93 92 94 94 Fall rye 97 87 91 100 97 

Btr1oy 96 93 91 93 92 Spring rye 96 91 90 93 95 

Fall rye 98 85 88 89 92 All rye 97 88 91 99 97 

Spring rye 99 95 93 95 93 Peas 97 91 90 95 93 

All rye 98 87 89 91 92 Mixed grains 96 90 91 93 92 

Peas 97 93 91 99 96 Hay and clover 96 84 79 103 97 

Mixed grains 99 93 92 94 96 Alfalfa 96 88 83 102 92 

Hiy and clover 100 94 99 95 99 Pasture 96 81 80 106 97 

Alfalfa 95 95 100 90 97 

Pasture 100 92 98 94 101 Saskatchewan 

Spring wheat 	/ 88 87 84 92 103 

P. 	. Island Oats 96 91 89 94 92 

Barley 96 92 88 94 94 

Spring wheat 91 89 101 100 104 Fall rye 97 81 84 84 91 

Oats 96 93 100 93 105 spring rye 99 95 91 96 93 

Barley 88 93 99 92 105 All rye 98 85 85 87 92 

Mixed grains 94 94 99 101 105 Mixed grains 92 90 91 97 85 

Hay and clover 93 84 102 104 109 Hay and clover 91 90 82 98 88 

pasture 93 84 101 102 108 Alfalfa 96 95 89 99 79 

Pasture 95 91 82 99 85 

Nova Scotia Alberta 

Sprin8 wheat 98 96 94 100 101 Spring wheat 	/ 118 104 101 98 114 

Oats 97 96 98 89 104 Oats 96 97 95 91 89 

Barley 97 97 95 86 101 Barley 96 97 95 92 89 

Mixad grains 97 96 96 7? 103 Fall rye 101 85 99 89 86 

Hiy and clover 97 90 100 101 107 Spring rye 99 96 97 94 89 

Pasture 94 83 99 99 105 All rye 100 89 98 92 87 

Peas 99 96 95 86 99 
Flew Brunswick Mixed grains 96 94 94 88 89 

Spring. wheat 92 99 93 95 100 Hay and clover 97 92 100 81 77 

Oats 90 98 96 96 100 Alfalfa 98 94 102 85 81 

Barley 89 99 97 98 98 Pasture 98 90 101 81 76 

Mixed grains 96 100 97 102 95 

Hay and clover 98 86 101 101 106 

Pasture 96 84 98 100 105 

uebec British Columbia 

Spring wheat 97 96 95 100 100 Spring whuat 94 97 101 99 98 

Oats 99 97 96 102 99 Oats 94 99 101 99 99 

Barley 98 96 97 101 99 Barley 90 98 100 98 98 

Sprin'. rye 98 94 97 99 95 Spring rye 93 101 100 102 101 

98 97 96 104 100 Peas 98 101 100 102 97 

Mixed grains 99 97 97 101 100 Mixed grns 95 99 100 100 98 

Hay and c1ver 105 96 100 97 100 Hay and clover 94 97 104 101 101 

Alfalfa 102 96 100 100 98 Alfalfa 97 98 104 101 101 

Pasture 104 96 100 96 102 Pasture 96 98 104 101 101 

Ontario 

Fall wheat 96 98 98 91 103 

Spring wheat 97 91 88 94 98 Includes condition figures for 

All wheat 96 97 98 91 103 PraIrie Provinces based in 

Oats 98 91 89 94 98 weather factors. 

Barley 97 91 89 91 95 

Fall rye 96 94 97 91 99 / 	Condition figures based on 

Peas 97 91 89 94 94 weather factors. 

Mixed grains 99 92 91 92 96 

Hay and c1ver 97 97 101 91 101 

Alfalfa 94 96 101 88 101 

Pasture 99 93 99 88 104 
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CONDITION OF SPRING WHEAT IN THE 
PRAIRIE PROVINCES BY CROP DISTRICTS 
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