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TOTAL STOCKS, QUANTITIES IN FARMERS' HANDS AND UNMERCHANTABLE,
QUANTITY OF WHEAT FED, AND DJSTRIBUTION OF THE 1930 WHEAT OROP.

Ottawa, April 10, 1931, 4 piln. The Dominion Bureau of Statisties issued to~-day a
bulletin giving in summary form (1) the total quantities of wheat, oats, barley, rye,
and flaxseed in Canada at the end of Mareh, 1931; (2) the stocks of agricultural
products of 1930 remaining in farmers' hands at March 31, 1931; (3) the proportion of
the crops of 1930 estimated by crop correspondents to be of unmerchantable quality; (4)
the quantity of the 1930 wheat crop fed or to be fed to live stock and poultry in the
crop season, as estimated by crop correspondents; (5) the distribution of the wheat
crop of 1930; and (6) general conditions at the end of Mareh.

TOTAL STOCKS OF GRAIN IN CANADA.

The total stocks of grain in Cenada at March 31, 1931, are higher than in any
previous year at the same date,

The returns received from elevators, flour mills, railway companies, and crop
correapondents show that on Maroch 31, 1931, the gquantity of wheat in Canada was
275,190,987 bushels, considerably higher than the figure of 228,646,367 bushels on
March 31, 1930. The total for March 31, 1331, as compared with the total for March 31,
1930, within brackets, is composed of 169,277,275 bushels (169,954,132 bushels) in
elevators and afloat, 88.635,000 bushels (46,304,000 bushels) in famers' hands and
7,280, 712 bushels (4,358,494 bushels) in transit by rail. The wheat in flour mills is
estimated 4t 10 million bushels for March 31,1931; the actual total at March 31, 1930,
was 8,029, 741 bushels.

The total quantity of oats in Canada on March 31, 1931, is estimated at
210,272,666 bushels, as compared with 105,666,003 buskhels at the same date in 1930,
the total for 1931 comprising 16,659,076 bushels in elevators and flour mille,
192,104,000 bushels in farmers' hands and 1,509,590 bushels in transit by rail.

The total quantity of barley in Canada on March 31, 1931, is estimated at
84,630,228 bushels, as compared with 4Y,865,123 bushels in 1930, this year's total in-
cluding 27,000,391 bushels in elevators and flour mills, 57,042,000 bushels in famers'
hands and 587,237 bushels in transit by rail,

0f flaxseed, the total quantity in store on March 31, 1931, was 2,797,116
bushels, as against 1,221,706 bushels in 1930, this year's total including 2,059,528
bushels in elevators, 612,000 bushels in farmers! hands and 125,588 bushels in transit
by rail.

The quantity of rye in Canada on March 31, 1931 was 20,773,585 bushels, as com=
pared with 11,040,353 bushels in 1930, the total for 1931 being made up of 13,259,880
bushels in elevators and flour mills, 7,309,000 bushels in farmers' hands and 204, 705
bushels in transit by rail.

A detalled tabulation of stocks im given on ‘the last page of this report.

STOCKS IN FARMERS' HANDS

According to the reports of crop correspondents, 22 per cent of the 1930 wheat
crop remained in farmers' hands ay March 31, 1931. This proportion represents
88,633,000 bushels out of the estimated production of 397,872,000 buskels. Seed for
the 1931 crop is included in the stofks in farmers' hands. Comparable figures for
March 31, 1930, are 15 per cent and 46,304,000 bushels, and for March 31, 1929, 11 per
cent and 64,164,000 bushels. The quantity remaining in famers! hands this year is
lower than expected beceuse of farm disappearance as feed for live stock and poultry.

Of the other field crops, the proportions and quantities estimated as remaining
in farmers' hands on March 31, 1931, were, in bushels, as follows, last year's corres-
ponding figures being given within bracketss
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caté 45 pe.ce or 192,104,0Q 31 p.c. or 86,648,000); barley 42 p.c. or 57,042,000 (21 p.c.
or £1,308,000); rye 33 pece or 7,309,300 (i3 p.c. or 1,649,000); flaxseed 14 p.c. or
512,000 (10 p.c. or 206,000); buckwheat 23 p.c. or 2,551,000 (18 p.z. or 1,883.000);corn
for husking 19 p.c. or 1,111,000 (14 p.c. or 741,000); potatces 38 v.c. or 18,280,000
swt. (27 pec. or 10,832,000 cwt.); turnips, etc. 10 p.c. or 4,306.000 cwt. (10 p.c. or
3,534,000 cwt); bay and clover 25 p.c. or 4,095,000 tons (24 p.c. or 3,736,000 tons).

PROPORTION OF THE 1530 CROPS UNMERCHANT/ILE

Of the total estimated wheat crop of 1930, viz. 397.872.000 bushels, 1.1 p.c. or
4,302,000 bushels is reported by crop correspondents as havine proved of unmerchantable
quality. Of the remaining crops, the quantities, in bushels. and the proportions not
morchantable are as follows: Oats 6,898,000 or 1.6 p.c, of L427%,142,.000: barley 1,997,000
or 1.5 pece of 135,160,200; rye 87,000 or O.4 pe.ce. of 22,018,500; tlaxseed 58,000 or 1.3
r.c. of 4,399,000; buckwheat 393,000 or 3.6 p.ce of 10,903,300; corn for Lusking 118,000
cr 2 psce of 5,826,000; potatoes 3,210,000 cwt, or 6.7 p.c. or 48,241,000 cwt.; turnips,
¢tce 3,131,000 cwt. or 7.6 p.c. of 41,064,000 cwt.; hay and c.over 242,00C tons or 1.5
psce of 16,397,000 tons. The proportion of potatoes estimated ac lost through frost or
rot during the past winter is 7 p.c. or 3,216,000 c#t., as corpared with 7 p.c. or
2,965,000 cwt. in 1929-30,

PHELIMINARY ESTIMATE OF THE EXTENT CF FEEDING WHEAT TO II
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STOCK AND POULTRY, CROP SEASON 1930-31.

¥or the purpose of securing data on the extent of wheat-feeding in a year of low
prices, crop correspondents were asked to estimate the percentage of the 1930 crop fed
or to be fed to llve stock and poultry in the period from the 1930 hargest to July 31,
1931, The compilation of these returns revealed that 10.% per cent or 42,919,000
bushels would be fed to live ctock and poultry during the crop season. Tha Lighest
proportions are naturally fourd in the Maritime and ETastern “rovinces, with the highest
actual amounts in the Prairie Provinces. Nearly one~half of the Ontario crop is
astimated as fed during the year, while Alberta corresponcents estimate that 12.9 per
cent or 17,14l4,000 bushels have teen or will be fed in that province. This question will
e repeated at the end of the crop year and since many factors can influence farmers!
intentions to fewd whest the present estimate chould be regacded as preliminary.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE WEEAT CROP CF 1930.

The January estimate of the 1930 wheat crop was 397,872.000 bushels. A falr allow=—
arce for dockage would be 2 per cent on deliveries of 310 million bushels or € 200,000
osushels, The percentage not merchanteble justifles a reductisn of 1.1 per cent or
4,302,000 bushels, These deductions leave a net crop of 387,270,000 bushels. The total
available for distribution during the crop year, August 1, 197C, tec July 31, 2931, is
socured by addition of the carry-over of whea: in Canada 2t July 31, 1930, amounanting to
111, 692,519 bushels - giving a total of approximately 1499 million bushels. Necessary
illowances are 36 million bushels for seeding the 1931 crop and 44 million btshels for
human consumption. The total exports of wheat and wheat fiour from Canada for the seven-
month period ending Fehruary 28. 1931, were 168,288,L3L bushels, to which may be added
sstimated exports of 14,750,000 bushels during March, making a total of 183,038,434
oushelse The exports in the remaining four months of the crp year are estimated at 78
willlon bushels. Thus if the entire amount of L3 million bushels is fed to live stock
and poultry during the crop year, as estimated by our crop correspcndents, the carryover
of wamat in Qunsda &t July 31, 1931, will be approximately 115 millicn bushels.

Nalculations from the stocks on hand at March 31 (vis. 275,190,987 bushels) reveal
that, even with the usual allowences for seed and human consumption end wita the above
allowance for subsequent expor%s, there must be extensive farmm disappearanrce in the
succeeding four months to reduce the carryover at July 31 %o 115 mZllicn bushels. Out
total stocks of wheat have fallen 224 million bushels from the harvest of 1330 to March
51, 1931. Exports account for 183 million bushels of the reduction and the remalning
41 million bushels is little more than is accounted for dy human ccnsumption. On the
tasls of the Jamuary estimate of wheat production, about 13 miilion bushels have dis.-
appeared on farms as feed up %o March 31. This suggests that either %the preliminary
#itimate of wheat-feeding is too hizh or that the January produciion estimate 1s too
low. Definite figures, however, will not be avallable until tne erd of the crop season.

In any case, the carryover seems certain to exceed %that of 1930, which was the largest

Lo gir Aisbery,
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GENERAL CONDIYIONS AT THE END OF MARCH

Throughout practically the whole of Canada the winter has been mild and favourable
for the wintering of live stocks In the Maritimes and Eastern Provinces, a good snow
co¥ering has helped the hay and winter orops., In the Prairie Provinces,; there has
been little snowfall 5o that live stodk have been wintered in the opend The top soil
is dry and subject to drifting: While conducive to early seeding, such conditions
require early precipitation for the new crope 3British Columbia conditions are generally
hopeful for the 1931 crops.

Maritime Provinceg.~ All cléBses of live stock came through the winter in fine
condition with plentiful supplies of feed of all kinds, There has been a good covering
of snow throughout the winter and Wwith gradual thawing and little runsoff, there should
be sufficient moistute for some time. There is little frost in the gréund and the
prospects are for an eafly spring)

Quebec.- All 1ive stoek urs reported as having wintetsd well, fhere 1s stiil
a conslderable amount of enow on the fields., The ground is not frozen %o any extent
owing to the ample snow covering, so that prospects for grasses and clovers are good!
There is practically no ice on the flelds which is the usual thing at this time. Low
lands are still undet water, but the higher lands are quite dry. The prdspects for
"1931 are quite favourabls.

Ontario.- The condition of all 1ive stock is the vely dest o#iﬂg to moderate
winter weather and plentiful supply of fodder. The wint#t wheat as wall as clover 1s
in go0d condition. ‘thers is 1ittlh fiust in the ground #nd some farmefs are preparing
to work on the landi fThe supply of mdisture varles and raln would b8 welcome. Quite a
humber of early lambé ate reported and there have been fow losses: Alfalfa has come
through the winter it much better condition than in the labt few years as there has
been practically no hedving. Some didtricts have a plen¥iful supply df seed oats,
bdrley and alfalfa. Well-drained tlay land is in splendid shape for seeding. Heavy
draught horses are sg}$ing at go?dapr ¢bs, as well as‘pure49#e§ dairy cattle, &
p e - A . ¢ P 9 Vg

Manitoba.~ With a plentiful supply of cheap feed throughout the winter, live
stock have come through the winter in first class condition. The weather has been
quite mild for the most parts There 1is still considerable frost at nights. Local
%Fogfaprries were experivhced urihg the last week of Marchy There i8 a good deal of Boil-
rifting reported especially on 14s% pear's fallow.

Saskatchewan,« The open Winter has resulted in a cunsiderable saving of feed,
especially in the districts where drought was most severe labdt year and where a shortage
of feed existed. Live Btock are generally reported in faltly good contiition. 1In the
southern and central districts the remetve of soil molsture is generally low and abund-
aht rains will be required for the new crop and to prevent soil-dtrif¥ing. Copditions
in the north, however, with respect to soll moisture are more favourablee

— 4dlberta,~ The mild winter,ad well as the large supplies of feed, helped to
brirg live sbock of all classes through in fairly good conditions THe land has been
prdctically bare of snow most of the winter. There is little top-so0il molsture so
that copious rains will be needed for the crop and to prevent soil-driftaig which has
already started., Wells and creeks are reported to be very dry,

Fritish Columbias.~ The winter has bdeen one of the mildest on record with
snowfall considerably below normal. Soil conditions are excellent at present owing
to heavy rains during February and March with little or no frost in the ground. Very
little surface run-off has occurred owing to light snowfall. Prospects are that
later there will be a scarcity of water for irrigation purposes. Fall wheat and rye
are in good condition.
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STOCKS OF GRAIN IN CANADA AT THE END OF THE FISCAL YBAR MARCH b, LI,

The Deminion Bureau of Statistics hag collec
The quantities in farmers®' hands
The quantities in flour mills are estimated on the basi

Year March 31, T

WHEAT OATS BARLEY FLAXSEED RYE TOTAL
Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush,
Public and Private Terminal Elevators, Fort William

and Fort Arthur and afloat 51,417,557 3,929,089 14,799,128 1,131,875 8,163,970 79,467,619
Interior Private and Mf,. Elevators €,441,976 5123 193 1,934,667 64,646 65,821 9,640,283
interior Termindl Elevators, Western Division 4,665,974 267,810 41,254 e 4,257 4,979,436
Vancouver Terminal and Private Elevators 12,458,932 129,026 99 8§92 14,274 124663 ,223
Victoria Elevator 933,422 - - - - 933,422
- Prince Rupert Private Elevator 1,166,474 284 - - - 1,166,758
Country Elevators, Western Division 76, T8, T 7,836,724 3,632,926 855,974 2,190,515 90,907,854
Public Elevators in the East and afloat 15, 80020 1,762,970 6,398, 9T - 2,771,043 26,728,155
In Transit - Railways 7,280,712 1,509,590 587,237 125,588 204,705 9,76%, 83
In Flour Mills - Estimated 10,000, 00C 1,600,000 200,000 = 30,000 11,830,000
In Farmers' Hands 88,633,000 192,104,000 57,042,000 612,000 1, 304000 345,700,000
WL A LR, 1% 275,190,987 210,272,666 84,630,228 TS L6 20,773,585 593,664,582
1930 228,646,367 105,666,003 44,865,123 1,221,706 11,040,353 391,439,552
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