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Ottawa, May 12, 1931, 4  pm. The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issued to-day 
the first crp report of the present season, indicating (1) the intended, acreage of 
princftal field crop as reported by crop correspondents at May 1; (2) the progress of 

dli spring seeng and (3) winter-killing and condition at May 1, of fall wheat, fall rye 
an& hay and clover meadows. 

The report on intentions to plant field crops is the first undertaken by this 
Bureau, and it is important that it should secure a proper interpretation. It is to 
be regarded only as an indication of the seeding plans of farmers at May 1. The actual 
acreage sown may be changed by many later considerations, particularly by soil and 
weather conditions and by price movements. At the time of collecting the farm 
schethiles, there was considerable uncertainty in the Prairie Provinces, where highly 
unfavourable soil conditions, low prices and inability to hire labour are serious 
factors. The seeding of coarse grains was just beginning, so less reliance should be 
placed on these figures than on the indicated seedings of the main cereal. Later 

stirnates of actual seedings should not be expected to compare exactly with farmerst 
i nt it i nn s at May 1• 

The report of farmers' seeding intentions at May 1 shows the possibility of 
significant changes in crop acreages for 1931 - A reduction of g  per cent or nearly 
2 million acres in wheat was intended, the large decreases being in Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. The eastern provinces and British Columbia show a relative constancy in 
seeding plans, while the uncertainty in the airie lrovinces has led to lower intended 
seedings of most of the principal crops. For the whole of Canada, Intended acreages 
at Maj 1 show increases compared with last year for. oats, flaxseed and mixed grains 
and decreases for wheat, barley and rye. 

The winter-killing of fall wheat in Ontario and British Columbia was less than 
last year and less than the ten-year average. In Alberta, winter-killing was slightly 
higher than both last year and the ten-year average. 

In the eastern provinces and British Columbia, the condition of fall wheat and 
fall rre  and of hay and clover mead.os at May 1 is close to average, but in the Prairie 
?roV - .nces, condition figures are the lowest in many years. 

SprIng seeding of the principal grains has progressed rid1y, with the promise 
of enrly co.npletion. 

W.TFR COI!DITIONS SINCE L:AY 1 

The sDrinG season in the arItime Provinces and in Eastern Canada has continued 
generally favourable. In ITova Scotia, s'3eding has been somewhat hindered by cool and 
siowery weather. Plentiful rains in Quebec and Ontario have encouraged growth. In the 
prr.irie provinces, precipitation of some benefit has been received., but there are still 
large and important areas in southern and central Saskatchewan and central Alberta in 
immediate need of rain for germination. Most of the agricultural regions of Manitoba 
received rain or snow in the first week of the month and in the same period, helpful 
precipitation was recorded in south-western and northern Alberta. Saskatchewan received 
no si.-nificant relief from the prevailing drought until the T. 	when scattered and 
light rains fell over the province, heaviest In the north. In British Columbia, the 
provai1In eather has been warm and dry, so that the season is well advanced. 

!E—TENDM ACBEAGES OF PRINCIPAL 03)PS. 

'rr all canada, the intend.ei acreges for 1931 as reported at May 1 are as 
toIls, i.th the' '2 ) crees wihn brackets: spring wheat 22 ,152,300 (24,082,900); 

':,OCO (1,25,7OO,; bailey li,73L4..000 (5,55,7OO); soring rye 292,150 (357,050); 
- 	31 ) wo (5:,soo ;  Tixed grains 1,210,00 (1,201,00). 
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or t Prairie Provinces, the intended acreages for 1931, as compared with 
1930 in brackets, are as follows: spring wheat 21,905,800 (23,836,000); oats 8 ,3 67,000 
(8,286,090); barley 3,925,800 (4,755,000); spring rye 268,000 (332,000); flrtxseed 
6i,00 (571,000); mixed grains 53,000  (55,1400). 	y provinces the acreages are as 
follows: Manitoba - spring wheat 2,1431,800 ( 2 , 4 70,000); oats 1 ,557,000 (1,590,000); 
barley 1,149,900 (1,991,000); spring rye 24,000 (30 ,000); flaxseed 109 000 (112,000); 
mixed grains 13,000 (14,500). Saskatchewan - spring wheat 13, 180,000 1 14,326,000); 
oats 14,667,000 (4,531,000); barley 1 ,71 4 ,000 (2,016,000); spring rye 152,000 (192,000); flaxseed. 517,000 (431,000); mixed grains 23,000 (23,000). Alberta - spring wheat 
6,29)4,000 (7,0 40,000); oats 2,1 143,000 (2,165,000); barley 723,000 (7)48,000); spring 
rye 92,000 (110,000); f1seed 25 1 000 (28,000): mixed grains 1 7,000 ( 1 7,900). 

flTTEID 	ACREAGES OF 	INCIP.S.L CROPS, MAY 1, 1931, IN PRCE1TAGES OF 1930. 

Proir.ces Spring Spring Mixed 
'tVheat Oats Barley - Bye Plaxseed. Grains 
p.c1 p.ce p.c* p.ce p.c. p.c. 

Prince Edward Island 101 98 101 
- 102 

Nova Scotia 96 101 98 100 - 100 
New Brunswick 95 101 98 100 

- 99 quebec 100 101 99 99 914 101 
Ontario 99 99 101 

- 97 101 
ianitoba 98 98 75 80 97 87 Saskatchewan 92 103 85 79 120 100 
Alberta 89 99 97 814 91 98 
British Columbia 102 103 105 90 100 102 

CAflADA 92 101 85 82 1114 103 

PROGBES$ OF SPP.ING SEflJ. 

In the three Maritime Provinces little seeding had been done. In the other 
provinces, the percentages of seeding completed by April 30 are as follows, the figures 
for 1930 being given within brackets: spring whoM - uebec 50 

(-); Ontario 67 (148) 
Manitoba 79 (73); Saskatchewan 54 (61) Alberta 55 (6 14); British Columbia 76 (73). Oats - Q,uebec 37 (-); Ontario 61 (25); Manitoba 13 (11); Saskatchewan 10 (8); Alberta 
13 (11); British Columbia 58 (58) ,  Barley - quebec 32 (-); Ontario 56 (18): Manitoba 
8 (8); Saskatchewan 5(14); Alberta 6 (3); BrItish Columbia 64 (52). Of the total 
seeding, the percentages completed by the end of April, with last lear's proportions in 
brackets are as follows 	iebec 34 (-); Ontario 62 (23); Manitoba 13 (141); Saskatchewan 4o ( 148)t Alberta 141 (52); BrItish Columbia 54 (63). 

WnTT.TR-K1LtI9G OF PALL WHEAT. FALL BY £D Ef.Y AN) CIOV, !DO7S 

The area estimated last November as having been sown to fall wheat in Canada 
was 8914 ,000 acres, of which 8 p.c. or 75,100 acres is now reported. as winter-killed, 
leaving the area to be harvested at 818,900  acres. By provinces, the figures are as 
follovist Ontario #  sown 766,000 acres, winter-idlied 8 p.c. or 61,000 acres, to be 
harvested 705,000 acresl Alberta, sown 1114,000 acres, winter-killed 12 p.ce or 114,000 
acres to be harvested 100 0000 acres; British Celumbia, sown 114,000 acres, winter-
killed 1 ptci or 100 acres, to be harvested 13,900 ttcros. 

For fall rye, the area estimated as sotrn in Canada was 9144,000 acres, of which 
8 P.C1 or 78,600 acres is reported as winter-kIlled, leaving the area to be harvested 
at 865,1400 acres. By provinces, the figures are as follows: Ontario, sown 54 9 000 acres, 
winter-killed 1 p.c. or 500 acres, tobe harvested 53,500 acres; Manitoba, sown 67,000 acres, winter-killed 6 p.c. or 14,00 acres, tobe harvested 63,000 acres; Saskatchewan, 
sown 695,000 acres, winter-killed 9 p.c. or 62,600 acres, to be harvested 632,1400 acres; 
Alberta, sown 12,000 acres, winter-killed 9 pac. or 11,500 acres, to be harvested. 
116,500 acres. 

C0DI TIQi OFJA.LL THZZrI, FALL RU A HAY AN CLOV )ADOi3 

For 191 ar.d succeedIng years, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has changed 
the rasis of its condition reports to a 1ontime average yield. In previous years, 
conditicn was based upon the average yield of the previous ten years, a basis which was 
subject to change each : -ear. Retorts of condition during 1931 will give a coniparison of 
1930 and 191, the 1930 figure; beIng converted to the same yield basis as those of 

31. 
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The condiion of fall wheat, fall rye and hay ad clover meadbw at the end of 

?ril, 1931, exresed as percentages of the long-time average, is reported as follows, 
the ii -  for 1930  being given nithin brackets: Fall wl -ieat canada 97 (91): Ontario 
9 (90); Uber; 	7 (99); British lolumbia 101 (93A 2all rye - Canada 86 (99); Ontario 
100 (96); Maniba 83 (91); Saskatchewan 94 (99); Alberta 87 (98) 	Hay and clover - 
Canada 97 (3; P1nce Piward Island 104 (8); Nova Scctia 101 (92):  New 3inswick 104, 
(94); Quobes 100 (: Cntario 9 (91; !anitoba 80 101); Saskatchewan 80 (93); Alberta 
5 (9); British Coiinnbia 101 (9). 

GEr.L cc:iDi:IoiS AT TRE Elm OP APRIL 

:LP.ITll• pRc..p:cEs..- The season is considered ;wo weeks earlier than usuaL 
The soil is ix. good condition, but little preparatory work has been done eying to the 
cold and dry weath' Clover and grases have a good apearance and have made some 
growth. Seeuing 	nlc. be  under way &boi.tt the first of :!nr. 

. 	rd cIa re.r r'eadov's have com' through in splendid condition, little 
apparent dmnage re'ting from ice which left the fields early this springs The soil is 
in excellent condition for wDrking and an uxiu ally large aoimt of seeding has been 
done The greater part of April was ç: Ve  lry, b 	torard.s the or.d the:e were heavy  
falls of rain and snow which, while welcome r  delayed seeding operations. Early sown 
grain appears to be coming up well. Live stock are reported to be in good condition. 

OI- The spring is early throughout the province, but growth has been slow 
on account of the dry, cool weather together with frosts at night which have checked the 
development of crops New 3eeding is doing w&l, with the land in first class cndItion 
Good progress has been mado with field work. Hay and clover meadows have come through  ir- 
fair condition with very little heaving. Water levels are low and rain i3 needed 

everywhere. 

1- Very little snow having fallen d.ur'.ng tha past winter, there has 
been scarcely any motsture stored up, particularly on stuoble land where the soil is 
generally very d.ry, With hih winds prevailing during the month, this condition has 
resultcd in considerable soil drIfting, ring it difficult to get work dane. However, 
a large proportion of the 	eding has been completed., this o'erat±on being cnrlier than 
in 1930. There arc hard frosts at night which have increased the difficulties in 
getting seed.ng fu1lL under way. The growth of pastures and hay lands has been retarded 
by the cold., dry w.ther. peed is still plentiful. 

SASInvoly, The weather in Lpril nas been dry with some high winds which 
resulted in seiere Aust storms and some soil drifting. Wheat seeding was a lit1e 
better than hal3' nompleted at the end of the month with the soil Kn most of the so'thern 
and central districts in need of rain. 

The soil is stated to be in good condition for seeding. Summer-
fallowed land is hei''g seeded at present as stubble is considered too dry. The seeding 

of wheat in many aieas is nearly complete, but there arc several reports of high winds 
and soil drifting which have necessitated resowing. 1uch of the grain, in fact, is 
being stubbled in oi account of this factcr. Vain is greatly needed0 There has been 
some winter-killing of clover meadows and fall-sown grain. The appearance of cutworm 
is reported. Live stock are in good condition. Pastures are rather short owirZ to the 
dryness of the soil. 

BRITISH C0L- The very mild and open winter has resulted in fall wheat 
and hay and clover i.ieJows coming through in splondiJ conditIon. The first part of 
April was cold and wet, but since the middle of the month very favourable weathur has 
resulted and seeding is proceeding rapidly. In southern Vancouver Islafld, the season 
is at least a fortnight earlier th'r the average. Insect dam'.ge to truck and fruit 
crops is reported.. 
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Intended Areages of Principal Crops, May 1, 1931, as 

comDared with jqo. 
Field crops ielâ crops nten 	Area 

Acres 	Acres 

ixeci grains 

BRITISE COLtJMBIA 
Fall wheat 
Spring whbat 
All wheat 

Oats 
BarleV 
Spi'lng re 
Flaxseed 
Mixed grains 

CANAtA - 
Fall wheat 
prin wheat 
All wheat 

Oats 
.Barley 
Fall rye 
prin rye 
All rye 
rlxseea 
::ixed. grains 

P.
Prinr. w.ea 

Oats 
barley 
Mixed grains 

NVA SCOTIA 
coring wheat 
OatG 
Barley 

1-in s; rye 
Mixed grains 
NZ* B J1SWIC 
Spring wheat 
Oats 
Barliy 
S Dx4in r re 
1x&i'grins 

- 
prin *heat 

O.ts 
Barley 
Spr1n: rye 
Flaxs.ed 
Mixed rai.Ls 

OTARI0 - 
Fall w.eat 
Spri wheat 
All whoat 

ailey 

Flaxed 
Mixedrairic 

MANI TOA - 
Sprin. wheat 

Oa 
Barley 
pall rye 
prin rye 
All rye 

Fl axs eed 
Mixed grains 

SJ SKATCW4.N - 
Spri wheat 
Ot 
Barley 
Fall ry-
Spring rye 
All re 
Flaxs ed 
Mi:ed grains 

Acres 

815,000 
214,082,900 
214,897,900 
13,258, 700 
5,558,700 
1,091,000 

37,050 
1,448,050 

581,800 
1,201,1400 

26,500 
17 14 ,700 

5, I4QQ 
30,600 

5,800 
115,200 
10, 800 

200 
14,700 

9,900 
223,000 
10,800 

•3 50 

58,700 
i,gqq,gcO 

l5, 700 
17,500 
5,300 

1143,700 

677,000 
99,000 

76, 000 
2, 369. 999 

5,200 
958,000 

2,1470,000 
1,590,000 
1,991,000 

83,000 
30,000 
113,000 
112,000 

14,500 

1)4,326,000 
14,531.000 
2,016,000 

818,000 
192,000 

1,010,000 
1431,000 
23,000 

Acres 
ALB1A - 

818,900 Fall wheat 
22,152,300 SprIng wheat 

22,911,200 All wheat 
13,336,000 Oats 
4,73L4,000 Bar1er 

6,1400 Fall 2°2 150 	e 
1,1'i7,55O Spring ryb 

661,Oo All rye 
1,2l0,00 Fexseed 

26, 800 
171,000 

5,500 
31,000 

, 600 
116,000 
io,Goo 

200 
14,700 

9, 
225,000

400  

iO,Goo 
4 0 888 
58,700 

1 1  919 j 000 
155,000 
17,300 
5,000 

145,000 

705 ,000  
98,000 

40 0000002,, 
 

5,000 
968,000 

2 , 43 1 , 900  
1,557,000 
1,1488,800 

63,000 
214,000 

87,000 
109,000 
13,000 

13,180,000 
14,667,000 
1,7114,000 

632,1400 
152,000 
7814,1400 
517,000 
23, 000  

1214,000 
7,0140,000 

7,1 614, 000 
2,165,000 

7148,000 

137,000 

110,000 
247,000 
28,000 

17,900  

114,000 
147,000 
61,000 
91,000 
10,000 
7,000 
300 

5,000 

100,000 

6, 2914, 000 
6,3914,000 
2,1143,000 

723, 000  
i1G 500 

92,000 
20 500 
25,000 
17,000 

13 4 900 

61, 900 
914,000 
10,500  

6 13 00  
300 

5,100 
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