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Ottawa, May 8, 1976, % p.m, = The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issued to-
day the first crop report of tio presont ceason, indicating (1) tho intended acreage of
principal field c*’npq as &

reperied Ly crop correspondents abt May 1; (2) the prograss of
spring scoding and (3 winiter~rilling and condition ab April 30, of fall wheat, fall rye
and nay and clover meadows.

SUBLERT
1333331355_33_2};g;J"ggﬁé; = An increase of noarly » million acros in the
ares sown to grain in gaineda in 1300 is to bLe expected if tho iatentions of farmers at
Yoy 1 are carrioed out. 7ho 7ulended arves of spring wheat is 24,354,000 acres compared

with 23,560,600 acres in 1455 ond 26,646,200 acres in the peak year, 1932. The
intended increase cempared witn the previsus vear amounts to 793,400 acres or about

5 per cen% and it is prectically confined 1o the provinces of Saskatchowan and Alberta.
The intended acroages of ozts and spring e show Little chango from the 1935 figures.
Barley, hewever, promises sa incrcose of 166,560 acres or 4 por cont, while flaxsced
wilk be up 22,400 acres or 10 por cont, IY Tarmers? plans are realized. The intended
acreage of mixed grains for 1936 is 1,145,500 acres, which is abeut 1 per cent below
the 1935 level.

A 2 per cont increasc in polato acreage te a figure of 514,800 acres in 1936
i3 intondod.

za;%_ng~ru The aree of fall wheat romalnlnr for harvest in Ontario at
5%6.000 acres is vraciically 1rontlca1 with that of 1935. Tless wheat wag sown last fall
bus the winter-xilling smcunted %5 cnly 8 per cenv or 47,000 acres compared with 19 per
cent or 130,000 acres 2 year az0. The condition of fall wheat at April 30 was 90

compared wWith 35 at April 32, 13535

F&li_Rje - [Tae 7 lr,crnmL11'ng of fall rye amounted to 30,000 acres or 6 per

cent, leaving 33 000 acres NOT naﬁ“eq~ compered with 573,700 acres a year ago. The
condltlon at Ap_¢1 30 was G4 in boik 1975 and 31936.

Eoy and Clover. - The condition of hay and clover meadows at April 30, 1936,
was piaced at 9§ compared with 92 & year ago. ZIvery province in Canada, except New
Brunswick, showed an improvemsnt and the Dominion average is the highest since 1929,

Spring Seeding. - Tho zeeding of spring grains is even later than in 1935,
8 per cent of tho vhest crop was sown pricr te £pril 30 as in 1935 but only 3 per cent
of the ocals 2nd 2 per cent of bariey were in the grcuAd compared with 11 and & per cent
respectively a year ago. (n the whole, the sceding is the latest since 1928,

INCRVREMAITON CF_*INTENIICNGS REPORT

—_— e

This is the sixthk year in which an ‘intentiong? report for spring gralns has
been compilec. Fectatoes wers zdds4 to the =;Jeoula in 1934. The acreages shown in
this report for 1236 should not be expected %o compere exactly with the actually sown

acres - as showa Ly the June Survey *crult, for the Fastern Provinces and British
Coluribia and by the cuinguennial censug results for the Prairic Provinces. The

intendad acrcages are morely indlcative of Zormors! plans about the first of May and the
ateas actually sown may be altered by the euhanuent woather, by changes in prices, and
by many other similax condivions. Ap effurt is made, hewever, to eliminate the

hobitual blas in the 'Intentions’ figures as disclesed by the previous years!
experionce. With this cerrecticn, the 'Iatentions? of the past threc years have
corresponded very closely with the June Survey figures as published later.
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GENEIAL CUQP CONDITIONS

At the Fnd of April. « The reports of crop correspondents throughout Canada
at the end of April indicate that seeding operations will again be late but that soil
conditions are very satisfactory for geuminaticu and early growilie Throughout the
Dominion, coid and weti weather was cxperienced during most of April and, as a result,
the thawing and drying of *the soil toolk much icnger than usual. Winter-killing of
meadows and pasturcs and of fallwsown c*ops was lecs shan usvale

In the Maritime Provinces and castern Quebec, meadows and pastures came
through the winter in satisfactory condition and should respond rapidly to warm weather.
Increased acreages, particularly of potatogs, are pianncd in the Maritime Frovinces., In
the western counties of Quebec and nver mosi of Ontaric, thers was little growth and no
possibility of work on the land while cold; wot weather pecrsisted during the first three
weeks of April. In the last week of tho monti, however, under better weather conditionsg,
pastures began to turn green and well-drained farms were soon realy to worke
Germinating conditions for spring-sown crops ave considered very favourable.

Seeding will again be late in the Prairie Erovinces bui soil moi sture
conditions are cortainly the best sinco 1932, There has becn practically no soil-
drifting this spring; on the other hand, flooding has retarced farm operations in the
Assiniboine Valley. Doficiency of sub-soil moisture is still reported from districts of
western Saskatchewan and eastern Alberta, but the affected area is much less oxtensive
than in recent years. The seed used for the 1936 crop is no% as dependable as usual and
where it lacks in vitality, soil conditions must remain favourabdle to cnsure a good
start for the crop. In British Columbia, the weather changed ‘for the better! in the
last two wecks of April and with ample soil roisture, prospects are considered to be
very good.

Since Moy 1. - Almost generally throughout Canada, the weather during the
first week of May has been much more favourable for work on the land, seeding and early
growth, In the Maritime and Xasiern Provinces; temperatures rave risen and there have
been light rains. Pastures and meadows have recporded splendidly, Sceding proceeded
very satisfactorily in the Prairie Provinces during the firs: five or six days of the
month before cperations were hindered by rain in Manitoba and southern Saskatchewan and
by high winds and soil-drifting in south-western Alberte. Ia the northern areas, whero
seeding has not yct begun in earnest, the fields are drying quicily.

INTENDED ACREAGES OF PRINCIPAL, CRO2S

For all Canada, tho intendod acreages for 1936 as rcported at May 1 are as
follows, with the 1935 acroages within brackcts: Spring wheat 24,354,000 (23,560,600);
oats 14,150,200 (14,096,200); varley 4,055,300 {2,856,800); spring rye 144,300
(145,800); flaxsced 236,800 (214,4C0); mized grains 1,145,500 (1,152,500): potatoes
514,800 (506,800),

For the Prairie Provinces, the intended acreages for 1936, as compared with
the 1935 acreages within brackoets, are as follows: Spring wheat 24,087,000
(23,293.000); oats 9,510,000 (9,u7gpoooa; barley 3,362,000 (3,187,000); spring rye
133,500 (134,900); flaxseod 226,900 (204,200); mixed grains 64,800 (66,400); potatoes
114,400 (113,900), By provinces, the intended acroages are as follows: Manitoba w
Wheat 2,535,000 (2,587,000); oats 1,491,000 (1,434,000); barley 1,278,000 (1,121,000);
spring rye 10,000 (11,000); flaxseed 18,900 {17,200); mixod grains 21,900 (23,100);
potatoes 33,800 (34,500). saskatchewan - Wheat 13,602,000 (13,206,000); oats 5,041,000
(4,942,000); varley 1,146,000 (1,146,000): spring ryo 81,600 (81,600); flaxseed 187,600
(167,500); mixed grains 23,100 (23,300); potatocs 51,000 (49,500). Alberta -~ Wheat
7+950,000 (7,500,000); oats 2,978,000 (3,102,000); bariey 936,000 (920,000); spring rye
41,900 (42,300); flaxseed 20,100 (19,400); mixed grains 19,800 (20,000); potatoes 29,600
(29,200).

FROGRESS OF SEEDING

At the end of April, practically no seeding had been done in the Maritime
Provinces or Quebec. In the other five provinces the percentages of sceding completed
by April 30 werec as follows, with figures for the same date last yoar within brackets:
Spring whoat - Ontario 7 (50); Manitoba 15 (1l4); saskatchewan 8 (S); Alberta 5 (5);
British Columbia 29 (25). Oats - Ontario 12 (58); Manitoda 3 (2); Saskatchewan 1 (1);
Alberta 1 (1); British Columbia 22 (22). Barley - Ontario & f59): Manitoba 2 );
Saskatchewan 1 (-); Alberta 1 (~); British Columbia 12 (11),
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WINTER KILLING AND CONDITION OF FALL WHEAT, FALL RYE AND
BAY AND CLOVER MEADOWS

0f the 585,000 acres of wheat sown in Ontario in the autumn of 1935, 47,000
acres or 8 p.c. are cstimatod to have boen wintor-killod, leaving 538,000 acrog for
harvest in 1936, as compared with a harvestod arca of 555,100 acros in 1935,

In all Canada, whoro 536,000 acres were scodod to rye last autumn, 30,000
acres or 6 p.c. arc ostimatod as Winter-killed, loaving 506,000 acros for harvost, as
compared with 573,700 acros harvostoed in 1935. In Ontario, 2,000 acros or 3 pecs of the
53,000 acros scedod woro Winter-killed, lecaving 51,000 acres for harvest. In Manttoba,
whero 93,000 acros wero sown, 4,000 acros or 4 PsCe Woro wintor-killed, lecaving 89,000
acros for harvost. In Saskatchowan, 247,000 acros wero sown, 17,000 acros or 7 pec. woro
Winter-killod and 230,000 acros remain to be harvostod. 0f tho 143,000 acros somn to

fall rye in Alborta, 7,000 acres or 5 pecs Wore wintor-killed, loaving 136,000 acros for
harvost.

During tho wintor of 193536, the following percentages of hay and clover
moadows aro estimatod to havo boen wintor-killed, with corresponding figures for tho
previous year within brackets: Canada 6 (8); Princo Edward Island 8 (2); Nova Scotia 2
(5); New Brunswick 4 (3); Quoboc 9 (6); ontario 5 (13); Manitoba 2 (2); Saskatchoman 1
(3); Alberta 1 (2); British Columbie 5 (3).

The condition of fall whoat, fall rye and hay and clover moadows at tho end of
April 1936, oxprossed in percentagos of the long~time average yields per acro, is as
follows, with last yoar's figurcs for the samo date within brackots: TFall wheat e
Ontario 90 (85). Fall ryc - Canada g4 (4); Ontaric 99 (91); Manitoba g4 (96);
Saskatchewan 93 (92); Alberta 93 (97)« Hoy and clover - Canadn 99 (92); Prince Edward
Island 104 (99); Nova Scotia 101 (94); Now Brunswicl 98 (99); Quebec 102 (96); Ontario
) §85)3 Manitoba 96 (95); Saakatchewan 99 (92); Alberta 98 (96); British Columbia 96

GENERAL CONDITIONS AT THE END OF AFRIL
—=to esensoio Al SHe END OF APRIL

Summarized from the Reports of Crop Correspondents,

Maritime Provinces -

During the month of March, thers were indications of an early spring in the
Maritime Provinces, but April provided cold, wet and windy weather. The season, however,
is well ahead of last ycar. Work on the land was Just starting a the month-ond, with
practically no seeding donc. Night frosts continued and there havo elso been cold rains
to hinder growth. Growth of meadows and pastures commenced earlier than usual and there
was little winter-killing evident at the end of April. An increassed potato acreage is
expectod this year in response to higher priccs obtained for the 1935 crops

In the Annapolis Valley, apple buds havo mado a good but slow start and bloom
prospects aro considored very favourable. Similar conditions provail in the Saint John
River Valley of Now Brunswick,

Qucbee -

While tho winter snow disappoared earlier than usual in April, the weather has
romained cold and growth is not well advancod. As far as onc can Judge from presont
appoaranco, pastures and meadows do not seem to have suffered much damago during tho
winter and are in good condition. A gmall increasc in the acreage of fiold crops is
indicated by farmers' intentions at the first of May, only flaxseed showing a diminution.

Ontario =

The month of April was generally cloudy and cold, with congiderable rain. Work
on the land was hindered by the wet goil until nearly the end of the month. Pasturss
have picked up vory rapldly lately while market gardens are very promising. The rapid
rise in the prico of potatoes will probably encourage the planting of a largor acrcago.
Wintor-killing of hay and pasture land is no greater than usual, while fall whoat camo
through in very good condition despito the poor "top" grown last fall. The bud
development on apples promises a good bloom but dead wood and trees are still appearing
in eastern and central Ontario to dim the prospects. Other fruits and berries are
reported to be in good condition.
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Manitoba -

The spring is gencrally late and very little socding had beon completed at
the ond of the month. An increase in acrecage and gencrally improved prospects are
evident in the south-western cornor of tho province where drought has ruled for several
years past. Therc is evory indication of a sharp increase in Durum wheat acreage and a
more than compensating decroase in tho acrecage of common spring whoat, largely as a
result of rust in 1935. While the season has boon backward to date, soil moisture
conditions are genorally doscribed as good to execcllont and a chango to warmer woathor
would speedily improvo prospects. Low subsoil rosorvos are still ovident in somo
southorn districts. Tho Assiniboine Valloy lands were badly flooded and seeding will
be late in thosc areas. The oxact arcas to be secded to the different crops were still
in doubt at tho ond of April. Furthor postponament of secding operations will doubt-
less lead to increased barloy acreago at the exponse of wheat. Shortage of seed is
reported from south-western areas and seed of low vitality will be used in other parts
of the province.

Saskatchewan -

Weather conditions were generally unfavourable for s8pring seeding operations
in April and only about 8 per cent of the wheat acreage was seeded befors tho end of
tho month. While seoding started late it may still be completed in good time if
seeding weather during May is favourable. The secd bed ig gonerally good and the soil
1s in good condition for cultivation except in places in wostecentral Saskatchewan and
on some of the heavy land and low spots whore it was too wet for working. Abundant
snowfall during the winter and further snowfall in late April provided ample surface
moisture to give the crop a good start. Sub-goil moisturec conditions, however, vary.
In castern Saskatchowan roserves are reported moderatsly good,whercas in the western
portion of the province where precipitation was light last year, good rains will be
required during the summer to supplement present reserve. There has been 1little or no
damage from soil drifting or dlowing during the spring. With a few exceptions, fall
rye wintered fairly well.

Alberta =

Another late, wet spring is being oxperienced and tho optimism rosulting from
improved soil moisture conditions is temperod by inability to get on the land. 4
shortage of socd is roported from districts where frost and drought ruled in 1935,
Compared with 1935, the eastorn sido of the province has much better prospects and there
are only a few localities whore moisture is insufficient to give the crop a good start.
Soil-drifting has been negligible throughout the province. Fall-sown wheat and rye
suffered from tho drought last year; germination was poor and in some cases postponed
until this spring. There has becen a recont improvement. The southern sections of the
province, where secding usually starts, received heavy snowfall late in April so that
dates of seeding will bo more uniform over the province than usual. Some drought—
stricken castern districts report work horses in poor shape from shortage of feed and
this will lengthen the poriod of spring work and seeding. Wet land is common over all
the contral and northern areas. In these districts frost damaged the oats last fall
and there is difficulty in securing reliable seecd. A week or ten days of warm, dry
weather would improve prospects over the entire province.

British Columbia -~

During March and the first part of April, the weather was cold and
conditions backward. Since the middle of April, fairly high temperatures were
experienced, giving a stimulus to growth. With ample moisture in the soil, prospects
now seem very favourable.

ey
.
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Intended Acreages of Principal Crops, May 1, 1936, as
compared with 1935,

P.C. Intended P.C. Intended
Field Crops Area of Area Field Crops Area of Area
1995 1935 1936 1935 1935 1936
Acres P.C. Acres Acres 2.C. Acres
CANADA - MANITOBA -
Fall wheatl/ 555,100 97 538,000 Spring wheat 2'?? ,000 98 2,535,000
Spring wheat 23,560,600 103 2U,354,000 Oats 1,434,000 104 1,491,000
All wheat 24,115,700 103 24,892,000 Barley 1/ 1,121,000 114 1,278,000
Oats 14,096,200 100 14,150,200 Fall rye 9,000 93 89,000
Barley 3,886,800 104 4,055,300 Spring rye 11,000 91 10,000
Fall yel/ 573,700 88 506,000 ¥ et 107,000 33 99,000
Spring ryo 145,800 99 144,300 Flaxseed 17,300 109 18,900
All rye 719,500 0 650, 300 Mixed grains 23,100 g5 21,900
Flaxseed 214,400 110 236,800 Potatoes 34,500 98 33,800
Mixod greins 1,152,500 99 1,105,500
Potatoes 506,800 102 514,800 SASEKATCHEWAN -
Spring wheat 13,206,000 103 13,602,000
P. 5. ISTAND - Oats ,942,000 102 5,041,000
Spring whoat 26,000 98 25,500 Barley 1,146,000 100 1,146,000
Oats 154,100 102 157,200  Fall pyolf 292,600 79 230,000
Barloy 3,700 102 3,800 Spring rye 81,600 100 81,600
Mixed grains 23,900 100 23,900 All rye 374,200 83 311,600
Potatoes 33,100 102 33,800 Flaxseed 167,500 112 187,600
Mixed grains 23,300 99 23,100
NOVA SCOTIA - Potatoes 49,500 103 51,000
Spring wheat 4,200 102 4,300
dats 94,500 103 97,300 ALBERT4 -
Barley se - 101 7,800 Spring wheat 7,500,000 106 7,950,000
Mixed graine 5,900 103 6,100 Oats 3,102,000 96 2,378,000
Potatoes 20,600 103 21.7200 Barley 1/ 920,000 102 938,000
Fall rye 125,800 108 136,000
NEW BRUNSWICK - Spring rye 42,300 99 41,900
Spring wheat 18,600 102 19,000 All rye 168,100 106---177,900
Date 215,100 102 219,400 Flaxseed 19,400 105 20,40Q
Barley 12,400 105 13,000 Mixed graing 20,000 99 19,800
Mixed Grains ,000 98 2,900 Potatoses 29,900 g9 29,600
Potatoes »300 102 45,200
ERITISH COLUMBIA =
QUEBEC - Spring wheat ShR0 200 57,500
Wheat 62,500 102 6 0 Qats 103,400 102 105,500
gﬁi:ng- - 1,67u:Eoo 102 1,7o%:ggo Barley 12,100 103 12,500
Barley 140,900 102 143,700  Spring rye 4,800 g7 4,700
Flaxseed 300 100 300
Spring rye 6,100 100 6,100 y
Flaxsoed 2,500 98 2,500  Mixed grains 4,200 102 4,300
Mixed grains 122,500 103 126,200 Potatoes 17,800 100 17,800
Potatoes 127,900 103 131,700
ONTARIO -
pall wheat!/ 555,100 97 538,000
Spring wheat 98,800 g8 96,800
All wheat 653,900 97 634,800
Oats 2,376,700 99 2,352,900
Barley 523,000 98 512,500
Fall ryel/ 59,300 &6 51,000
Flaxeeed 7,400 96 7,100
Mixed grains 926,600 99 917,300
Potatoes 149,200 101 150, 700

1/ Harvested area, 1935, and aroa for harvest, 1936.
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