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STOCKS ON HAND AND QUALITY OF CROPS OF 1926 

	

Ottawa, April 14, 1927, 4 p.m 	The Dominion Bureau of Statistics isie to-day a bulletin giving in s'mmary form (i) the total quntities 
of grain (wheat, oats, barley, rye and flaxseed) in Canada at the end. 
of March, 1927; (2) the stocks of agricultural products of 1926 re-
mining in farmers' hands at the same date; and (3) the proportion of 
the crops of 1926 estimated to be of merchantable quality. The bulletin 
also describes briefly the general conditions by provinces thxoughout 
Canada, as reported by crop correspondents on March 31, 1927, and 
presents calculations relating to the distribution of the wheat Crop of 
1925. 

TTAL STOCKS OF GRAIN IN CANADA 

Returns fror elevators, flour mills, railway companies and crop 
correspondents show that cn March 31, 1327, the quantity of wheat in 
Canada was 175,978,000 bushels, as compared with 161,376,000 on March 
31, 1325. The total for .927 comprises in round numbers 109,872,000 
bushels in elevators, flour mills and afloat, 51,366,000 bushels in 
farmers' hands and 14.740,OO bushels in transit by rail. Of oats, 
the total quantity in Canada on March 31, 1927, is estimated at 
146,087,000 bushels, as compared with 222,377,000 bushels in 1925. 
The total for 132 compriE.es 14,071,000 bushels in elevators and mills, 
130,065,000 bushels in farmers' hands and 1,951,000 bushels in transit 
by rail. The total quantiry if barley in Caiada on March 31, 1927, 
as 34,307,000 bushels, as compared with 43,976,000 bushels in 1928, 

the figures for 1927 comprising 10,415,000 bushels in elevators and 
flour mills, 22,108,000 bushels in farmers' hands and 1,784,000 bushels 
in transit by rail. Of flaxseed, the total quantity in store on 
March 31, 1927, was 4,363,000 bushels, as against 4,791,000 bushels in 
1926, this years total including 3,422,000 bushels in elevators, 
670,000 bushels in farmers' hands and 274,000 bushels in transit by 
rail. The quantities of rye in Canada on March 31, 1927, were 
5,840,000 bushels, as compared with 5,176,000 bushels in 1926, the 
quantity for 1327 including 3,786,000 bushels in elevators and mills, 
1,485,000 bushels in farmere hands and 589,000 in transit by rail. 

STOCKS IN FARMERS' HANDS 

At the end of March, according to the reports of crop 
correspondents, 13 pc. of the total wheat crop of 1925 remained in 
farmers' hands, this proportion applied to the total estimated 
production of 409,811,000 bushels representing 51,366,000 bushels. 
In 1925, the percentage cf 12 was, reported, which, for the 1925 crop 
of 411,375,'00 bushels,rpresened 50,878,000 bushels as remaining 
in farmers' hands on Ma:c 31, 1926. Of the other field crops, the 
proportions and the auantities estimated as remaining in farmers' 
Iands on March 31, 1927 )  ere, in bushels, as follows, last year's 
corresponding narcent.ages end, quantities being shown within brackets: 
Oats 34 p.c.. or 130065,000 (39 p.c., or 199,016,000); barley 22 p.c. 
or 1,465,300 (14 prc, o. 1,953,500); buckwheat 18 p.c.., or 1,785,000 

~ 22 p.c., or 2,275.030); corii for huskirg 21 p.c., o: 1,677,000 
27 p.c., or 2,817.000); flayseed 11 p.., or 670,000 (ii p.c., or 
1,054,100); potatoeb 30 p.c., or 14,5•,000 cwt.(28 p.c., or 
11 3 774,000 cwtj; turnip..., ec 10 p . or 3,444,000 cwt. (13 p.c., or 
4,842,000 cwt.); bay and 1orer 22 p.o., or 3,26,000 tons (28 p.c., or 
4 1 473,300 tone). 
>or 22,108,000 (26 p.c 	or 29,351,000); rye 12 P.C. 
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MERCHANTABLE QUALITY OF CROPS, 1926 

Of the total estimated wheat crop of 1926, viz. , 409 ) 811,000 
bushels, 95 p.c. is reported by crop correspondents as having proved 
to be of merchantable quality, this proportion representing 390 ) 694,000 
bushels. Last year's Corresponding figures were 9? p.c., or 
400,163,000 bushels out of 411,375,700 bushels. Of the remaining 
crops the quantities in bushels and proportions merchantable are as 
follows, last yearts corresponding figures being given within brackets: 
Oats 333,352,000, or 87 p.c. of 383,419,000 (483,491,000, or 94 p.c. 
of 513,384,000); barley 92,449,000, or 93 p.c. of 99,684,100 
(106,825,000, or 95 p.c. of 112,668,300); rye 11,585,400, or 96 P.C. 
cf 12,113,900 (13,201,000, or 96 p.c. of 13,688,500); buckwheat 
8,331,000, or 84 P.O. of 9,932,300 (8 3 948,000 3  or 86 p.c. of 
10 3 448,800); corn for husking 5,479,000, or 70 p.c. of 7,815,000 
(9,021,000, or 85 p.c. of 10,564,300); flaxseed 5,543,000, or 93 P.C. 
cf 5,947,70C (8,903,000, or 96 p.c. of 9,297,100); potatoes 

,848,000 owt. or 81 p.c. of 48,682,000 cwt. (34,427,000 owt., or 81 
p.c. of 42,379,900 cwt.); turnips, etc., 28,879,000 cwt., or 84 p.o. 
of 34,576,000 cwt. (30,929,000 cwt., or 84 p.c. of 36,858,000 cwt.); 
hay and clover 13,850,000 tons, or 86 p.o. of 14,916,000 tons 
(14,484,000 tons, or 90 p.c. of 16,141,200 tons). 	The proportion of 
potatoes estimated as lost through frost or rot during the past 
winter is 13 p.c., or 6,094,000 cwt., as compared with 13 p.c., or 
5,534,000 cwt. in 1925-26. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS AT THE END OF MARCH, 1927 

Atlatjc Provinces.- Live stock have come through the winter well and 
are reported to be in good condition, feed being plentiful. There is 
a good demand for milch cows, especially from Ontario, and an excellent 
one for swine, the latter commanding high prices. The potato market 
is dull, prices having dropped considerably. The spring promises to 
be early. 

ec.- With plenty of fodder, animals have wintered well and are in 
ood condition. Prices are generally good. Potatoes are plentiful, 

and prices have fallen. There appears to be a need for seed oats 
in some districts. The spring is early so that the outlook is 
sat i efactory. 

Ontario.- Live stock have come through the winter in fairly good 
condition, although there has been a shortage of feed in many parts. 
Prioes for horses have kept up well, especially for heavy draught 
animals, while good mUch cows have also commanded high prices. 
The oat, corn and potato crops were very poor last year, and farmers 
will have to buy seed this spring. 

Manjtpba._ In spite of a long winter, accompanied by a scarcity of 
feed, especially of hay, in nearly all parts, all llV.e stock have 
come through in fairly good condition, except in a few districts, 
where horses and cattle suffered mostly. Wet weather last fall 
spoiled the hay and oat crops, so that feed had to be imported. 
There has been a good demand for horses and cattle. Work horses 
have advanced in price as much as 40 p.c., a good team selJ.in as 
high as $300, while good much cows also command from 460 to 4100. 
The market for beef oatt1 has been steady; a well as for sheep 
and swine. Prospects are generally encouraging, the farmers being 
optimistic regarding Conditions. 

Saekatohewan._ The winter has been long with fairly deep snow in 
cst districts. Consequently, a large amount of feed has been 

ruired, and stock, naturally, are not, on the whole, in as good 
Condition as usual. In districts where the crop was short all 
available feed has been utilised. In the eastern and northern parts 
of the province there was a good supply of feed, and live stock 
are in good condition. In the west central and southwest feed 
was not so plentiful, so that in many districts live stock are 
below average, and in a few districts losses have been reported 
among horses wintering under range conditions. The demand for horses 
is fairly strong and prices, paid at sales, are fairly good. There 
is also a good demand for good much cows. The market price of b.ef 
catti-, -i 	kt u. 	I-c 	are not quite so high in price as  
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last year; but the demand, for good broad Bows is quite active. On the 
whole, the outlook for live stock is encouraging. 

Alberta.- All live stock have come through a severe winter in good 
condition. There was a scarcity of feed, especially hay and cats, 
cwing to the poor crop of last fall; so that feed and seed, oats are 
boing imported. Prices for horses seem to be improving, draught 
horses bringing good prices owing to the demand. Good much cows also 
command a good price. Correspondents anticipate a late spring, 
but pinty of moisture makes the outlook promising for spring work. 

itish Cclumbia U - There is plenty of moisture in the ground and the 
outlook is most promising. Spring, however, is fully three weeks 
later than usual, and very little work has been done on the land so 
far. Fruit trees have wintered well, and prospects are that the 
crop will be quite satisfactory. All livestock have, generally, 
Wintered well. There is no dniand for horsed; a good demand for 
sheep and swine, with good prices prevailing. Prices for beef catt.e 
are firm with an increasing demand. 

DISTRIBtJTION OF THE WHEAT CROP OF 1925 

From the gross crop of 1926, viz. 409,811,000 bushels should be 
deducted 51,411,000 bushels to represent loss in cleaning (3 p.c.) and 
grain not merchantable (5 p.c.). This makes the net crop to be 

7 8 3 400,000 bushels. Adding the carryover on August 1, 1926 1  viz. 
5,500,000 bushels and estimated imports of say 500,000 bushels, the 
total available for distribution during the crop year August 1, 1326, 
to July 31, 1927, becomes 414,500,000 bushels. Allowing 40 million 
bushels for seed, 42 million bushels for food and for a carryover On August 1, 1327, of say 30 million bushels, we get 302,500,000 bushels 
as the quantity available for export during the year. From August 1, 
1926, to March 31, 1927, the actual experts of wheat and flour were 
210,198,000 bushels; so that apparently there remains about 92,302,000 
bushels for export during the remaining four months of the current 
rop year. The stocks in Canada on March 31, 1927, are as reported aoove, 175,978,000 bushels. Deducting 40 million bushels for seed, 

14 million bushels as food requirements for the next four months and 
allowing 30 million bushels as carryover, the balance exportable is 
91,978,000 bushels, a figure practically identical with the quantity 
calculated from the estimated production, viz. 92,302,000 bushels. 

GRAIN CROPS OF ARGENTINA 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports the receipt of a 
cablegram from the Canadian Trade Commissioner at Buenos Aires, dated 
April 12, 1927, stating that according to the third and fin1 
official forecast, based upon threshing returns, the production of 
erea1s and flaxseed for the season of 1926-27, is as follows: 

Vheat 220,830,000 bushels from 19,274,268 acres, as compared with 
ll,057,0oo bushels from 19,197,900 acres in 1925-26 and with 
16,385,300 bushels from 16,096,200 acres, the annual average for the 
five years 1930-21 to 1924-25. Flaxceed, 68,894,000 bushels from 
,571,862 acres,as compared with 75,193,000 bushels from 5,201,100 

acres in 1925-26, and with 49,344,300 bushels from 4,938,500 acres, 
the five-year average. Oats 62,378,000 bushels from 3,162,957 acres, as compared with 75 3 865,000 bushels from 3,194,000 acres in 1925-26, 
and with 50,203,000 bushels from 2,435,600 acres, the five-year 
average. 
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