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PRODUCTION AND MARKETING OF THE 1939 HONEY CROP

Ottawa, May 4, 1940, 12 noon, - The Dominion Bureau of Statisties,
in co-operation with the Dominion and Provincial Departments of Agriculture, issues
today a report on the production and marketing of the 1939 honey crop,

PRODUCTION

The revised estimate of the 1939 honey crop shows a production of
28,856,100 pounds, While this crop was smaller by 9,053,800 pounds or 24 per cent
than the record crop of 37,909,900 pounds in 1938, it was somewhat larger than the
average production of 26,860,000 pounds during the previous five years 1933-37,
Although numbers of beekeepers and colonies of bees were greater in 1939, a drop af
25 pounds in the average yield per hive reduced the total output below that of 1938,
This was due to a late cold spring followed by hot dry weather in July and August,
which considerably curtailed the honey flow, In Northern Saskatchewan, however, crop
conditions were most favourable and a big crop of good quality honey was harvested. As
a result, production for this province was increased by more than 50 per cent from the
record crop of the previous year, but in all other provinces except Prince Edward Island

smaller crops were harvested,

Production of honey in 1939, totalling 28,856,100 pounds, was
distributed by provinces in order of magnitude as follows, with the estimates for the
1938 orop within brackets: Ontario 11,500,000 (16,300,000); Manitoba 5,400,000
(9,539,900); Quebec 4,355,400 (5,108,200); Saskatchewan 4,262,600 (2,794,200); British
Columbia 1,004,900 (1,584,100); New Brunswiek 82,800 (90,100); Nova Scotia 60,000
(64,100); Prince Edward Island 12,400 (11,300),

The production of beeswax was estimated at 351,300 pounds in 1939
as compared with the revised estimate of 463,000 pounds in 1938,

Table I,

Numbers of Beekeepers and Hives, Production of Honey,and Value of Honey

and Beeswax in Canada, 1930 to 1939,

- Honey - Total value
Beekeepers Colonies of honey
Average Total Average and wax
production production price paid
per hive to producers
Mo, No. b, 1b, coents $
per - 1b.
OB onis s o v 0009000 24,200 362,100 68 24,486,500 8.3 2,133,600
LI T NN A R 24,000 350, 500 i 25,106,400 8,0 2;088, 200
B2 hmsleTe e Foversrevo o s 24,600 349, 300 61 21,169, 300 76t 1,663,200
USIRRELLA | s i e e ox s 23,100 328,200 T 25,287,800 8.6 2,256,900
1" S T - 24,300 328,400 82 27,062, 800 Iac 2,574,700
R B . pe 8 ov v 24,800 367,000 75 26,814,800 8.3 2,337,500
R & eziiee o e e 26,300 370,800 86 31,938,100 8.5 2,822,900
Y 5omiovnominale - A, H08 386,400 60 23,196,600 9,0 2,163,700
BB aheite e aireoibione o s 27,300 394,000 96 37,909,900 7.8 3,087,200
DGO 1 oheisrauenighvs #. 5 loxive 28,000 406,000 71 28,856,100 Gt 2, e, 700




Production and Value of Honey and Beeswax, in Canada,

by Provinces, 1939 as compared with 1938,

Value
HEON 0 1o 7 af
Average Honey
Bee~ Average Total price Total and
Province Kespers Coloniss procCu:iion production paid Value Wax
per hive producers
No. No. 1b, 1, couts $ $
1939 per 1b,
Prince Edward Island. 10 190 687 12,400 10,0 1,300 1,300
Nbus SPORAE i.....50. 280 1,350 44 60,000 15,0 9,000 9,200
New Brunswick .,..... 420 1,800 46 82,800 ° 13,0 10,800 11,100
QUSOREE o, o 0o oo 7,000 . 73,680 60 4,355,400 11.0 479,100 497,200
SRS ke 5. s e 8,200, 206, 000 56 11,500,000 el 1,035,000 1,075,000
NERBRREL % e v cms v ou 95040 58,000 94 5,400,000 T a8 405,000 418,500
Saskatchewan ,,...... 4,180 28,000 153 4,262,600 8.5 363,100 376,400
BRI & . s eic e« s d 3,580 18,008 121 2,178,000 8.0 176,400 184,000
British Columbia ,,,, 3,070 21,020 48 1,004, 900 15,0 150,700 154,000
Canoda ,..,.....,27,970 406,050 g 28,856,100 Ol 2,630,400 2,726,700
1938
Prince Edward Island, 10 205 55 11,300 1110 1,200 1,200
IR SRR 550,000, 260 1,350 47 64,100 15,0 9,600 10,100
New Brunswick ,...... 400 1,700 53 50,100 12,0 10,800 D s LOR
ORI . . 6s - Dee.ssh. 6,800 - 70,100 73 5,108,200 10.0 510,800 533,700
GRS )Ly ceeesso 8,300 2047068 80 16, 300,000 e 1,141,000 1,189,900
Vemiitebe ... .. ... ... 3,380 56,650 168 9,539, 900 6.5 620,100 639,200
Saskatchewan ,,..,.... 4,000 23,780 118 2,794,200 B ¥ 242,100 249,100
JROIERR F -, .o . e s . 2,090 15,280 159 2,418,000 ¥4 169,300 178,200
British Columbie ,,,. 3,080 21,020 75 1,584,100 A 0 237,600 244,700
Canada .........27,300 394,035 96 37,909,900 7.8 2,942,500 3,057,200

PRICES

The average price received by producers for the 1939 honey crop is
estimated at 9.1 cents per pound as compared with 7,8 cents for the 1938 crop, an increase
of 1,3 cents per pound, The total valus of the 1939 production including beeswax, for
which prices offered are sharply higher than in 1938, is estimated at $2,726,700, as
compared with $3,057,200 in 1938, This represents a decrease of 11 per cent in the total
- value of apicultural production as compared with a decline in volume of 24 per cent,

Average prices paid to producers for the 1935 honey crop in cents per
pound, with comparative estimates for the 1938 crop within brackets, follow: Prince
Edward Island 10 {11); Nova Scotim 15 (15); New Brunswick 13 (12); Quebec 11 (10);
Ontario 9 (7); Manitoba 7.5 (6,5); Saskatchewan 8,5 (8,7); Alberta 8 (7); British
Columbia 15 (15),

The total value of honey and wax, estimated at $2,726,700 for the 1939
ecrop, was distributed by provinces in order of magnitude as follows, with the
corresponding estimates for 1938 within brackets: Ontario $1,075,000 ($1,189,900);
Quebec $497,200 ($533,700); Manitoba $418,500 ($639,200); Saskatchewan $376,400 ($249,100);
Alberta $184,000 ($178,200); British Columbia $154,000 ($244,700); New Brunswick $11,100
($11,100); Nova Scotia $9,200 ($10,100); Prince Edward Island $1,300 ($1,200),
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Prices were low and markets dull in the early fall of 1939, Shortly
after the declaration of war in September, honey was placed on the luxury list by the
British Govermment and import licenses for Canadian honey were refused, The situation
created by this embargo was alleviated somewhat by the shortage of retail supplies of
sugar in Canada, and stocks were reduced considerably by the exceptionally large sales
of honey (particularly supplies packed in domestic containers), although prices
remained low, When import restrictions on Empire honey into the United Kingdom were
removed in November, prices on both the Canadian and United Kingdom markets rose \
sharply in response to the heavy demand, Quotations on local markets have increased
from as low as 5 cents per pound in the early fall of 1939 to 11 cents in March 1940,
On the United Kingdom markets, wholesale prices have ranged from 65/- to 90/~ per cwt,
(approximately 13 to 18 cents per pound Canadian) and import prices from 49/-per cwt,
(equivalent to 10 cents per pound Canadian) in the early stages to as high as 82/-

(18 cents Canadian) on more recent sales,

Sales for export, particularly to the United Kingdom, have besn heavy
and with supplies on local markets practically exhausted, the upward trend in prices
will probably continue. Owing to the scarcity of supplies on local markets, there has
been an increase in imports of honey from the United States since the beginning of
the year,

Exports for the eight months ended March 1940 have emounted to
7,340,691 pounds valued at $725,690 as compared with 4,205,122 pounds valued at
$323,653 for the corresponding period ended March 1939, Of the total exports during
this period, 6,652,574 pounds, or 91 per cent, went to the United Kingdom as compared
with 3,600,055 pounds (86 per cent) in 1937-38,

Reports from the United Kingdom indicate larger than usual importations
of Canadian honey in consumer packages, approximately 14,000 cases having arrived in
the United Kingdom this season, Canadian consumer packages are finding their way to
the retail trade in larger quantities than usual, due to the somewhat increased demand
for honey, the shortage of glass, the tendency on the part of the consumers to store
food stuffs, the rationing of sugar and the relatively lower cost per pound of honey
distributed in these packages, Canadian consumer packages, particularly 2's, may
continue to gain in favour with consumers, Sales of buckwheat honey, principally for
manufacturing, and to a lesser extent for blending, have been reported in the United
Kingdom, Prices are as high as SO/F per cwt, (approximately 10 cents per pound Canadian)
for this product,

Table 3,

Exports of Honey from Canada, for the Crop Years ended July 31, 1935 to 1939 and for

the Eight Months ended March 31, 1940,

Year ended July 31 Quantity Value
1b, $
1935 LA LR BN AT D SRR AR IR I A I I A I B IO I IR S A I S S Y 2,300,572 210,006
1936 P E SO OENE PG PP PR N R Ve PGl 8P VLS 2,228,429 170,019
1937 ® P e O R BN IR PP RO B IO N R CP e ¢ BtV 2‘668’581 225,387
1938 LA AR A B I B AL B B N L B L R A BN BE B BE BN BN B F BT B BU B BC IR B B B B ] 2:842!923 240’539
1939 PP AR FD B ONO B0 PR P O PO ta R Ve PR 5)511’988 413’112

Eight months ended March 31, 1940 .,.,..,.. 7,340,891 725,650
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Taole 4,

Exports of Honey from Cenada, by Months, August to March, 1937-38 to 1939-40,

1937-38 1938-39 1939-40
Total To Total To Total To
Exports United Exports United Exports United

Kingdom Kingdom Kingdom

kb, 1b, 1b, Ib, 1b, 1b,
Liighat 4., i5-0... 94,501 53,995 203,823 186,005 107,711 104,087
September ,,,,.. 201,491 152,423 608,280 570,305 191,155 36,243
OsEeber .,....., 412,787 275,674 758,454 678,337 173,376 11, 903
November ,,..... 817,790 658,383 941,560 823,821 264,341 54,790
December ,,..... 468,967 429,996 608,584 452,235 1,579,045 1,423,012
JRRUATY sy peres B1B, 706 316,299 536,913 498,979 2,448,217 2,446,191
FEBCWALY 54 o6 ... 151,619 7%, 088 130,607 109,760 1,085,298 1,085,182
MEel. s i .0 2000. 100, 582 30,080 416,901 280,613 1,491,649 1,491,168
Towal ,,.... 2,542,443 1,893,943 4,206,122 3,600,085 7,340,691 6,652,574

Imports into Canada during the first eight months of the 1939-40 crop
year have totalled 881,997 pounds valued at $53,916 of which 873,521 pounds were from
the United States, This compares with 23,825 pounds wvalued at $3,560 of which only
15,517 pounds were from the nited States in the corresponding eight months ended

March 1539,

Table 5,

Imports of Honey into Canada for the Crop Years ended July 31, 1935 to 1939, and for

the Eight Months ended March 31, 1940,

Year ended July 31

1935 @ 8P 8 s 08 08 G0 &9 2E BC 9P EP I8 4 DO B S8 Re o

1936 €r o080 s 20 C s
BEWF o cimiws i

1938 ¢ 9 0004 00 00 00 000 v s

1939 RO A I A N I A AU A B A R A A A I R I A A RN B R A NN

Bight months ended March 31, 1940 ,.....

ec o0 9050

C® e8 20 i pE v

40 00 0 8 v e e B S8 RO EC g

T Ve e P g tec s

Quantity Valus
1b, $
47,334 3,730
29,744 2,365
32,510 3,790
131,089 12,66
35,510 4,880
881,198 53,916

Table 6,

Imports of Honey into Canada, by Months, August to March, 1937-38 to 1939-40,

1937-38 1938-39 1939-40

Total From Total From Total From

Imports United Imports United Imports United

Qintas , States States

o 5 1b, ik, o), 1ljof By
EMRlEN ., B, 416 1, 800 i3 - 4,748 229
September ,,.,.. 6,439 36 2n 8 144 2139 474
QRiGElIER St s o, - T, 787 69,386 8,490 5,895 Il . 1676
November .,..... 8,270 7,972 5,423 5,094 35025 2,38
1012 e ol (6 S 4,600 4,528 2,793 450 702 70
JERVABY % 5 i 000 6,430 5,794 720 360 274,682 274,682
BEERBEY .6 iv 8,506 8,506 - - 111,916 111,516
NEBDOR (ires oo e oo o 2,626 335 3,574 3,574 482,961 482,696
Totel .,...... 117,044 98, 357 23,825 15,517 681,997 873,521
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