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LIVE~STOCK SURVEY - DUCEMBER I Gllar

Ottawa, March 21, 1938.-The Agricultural Branch of the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics, in co-operation with the Provincial Departments of Lgriculture, publishes
in this bulletin results of the semi-annual live stock survey made at December 1, 1937.
The numbers of live stock on farms at December 1, 1937, production for the period June
to December 1937 and expected production and marketings for the period December 1937 to
May 1938 were obtained from farmers by means of the card survey. In appraising the
estimates based on these returns it should be noted that the "intentions to market" end
"expected production" were reported at December 1, 1937. Hence changes in factors
affecting marketings and breeding since that date may modify the original estimates.

SUMMARY

Numbers of hogs on farms at December 1, 1937 were 16.8 per cent below
those at the same date in the previous year, and intended marketings for this spring
were reported as 12.6 per cent less. A decrease of 16.4 per cent was reported in the
number of sows expected to farrow this spring as compared with last spring,

Cattle

Numbers of cattle on ferms at December 1, 1937 were 3.1 per cent below
those at December 1, 1936. The intended marketings of cattle during the winter and
spring months showed an increase of 16.5 per cent ovor a year ago, but the decline in
cattle prices in the latter part of 1937 has considerably affected the "intentions"
estimates as of December 1. 4 decrease of 2.8 per cent was shown in the number of
cows expected to calve this spring.

Sheeg

The number of sheep on farms at December 1, 1937 was 1.8 per cant greater
than at December 1, 1936. /in increase in marketings of 17.8 per cent for the period
December to May 1937-38 was forecast by the survey. a decline of 2,2 per cent was shown
in the estimates of the number of ewos expected to lamb this spring,

Chickens
The number of hens and chickens on farms at Decomber 1, 1937 was 9.0 per

cent below the figure for December 1, haEen

HOGS

The number of hogs on farms in Canada at Dacember 1, 1937 was ostimated
at 3,680,400 compared with 4,422,400 at December 1, 1936, The reduction in hog popula-
tion amounted to 16,8 per cent with the heaviest declines recorded in Saskatchewan and
Alberta. This reduction was the rssult of an unfavourable hog-feed ratio in the latter
part of 1936 and through the major part of 1937, together with drought in 1936 and 1937
in Saskatchewan and Alberta. Tho inerease in numbers in the Maritime Provinces followed
& large harvest of feed grains in 1936. The rate of incrcase in hog production in the
Maritime Provinces appears to be slowing down.
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Tablae 1

Hogs on Farms at December 1, 1936 and 1937

dgtad
No.
41,100
54, 300
74,900
730, 300
1,689,900
244,100
666,900
855, 700
63,20C

1936

Under Over
6 Months 6 Months
No. Ne 1%
Pr, Ed. Island 27,100 14,000
Nova Scotia 37,800 16,500
New Brunswick 46, 300 28,600
Quebec 424,300 306,000
Ontario 1,197,400 492,500
Manitoba 162, 400 81,70¢C
Saskatchewan 430,600 236, 300G
Llberta 609,700 246,000
British Columbia 42,700 22,500

TOTAL CANADA

2,978,300 1,444,160 4,422,400

s St e

e S Porcent -
Under Over age
6 Months 6 Months Total Change
bl ST No.
32,000 15,700 47,780 ¥lE%]
35,400 32Dl 58,300 + 7.4
44,600 30,300 74,900 .
S79:860 - 338,900 7dRLEDQ. "=2uE
1,050,600 460,500 1,491,100 -~11.8
130,700 87,400° ZI8 000 - NG5
217,600 165,400 383,000 -42.8
389,300 237,300 626,600 -26.8
36,500 25,000 61,500 - 6.7
2,296,000 1,384,400 3,680,400 -16.8

Table 2

Hogs on Farms in Canada
Junoe 1 and Decomber 1, 1931 to 1937

Thousands
June 1 December 1
e o No.
1931 4,700 4,264
1932 4,839 4,125
1933 3,801 3,588
1934 3,654 3,649
1935 3,549 3,951
1936 ;145 4,422
1937 3,963 3,680

The nuribor of sows far
25.6 per cent less than tho number ro
deoline in the number of pigs born.

rowing in the period Juns to November 1937 was
porved for the same period of 1936, with a similar

Table 3

Sows Farrowed, Jure to Novembor, 1926 ang 1937

Prince Edward Island

Nova Scot

ia

New Brunswick

Quebec
Ontario
Manitoba

Saskatchewan

Alberta
British C

olumbia

TOT.AL CANADA

Poercentage
1936 1937 Change
= e ‘No,

5, 5C0 5,800 + S48
5,800 6,100 L
8,900 8,500 ~_ 4.8
89, 300 T 00 ~1 7@
164,400 131, 500 -20+0
23,200 17,500 -22,8
71,606 38,000 =489
9¢,200 65,100 -34.4
5,800 5,100 -~ S
473,500 352,100 -25.6







¢ Table 4

Pigs Born, Juns to November, 1938 and 1937

Parcentage
1938 G537 Change
e - No.

Prince Edward Isiand 56 . 500 38,400 + 3.4
Nova Scotia 80, 500 62,400 T
New Brunswick 86,400 30, 800 = G5
Quebec 8E6, 900 710,000 -17.1
Ontario 1,643,900 1,341,600 ~-18.4
}anitoba S GO0 160,000 -24.9
Saskatchewan 605, 500 317,000 47.6
Alberta 238,800 €15, 900 -34.4
British Columbia 57,600 50,200 -12.8
TOTLL CANADL 4.519,100 3,336, 300 ~-24.8

Pigs saved from fall farrowings in 1937 wers 23,1 per cent less then the
number reported in 1936. This decline in production wus apparent in all provinces with
the exception of Nova Scotia and Princo Edward Island. The decreases wers particularly
heavy in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Aloerta.

Table 5

Pigs Saved Junz to Novembor, 1936 and 1937

Percentage

1935 1937 Chango

No, Ho,
Prince Edward Island 48, 500 45,500 AT
Nova Scotia 49,400 51,800 + 4.9
New Brunswick 67,200 67,600 - 0.4
Quebec 697, 200 593, 800 -14.8
Ontario 1 S5 000 1.:09i%00 -17.0
Manitoba 162,900 120,100 -20.1
Saskatchewan 467,40C 247,800 -47.0
Alberta 751,900 501,800 -33.3
British Columbia 4€,000 40,200 0L ple
TOTAL CANADA 3,606, 300 2,774,700 225k L

The number of hogs intended for markst and ferm slaughter from Decemb er
to May 1937-38 shows a decline of 12.6 per cent compared with the same psriod a year
ago. For the first 15 weeks of the above-mentioned p:iriod the commorcisl marketings
have been 16.4 per cent below those of a year ago.

Table 6

Hogs Intended for Market and Farm Slaughter
December to May 1936--37 and 1937-38

Percentage
1936-37 1337-38 Change
e No.

Prince Edward Island 33,000 40, 900 +23.9
Nove Scotia 26,700 36,200 +35.6
New Brunswick 37,100 47,600 + 2855
Quebec 430, 200 431, 500 + 0.3
Ontario 994,800 883,000 -11.2
Manitoba 1'E8 5060 124,100 + 4,3
Saskatchewan 357,000 235,400 -34.1
Alberta 541,100 409, 900 -24,2
British Columbia 39, 300 45,000 +14,5

TOTAL CANANA 2,578,200 2,253,600 P (S
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-3 A further decline in production this spring is indicated by the decrease
of 16.4 per cent reported in the number of sows to farrow from December to May 1937-38.
Declines are anticipated in all provinces, with the greatest reported in Saskatchewan,
British Columbia and Alberta.

Table 7

Sows to Farrow
December to May 1936-37 and 1937-38

Percentage
1936-37 1537-38 Change
No, No.
Prince Edward Island 5,800 6,600 =422
Nova Secotia 6, 900 6,800 - 1.4
New Brunswick 12,900 12,600 - 2.3
Quebec 145,400 127,400 -12.4
Ontario 146,200 133,400 - 8.8
Manitoba 26,700 24,400 - 8.6
Saskatchewan 79,400 45,800 -42,3
Alberta B 25800 91, 800 =SISLE)
British Columbia 7,400 5,600 -24.,3
TOTAL CANADA 543,800 454,400 -16.4
CATTLE

Numbers of all cattle on farms at December 1, 1937 were 3.1 per cent
below those at the same date in 1936, Although increases in the cattle population
occurred in six of the nine provinces, the heavy reduction as a result of the drought
in Saskatchewan and Alberta more than offset the gains in other provinces.

Table 1
Cattle on Farms, December 1, 1936 and 1937

Porcentage

1936 1937 Change

No, No.
Prince Edward Island 84,500 50, 000 + 085
Nova Scotia 21500 232,700 + 1658
New Brunswick 210,100 217,000 £ B3
Quebec 1,587 5800 1,643,800 + G
Ontario 2,503, 200 258118, 200 + 4,6
Manitoba 710,000 757,800 +4.6. T
Saskatchewan 1,366,200 960, 400 -29.7
Alberta 1,364,900 1,216,700 -10.9
British Columbia 342,800 342, 300 == 08
TOTAL CANADA 8,337,400 8,079,900 - 3.1

The number of cattle intended for market and farm slaughter from December
1937 to May 1938 was reported as 16.5 per cent greater than for the same period a year
ago, With the exception of Saskatchewan, increased marketings were anticipated in all

provinces,
Table 2
Cattle Intended for Market and Farm Slaughter
December to May 1936-37 and 1937-38
?g?bentage
1936-37 1937-38 Change
No. No.
Prince Edward Island 13,800 16,800 AT
Nova Scotia 26,600 33,400 +25.6
New Brunswick 25,400 27,400 SRl
Quedbec 185,800 233,700 P25.8
Ontario 539,500 653,600 Bl
Manitoba 62,900 98, 500 +63,4
Sagkatchewan 160, 500 132,600 ~17.4
Alberta 203, 600 236,000 + 134 1
British Columbia 33,300 33,500 FROMG

TOTAL CANADA d 8 ERSAEG 1,463,500 #1485
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- The number of cows expectud to calve in the six months December to May
1937-38 was reported as 2.8 per cent less than in the same months of 1936-37,
Saskatchewan farmers anticipated a decrease of 21.9 per cent.

Table 3

Cows Expected to Calve
December to May, 1936-37 and 1937-38

— e e -

Percentage

1936-37 1937-38 Change

" Yo, No.
Prince Edward Island 38,000 89,700 + 4,5
Nova Scotia 87,900 86, 700 - 1,4
New Brunswick 1C 4, 300 102,100 =k 250,
Quebec 983,100 1,021,900 PRELg
Ontario 837,300 836, 000 - 0.2
Manitoba 229,700 242,800 w5
Saskatchewan 470,400 367,200 -21.9
Alberta 515,300 469, 700 - 8.8
British Columbia 91,300 98, 300 o il /LA
TOTAL CANADA 3,357, 300 3,264,400 == 12518

An increase of 1.8 per cent was shown in the number of sheep on farms at
December 1, 1937. The province of Manitobe recorded an increase of 21,3 per cent.
Decreases occurred in Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia and New Brunswick,
Tabls 1

Sheep on Farms, December 1, 1936 and 1937

Percentage

1936 1937 Change

s No.
Prince Zdward Island 28,500 38,700 +40515
Nova Scotia 106, 500 110,500 £ 5.8
New Brunswick 85,400 83, 300 -l 48
Quebec 501, 500 515,800 28
Ontario 524,400 576,200 G
Manitoba 113,600 137,800 +2%58
Saskatchewan 312,000 297, 300 - 4,7
Alberta 764,200 738,000 - 3.4
British Columbia 179,000 175,600 - 1.9
+ I8

TOTAL CANADA 2,625,500 2,673,800

Intended marketings and farm slaughterings of sheep and lambs from December
to May 1937-38 were reported as 17.8 per cent greater than in the same period a year ago,
Substantial increases were shown for all provinces with the exception of Saskatchewan
where a decline of 23.9 per cent was anticipated.

Table 2

Intended Marketings and Farm slaughterings of Sheep and Lambs
December to May 1936-37 and 1937-38

Percentage
1936-37 1937-38 Change
T IR No.

Prince Edward Island 3,200 3,500 + gy
Nova Scotia 12, 300 16,900 +37.4
New Brunswiock 7,700 2,200 +19.56
Quebec 76 500 892,400 +20.8
Ontario 70. 200 91,900 +30.9
Manitoba 5,200 9,000 R 5
Saskatchewan 7,600 13,400 -23,9
Alberta 127, 300 132, 300 + 19
British Columbia 23,600 36, 300 +53.8

TOTAL CANADA 343,600 404, 900 +17.8







The number of ewcs expected to lamb in the spring of 1938 was reported as
2.2 per cent less than for the spring of 1937, Increases in production were anticipated
for Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba.

Table 3

Ewes %xpected to Lamb
December to May 1936-37 and 1937-38

Percentage
1936-37 1537-38 Change
No. No.
Prince Edward Island 31,500 31,200 =IM0)
Nova Scotia 81, 300 84, 800 + 4,3
New Brunswick 61.800 61,400 - 0.6
Quedec 359, 900 362,100 + 0.6
Ontario 418,600 432,100 b ¥ 5 12
Manitoba 90, 400 106, 700 +18.0
Saskatchewan 148,000 137,400 - 7.2
Alberta 499, 700 443,900 <MGIES2
British Columbia 125,100 117,400 - 6.2
TOTAL CANADA 1,816, 300 1,777,000 - 2.2
POULTRY

The number of hens and chickens on farms at December 1, 1937 was
39,664,000 compared with 43,491,600 at December 1, 1936. The decline amounted to
9.0 per cent. Increases in poultry numbers occurred in Manitoba and Nova Scotia.

Table 1

Hens and Chickens on Farms
December to May 1936-37 and 1937-38

Percentage
1936-37 1937-38 Change
No. No.

Prince Edward Island 775,100 734, 500 - 5,2
Nova Scotia 815,700 820, 500 + 016
New Brunswick 1,002,700 586,800 - 1.6
Quebec 6,727,300 6,550, 700 - 2.6
Ontario 15,280,800 13,947,700 - 8.7
Manitoba 3,060,800 3,151,000 + 2.9
Saskatchewan 8,437,000 6,515, 300 -22.8
Alberta 5,428, 300 4,992,000 - 8.0
British Columbia 1,963,900 1,865, 500 - 5.0
TOTAL CANADA 43,491,600 39,564,000 - 9.0
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