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LIVE STOCK SURVEY - DECEMBER 1, 1938. et

Ottawa, March 21, 1939. - The Agricultural Branch of the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics, in co-operation with the Provincial Departments of Agriculture, publishes
in this bulletin resul.ts of the semi-annual live stock survey made at December 1, 1938.
The numbers of live stock on farms at December 1, 1938, production for the period June
to Ncrember 1938 and expected production and marketings for the period December 1938 to
May 1939 were obtained from farmers by means of the card survey. In appraising the
estimates based on these returns it should be noted that the "Intentions to market™ and
"Expected production” were reportcd at December 1, 1938. Hence changes in factors
affecting marketings and breediug since that date may modify the original estimates.

SUMMARY,

As the result of relatively large supplies of feed and low feed prices,
live stock production in Canada began to increase during the latter part of 1938. The
December 1938 survey indicated an increase in cattle numbers over December 1937, and
hile numbers of hogs at December 1, 1938 were below those at the corresponding date in
1937, they had increased over the low point of June 1938. A slight decrease was shown
in the number of sheep on farms, but poultry numbers were higher than in 1937.

Hogs

Numters of hogs oan faims at Docember 1, 1938 were 3.0 per cent below
those at the same date in the previous year, and intended marketings for this spring
were reported as 8.1 per cent less. An increase of 14.9 per cent was reported in the
number of sows expected %~ farrew {1is spring as ccmpared with last spring.

Cattle

Numbers of cattle on farms at December 1, 1938 were 0.1 per cent above
those at December 1, 1937. The intended marketings of cattle during the winter and
spring months showed a decrease of 7.0 per cent below a year ago. An increase of 1.l
per cent was shown in the numbcr of cows expected to calve this spring.

Sheep

The number of sheep on farms at December 1, 1938 was 0.1 per cent less
than at December 1, 1937. A decrcase in marketings of 3.9 per cent for the period
December to May 1938-39 was forecast by the survey. A decline of 3.6 per cent was shown
in the estimates of the number of ewes expected to lamb this spring.

Chickens

The number of hens and chickens on farms at December 1, 1938 was 3.0 per
cent above the figure for December 1, 1937.

HOGS

The number of hogs on farms at December 1, 1938 was estimated at 3,588,600
compared with 3,680,400 at December 1, 1937 and 4,422,000 at December 1, 1936. Hog
numbers at December 1, 1938 werc the lowest recorded since the December survey wasg
inaugurated in 1931. Declines from December 1937 to December 1938 were shown in Nova
Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, Saskaichewan and British Columbia. Hog numbers have been
declining since 1936, but an increase in December over June 1938, indicates a reversal of
this trend. The decline was caused by a fecd shortage and relatively high prices for
feed grains in 1936 and 1937. The more abundant harvest of 1938 and the general decline
in grain prices will result in an inecrease in hog production. Hog marketings in the fall
of 1939 and through the spring of 1940 will show appreciable gains.
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A slight decline of 1,8 per cent was shown in the number of sows
farrowing in the six months, June to November, 1938 as compared with the same period
of 1937, Fairly large increases in farrowihgs were recorded in Manitoba and Alberta,
but declines in all other provinces more than offset these gains, While the number of
pigs born also declined by 1.8 per cent, the number of pigs saved showed a slight in-
crease of one per cent,

The numbers of hogs intended for market and farm slaughter in the six
months December 1938 to May 1939 were reported as B.1 per cent below those for the same
period a year ago.

Declines in hogs intended for market and farm slaughter are shown for
all provinees but Prince Edward Island, with the heaviest indicated in British Columbia,
Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia, Official marketing figures for the
period December 1 to March 16 indicate a reduction in commercinl marketings of 17.4 per
cent, This is a considerably greater reduction than indicated by the survey, but some
increase in marketings over those of a year ago may occur in the late spring months,

Indications of an appreciable increase in hog production are given by
the estimates of the number of sows expected to farrow in the period December 1938 to
May 1939 as compared with the numbers reported for the same period a year ago. For all
Canada an increase of 14,9 per cent is shown. The greatest increases in production will
occur in the Prairie Provinces where the greatest reductions were necessary because of
feed shortages. The increase in farrowings for Manitoba is reported at 50.8 per cent,
for Saskatchewan 34,9 per cent and for Alberta 37.3 per cent, It is likely that
farrowings this spring will be somewhat earlier than usual and as a result marketings
next fall should begin to increase at an earlier date than has been the case in the
past few years,

CATTLE

Numbers of cattle on farms at December 1, 1938 were estimated at
8,091,100 as compared with 8,079,900 at the same date in 1937, This slight increase in
the cattle population indicates that the cyole in cattle numbers has turned upward and
this trend is expected to continue for the next few years. The low point in numbers
apparently was reached the June of 1938 when the cattle population was set at 8,511,000,

The number of cattle intended for market and farm slaughter from
December 1938 to May 1939 was reported as 7 per cent less than for the corresponding
period a year ago. Thus while the number cycle has turned upward it is likely that a
dowrward tremnd in output will continue for the next two or three years.

The number of cows expected to calve from December 1938 to May 1939
was estimated at 3,298,800 as compared with 3,264,400 for the same period a year ago.
This increase, smounting to 1.1 per cent, is a further indication of an upward trend in
the cattle production cycle but its effects in increased output will not be manifested
until 1941 or 1942.

SHEEP

The numbers of sheep on farms at December 1, 1938 were only slightly
less than those reported a year ago., Declines in the sheep population were shown in
Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba and British Columbia,

Sheep and lambs intended for market and farm slaughter during the six
months December 193B to May 1939 were reported as 3.9 per cent less than for the cor-
responding period of 1937-1938., A very large increase was shown in Saskatchewan where
the marketings in 1938 were drastically reduced because of liquidation of live stock
holdings.

The number of ewes expected to lamb from December 1938 to May 1939
was estimated at 3,6 per cent less than for the corresponding period of 1937-1938. The
greatest reduction was expected in British Columbia. Only two provinces, New Brunswick
and Manitoba anticipate a slight increase in the 1939 lamb crop.

HENS ANLC CHICKENS

The numbers of hens and chickens on farms at December 1, 1938 were
40,752,700 compared with 39,564,000 nt December 1, 1937. The increase in numbers
amounted to 3 per cent with the largest increases being shown in Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta. Decreases in numbers were recorded in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec.
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Yable 1

Hogs on Farms at December 1, 1937 and 1938.

1,9 8 ¥ 1 NS

X Percent-
Under Owver Under Over age
6 lMonths 6 Months Totel 6 Months & Months Total Change
No. No. No, No. No. No.
Pr. Ed. Island 32,000 151 700 47,700 33,200 14,800 484,000 & D8
Nova Scotie 35,400 22,900 58.300 34,000 20,200 54,200 - 7.0
New Brunswick 44,600 30,300 74,900 49,500 28,200 77,500 "GN
Quebec 379,300 339,900 719,200 388.800 302,400 691,200 - 3.9
Ontario 1,030,600 460,500 1,491,100 1,003,000 385,600 1,388,600 - 6.9
Maniteba 130,700 87,400 218,100 133,3C0 87,600 220,900 + S
Saskatchewan 217,600 165,400 383,000 214,300 147,600 361,900 = LS
Alberta 389,300 237,300 626,600 58,500 1 220,300 ofEAh . * 15N
British Columbia 36,500 25,000 61.500 32, 300 21,400 53,700 =12.7
TOTAL CANADA 2,296,000 1,384,400 3,680.400 2,340,500 1.228,100 3,568,600 - 3.0
Iabls 2

Hogs on Farms in Canada
June 1 and December 1, 1931 to 1938

Thousands
June 1 December 1
No . No-
1931 4,700 4,264
1932 4,639 4$,125
1933 3,501 3,568
1934 3,654 3,649
1935 3.349 38,984
1936 4,145 4,122
1937 5,963 3,680
1938 3,487 3.569
Table 3

Sows Farrowed, June to November, 1937 and 1958

1937 1se8 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Islend 5,800 5,600 - 3.4
Nova Scotia 6,100 5,200 -14.8
New Brunswick 8,500 i, (010 - 9.4
Quebsc 74,100 PLIGE - 4.0
Ontario 131,500 122,300 - 7.0
Menitoba 17,900 R A00) (0] 5L
Seskatchewan 38,000 34,100 -10.3
ALlberta 65,100 75,900 +16.6
British Columbia 5,00 4,300 -15.7

TOTAL CANADA 352, 100 345, 900 : 1
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Table 4

Pigs Born, Juné to November, 1937 and 1938.

1937 1938 Percentage Change

No- ) NO.
Prince Edward Island 58,400 55,800 - 4.5
Nova Scotia 62,400 54,000 -13.5
New Brunswick 80,800 76,000 - 5.9
Quebec 710,000 672,900 - 5.2
Ontario 1,341,600 1,247,300 « Wi
Manitoba 160,000 178,600 +11.6
Saskatchewan 317,000 292,300 - 7.8
Alberta 615,900 743, 700 +15.9
British Columbia 50,200 43,000 -14.3
TOTAL CANAUA 3,396,300 3,333,600 - 1.8

Table 5

Pigs Saved, June to November, 1937 and 1938,

1937 1938 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Island 49,900 47,900 - 4.0
Nova Scotia 51,800 46,800 - 9.7
New Brunswick 67,600 65,000 - 3.8
Quebec 593,800 573,000 - BB
Ontario 1,091,700 1,039,400 - 4B
Manitoba 130,100 151,700 +16.6
Saskatchewan 247,800 249,400 + 0.6
Alberts 501,800 592, 900 +18.2
Dritish Columbia 40,200 35,300 ~-12.2
TOTAL CANADA 2,774,700 2,801,400 # L0

Table 6

Hogs Intended for Market and Farm Slaughter
December to May 1937-38 and 1938-39

1937-38 1938-39 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Island 40,900 43,400 * Ll
Nova Seotia 36,200 32,800 - 9.4
New Brunswick 47,600 45,400 - 4.6
Quebec 431,500 391,900 - 9.2
Ontario 883,000 795,100 -10.0
Manitoba 124,100 121,700 - 1.9
Saskatchewan 235,400 198,000 -15.9
Alberta 409,900 406,700 - 8
British Columbia 45,000 36,100 -19.8
TOTAL CANADA 2,253,600 2,071,100 = 8ul

Table 7

Sows to Farrow

December to May 1937-38 and 1938-39

1937-38 1938-39 Percentage Change
No. No.
Prince Edwerd Island 6,600 7,100 + 7.6
Nova Scotia 6,800 6,500 - 4.4
New Brunswick 12,600 12,300 - 2.4
Quebec 127,400 138 ; 300 + 4.0
Ontario 133,400 132,700 - .5
Manitoba 24,400 36,800 +50.8
Saskatchewan 45,800 61,800 +34.9
Alberta 91,800 126,000 +37.3
British Columbia 5,600 6,600 +17.9
TOTAL CANADA 454,400 522,300 +14.9
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Sattle on Farms,
December 1, 1937 and 1938

193% 1938 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Island 90,000 92,100 + 2.3
Nova Scotia 232,700 240,00C + 3.3
New Brunswick AP0 282,000 L
Quebec 1,643,300 1,671,000 + Ual?
Ontario 2,619,200 2,855,900 - 2.4
Mani toba 787,800 748 000 - 1.2
Saskatchewan g58¢.40C 1,038,760 + €.l
Alberta 1,216,700 1,211,400 < Qs
British Columbie 388, 300 3%2,000 - 3.0
TOTAL CANADA 8,018,900 8,0¢1, 100 + 0.1

o

Tadle &

Cattle Intended for Market and Fazm Slaughter
December to May 1637-38 and 1¢38-39

19%7..38 19338-39 Percentage Change
No- No.

Prince Edward Island 16,800 18,500 #3047
Nova Scotin 33,400 34,200 + 2o%
New Brunswick 27.400 26.500 S L
Quebec 233,700 230 . 400 ~ k.4
Ontario 553 . 500 572,900 ~-12.3
Manitoba 90,500 88,300 - 8,4
Saskatchewan 132,600 136,000 2.6
Alberta 235,006 222,000 - 5.9
British Columbia 33,500 21.400 = 613G
TOTAL CANADA 1,463.500 1,360,400 A P

Table 3

Cows Expected to Calve
December to May, 1937-38 and 1938-3¢

1937-328 1938-.29 Percentage Change
A - H g
Prince Edward Island 39,700 40, 200 + 1,5
Nova Scotia 86,700 30, 000 + 3.8
New Brunswick 102,100 105.€&00 + 3.6
Quebec 1,021,900 1,033,300 5l
Ontario 836,000 21,500 - 1.7
Manitoba 242800 252,400 + 3.0
Saskatchewan 367,200 375,800 k)
Alberta 469,700 171, 900 + 0.5
British Columbia ’ 98,300 107,800 HNGe 7
TOTAL CANADA 3,264,400 3,293,800 + 1.1

PO o v —— ———
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SHEEP

Tzble 1

Sheep on Farms,
December 1, 1937 and 1938

1937 1938 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Island 38,700 37,600 - 2.8
Nova Scotia 110,500 112,500 + 1.8
New Brunswick 83,900 84,700 + 1.0
Quebec 515,800 504, 500 - 2.2
Ontario 576,200 550,700 - 4.4
Manitoba 137,800 134,700 & (12013
Saskatchewan 297,300 318,800 3 P8
Alberta 738,000 773,700 + 4.8
British Columbia 175,600 154,400 =iiE:, |
TOTAL CANADA 2,673,800 2,671,600 - 0.1

Table 2

Intended Marketings and Farm Slaughterings of Sheep and Lambs
December to Mey 1937.38 and 1938-39
1937-38 1938-39 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Island 3,500 2,900 -17.1
Nova Scotia 16,900 18,900 e
New Brunswick 9.200 10,000 o 2
Quebec 92,400 82,900 -10.3
Ontario 91, 900 70,000 -23.8
Manitoba 9,000 9,400 + 4.4
Saskatchewan 13,400 20,000 +49.3
Alberta 132,300 137,700 + 4.1
British Columbia 36,300 37,400 + 3.0
TOTAL CANADA 404,900 389,200 - 3.9

Table 3

Ewes Expected to Lamb
December to May 1937-38 and 1938-39
1937-38 1938-39 Percentage Change

No. No.
Prince Edward Island 31,200 30,500 - 2.2
Nova Scotia 84,800 81,800 - 3.5
New Brunswick 61,400 61,700 0.5
Quebec 362,100 356,000 - 1.7
Ontario 432,100 411,900 - 4,7
Manitoba 106,700 107,200 0.5
Saskatchewan 137,400 135,100 2 L7
Alberta 443,900 428,400 - 3.5
British Columbia 117,400 100, 000 -14.8
TOTAL CANADA L7777 8080 1 2600 - 3.6
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HENS /ND_CHICKENS
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Table 1

il Ohickens on Farms

Decemoer to May, 1937-38 and 1938-39

1937-38 1938-39 Percentage Change
No. No.
Prince Edward Island 734,500 721,200 - 1.8
Nova Scotia 820,500 800,200 - 2.5
New Brunswick 986,800 951,90C - 3.5
Quebec 6,550,700 6,367,300 - 2.8
Ontario 13,947,700 14,289,700 + 2.5
Meni toba 3,151,000 3,419,100 + B
Saskatchewan 6,515,300 6,936,200 + 65
Alberta 4,992,00C 5,381,200 i3 A
British Columbia 1,865,500 1,885,900 # gl s
TOTAL CANAD. 39,564,000 40,752,700 + 3.0
PRICES OF LIVE STOCK :iAND ANIMAY. PRODUCTS
IN RELLTION TO PRICES OF FEED, BY MONTHS, 1936 TO DATE
INDEX NUMBERS -~ 1926 = 100.
1 936 I
Live Stock Feed Ratio Live Stock Feed Ratio
Prices Prices Prices Prices
January 7S 62.3 124.4 g2.1 106.3 78.0
February ] 61.0 12 5 82.6 104.7 78,9
March 7ed 621 122.4 84.2 ey J6 78.3
April R348 61.8 119.4 863 L0}/ e 80.1
May 73.0 60-.6 1205, 857 1038 83.4
June 70.4 Bl ¥ sy ], 81.% 99.2 82.1
July 7136 163 93,5 83.9 MG 9 7858
August 71.9 89.8 80.1 8bis 90.9 94.1
September 74.7 90.2 [S52] e 88.8 91.3 A ]
October /(S 90,5 E%.7 8¢.9 91.5 35.¢
November 79,95 91,6 86.8 87.4 YA 1004
December 80.8 101.C 80.0 84.6 88.4 95.7
1 9458 1.98.9
Live Stock Feed Ratio Live Stock Feed Ratio
Prices Prices Prices Prices
January B2Ra 94,2 (7 ! SN 7 Sl 2 142.8
February Nl 96, 84,1 8i%.5 58.4 139.6
March LAY, 93.1 87.4
April Sl 88.4 91.9
May 81.8 85.8 95.3
June 80-5 8il. 42 99.1
July 80.8 74.0 109.2
August 79.7 63.4 1257
September SIUS 55.6 148.9
October 81l.0 £5.6 148.7
November 82.1 54.2 1145 HEH)
December B2NS 54.5 151.9
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Feed prices in February 1939 stood at 58.4 per cent of the 1926 level
compared with an index of 96.4 for February 1938 and 104.7 for February 19%7. Prices of
live stock produets for February 1939 were 81.5 per cent of 1926, compared with 81.1 in
February 1938 and 82.6 in February 1937. Feed prices declined from a level of 96.4 in
February 1938 to 54.2 last November. During the same period an inerease of one point
occurred in the index of prices of live stock and live stock products.,

HOG -~ BARLEY RATIO

NUMEER OF BUSHELS OF BARLEY BQUIVALENT IN PRICE
TO 100 POUNIS OF BACON HOG AT WINNIPEG.
LONG TIME AVERAGE 17.2.

1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939
January 23.8 1743 22 A 10.0 P15 AL 29.4
February 26.5 18.5 28.7 10.2 15,1 31.1
March 25.0 19.8 26.5 10.9 18.6
April 24.7 19.7 26.8 12.4 19.8
May 24.9 23.5 2R 12.6 20.9
June 22.6 2848 28.0 14.6 23.2
July 21.2 29.6 20.3 14.4 29,6
August 151:5 389 1Pl 1G] 53] ol l
September 14.7 29.2 15.6 17.9 34.1
October 15.9 29.3 LE6 14.5 26.9
November 151 ) 1as0 15K (0] 28,9
December 14.8 2945 eR 7 16.1 2945

The hog-barley retio for the month of February, 1939 stood at 31.1 com-
pared with 15.1 in Fepruary 1938 and 10.2 in February 1937. The hog-barley ratio during
the past eight months has been the most favourable to incressing hog production since
1931 and its effects will be shown in increesed hog marketings during the latter part of
1939 and through 1%40.
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