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LIVE STOCK SURVEY - DECEVEER 1, 1941 

Ottawa, March 23, 1942.- The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issues today a 
second bulletin on the December Survey of Live Stock and Poultry dealing with the reports 
received on cattle, sheep, hens and chickens and turkeys. A detailed statement on hogs 
was releasedrr-O, 1942. The estimates are compiled from the card schedules 
returned by farmers and are prepared in cooperation with the provincial Departments of 
Agriculture. 

CATTLE 

For the fourth successive year numbers of cattle on farms at December 1 
were higher than those at the same date of the previous year. The increase in 1941 
averaged 3.5 per cent for the Dominion as a whole and increases were reported from Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. Minor declines occurred in Q,uebec 
and the Maritime Provinces. The present upward trend in cattle numbers is expected to 
continue as there is evidence that farmers are still withholding stock from the market 
for the purpose of building up herds. This tendency is particularly true in the Prairie 
Provinces. 

Numbers of milk cows were also slightly higher at December 1, 1941 as 
compared with the same date a year ago. Increases in milk cow numbers occurred in Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, while in the four eastern provinces 
minor declines were recorded. Numbers of cows bred to calve during the period December to 
May 1941-42 were 3.6 per cent higher than those of the same period a year previously. 
Increases were most substantial in Saskatchewan and Alberta and declines were evident only 
in Nova Scotia and Q,uebec. 

Numbers of sheep on farms at December 1, 1941 were 2,824,500, a gain of 5 
per cent over the 2,688,800 on farms at December 1, 1940. Increases in numbers occurred 
in all provinces except Ontario and British Columbia and in Saskatchewan and Alberta 
numbers were higher by more than 10 per cent. Sheep numbers have been increasing since 
1939 and a further increase in 1942 is anticipated. 

An increase of 4.8 per cent was shown in the numbers of hens and chickens 
on farms at December 1, 1941. Increases were recorded by all provinces except British 
Columbia. The December 1 turkey population was 6.3 per cent greater than a year previously 
with sharp increases occurring in British Columbia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Prince 
Edward Island. Numbers of turkeys in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Q,uebec were lower 
than those of a year ago. 

Table 1 

Cattle: l'umbers on Farms at June 1 and December 1 
1931 to 1941 

Year 	June 1 	December 1 

Thousands 
1931 ........... 7,973 7 0 864 
1932 ........... 8,530 8,092 
1933 ........... 8,917 8,503 
1934 ....... 9,012 8 1 539 
1935 8 9 897 8 9 499 
1936 8,841 8,337 
1937 ..... ..... 8,840 8 1 080 
1938 ........... 8,511 8 1 091 
1939 .......... 8 9474 8,224 
1940 ...... 8,565 8,316 
1941 8,798 8,605 
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Table 2 

Cattle: Icuinbers on Farms at December 1, 1940 and 1941 

1940 	1941 	1941Total 

	

Milk 	Other 	Nilk 	Other 	
% of 

	

Cows 	Cattle 	Total 	Cows 	Cattle 	Total 	
1940 

	

No. 	No. 	No. 	No. 	No. 	No. 

P. E. Island 42,900 40,800 83 9 700 41,900 41 0 100 83 1 000 99.2 
Nova Scotia 119,400 112 9 700 232,100 119 1 400 106,700 226,100 97.4 

New Brunswick 120,800 94 1 300 215,100 119,000 89,600 208 0 600 97.0 

Quebec 1 1 037,500 650,600 1,688,100 1,030,000 602,000 1,632,000 9617 
Ontario 1 1 196 1 100 1,337 9 800 2 1 533 1 900 1 0 231 1 500 1,360,300 2,591,800 102.3 
Manitoba 347,600 376 9 200 723 9 800 349 0 000 425 1 700 774 0 700 107 10 
Saskatchewan 533,200 656 1 900 1 9 190,100 574,000 756,000 1 1 330,000 111.6 
Alberta 387,000 915,700 1 9 302 1 700 402,000 988 0 200 1,390 1 200 106.7 
British Columbia 132 1 600 213 0 500 346,100 135 0 300 233 9 500 368 1 800 106.6 

Total - Canada 3 1 917 9 100 4,398,500 8 3,315 9 600 4 1 002 1 100 4 9 603 0 100 8,605 2 200 103.5 

Table 3 

Cows: Numbers Bred to Calve, December to Nay, 1940-41 and 1941-42 

1941-42 
1940-41 	1941-42 	% or 

1940-41 

No. No. 

Prince Edward Island 37 9 500 39,900 106.4 
Nova Scotia 85,700 85,000 99.2 
New Brunswick 105 1 100 105,800 100.7 

Quebec 1 0 049,100 1 1 036,600 98.8 

Ontario 819,600 848 1 000 103.5 

anitoba 239,200 246,000 102.8 

Saskatchewan 429,800 480 0 000 111.7 

Alberta 548 9 000 594,000 108.4 

British Columbia 115 1 500 119,000 103.0 

Total - Canada 	3 0 429,500 	3,554,300 	103.6 

Table 4 

Sheep: Numbers on Farms at June 1 and December 1 

1931 to 1941 

June 1 	December 1 

Thousands 

1931 3,627 2,762 

1932 3 0 644 2 1 812 
1933 3 1 386 2,738 

1934 3,421 2 9 738 
1935 3,399 2 9 628 
1936 3 1 327 2 1 626 
1937 3 0 340 2,674 

1938 3 1 415 2,672 

1939 3,366 2 1 653 
1940 3,452 2,689 

1941 3 3,550 21824 





Table 5 

Shoep: Iumbers on Farms at December 1, 1940 and 1941 

1941 % 

1940 	1941 	of 1940 

No. No. 

Prince Edward Island 33,800 35,100 103.8 

Nova Scotia 103,100 104 1 000 100.9 

New Brunswick 82,900 88 1 400 106.6 

Quebec 491 3 400 498,000 101.3 

Ontario 496 3 500 488 1 200 98.3 

anitoba 138 1 600 150,900 108.9 

Saskatchewan 391,900 435,000 111.0 

Alberta 796,200 877 9 000 110.1 

British Columbia 154 1 400 147 1 900 95.8 

Total - Canada 2,688,800 2,824 1 500 105.0 

Table 6 

Hens and Chickens: Numbers on Farms at Tune 1 and December 1, 1931 to 1941 

June 1 	December 1 

Thousands 

1931 61,277 50,615 

1932 59,843 49,226 

1933 54 1 943 46,643 

1934 55,430 46 1 487 

1935 539063 441199 

1936 55,769 43 9 492 

1937 53,983 39,564 

1938 53 0 775 40,753 

1939 58,510 439527 

1940 60,201 469764 

1941 62,532 48,986 

Table 7 

Trs and Chickens: Numbers on Farms at December 1, 1940 and 1941 

19 ,11 70 
1940 1941 of 1940 

No. NO. 

Prince Edward Island 766 1 200 802 1 300 104.7 
102.3 

Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick 

942 2 700 
1 1 023,600 

964 1 000 
1 1 061,500 103.7 

Quebec 8 1 434,800 8,608 1 000 102.1 

Ontario 14 0 200 2 700 14 1 436,600 101.7 

Manitoba 4 0 174,300 4,603 9 000 110.3 

Saskatchewan 8 0 674 1 600 9 1 656 9 000 111.3 

Alberta 6 1 375,400 6,700,000 105.1 

British Columbia 2 1 171 1 600 2,155,000 99.2 

Total - Canada 46 1 763,900 48,986 1 400 104.8 

Table 8 

Turkeys: 	Numbers on Farms at December 1, 1940 and 1941 
1941 % 

1940 1941 of 1940 

No. No. 

Prince Edward Island 6,000 6,500 106.3 
65.1 

Nova Scotia 25 1 800 16 1800 
33,800 81.8 

New Brunswick 41 1 300 
190,500 169,600 89.0 

Quebec 
Ontario 453,900 457,100 100.7 

Manitoba 433 1 300 510,900 117.9 

Saskatchewan 1,013,300 1,107,000 109.2 

Alberta 525 3 900 550,000 104.6 

British Columbia 25,600 33,800 132.0 

Total - Canada 2,715,600 2 1 885 1 500 106.3 
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