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ADVANCE RORT ON THE FUR FAR1S OF THE PRAIRIE HOVIIcCKS, 

BRITISH COLUMBIA AND YUKON, 1943 

Revenue to fur ranchers in the Prairie Provinces, British Columbia 
and Yukon from the sale of pelts and live animals increased substantially in 1943 as 
compared with 1942. The number of fur terms being operated in the year declined from 
2,090 to 1,874 but the number of animals on ftrns was higher and the ircrosed values 
in 1943 resulted in an irLcrease in the total value of property from $5,769,501 to 
6,994,039. This increase was common to all four provinces and to Yukon. 

The fur farm revenue in 1943 amounted to .3,846,738 of which the sale 
of pelts contributed 43,611,268 or 94 per cent and the sale of live animals accounted 
for the remainiri 234 2 870 Compared with the preceding year pelt sales showed an 
increase in value of $832,204 or 30 per cent and the live animal sales an Increase of 
130,679 or 126 per cent. 

The number of fur farms in the area declined from 2,090 to 1,874 and 
the number of operating. farms in 1943, by provinces, was Manitoba 505; Saskatchewan 
474; Alberta 643; British Columbia 247; and Yukon 5. The number of fur-bearing 
animals on farms at the end of the year totalled 97,069 with a value of .3,647,065 
compared with 88,098 valued at .2.507535 at the close of 1942. 

The number of animals born on the farms in 1943 was 186,062, a 
decrease of 72,869 from the preceding year. The number of silver foxes born was less 
than in 1942 by 9,993 or 26 per cent but the number of new type foxes increased by 
4,126 or 56 per cent. The numbers of mink born were sharply lower in 1943 than in the 
preceding year. 

Summaries of the principal statistics of the fur farming industry in 
each of the four provinces and Yukon are presented in the following tables. 

1. 	Number of Fur Farms and Value of Property, the Prairie Provinces, 
British Columbia and Yukon, 1942 and 1943 

1942 1943 

Province Total Total Value Total Total Value 
Fur Farms of Property Fur Farms of Property 

No No. 
Manitoba 	..... 548 1,864,243 505 2,256,194 
Saskatchewan 	........• 522 939,189 474 1,233,704 
Alberta 	............... 716 2,239,087 643 2,631,606 
British Columbia 298 ?149?7 247 849,320 
Yukon 	................. 6 	- 12,005 5 23,215 

Total 2,090 5,769 1 501 1 0 874 6,994,039 



2. 1:umbcr of Fur-bearing Animals Borr. on Fur Farms, 142 and 1943 

MN ITOBA SASKkTCIJE 

1942 1943 1942 1943 

No. No. No. No. 

Silver fox 	......... 13,571 11,051 10,495 7 1 344 
Cross 	fox 	. .............. 118 122 89 42 
Red 	fox 	.......................... 161 209 36 33 
Blue 	fo -c 	........................ 407 463 365 380 
White 	fox 	....................... 22 32 - - 

Platinum, including silver blue, 
) 

and pearl platinum fox ......... 1517) 828 2,660) 987 
White marked 	fox 	................ 

) 
1,818 

) 
2,628 

Mink, 	standard 	.................. ......) 46,340 
) 

20,139 
Mink, 	mutations 	................. 69.eoo) 58 29024) 7 
Chinchilla 	...................... 10 20 2 - 

Coyote 	.......................... 4 2 16 - 

Fisher 	........................ 8 28 - - 

Fitch 	.......................... 193 155 64 74 
Marten 	.......................... 14 17 - - 

Nutria 	.................. 43 5 10 3 
RaCCOOn 	......... 4 -. 3 3 

2otal 	... ........ ... ... 85,872 61,148 42,764 31,640 

ALTA 	BRITISH COLUMELA 	YUKCX 

1942 	1943 	1942 	1943 	1942 1943 

No. Na. 

Silver 	fox 	...................... 12 9 278 8,468 
Cross 	fox 	....................... 706 739 
Red 	fox 	..................... 91 82 
Blue 	fOx 	........................ 514 843 
Platinum, including silver blue 

) 

nd pearl platinum fox ... ...... 2,982) 833 
Mite marked 	fox 	................ 

) 3,969 
Mink, 	standard 	.................. 83 553)  59.631 
Mink, 	mutations 	................... ' 	 ) 66 
Chinchilla 	................. 112 68 
Coyote 	.......................... 46 97 
Fisher .......................... - - 

Fitch 	. .......................... 158 148 
Marten 	........ 16 16 
Nutria 	.......................... 101 59 
Raccoon 	......................... 18 8 

No. No. No. No. 

1,466 951 15 18 
21 22 4 4 
3 2 - - 

349 385 - - 

208) 26 - - 

404 - - 

03 ) 
16,043 475 14'? 

. 	 J 0) 73. - - 

14 19 - - 

48 36 - - 

205 117 - - 

9 2 - - 

Total . ................l00575 	75,027 	29,253 	18 1 078 	494 	169 
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1942 and 1943 

1942 1943 

Nuriber Value Average Number Value Average 
Value Value 

MAN ITOPA 

Silver 	fox 	............... 102 6,756 66.24 239 11,210 46.90 
Cross 	fox 	.............. 3 75 25.00 2 85 42.50 
Blue 	fox 	................. 30 1,225 40.83 18 1,405 78.06 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox ) ) 112 18,435 164.60 

White marked fox 3 5 7 e 5 )  108.81 ) 77 5 9 508 71.53 
Mink, 	standard 	............ 82)) 15 93& 19.40)  

1,408 32,509 23.09 
Mink, 	mutations 	......... ) ) ) 107 10,700 100.00 
Coyote 	... ......... - - - 3 75 25.00 
Fitch 	..................... 10 55 5.50 26 79 3.04 
Marten 	.................... 16 1 1 600 100.00 - - - 

Nutria 	..................... - - - 	 70 14.00 

Total 	....... 1,045 32496 - 1 3 997 80,076 - 

SASKATCEEWAN 

Silver 	fox 	.............. 79 3,712 46.99 152 6,637 43.66 
Cross 	fox 	................ - - 

- 3 60 20.00 
Red 	fox 	................... 2 10 5.00 - - - 

Blue 	fox 	.................. 1 40 40.00 15 825 55.00 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl plotinum fox ,,.,) ,) 85 11,065 130.18 

White marked fox ) ) ) 59 4 11 714 79.90 
Mink 	...................... 651 10,680 16.41 928 26,097 28.12 
Fitch 	..................... 8 25 3.12 21 59 2.81 
Nutria 	.................... 7 90 12.86 9 100 11.11 
Raccoon 	................... - ..- - 3 15 5.00 

Total 	... 82027,703 - 1 9 275 49,572 - 

ALBERTA 
Silver 	fox 	................ 149 5,531 37.12 189 8,284 43.83 
Cross 	fox 	................. 2 60 30.00 - - - 

Red 	fox 	................... 1 15 15.00 1 25 25.00 
Blue 	fox 	.................. 22 870 39.55 10 605 60.50 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox ) ) ) 

65 11,590 178.31 
White marked fox 	.......... 107 7 ,828) 73.16) 119 7,415 62.31 
Mink, 	standard 	............ ) ) ) 

1,626 41,206 25.34 
Mink, mutations 	........... 999) 17670) 17.69) 23 4,450 193.48 
Coyote 	..................... 1 25 25.00 - - - 

Fitch 	..................... 4 14 3.50 3 15 5.00 
Marten 	.................... - - - 2 200 100.00 
Nutria 	.................... 2 16 8.00 10 155 15 . 50  

Total 	........... 1,287 32,029 - 2,048 73,945 - 
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3. Number and Value of Fur-bearing Animals Sold froa Fur anns, 19'2 arid 1943 (conc.d 

	

1942 	1943 
Number 	Value Average 	Number 	Value 	average 

Value 	 Value 

BRITISfl COLUMBIA 

Silver fox ............ 	40 	1,950 	48.75 	28 	1,820 	65.00 
Cross fox .................. 	- 	- 	- 	1 50 	50.00 
Blue fox . ...................6 	190 	31.67 	3 	210 	70.00 Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox 23 i 782 77.48) 1 225 225.00 

White marked fox .......... 
) ' 	 ) ) 20 1 0 820 91.00 

Mink..... 	.............. ... 206 5,547 26.93 496 25,132 50.67 
Fisher 	....... 2 150 75.00 - - - 

Marten 	..................... 20 1,850 92.50 23 1,685 73.26 
Nutria 	...................... 47 294 6.26 14 335 23.93 

Total 	............. 344 11,763 - - 	 586 31,277 - 

4. Number and Value of Pelts Sold from Fur Ianis, 1942 and 1943 

1942 	1943 

Number 	Value Average
Value 	Num 	Average ber 	Value  Value 

MP.NITUhA 

14 9 584 323,796 21.56 11 9 696 329,504 28.17 
72 

175 
1,280 
1,640 

17.89 
9.37 

120 
265 

2 1 529 
3,901 

21.08 
14.72 

301 6,996 23.24 349 9,679 27.73 
8 164 20.50 23 575 25.00 

696) 20 320 )  29.20) 173 10,776 62.29 
) , . ) 722 29,839 41.33 

03,103 636,895 7.66 50,366 755,277 15.00 
58 428 7.38 29 335 11.55 
3 56 18.67 13 386 29.69 

121 339 2.80 192 583 3.04 
3 102 34.00 3 134 44.67 

- - 
- 33 128 3.88 

3 8 2.67 - - - 

99,127 992,032 - 63,984 1,143,646 - 

10,372 205,724 19.83 9,064 246,519 27.20 
60 983 16.38 46 1,285 27.93 
43 450 10.46 72 1,198 16.64 

328 4,924 15.01 323 8 9 898 27.55 

1,161 38,431 33.10)) 
442 

1,794 
32,447 
77,522 

73.4  ]. 
43.21 

27,920 204 1 699 7.33 20,638 293,764 14.23 
8 80 10.00 - - - 

- - 
- 23 103 4.48 

2 2 1.00 - - - 

- - 
- 2 10 5.00 

Silver fox .................. 
Cross fox ................... 
Red. fox ..................... 
Blue fox .................... 
White fox ................... 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox 

White marked fox ............ 
Min}. ........................  
Coyote ...................... 
Fisher ...................... 
Fitch....................... 
Marten ...................... 
Nutria...................... 
Raccoon ..................... 

Total ............. 

1±i 

Silver fox ................. 
Cross fo 	.................... 
Red fox ..................... 
Bluefox .................... 
P1atinu, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox 

White marked fox ............ 
Mink ........................ 
Coyote ...................... 
Fitch ....................... 
Nutria ...................... 
Raccoon .................. 

Total .............39,894 	455 1 293 	- 	32,404 	661,746 	- 
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1943 1943 

I'uinber Value erage Number Value Average 
Value Value 

ALBERTA 4 3 
Silver 	fox 	................. 12,815 287,075 22.40 10 1 465 265,542 25.37 
Cross 	fox 	........ 815 17 0 575 21.56 89? 19,129 21.33 
Red 	fox 	.................... 94 1,135 12.07 66 1,381 20.92 
Blue 	fox 	................ 568 8 2 918 15.70 408 9,592 23.51 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox 120 9,595 '/9.79 
White marked fox 1 32 0 , 352 29.81 

) 
2 9 836 105 1 608 37.24 

Mink 	....................... 81,826 685,295 8.36 64 0 582 960,432 14.87 
Coyote 	..................... 54 324 6.00 132 1,803 13.66 
Fitch 	..................... 49 54 1.10 111 383 3.45 
Marten 	.............. 13 300 23.08 3 185 61.67 
Nutria 	.................... 25 125 5.00 9 24 2.67 
Raccoon 	................... 20 80 4.00 - - - 

97 9 599 1,040,233 79,629 1,373,654 - 

1,289 28,407 22.04 1 1,343 33,287 24.79 
15 240 16.00 18 411 22.83 
7 70 10.00 4 40 10.00 

304 13,711 45.10 277 13,274 47.92 

) 9 1,004 111.56 
 101 2,945 29.16) 237 9,635 40.65 

28 9 162 239,212 8.49 
21,779 367 1,429 16.87 

48 1,764 36.75 
7 244 34.86 54 2,688 49.78 
4 93 23.25 29 1,242 42.83 

27 43 1.59 36 282 7.83 
- - - 5 23 4.60 

Total ............ 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Silver fox ................. 
Cr055 fox ...... ............ 
Red fox .................... 
Blue fox .................. 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox 

White  marked fox ......... 
Mink,staridard............. 
Mink, mutations ............ 
Fisher .................... . 
Marten ..................... 
Nutria ..................... 
Raccoon .................... 

Total ............ 29,916 
	

284,965 	- 	23,839 	431,079 	- 

YUKc 

Silver fox ......... . . ...... 

Cross fox ................ 
Mink fox ................... 

Total ............ 

23 755 	32.83 6 400 	66.67 
3 60 	20.00 5 250 	50.00 

652 6,326 	9.70 66 1,093 	16.56 

678 7,141 	- 77 13743 
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5. Number and Value of Fur-.-bearing AnirnaI in F'.ir 	Zd 1'.42 urd 

1942 	1943 
Averaie 	Total everage Number 	Value valu; }Ale Female Value Value 

No. 	No. 

MANITOBA 

11 

6,195 268,756 43.38 1493 4,110 301 1 581 53.82 
51 1571 30.80 22 49 2,700 38.03 
52 975 18.75 10 42 948 18.23 

219 14010 63.97 68 157 19,090 84.76 
14 1400 100.00 2 175 87.50 

359 324 95,613 139.99 
1,203 77,515 64.44 561 982 105,557 68.41 

19692 398,950 20..25 
4,475 

43 
17,509 

82 
565,968 
20,509 

25.74 
164.07 

30 3,000 100.00 20 20 2 1 000 50.00 
9 215 23.89 5 4 245 27.22 

48 3,635 75.73 28 40 6,480 95.29 
39 172 4.41 8 24 184 5.75 
70 4,790 68.14 38 39 5,725 74.35 
39 1 194 30.62 2 8 150 15.00 
9 43 4.78 - 6 54 9.00 

27670 	776207 	- 	7,134 23,396 1,126,959 	- 

5,251 195,847 37-30 761 3,125 195,104 50.21 
33 1,155 35.00 2 16 815 45.28 
20 310 15 50 3 27 663 22.10 

122 5,045 41 35 83 101 8,520 46.30 

280 387 89 7 559 134.27 1 ) 593 )  1O6,300 6672) 638 1,336 144,864 73.39 
1.760 7,437 254,322 27.65 

7 747 145,285 a875 
) 10 20 6,075 202.50 

4 40 10.00 - - - - 

19 50 2.63 7 22 85 2.93 
36 491 13.64 2 2 80 O.0O 
6 42 7.00 1 1 10 5.00 

Silver fox ............... 
Cross fox 
Red fox .................... 
Blue fox ................... 
/ihite fox .................. 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox 

White marked fox 
Mink, sta1ard 
Mink, mutations . .......... 
Chinchilla .. .,. ....... 
Coyote ............ 
Fis her 	. . .................. 
'itch ............. ......... 
Marten ..................... 
Nutria ..................... 
Raccoon ................... 

Total ........... 

Silver fox . 
Cross fox 
Red fox 	. ... 
Blue fox . . .......... 
P1atinuni including silver 
blue & pearl platinur fox 

white marked foT .......... 
Mink, standard ............. 
Mink, mutations ............ 
Coyote ...................... 
Fitch...................... 
Nutria ..................... 
Raccoon .,... .............. 

Total ... .... .....14,831 	454,565 	- 	3,547 12,474 	700,097 	- 
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5. number and Value of Fur-hearing Animals on Fur Farr-s, Dec. 31, 1942 and 1943 (concl'd) 

1942 	 1943 
TOtLL 	vei ge Nuiiber 	Value Average Male Female  

Value 	 Value 	Value 

ALBERTA 	 No. 	No. 

Silver fox ................ 
Cross fox ................. 
Red fox ................... 
Blue fox ................ 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinum fox. 

White nrked fox 
Mink, standard ............ 
Mink, mutations .......... 
Badger ...................... 
Chinchilla ................ 
Coyote .................... 
Fitch ..................... 
IIarten .................. 
Nutria .................... 
Raccoon ................... 

Total ......... 

BRITISH C0LU1iBIA 
Silver fox .............. 
Cross fox .. ......... 
Red fox ................... 
Blue foc .................... 
Platinum, including silver 
blue & pearl platinuii fox. 
'ihite marked fox .......... 
Mink, standard ............ 
Mink, mutations ........... 
Fisher .................... 
Marten .................... 
Nutria.................... 
Raccoon ................... 
Skunk.  ................... .. 

Total 

4Sg(sj 
Silver fox ............... 
Cr083 fox ................. 
Red fox .................. 
Mink...................... 

Total .......... 

6 9 667 225.097 33.76 1,353 3,578 218,499 44.31 
103 2900 28.16 39 66 3,542 33.73 

30 664 22.13 9 28 822 22.22 
291 10,339 35.53 149 256 26,687 65.89 

) ) ) 323 289 '79,205 l29.12 
2337 )  l3703l )  58.64) 1.180 2,394 209,704 58.67 

25,845 )  450,080 ) 17 4l 22,958 781,473 26.49 
) 

) 40 82 25,173 206.34 
3 50 16.67 - - - - 

195 175,000 1000.00 111 93 48,000 235.29 
22 230 10.45 5 14 430 22.63 
51 267 5.24 20 49 345 5.0 
79 6805 66.14 28 44 6,925 96.18 

155 2,456 15,85 45 73 3 9 325 18.18 
11 67 6.09 1 1 10 5.00 

35769 1,010.986 - 9,847 29,925 1 4 404,140 - 

909 33730 37.11 190 406 27,290 45.79 
27 575 21.30 15 15 1,880 62.67 

5 50 10.00 1 2 60 20.00 
192 3 540 18.44 51 114 2,450 14.85 

168 10335 61.52) 
16 
83 

6 
196 

4 9 135 
21,775 

187.95 
78.05 

71888 202,752 25.71 2,128 7007 330,647 36.20 
21 56 10,307 133.86 

28 1,550 55.36 12 19 3,095 99.84 
129 7375 57.17 47 63 8,373 76.12 
307 

31 
3,350 

165 
10.91 
5.32 

59 
8 

59 
5 

1,543 
70 

13.08 
5.38 

- - 1 1 42.00 
9 9 684 263,422 . 2632 7,949 411,629 - 

28 	1,125 	40.18 	14 24 1,900 50.00 
4 	150 	37.50 	1 2 100 33.33 

- 	 - 	 1 1 70 35.00 
112 	1,080 	9,64 	36 84 2 0 170 17.79 

144 	2,355 	- 	54 	II]. 	4,240 
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