MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA



o Dr. G. M. Duwson, C. M. G., F.R.S., Etc.,
Director of the Geological Surecey.

Sir,—I have the honour herewith to submit the Annual Preliminary
Statistical Statement of the Mineral Production of Canada for the
calendar year 1896.

It is gratifying to note that the statement is ready to go to press
some days earlier than in any previous year, a fact due to the efforts
of Mr. L. L. Brophy, Statistical Assistant to the Section.

Whilst, for many of the products, it is not found possible at this
time to obtain the final figures, yet we are enabled in most cases to fill
in the places of the missing returns by close estimates, based upon a
general knowledge of the progress made in the various industries.

The complete report will follow later, and besides containing a
revise of this general table of production, will include other details
relating to exploration and development, exports and imports, ete.
As much of this information is not available till several months after the
close of the year, and the compilation and printing necessarily ocenpy
some time, it cannot, in the nature of things, be issued until well on
in the year following the one covered.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ELFRIC DREW INGALL.
Geological Survey of Canada,
(Section of Mineral Statistics and Mines)
13th February, 1897,
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

O

SUMMARY OF TIIE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA IN 1896.

(Subject to revision.)
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25,982
8,006,305
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SUMMARY OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA IN 1896—Cont.

(Subject to revision).

Propucr. Quantity (a).| Value (a).

Structural Materials and Clay Products.—(Continued.)
Cement, natural............. ..o inninen bbls. 69,705 $ 60,500
“ RO Tlan WS S e s s il Sie £ 78,085 141,005
1yt orres) d SRS LR IS I LSO L o D e R 6,710
ETRTIGE . o= 5. o oo fag e T o oy it e ol « o 0o LOTISE 18,717 106,709
i S B BT L ST R R SR R R N, . e 650,000
Ty 1 R SR (S “SEA . SPRR I (e R A 905
Ity o o Wb s s L D 163,905
Sans and gravels. g, . oM e o 120,000
SEWar PINe. .. ..ok -, bl sl e s 153,875
LG .. . ] B T e s e e - - - e« Nl B » et 53,370
diEniscottas.., 2 I T e el ol B, ot o 110,856
Total non-metallic o...ovveeriiiviniienneiionins boceoge vionet i $15,087,665
Tafalimetiallicid i 000 5 R0 o [ I ST S b 8,039,640
Estimated value of mineral products not returned 500,000
G Bigallen LT, 1) e e — .| $23,627,305
eoh-ar S LLIIE ol ENGEDLE BN N ) $22,000,000
2SR, ei | I
= te 0 WU U R L Bl S 19,250,000
1891 « 20,500,000
1590 ¢ 18,000,000
1889« 14,500,000
1888 ¢ 13,500,000
IR F ey M. AN s g RN 12,500,000
1886 ¢ ‘ 12,000,000

* Partly estimated.

(a) Quantity or value of product marketed. The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs,
(8) Copper contents of ore, matte, etc., at 10°88 cents per lb,

(¢) Lead contents of ores, etc., at 298 cents per Ih,

(d) Nickel contents of ore, matte, ete., at 33 cents per Ib,

(e) Silver contents of ore at 67 cents per oz.

(f) Oven coke, nearly all the production of Nova Scotia,

(i) Gross return from sale of gas,
(

) Calculated from inspection returns at 100 galls. crude to 42 refined oil,

and computed at $1.59 per bbl, of 35 imp. galls.
assumed to contain 42 imp, galls.

The barrel of refined oil is
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REMARKS.

It will be observed that since the calendar year 1886, the total
value of the mineral product of Canada has nearly doubled.

The following table shews the principal changes in production and
values during the calendar year 1896, us compared with the figures given
mn the revised summary for 1895 -

h |
QUANTIFY, VALUE.
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et e e elbso 1 TR OBSRIE =M T 928,582
Netralilgas. .50 ... Lk2 10T [ % = R | | 146,761
Nickel ............ e s, [l 388,595 || 205904
BIGr.......00..cosieenniinnn o0zs. | 1,429,660 ] 958,906 [.r.veveven.
i ’

It will be scen from the above figures that increases are shewn in
the production of coal, copper, gold, lead and silver, while the ontput
of iron ore, nataral gas and nickel has fallen off to a considerable extent.
The increase in coal is altogether due to Nova Scotia, which produced
296,153 net tons more than i 1895, but this increased output is offset
in a large measure by a decrease of 104,629 tons in the production of
British Colnmbia.

Copper shews a large decrease in Ontario and a small increase in
Quebec, while British Columbia’s contribution is 3,818,556 Is., which
amonnt is 1,848,193 lbs. more than in 1895.

In gold, large iuncreases are to be credited to Nova Scotia and
Ontario, but British Colutubia heads the list with au increase over the
previous year of $497,675.

Owing to the dull state of the iron market dduring the year, the
production of iron ore has fallen off to a considerable extent in all the
provinces, with the exception of Ontario. The exception is directly due
to the erection of the blast furnace at Hamilton, Out., the company
obtaining all the Canadian ores smelted from that provinee. The pro-
duction of lead is altogether that of British Columbia, and has inereased
in the year by over 1,000,000 tbs., but a decrease in the market price of
some 8 per cent lessens the total value by %28 582,

Natural gas shews a decrease in value of $146,761, or about 34
per cent, which wonld seem to be due to a heavy fatling off in the pro-
duction of the Welland gas-field.

Outario’s nickel production is reduced during the year by nearly
400,000 Ibs., and shows a decrease iu the value of over $200,000.

British Columbia shews an output of silver amounting to 3,135,343
ozs., valued at $2,100,689, an increase during the past 12 months of
of 1,429,660 ozs. in quantity, and in value of nearly a million dollars.



