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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA



To Dr. G. M. Dawsoxn, C.M.G., F.R.S, Etc,,
Director of the Geological Survey.

Sir,—1I have the honour herewith to submit the annual preliminary
statistical statement of the mineral production of Canada for the
calendar year 1897.

The necessity of waiting for several important returns has held back
this statement a few days later than the date at which it was found
possible to complete it last year.

Whilst for many of the products it is not found possible, at this
time, to obtain final figures, yet we are enabled, in most cases, to fill in
the places of missing returns by close estimates, based on a general
knowledge of the progress made in the various industries.

The complete report will follow later, and besides containing a
revise of this general table of production, will include other details
relating to exploration, development, exports, imports, ete.  As much
of this information is not available till several months after the close
of ‘the year, and the compilation and printing necessarily occupy some
time, it cannot, in the nature of things, be issued until well on in the
year following the one covered.

I am, sir,

Your obedient servant,

ELFRIC DREW INGATLL.

iebgical Survey of Canada,
Section of Mineral Statistics and Mines,
23rd February, 1898,
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

SUMMARY OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA
IN 18917.

(Subject to Revision.)

. (Quantity. Value
Pronver. (@) | ()
e dhle || — | T .
MeraLnic. ] o
Copper (fine, in ore, &c.) (3). . . ... ....... Lbs. 13,300,502 I 1,561,660
(;(.1(5 .......................................................... 6,190,000
IEORROTOM. - . . . .ol oL 0RO ... Tons,! 71,451 178,716
Lead {fine, in ore, &c.) (r) - Lbs [ 30,015,219 1,534,853
e W S S S S e SR B S HSK 324
Nickel (fine, inore, &e.)(d) ... ... .. .. ...... o 1,399,176
EREERITER TS, S B . .. .. e i e ) 1,600
Silver (tine, in ore, &c.)(€) ...........coeernn... Ozs. 3,322,005
Total metallic.... ............... Le % |10 000 13,900,234
Noxn-METALLIC. |
Asbestus and asbestic .. ... ... . ... ... .. Tons 25,268 324,700
Chromite . ... 2,637 32474
Coal . 3,876,201 g
Coke (1) 78,811
Felspar 1275 |
Fire clay 19k HTHY
ABIRASTEINeS. L. ... . e e e e s o AN Te, . L 40,000
L [T e e il o 239,691 244,531
innestone forflux: .. ,....n .. ... T Taeenl Ll = ) 40,000
e e R R S bR 75,000
Mineral pigments— i
i e R S ... Tons.| a1 3.060
Ochres. ..., . T R Sl A 3,905 23,560
sl widtery . ... 1. ....... N D00 GalsL . R e 140,000
Monlding xand . .. . Tons. 5,486 | 10,941
Nutural gas (g) .... ....... PP R, (., | 395,873
Putroleww (A} ... .. . .. Bbis 709,857 | 1,611,546
Phosphate (apatite) .. Tons [ 908 3,484
Pyrites . ... o e LRSI e N ol S 33,010 | 116,730
Coth Al L L S S " s RS | 190,000
Sundry minerals, partly estitnated, including netinolite,
graphite, manganese, soapstone and tripolite. . ... / .............. I 10,000

* Partly estimated.

{e) Quantity or value of product marketed. The ton used is that of 2,000 1hs.

{B) Capper contents of ore, matte, ete., at 1129 cents per lb.

() Luurll contents of ores, eto., at 398 cents ywer 1.

(d) Nickel contents of ove, matte, ete., at 33 cents per 1b,

(7} Silver contents of ore at H9°79 cents Pir Oz,

() Oven coke, all the production of Nova Seutia and British Columbia.

() Gross petarn from sale of gas,

(h) Calenlnted from inspection returns at 100 galls, crude to 42 refined oil, and
computed st 31428 per bl of 35 imp. galls. The barrel of refined oil is assued to
contain 42 imp. galls,
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SUMMARY OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA
IN 1897 —Concluded.

Propuct.

¢

Srruervral MATERIALY AND CLAY PRODUCTS,

natural. ...
Portland
Flagstones e I
*Granite . ...........
*Pottery

Sewer pipe. .
Slate. ....... .
Twrra-cotta ...
Building material,

Cement,
“

lime, sands and gravels and tiles (estimated as for

DIGVIONS ¥eaT) - .ol ke ees seesbespnes oo

Total non-metallic

Total metallic. . .
Estimated value of mineral products not returne
1897, Total
1896

R I T et

By Y ey

1 R e g - LR
130 ECIE 310 - O

S e TR - - b oo o MeCHEEEE BT

T G

) R S

1888 ¢

1887 ¢

IRRGE ...l

* Purtly estimated.

(Subject to Revision.)

.o -... Bbls

Cuantity.
(a)

865, 450
114,763

Value.
()

65,893
200,380
7,190
7H,000
125,000
164,250
42,800
156,095

3,600,000
4,445,108
10,007,831

14,542,939
13,9196, 234
250,000

28,789,173

922,600,825

() Quantity or value of product marketed. The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs.




REMARKS.

The figures given in the preceding general table bring out in a
marked degree the gratifying results of the greatly increased activity
in the mining industry during 1897.

The following table shows the principal changes in production and
values for the calendar year 1807, as compared with the figures given
in the revised summary for |896.

QUANTITY. VALUE.
Pronuer. S —
| Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. | Decrease.
4 * e 118 !
Alaticizior= pacy (| e p.c. P C.
Copper .......... 416 RS 469
i BT . gt 1226
Mdniaea. . Lot L L) S22 e R 67
Lead... ......... 61-2 | e 87 |-... !
fckel.. .., ... 177 | I IH@ Bz ep.
Siuian W e 34 ORI R P
Non-Metallic : |
Asbestus and As-
bestic. ... ..... 106-2 , 24°5
i R = AN T Y | 08 o
Gypsum.,....... 15E8" | B LA 1 373 q
Natural Gas.. .. | con e 79 ' B
T 23 R 12°5
Conith,.. .1 ..... I Bzl e S

The increase in the items silver and lead is practically all to be
credited to British Columbia, to which province is also largely due the
increase in the production of copper. The largest increase ir this
latter metal is, however, due to the increased shipments of nickel-
copper mattes from the Sudbury mines in Ontario. The third copper
producing province, Quebec, also contributed a fair amount to the
increase shown. The silver, copper and lead increases as far as British
Columbia is concerned, represent the largely extended activities in the
South Kootenay districts of Slocan, Nelson and Trail Creek.

The most significant item, however, is to be found in the increase
of nearly 123 per cent in the gold. All the\ gold producing districts
of the Dominion show gratifying increases, although by far the largest
part is due to the discoveries of rich plicer mines in the Yukon
country, and to the increased output of Trail Creek and cther districts
in British Columbia. The former increase amounted to about 3
millions and the laster to nearly $1,000,000.

The remaining metal of importance is nickel which is seen to have
shown an increase of nearly 18 percent. As in the past this is all from
the Sudbury district.
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Thus the aggregate result of the increases in the metallic products is
nearly $6,000,000, or a proportion of about 74 per cent.

An interesting result of the mining developments and discovery of
1897 is shown in the increase in the proportion of the value of the
total mineral procuction to be credited to the metals. Tn 1896 these
constituted about 36 per cent, whilst in 1897 this proportion was
increased to nearly 49 per cent.

Turning to the non-wetallic products, we find that as faras the
data at present available permit of a conclusion being arrived at, the
total value shows under 2 per cent of an increase over that of the
previous year. The only considerable change to be noted is that
given under the heading asbestus, where the quantity has more than
doubled, whilst the value has fallen off almost 20 per cent,  This is due
to the fact that the output of the new by-product ashestic, is included.
This constitutes over half the weight of the whole, but being a low
priced article brings down the price per unit very much. The returns,
however, show also a falling off in the prices of the usual grades of the
mineral apart from the above influence.

In the important mineral coal the variation is but little. The
falling off in the production of the higher priced mineral of British
Columbia and the increase in that of Nova Scotia at a lower price,
causing a fall in the total value. In gypsum the increase in the
value it larger than that shownin the quantity. This is due to the
larger proportion of the higher priced product, Plaster of Paris, in-
eluded in the returns for 1897. The lower average price ruling
during that year for petroleum caused the decrease in the value of
this article to be much greater than that in the quantity.

The following table gives the proportional values of the different
minerals in the grand total. It is interesting to note the changes in
their relative position in 1897 as compared with 1896 :—

1846, 1897.
{ Per (;Pnt : Por ?ent
9 4 ¥ | 3 i O
Provnuer. Total |l P’ropucr. Total
Producticn.| I Prodnetion.
| iy
A TN N 310 T cRATR e | 9531
Building material. . N6 e T Goliai ! 1N 9. fF 1 2150
@l A . 12:30 Building material. . 12°50
Silvar. ... = - G-50) o [RSHasPEN. oL i 1104
Niekal ....... : 526 || Copper 02
Patrolenm .. ..., 511 || Nickel 486
Copper............ 452 T g A A 480
‘ l.mb‘ ool L SR 320 || Paetroletm .. ...... G|
. Asbestus.... ... .. 190 || Natural Gas. .. ... Lal3
! Natural Gas......, 1°22 1 Ashestugo......... 1-13
Cement . ......... ‘89 || Cement . o......... 95
. AR 85 ‘, Gypsum oo o oans ‘84
Gypsunt . ... ...-e WY PR 2 ool o v
SHH" . . 7o ‘ SHIE . B -l B 66




