
U 

19) 

MINERAL P1.tODUCTION OF CANA1)A 

11 



To De. G. M. DAWSON, C.M.G., KR.S., 
Director of the Geological Survey. 

Sia,—I have the honour to submit herewith the annual preliminary 
statistical statement of the mineral production of Canaia for the 
calendar year 1809. 

As in the past, it has not been found possible to get in all the 
returns at this (late, but we are enabled in most cases to fill in the 
places of those missing by close estimates based on a general knowledge 
of the progress made in the various industries. 

Thus, although the figures must be taken as subject to revision, 
they may be considered as very close to those which will he given in 
the final report. 

The completed annual report will follow later, and besides con-
taining a revise of the general table of production, will include other 
details relating to exploration, development, exports, imports, etc. 
As much of this information is not available till several months after 
the close of the year, and the cornilation and printing necessarily 
occupy some time, it cannot he completed until well oil in the year 
following the one covered. 

I ann, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

ELFRIC 1)REW INGALL. 

Geological Survey of Canada, 
Section of Mineral Statistics and Mines, 

27th February, 1900. 
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GEOLOGiCAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 
SUMMARY OF THE MINTERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA 

TN 1899. 

(Subject to ReVi8iOfl.) 

PRODUCT. 	 Quiity. 	ye. 

MRTALLIc. $ 

Copper (find,, in ore, &c.) (5) ................ ... 	Lbs. 15,078,475 2,655,319 
Gold, Yukon l)istrict........ ... 	.... .$ 16,(XK),(XX) 

all other ..... 	.......... 	. 	..... . 	5,049,730 
21,040 .7 311  

Iron 	ore.......... 	......................... .TOns. 77,158 
Lead (Ime, in ore, &c.) (c). ............ 	........ Lbs. 21,81;2,436 
Nickel (fine, in ore, &c.)(d) ... 	... .... .... 	.' 5,744,0011 2,IJI..,14 UI 
l'latinui,i....  ... 	.. 	............ 	.... ..Os. 55 35 
Silver (fine, in ore, &c.) (r).................. Lbs. 3,078,837 1,834,371 

Total metallic ............ .. 	.... 	...... 28,833,717 

No8-MIAi.L10. 

Arsenic 	.... 	.. 	.... 	... 	.................... Lbs 114.637 4. 
Asbestus and asl)estic ........ 	................ Tons 25,285 
Chromite ................................... 1.980 23, 7' 0 
Co.,......................................... 4.565,93 9,040,058 
Coke 	f) ...... 	........................... ... 	,, 

..... 

100,820 350.(r22 
F'eispar 	.... 	... 	.... 	... 	...... 	.. 	........ ,, 3,1)011 6,11(111 
Fire -clay. 	................................. " 5114 1,295 
Graphite 	.. 	.......... 	.............. ..... 	,, 1,220 16.179 
Grindstones .................................. ,, 4,511 
Gypsum .... 	.... 	............ 	........ ..... 	" 244,511; 251,329 
Liniestune for 	flux 	........................... ,, 53,202 45,662 

308 3,1(6(1 Manganese ore ...................................... 
163,000 

Mineral J)tglndnt.s - 
Mica......................................................

Barvta.. 	......... 	........... 	......... '7o,is. 720 4,402 
Oclires. 	.................. 	........ ... 	., 3,919 19,900 

Mineral 	water. 	..... 	.... 	... 	..................... ....... 100,0111) 
Moulding sand ............................. ...mis 13,79.1 

....... 
27,430 

Natural gas () ............ 	...... 	.......... 387,271 
Petroleum (Il) ........... 	..................... 

....  

BhIs 808,570 1,202,4)90 
Phosphate (apatits) ..... ........ 	........... .Tons, 

............. 

3,000 18,000 
Pyrites .................... 	........ .... 27,687 110,748 
Salt ....... 	........................ 	......... " 

..... 	... 
57,095 234,520 

Soapstone .................................. u 450 1,960 

"Rtuins inconipiete. 
(a.) Quantity or value of product marketed. The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs. 

Copper contents of ore. matte, &c.., at 1761 cents per lb. 
Lead con teil Is of ores, &c., at 447 cents per lb. 

8) Nickel contents of ore, matte, &c.,,'t 36 cents per lb. 
Silver c,,ntonts of ,,re at 5958 cents p'r Os. 
Oven coke, all the production of Nova Scotia and British Columbia. 

(p) Gross return from sale of gas. 
(h) Calculated from inspection returns at 100 galls, crude to .19 refilled oil, and 

computed at 1 .48( per bhl. f 35 imp. galls. The barrel of refined oil is, assumed to 
contain 42 imp. galls. 



In 

SUMMARY OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA 
IN 1899— Coneludecl, 

(Subject to Revision.) 

PItOI)Lxc. Quantity. Value. 

ST1ujcru1tc MATEItTALs AN Ii CLAY Paoours. $ 

Cenitrit, natural 	rock .......... 	.. 	......... 	..ilbIs 131,387 	1 110,508 
Pirtland ...... 	... 	.... 	.............. 	.. 255,3011 51:1,183 

Flacçstiines............. 	.......... 	........ 	... 	.............. i, hi PU 
Granit.e 	............................................ 

. 
 

Pottery 	........... 	..... 	.. 	.................. 	.... 	.... ......... 	. 2(N(,I (P 

1(11, Sewer 	In I....  ... 	..... 	... 	............ 	............... 
33,4 00 

221), 2'8 
Slate..... 	... 	.... 	......... 	......... 	.............................. 
'rerr;-cott 	............................................... 
Building material 	inc1 uding bricks, 	building atone, 

lime, sands ale I gravel, 	a ml tilc 	..................... 4 . 250 , 1100 

Total structural materials and clay lJroducs 	...................... 5,596.843 
all other non-metallic............................ 2,44. 952 

'rotal niin-ni,tallic. ...... 	. 	..... .............. 
 ..... Total 	inet.11ic. 	.... 	...... ....... 	................. 

.. 
28,833.717 

Eatiniated value of ,Iiilteral products not returned .... ............... :300,000 

Total, 1899 ...... 	. 	.... 	........... 	.... 

. 

.47,275,512 

1898, 	Total.. 	..... 	.. 	..... 	.... 	... 	.. 	.... 	.... 

....... 

38.961,010 
1897 	• 	...... 	....... 	.. 	........ 	... 	.......... ....... 

.............. 
... 	... .28,001.43 

1896 	.. 	.......... 	.......... ... 	..... 	........................ 22,58.1.513 
2o,i;39Io4 1895 	....................................................... 

1894 	......................................... ..... liLI3l.ln$ 
1803 	............................................... I 

1892 
1891............................................... I 18,979,(l 
1890 	.. 	............ 	. 	......... 	... 	..... 	............... 16,793:153 
1889 	,, 	............................. ................ 1l,fflS,9l:i 
1888 	•.......... 	..... 	..... . ... 	.... 	. 	........ 	........ .... 12,518,894 
1887 	.. 	.......... 	.............. 	............. 	.............. 11,321,331 
1886 	,. 	.............. 	. 	........ 	... 	... 	..... 	......... .... 10,221,255 

(n) Quantity or value of product niarketed. The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs 



REMAR KS. 

The increase in the value of the mineral production of Canada which 
has been so noticeable a feature in the figures for the previous four 
years is continued during 1899. Compared with the corrected total 
for 1898, the preliminary figures for 1899 show an increase of over 222 
per cent, the increases for 1898 and 1897 having been nearly 35 per 
cent and nearly 97 per cent, respectively. 

Of the above-mentioned 9228 per cent, 1552 per cent is to be 
credited to the increased output of gold from the Yukon placers, 292 
per cent to tho increases in the other metallic products, and 384 per 
cent to the growth of the non-metallic mineral industries. 

The value of the mineral production of the country per capita for 
1899 would be about $8.90, having increased almost fourfold in the 
fourteen years since 1886, when the first figures are available. 

A study of the figures given in the table following, shows that the 
metallic products corItril)ute some 61 per cent of the value of the 
whole, and these, together with coal, petroleum anti building material, 
account for all but about 9 per cent of the grand total. 

The proportional c.ntributions of the various products for 1898 and 
1899, are shown below. 

1898. 1899. 

Per cent Per (RIt 
Peoi,uti. of 

Tni Paoiwcr. Of  
Total 

Piiy.lw t iort . Production. 

(iohl........... 3563 Gold 	........... I  4453 
Coal ............. 21 27 Coal ............... 1912 
Building material 1077 Building material.. 899 
Silver 671 Oopn.r------------- 562 

552 U 	ppr 
 

.......... Nick, 1 .......... 
Stiver 	

......... --- 4 . 37 
Nickel ..... 	...... 4 - 71 388 
Lead 312 Petroleum 254 
l'&-troleum 2 - 75 Lead ...... 	.... ... 207 
Abestus 1 27 Cement. 1 	34 
Cement ......... 103 Asbestos 102 
Natural gas 133 Natural gas 82 
Cok.............. 74 Coke ............ . 74 
Salt ............... 64 Gypsum 54 
(vlsum I 	Iin ore 53 
Pottery 55 Salt ............. . 

The chief points of interest, brought out by the above figures lie in 
the much greater prominence assumed by gold, and the falling off in 
the silver and lead, which now occupy the sixth and eighth places, as 
corn pared wi tli the foii rth and se'eIit h positiOns formerly occu pied I 
the.se  metals. 



The progress, &c., of the severt 
with 1898, is shown below. 

Qx'F1T. 	 VALUE. 

PRo! UCT. 

Increase, Decrease. Increase. Decrease. 

Mctaitir:— P. p.c. p.C. P.C. 
1504 24 - 54 

5251 
Ironore .......... 32 - 25 6256 
Lead 3150 1899 

Pt;ller ....................... 

410 1356 Nickel ...............
Silver ....... ..... 

(olu 	............................ 

.... 

..... 

.............. 

:3085 2128 

Non-MctaUpc 

.... 

. .............. 

.&sbestus ......... .r-ao ....... 

............. 

.......... 1 - 61 
Coal ......... (v . 4:3 

...  

Coke ............ 1500 

......  

223$ 

..... 

Iylrnl.......... 1154 1067 ... 

2022 
Petz-o1,'tii 
Natural 	gas 	......................... 

602 

In copper, owing to the large advance in prices, there was a marked 
increase in value notwithstanding the decrease in the output. The 
main features of the industry consisted in decreases in the production 
of the Quebec and Ontario mines, for, although in the latter case the 
amount of ore treated was greater than in 1898, the content of copper 
was lower. Tho shipments of ore from the Parry Sound district, 
although small, Constitute a new feature in this industry. In British 
Columbia there was a large advance in the production, chiefly from the 
Rossland mines. 

The value of the gold production shews a large percentage increase, 
in the Yukon and Ontario especially, the former having grown 60 per 
cent, and the latter over 58 per cent. In the case of iron ore, the 
large advance shewn was only to be expected from the great demand 
which arose, and in view of the growth in the last few years of the 
iron smelting industry of the country. 

The increase in the quantity and value of the nickel produced, 
attests the continued prosperity of the mines of Sudbury, Ontario, 
notwithstanding their decreased output of copper as mentioned above. 
Of the chief contributors to the total mineral production of the 
country, lead and silver are the only two sliewing a considerable falling 
ofl and that notwithstanding more favourable prices. This is due to 
local causes in British Columbia, not dependent on the value of the 
deposits but which have led to the restriction of operations there. 

With the exception of a slight falling off in the value of the asbestus, 
all the other chief niineraLs show considerable advances, both in amount 
and value. Inspection of the firures shews this especially to he the 
case in the cement and coke making industries. 


