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Mineral Production of Canada 



A. P. Low, B.Se. 

J)puti1 1fe,'/ and Dirertor. 

SIR,—I have the honour to submit herewith the annual preliminary 
statement of the mineral production of Canada for 1906. 

Although the figures given herewith are, aw9 stated, subject to revision, 
they niav still be taken as a very close approximation to those which will 
be given in the final report. 

The completed Annual iteport will follow later and, besides containing 
a revise of the general table of production, will include other details 
relating to exploration, development, exports, etc. 

Much of this information is not available till several months after the 
close of the year; the compilation and printing necessarily occupy some 
time ; the Annual Report therefore cannot be completed till well on in 
the year following the one covered. 

Acknowlecigeuuients are due the various Provincial Government Bureaus 
for assistance kindly rendered and to the various operators for promptitude 
in making returns. 

The issue of this statement at an early date is (me to the efforts of 
Mr. J. MeLeish, Statistician to the Section, in collecting and couuipiling 
the data. 

I have the honour to remain. Sir, 

Your obedient servant., 

ELFRIC DREV INGALL. 

Mi\nq Sacrro, March 1, 1907. 
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA 

SUMMARY OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA 
IN 1906. 

(Subject to Revision.) 

l'roduet. Quantity. Value. 
(e) - 	(vi) 

M1TALLIU. $ 

Copper 	(h)................................Lbs. 57,029,231 10,991,095 
Gold, Yukon .........................$5,000,000, 

all other........................6,423,932 
I 12,023,932 

Iron 	nrc 	(exJ)orts) .......................... ]49,177 
1144,00)) 1,724.400 *Pig iroti from Canadian ore......................

Lead 	(c) 	.................................Lbs 54,200.000 3,006.094 
Nickel 	(d) ................................ 	... 21,490.u55 1  8,94,M34 
Silver 	(v) .................................Oz 8,568,667 5,723,097 
Cobalt, 	zinc and other metallic products ......... ............. 3544,000 

Total 	nietallic. 	..................... .. 

.... 

42,1)79,629 

Nos-MirAj.i,i(. 

Asbestue ............................. .hort tons 

........... 

59.2831 1,970,878 
20,127 17,230 5750 1  92.100 

9,916,177 19,945,032 

Abistic ............................. 	...... 
Chromite ............................ 	....... 

Peat 	(f) 	............................ 25 750 
Coal 	................................ 	... 

2,2'4 204,973 t'Or(]fl(hIlrl 	.............................. 
15.873 38,740 Feldspar 	............................... 

Graphit.. 	............................ 	... 44• 
Grindstones .................... .......i 5,545, 61,624 
Gypsum ................. 	........... 	.. 417,755 591.828 
Limestone for flux in iron furnaces, . . 366,015, 286,632 
Manganese ore (exI)orts) ................ . 93 
Mica (exports)....................... "  913 581,919 Mineral 	igmeflts- 

Jiarytes 	........................... 	... 4,000 12.1)4)0 
()chres ............................... 6,837 36.955 

Mineral 	srater................................... ............ 100.000 
Natural 	gas(q) ................... ......... ................. 

.. 
528,868 

Petroleum 	(Iv) .................... ........ L1rl. I 509. 75 761.700 
Pyrites ...................................Tons 
Salt 

39,()11l 157,438 
................................ 	......... 

Tale 	 " 
76,357 327,150 

...................................... 1.234: 3,030 

The total production of pig ir,vn in Canada in 1006, from ('anailian 
and i 	l 'orted ores amy in ivtevl to 598,411 short tons, val vied at $7,523,020, of 
which It 15 estimated 104,660 tou, value,l at $1,724,400 should be attributed 
to Canadian ore, and 493,751 tons, valued at $6,098,620, to the ore iml)orted 



SUMMAItY OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTIoN OF CANADA 
IN 	19 I6—C'onr1d&I. 

(Subject to Revision. 

Product. Quantity. Value. 
(u (C) 

STRUCTURAL MATERIAI.5 .xo CLAY Paoiccrs. $ 

Cement, natural rock .................... ..Brls SOlO 6.052 

I 'orthuol..........................'' 2, 	39.164 3.1 6-1. 	07 

Sands and grAV(ls i exports) ................ Tons 	256,55l l:).712 

S, 	wer 	dpe ..................................... -146790 
24.440  Slate 	........................................................ 

Building 	material. 	md iidi ng 	l)rick5, 	buibling 

............. 

7,2(,000 stone 	lime, 	et. .............................. ............. 

.. 

Total structural materials and clay products 

.. 

I 0,91 ,S07 

Total all other non-cnetalli. ................ 2.5 7 35 . 612  

Total non-nietalli. ................. ......... 2ll ,4 Ii)  
42. 70, 629 

910 , 000  

rrotal 	11)00 ................... 	. .......... 

........... 

.............. 

50,000,045 

'rota i 	a lii.............................................. 
Fstirnated value of mineral products not returned................ 

I 	()tl ..................................... 

............... 

11.52.5,170 

11104 
.................................. 

.............. 

i1l,741),5l% 

II 12 	' 

.............. 

03.211.634  
10:1 	'' 	 ................ 

1901 	.. ..................................... 5,l4,l I 

1900 	'' 4.42ft9 

j99 	'' 	 . 	....... 	......... ................... 

............... 

............... 
49,214.l)IS  

11415 	...................................................... 
.............. 

L 431  

1597 	" 2s,4-5.023 ............. 
221 174.256 I t196 	.................................................... 
20 . 505,917  

1594 	'' 	 ................ 19.931,155 

1593 	" 	..................... 	....... 	. 	....... ............. 20,035,052 
10,t;23,417  
15 , 70 . 6143  

1892..................................................... 
1591 	..................................................... 

16 . 763.353  
1859 	" ............ 14.013,113 

12,515,594  
11417 	'' 	...................................... 	..... 11,321,331  

1586 	" 	 ........ 10,221.255 

(a.) Quantity or value of product marketed. 	The ton used is that of 
2,000 lbs. 

Copper routents of ore, matte, &C., at 19.278 cents per lb. 

) 	
Lead contents of ore, &c., at 5.657 cents per lb. 

((I. ) Mekel contentS of ore. matte, &c., at 41.64 cents per 11). 
(e.) Silver contents of ore at 66.791 cents per oz. 

Additional returns place the output at 479 tons, valued at ,f.) $1,422. 

(a.) Gross return from sale of gas. 
(h.) 1)eductet.l from the amount paid in bounties and valued at $1.337 

per barrel. 



REMARKS. 

The total value of the mineral production in Canada in 191)6, 
as (letailcd in the foregoing table, was $80,000,048, as compared with 
*69.525,170 iii 1905, an increase of $10,474,878, or over 115 per coat. 
The statistics show a very ha]thy e'oidit.ion of growth throughout the 
mineral jndustrje.s of Canada. Incr ,as(ti are shown iii nearly every 
item, the uily exceptions of importance being gold and p tioleum. 
'['ho decrease in tho former is due to the continued faWng off in the 
output of the Yukofl plaors which readied a. maxirnuni 1)rduton 
in 1900. while for petroleujii the decreased output probably indicates 
a te.ndeney towards the working out of some of the older fields. 

On the other hand sis€cially large increases arc shown in the out-
put of silver, nickel, copper and Portland cement, while amongst the 
other mineral products, both nietallic and non-metallic, considerable 
and general increases in quantities are shown and the total valuations 
of these are enhancerl as well, particularly in the metals, by the higher 
prices realised in 19(1)1 as compared wiiii 1905. 

The following table shows the principal increases and decreases in 
values: 

'Product. 	
L  

Increase. l)oerease, 

COpper 	................................ ....... . 

. 

3405435 	............. 
Gold, Yukon........................................... 

 
272''oo 

...... 110,737 ............ " 	 all 	other ....... .......................... 
Pig Iron 	(from Canadian ore) .................. 61)2,2M4 	............. 
Lead........................................... 3S, ............ 
Nickel 	......................................... l,39.,3()8 ............ 
Silver 	.......................................... 2,105,422 
Other Metallic Products ........................... 
Asbeattis 	

. 

..................................... ... 
............. 

83,977 	............. 
484,849 ............. 

Chroniite.................................. .......................... 1,201 Coal 	........................................... 2,424,769 ............ 
Corn rid run...................................... 55, 820 
Gypsum 	........................................ 5,660 
Natural 	Gas 	.................................... 149,307 

............ 

Natur
Petroleum 

............. 

94,268 ........................... 	.......................... 
al 	Cement. 	...................... ................ 

............ 

....... 
4,222 

Port land Oement 
.................

1,251,067 
Other Net 	Increases ............................ 

............. 
623,672 	............. 

13,301,769 2,826,891 
Total increase ............................... 10,474,878 
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The mineral products which have shown the greatest gimvtli in 
output in 1906 are as follows in ord.r of their importance: Portland 
conioiit, J)ig iron from Canadian ole. silver. corundum, etc. 

The following table shows the percentage of increase or decrease 
of the more important products comtituting over 90 per cent, of the 
total prodio'tion 

Quantity. 	I 	Value. 

Product, 

Metallic- 71; 
Copper ...... 	...........  ............ . 18.58 .........46,63 	i 
( old..... 	................................ .... 	17.7(1 	........17,70 
Pig iron (from Canadian ore only) 53.50 	.........67.07 	....... 
Pig iron (from both home and insjorted 

ores) .... 	..................... ... 13.91 	........20.81 ........ Lead ............ 	............................. 
Nickel 

4.68 	14.54 	i ........ 
.............................. 13.85 	.........1t,52 

Silver ............................... 42,95 	........ 	5$9Ø 
......... 
......... 

Non-n dali li- 
Asbostus and asbe.ctjc ................ 1633 	............ .25 
Coal 	................................ 14.40 	......... 13.83 

......... 

......... 
Corundum .......................... ..... 32 	........37.42 
Feldspar 	............................35.66 ...... ...65,55 	........ 

. ........ 

(i Ylsum 	
. 

................................... 
. 	

55 	.96 	......... 
Petroleum 	.................................. 10.14 	........11.01 
Portlan(1 cement ..................... . 58.86 	.........6537 	........ 

The study of the Ogures of the proportional growth or decline of the 
various leading imiustriesascinnpared with 1905 will show to what extent 
the increases or decreases in value exhibited in the previous table were *lue 
to tlit' higher prices ruling in ltianv cases. It will be noticed that in nearly 
every case the effects of increased output Were flinCh eiihianced by the much 
higher prices ruling for the product and that in more than one case theeffect 
of an actual decrease in quantity was reversed for this cause. 
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The following table is intended to convey an idea of the relattve 
importance 	of 	the 	various inclusi rica 	as 	contributors 	t 	the total 
mineral output of the country. 	ril iere  is but litti. ,  difference in the 
relative importance of the various mineral products in 1906 as com- 
pared 	with 1905. 	it will be 	seen 	also 	that 	the 	metallic rnineral, 
togetli r with coa1, account for about 80 per cent, of the total output. 

1905. 1906. 

Products. - 	 Products. - 

Coal 	.................... 25.20 	1. 	C cal 	.................... 24.93 
Gol.. 	................. 21.01 	1 1 	9 	Gold 	................... 15 03 
5i('kt'l 	.................. 10.80 	3. 	Copper ................. 13.74 
Copper.. 	.............. 10 	78 	4. 	Nickel 	................. 11 .19 
Bricks, Stcce, Lime ...... 1)37 	5. 	Brick, Stone, Lime ...... 8.00 
Silver ................... 5.20 	6. 	Silver 	.................. 7.15 
Lead ...... 	............. 3,55 	7. 	('cricent 	................ 
('c'incnt ................. 2.75 	1 	S. 	Lead 	...................... 3 
Asbestus ................ 2.10 	f).As bestu 	................ 2.49 
Iron and iron crc 	Cana- tO. I 'ig Iron (from Canadian 

hun 	) 	................. 1.74 	4 )re).................. 2.10 
Putri ileum...............1 .23 	11. 	Petnolewn 	................ 

. 

05 
Uyjcsunl ................ .81 	12. 	( ;vjcsuin 	............... .71 

Gold. '1' lie total out t cit of gi cid a 	i no cc ted shows a fcc Iii ii it off 
of over two and a half million dollars or ne:crlv 18%. This is due 
niainlv to tue c'onitiiiciccl shrinkage in 11cc' shcipiccents from the Ylikoll, 
which district fell s]ccnt of its last 	at's occiput by about $2.759,000. 
Br it ishu Cohu m his. showed an i cce'rc'ase. 	For the rest. of Ca cia dci. 
which. liowevc'r, contributed only about 2.5 1/.'. to line total, the figures 
a fcc r cs at Icr(scnt available, show practically a stationary condition 
of aflairs. 

All the go]d production of the Yukon and about 15% of I lint 
from British Coliiinilcia is obtained from plaec'r deposits. the whole 
froiui this source cciicociiiti nz to 77%. The remaining 23% rpresc'iits 
tine gi)ld cont.nts of the siclpliiirc't and quanta ores workcd in British 
columbia and in Eccstu'c'ui ('ancicla . The placers as a source of the metal 
have for 50mm' years showed a centinhccous falling off, cvlc cli. however. 
is more than neci rd1 i'sed liv expaulsioul in the lode mm in branch of 
the in dii s€i . Recent iou sc cliii ccli on s and t lie fl all gic ia tion of cx ten - 
sire eniterpriss's for working the poorer gravels, which, however, exist 
in large c1uiantitiea in the Yukon Territory and in British ('ohcmncicia. 
are likely in a few years to produce ncarked results in this line. 

,ilc,er. Tn 1906, Ontario. British ('olcnmlcia. Yukon Territory and 
Quebec contributed to niiicke up the total prod ccetjonn of silver cvii ictc 
reached 8,568.065 oz., valued at $5,723,097. This is an increase, in 
(tuantity. of 2,574,373 nz., or 42,95% over the previcuusvoar. The 
average yearly price of the metal on the New York market was 66.7111c. 
per ox. for 1906. as compared with 60.352c. in 1905. This brio'zs up 
the increase in value of the Cccucadianc production in 19013 over tijat 
for 1905, to 58.20%. 

Ontario has assumed first p1cc in Cruicada as a slyer producing 
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piovince, owing to the rapid development, of the Cobalt camp, which 
has attracted the attention of the whole mining world As is well 
known, the silver occurs mostly in the nwtahlic condition associ-
ated with numerous other minerals, the most prominent of which are 
eol)a]t and arsenic. The veins are narrow, but the ore is exceedingly 
rich. Some shipments are reported to have returned $100,000 per 
car load. 

'liii' figures of silver in 'the ores shipped from Cobalt. ()nt., 
adopted in this report have reciveci corroboration from data kindly 
urni'-hed bY  1\I r. T. W. Gibson, Dofinty Minister of the Ontario Do-

paitrieiit of M ni's, who puts the figure at five and a half in II 'on 
Ounces of the metal, wh.n complete returns shall be available. This 
closely  agrees with our own estimate of 5,485,000 ozs., which taken at 
the market price of the metal would give a value of 3.663.486. 

British Columbia. on the other hand, shows a slight, decrease in 
1906 as compared with 1905, owing to the outfiut of the Shican dis-
trict f-ailing off nmiicli below .t'xpectations; this was offset to a great 
extent by an increased production from thin St. Eugene and tin Sulli-
ran mine in the East Kooti'nav. The lid] ing off of the Slocan however, 
is only temporary, and thiom-e is ever' indication of a resumption of 
activity, more especially if the expected developments take place in 
the zinc industry. This would permit of mininz the large bodies of 
zinc-lead ores, which are, as a rule appreciably argent ifi'romms. 

('opper. Stimiiulated by the enhanced price of the iuietal the pro-
duction shows a very large increase in quantity, which expansion, 
together with the higher values nhtained is shown in the increase of 
neariv three and a half million dollars, or nearly 17',,. 

British Co Iii mbia and Onfa i' io a mc as formerly tho two 'ii am 
contributors, the former supplying about 79%, the latter about 18,511,. 

The average New York jurices for the metal for the years lOOfi 
and 1900 were 1.59e. and 19.279e. per pound or a rise of over 23%. 

In Tim'itish CoIn inbia the mines of the Boundary camp are est.i-
mateul to Ii ire ('ont ii himted a boat. three-I lila rtcrs of the oii tpii t of the 
pm ovince Rossland being the second in importance with fliv mines 
operated along the Pacific coast making up the balance. The rest 
of the Dominion output is represented by the cuapper contents of 
the nickel-copper mattes shipped from tile Sudhim ry mines, with a 
small contribution from Quebec. representing th copper contents of 
the pvrits's ores shipped from the nilnes of the Eastern Town-
ships district. Throughout the whole country the 71111ell lngher prices 
ruling for this metal have stimulated the search for new denosut.s. 
and the re-opening of old mm's, sonic of which can be ('xpec'tccl to 
contribute to next year's production. 

('ohuilt. The production of this metal is represented hr the amounts 
commta ned in the shipments of ore made from the camp of tim t. name 
in Northern Ontario. It is stated by some Operators that in selling 
the ores value has been received for the c-ohajt contents whilst 
others have ('laimed to get no return for this metal As processes 
of treatment for these complex ores are perferteul. however. it is 
hoped that this unsatisfactory state of affairs will he remedied. 

Nekel. The production of nickel from the ores of 'the Sndluitrv 
district, in Ontario has made a very rapid growth (llmrine the past 
two years. the output in 10013 being over twice that of 1994. The 
ore is smehted at. Copper Cliff and Victoria Mines to a matte carry-
ing from 78 to 80% of the combined metals, copper and nickel. The 
resulting matte is shipped to the l'Tnited States and ('ri'at Britain 
for refining. 
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'Jim 	following were the 	aggregate 	results of operations on the 
nickel-copper deposits of Ontario in 1900 

Tons of 2.000 lbs. 
Ore 	mined 	............................................................ 343,814 
Ore 	smelted 	........................................................... 340,059 

l atti.' 	produced 	..................................................... 20.164 
_Nl a ttp 	sit i pped 	....................................................... 20.310 
('upper 	contents 	of 	ninth' 	shippi'd 	........................... 15.2646 
!",ickel 	contents 	of 	matte 	sliippe<1 	........................... 10,745 
Spot 	value 	of 	matte 	shipped 	.............................. $4,629,011 

According to customs retti riis, exports of nickel in matte, etc.. 
were for t welve months ending I)ecombc'r 31, as follows 

Pounds. 
To Great 	Britain 	.............................................2,710.892 
To ITnited States 	.............................................21.252,444 

Total...................................................23.969.336 

The price of refined nickel, aecordin'z to the Enqincerinfl and 
fjpg Journal, of New York. remained fairly steady from the first 

of January to the 8th of September, quotations for large lots. New 
' ork deli very. bei ii g from 40 to 45e. per poti nd. F rum Septeitibe.r 
8th to the end of the year quotations were from 45 to 50c. per pound 
according to size and condition of order, while for small quantities 
prices were from 50 to 65c. per pound. 

Although nickel is one of the tumor constitnnts of the rich 
silver ores of the Cobalt district, the hinvers of these ores have made 
no allowance for the nickel contents, and statistics of its output have 
not been Oh)tained. 

Iced. The figures of production of lead show a slight decrease 
in tonnage this year as conuparod with 1905 : but owing to an increase 
of 20 0'. in thin average yearly price of this metal on the Nc'w York 
market the value is very sensibly greater. The total quant tv pro-
duced in 1906 was 54.200.000 lbs., valued at $3,066,094. wlui'reas in 
1905 a quantity of 56,580,703 lbs. was recoi'dcd valued at $2676632. 

The average yearly price of lead in the New York mnu'ket for 
1906 was 5.057e. per lb., as compared with 4.309c. for the previous 
wear. 

.kboutt 95 11  of the above figure of production is to he credited to 
ihi'itish Columbia, the great hulk being derived fi'orn the East 
Knotenav cl strict. However, when arrangu'ntonts are coninieted 
iwbuhi will permit of mining the bodies of zinc-lead ores of flu' Shocan 
district, there is no doubt that a mitch larger production will be 
recorded. 

Zinc. Throughout the year great luopus nero entertained that the 
problem of utilization of the zinc ores of Rritish ('oliumbia was draw-
ing very near to a solution. The Federal Goveritunent had appointed 
a commission to stud y  the question of the sources aiid of the market 
for these ores, and a large zinc smelter was being erected at Frank. 
Alta., lhroiigh the enterl)rise of a gu'oulp of Freiteli capitalists. The 
conclusion of the commission was that a satisfactory supply of zinc 
ores could probably be obta mcii in the Kootena ys. The Frank smelter 
was pitt in operation and several tons of spelter were turned out from 
ores derived ma inlv from the Skuca ii district, butt owing to defective 
apparatus the plant will rei1liiri' extensive and costly alterations 
before it can be run on a remunerative basis. 
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Iron. The total production of pig-iron in Canada in 1906 
from both Canadian and imported ore amounted to 598,411 short 
toils, as compared with 525,306 tons iii 1905, or an increase of over 
13% in quantity. This production represents the output of nine com-
panies operating fifteen blast furnaces. Of these furnaces, three use 
charcoal as fuel, and twelve are run on coke. 

'I'he ore charged into 'the blast furnaces totalled 1.201473 short 
tons, of which 221733 tons were Canadian ore, and the lialanc'e. or 
982,740 tons, was imported. The production of pig iron attributable 
to Canadian ore amounted to 104,660 tons, which is a marked increase 
over the previous year, when the production amounted to only 438,170 
thus. 

Besides the above quantity of Canadian iron ore charged into the 
furnaces, 74,778 tons were exported, which brings the total of iron 
ore produced in Canada in 1906 to 296.511 tons. This is only it slight 
increase over 1905, but the interest which seemingly was taken in our 
Canadian iron ore deposits in 1906, lrges a great iniprovi'nic'nt, in a 
near hiture, in this industry there is apparently no reason why the 
miring of iron ore in ('anacin should not take a much greater develop-
ment than it has in the past. 

:tsbestiis. 	The 	production 	of asbestos 	from the Eas-ern 	Toss-n- 
ships of the Province of Quebec, divided into crude and mill stock, 
was as follows 

Tons. Value, 
('ridt 	................................................ 3,793 $(;p 
.till 	stock 	.......................................... 55,490 1.313,983 

Total 	asbestos 	.............................. 59,283 1.970.878 
Asbestic 	............................................. 20,127 17,230 

Total 	products 	.............................. 79.410 81.988,108 

Exports of asbestos, according to cnstoms returns were 59,864 
tons valued at. $1,689,257. 

The special features of interest regarding the asbestos mining 
incliistm-y during the year have been a gencraf increase in output. a 
marked improvement in plant and machinery in some of tim older 
mines, the opening lip of new and promising properties, and a ten-
dency toward the consolidation of a iiumher of mines formerly 
separately owned, under one management and ownership. 

Coal and Coke.. The Provinces of Nova Scotia, British C'oliimbia 
Alberta. Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and the Yukon Territory con-
tributed to the total coal production, their relative outputs being in 
the oi-der named. Nova Scotia figures in the coa.l returns for more 
than 60% of the whole Canadian production, and flt'jt.ish Culuml,i,q 
for slightly over 20%. As far as the figures now available will permit 
ua to compare, the output for 1906 shows an increase of 1.218.229 
tons over 1905. 

The cea] output is growing steadily and for tile past twelve years 
each year has shown an increase over the preceding one. The salient 
feature of the Canadian coal industry in 1906 is the great develop-
ment which coal mining has assumed in the western provinces, more 
particularly in Alberta. In this last province there were in 1901 
only two mines which produced over 100.000 tons each per year. In 
1906 not less than six collieries had an actual production greater than 
this figure and several others, whose output 'lid not quite reach the 
100.000 mark are equipped to easily handle this amount. 
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in Nova Scotia and in British Columbia the increases of the past 
few ycai's have been clue mainly to the development of comparatively 
old estabhshed collieries. 

An appreciahle proportion of the coal of both eastern and western 
provinces was converted into coke for metallurgical purposes. At the 
end of the year there were about 800 coke ovens in operation in Nova 
Scotia, and somewhat over 1,000 in Alberta and British Columbia. 

The main features of tILO coal industry in 1906, as well as special 
notes on new discoveries both in the east and in the west., have been 
published in the Summary Report of the Geological Survey of Can-
ada for 1906. (See Suniiva.ry ]liport. page 192). 

J'tro1eiini and ?uittrat Gas. The production of petroleum is prac-
tically  all derived from the Ontario peninsula, the only exception 
being a very small quantity obtained in New Brunswick iii the 
I%heniramcook field. Besides the old established fields of l.arobton and 
heat counties, some new oil-pools were brought in in 1906, the main 
ones being those of Merlin in Tilbury Township and of Moore Town-
ship. 

In the western provinces there has been great activity displayed 
in search for petroleum and natural gas; large sums have been spent 
in boring operations both in Alberta and Saskatchewan, but so far 
we have no product ion to record from these. 

The figures of production of natural gas show a substantial 
increase over those of 1905,   resulting mainly from the development of 
new gas-pools by the Dominion Natural Gas Company, in Brant, 
1-laldimand and Norfolk counties. This conipaiiv and the Provincial 
Natural Gas and Fuel ('ompany are now the largest Canadian pro-
ducers. The Medicine Hat field, in Alberta, has also pro(lulced very 
satisfactorily, and shows no perceptible sign of diminution. 

Cement. The total quantity of l'ortland Cement made in Canada 
in 1906 was 2.152,562 barrels, as compared with 1,541,568 barrels in 
1005. an increase of 610.991 barrels, or 39.6%. The total sales f 
Portland cement were 2.119,764 barrels, as compared with 1,346,548 
barrels in 1905. an increase of 773,216 barrels or 57.4 0/.. Additional 
details will be found tabulated below. 

Fifteen companies were operating plants di-ring 1906, with a 
tct.al daily capacity o f about 10,500 barrels, viz. one in Nova Scotia, 
two in Quebec, eleven in Ontario, and one in British Columbia. At 
least four plants were under c,onstriic:tion clurimig the year of which 
the total initial daily capacity will be about 4,700 barrels, 

l)etailed statistics of proultietion imi 1905 and 1906 are as follows. 

1905. 	1906. 
Bhls. 	Rhis. 

Portland 	cement 	sold 	..................... 1.346, 548 	2,119.764 
Portland 	content manufactured 	......... 1.541.568 	2,152,562 
Stock on hand 	1st. January 	............... 111.446 	269.558* 
Stock on hand 31st. December 306L466 	302.356 
Value 	of 	cement 	sold 	..................... i.913,7 tO 	$3,164 .07 

Note.—Some companies do not take stock at the end of the 
calendar year. consequently their estimates of stock on hand do not 
always agree from year to year. 

The average price per barrel at the works in 1906 was $1.49, as 
cflmj)ared with $1.42 in 1905. 
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The imports of I'ortlancl cement into Canada in 1906 were: 

	

Quantity. 	\ainp. 
SiX months enihi ng .J me ....... ........cwt. 945 187 	$:19, 
Six months cuiding J)"ceiuiber ........." 1,435,573 	459.685 
The year 1906 .............................. 	..2,430,760 	$778.706 
This is equivalent to 694.503 barrels of 350 pounds ach, at an 

average pi'ieo per barrel of $1.12. 	'J'he duly is l2e I)er humndr'd 
)OtI 11(15. 

The imports in 1905 were equivalent. to 917.558 barrels, valued at 
$1,IIM,518, or an average price pir birth of $1.24. 

'I lien' is very little cement exported from Canada. 	The cmi- 
suinpt ion is therefore Practically represented by the Canadian sales, 
toget her uv I thi tI 10 imports. 

I'obwjiiu; is an estimate of the COnsumption of P'.'rtJnd cement 
ill ('anada for tlii' post six years 

	

a fl, 	 I lTiflfll't('(j 	 Total. Year. 	 Bhls. 	Bbls. 	 Bbls. out 1 	 11 7,1160 	555.900 	8721166 1902 	 594.594 	541.954 	1,139.518 1903 	 627.741 	773.678 	1.401,419 1001 	 910,358 	784,630 	1.694,983 
1905 	 1.346.518 	917.558 	2.264,106 
1906 	2.119.764 	69.563 	2,814.267 
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