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e Oout of Miying Owmissioner of the Mintater of
labowr has issued his ordinary monthly statement of the quantities ¢f food
held in storage as of March lst, 13918. His figares are derived from
the returns of companies holding abowr 99 per cent ef the total
cold storage space available in Gansda, They include dalry products,
piokled axd darrelled, as wall as frosen meats, and the holdinga of

prootically all ihe large lek compunize in Cuncda.

he cmpunt of foed sowmediviss in sEomge Nerek lst, 1918,
woroi-

Butter 44300,151 pounds
Choese 5,886,612 pounds
Bges 260,141 dozen
Boet &msh and plekled) 29,984,111 pounds
Pork (fresh ard pickled) 19,895,869 pounds
Baoan, Ham & Gmoked Moats 13,160,044 pounds

Matton & Lamd 3,016,673 pounds
Pish all Varieties 13,948,408 pounis
Fowl all Varietiles 2,492,190 pounds

Mpnomnetmo'wmlygomtwm&umu

ingtorage. To ostimate Lhe quantity of any of such goods available from
cold storage sompanies for consumptlion and export, add about ten per ceut

to represent goods in tramsit and certaln comparatively insignificart

quantit ics wnreported i —
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The preceding table of food carmodifies in storage Merch lst,
1918, does not include the holdings of the Harris Abattolr Company of
Poromto, MHontreal and (nebec,
The following tulegrama have passed betwasu this Dopartment 2
& ¢ that Company with reference to their statement of goods on hand March lst,
Tormto, Ont. Marah 11, 1318,

Apting Oommissioner re Oost of Living,
Ottawva, ntarioc.
Answerirg monthly statement variocus branches dbaolng repared
will be wired to-night 1f poasible.
Harris Adbattoir Oomnany.

Ottawa, Maren 12, 1918,

Harris Abattolir Company, limited,
Toronto, Ontario.
The first of the month statemonts sovering your Head
Office and dranches not yet received, XKindly wire same
immediatelye.
We ¥ 0'Comnor,

Tormto, March 13, 1918,
Agting Oormissioner re Cest of ldving,

Ottawn, Ontarioe

Replying officers of oompany resporsidle for your
roports have been absert from oity for over two weais snd have just
retwmned,s Stop for this reasom no inventory was taken at end Feb=

mary, weiting fully,
Harris Abattolr OJempany.
I2 Harris Abattoi;' Cospany bad this =month reported
their holdings, (according to general per oentapge of dscrease or
incraage of total amount in storage) would probadbly have bsen

as follows s~






Buttor 160,150 pounds
(heecse 64,361 pounds
Egen 34172 dozan
Beef 3,630,573 pounds
Poric 776,233 pounds
Bscon & Ham 19,085 pounds
Mutton & lamd 170,071 pounds

Amount of Flsk and Yowl considered negliglblo,

iss holdipgs are chiefly in Toront0s As the
non~receist of returns from this important company Interrupts
the eontinuity of the commisaioner's aystez of recording the
ebd and flow of fecod supplies in Cannda and impairs its value
he has required that approximate flgures de give at once and these
will be specially publlahed later and before the appearanse of
next month's report.






Comparisen of holilugs of February lst, 1318, with

March 1st, 1918, show a g neral decrease as on haund March 1lst, 1318,

The following table shows 'ro Mapeh 1laty 13153~

Soomedity Deorense
Butter 413
Cheese 215
Bggs 837
Boof 17%
Pork 35%

Ham, Bacon & Omoked leats
Mutton & Lamd

#ish

Fowl

Incronge

L






The holdings of the firms reporting gquantities of
food commodities or hand Maroh lst, 1918, who also have reported

for March 1lst, 1917, show the following comparisons i~

doreh 1sk,1317 Merch 1at, 118 Degrease Increase
Batter 4,283,547 4,084,513 4.7 %
Ghoose 2,807,053 5,848,480 108..3%
aggs 286,048 234,000 1844
Beof (fresh & piokled) 28,530,290 29,649,721 3.9%
Pork (fresh & plckled) 23,946,100 19,729,402 17.61%
Baoon, Ham & Smoked Meats 17,503,998 11,911,472 31.95%
Matton & lamb 7,109,836 3,674,021 484334
Fish all Varietioes 7,898,083 12,819,598 62433

Fowl mll Varieties 4,097,611 2,467,858 3,763
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The chaase conditions remein as roported lust monthe The
ovar=agcumlation centres ohiefly in Ontarice Tho commissioner notes
now a disposition to aceinmlate larpe stores of fishe He does not yet
pronounce this unjustifiable, but rejquest suspension of Jufigament
while he dsvelops certaln faots. It would be improper to suppreass
the figures meanvhiles If the ocircumstances Justify it he will refer
to the matter sgaln,

The following statement showhk thes distribution of the
total quantities of each of tho mentioned commodities in atore
March 1st, 1218, reported according to established districts:-

Raritine Gntario

Erovincos Suebog Alnus Zorantp ~Zoronto
BRtter 148,029 1,414,607 329,554 264,537
Chease 128,417 1,609,435 1,739,016 1,523,540
g2 790 78,315 15,666 60,959
Beef, Frosh 2,932,200 3,090,975 761,359 5,876,418
Beof,plcidled 40,600 323,324 37,448 75,434
Pork, fresh 33,145 356 ,446 717,727 1,716 o314
Porie, Ilcklod 227,603 445,495 1,429,028 3,837,598
Bagon & Ham 606,137 2,713,911 2,336,919 8,755,675
Figh all Varieties 2,486,783 232,705 549,460 535,319
Fowl all Varieties 84,440 815,063 501,953 483,731

Manitoba Alberts &

_ Saskmtohe - Brigigh Colunbis

Butter 235,818 595,271 592,315
Chesse 237,882 602,694 141,618
Legs 31,921 06,464 16,026
Beef, frezh 6,159,099 8,074,074 1,722,738
Bee?, pickled 873,401 7,600 M
Yorx, fresh 883,213 2,489,354 369,988
Pork, pickled 1,663,002 4,960,007 706,957
Bacou & Hom 756,747 229,958 114,774
dattorn & Lamd 699,979 211,182 155,349
Figh all Varieties 1,235,174 1,108,459 7,800,520
Fowl all Varieties 245,367 334,948 226,688
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The exports of tho same commodities (including foreigm
as well as Cenadian production) for February 1217 and 1918, respectively
wres-

Hobrunry 1917 Sebrusyy 1918
Butter 48,631 pounds 402,075 pounds
Choeso 3,659,192 pounds 4,349,415 poumds
Xges 94,831 dozen 133,712 dozen
Beec? 1,487,666 pounds 10,461,058 pounds
Pork 960,733 pounds 113,314 pounds
Becon & Ham 15,604.029 pounds 15,152,401 pounds
Matton 8,463 pounds 10,542 pounds

The imports of the same commodities for Pebruary 1917
and 1918 weres-

¥ spbrugyy 1918
Butter, 33,421 pounds 18,211 pounds
Cheeae 50,430 pounis 16,763 pvunds
Lege 342,425 dozen 97,418 gozen-
Beef 1,254,801 pounds 569,005 pounds
Pork 11,964,675 pounds 671,425 pounds
Beoon & Han 1,940,072 pounds 33,981 ,pounds
tton & lamd 126,795 pounds 136,466 pounds

The exports of butter in February of this year a3
compared with February 1917 have increasod from about 50,000 pourds to
400,000 poundsg of cheese {rom 3,600,000 pounds to about five million
poundsg eggs from 95,000 to 134,000 dozen beef from 1f million to 10% |
million poundsg bason 7 ham from 16,60G,000 pounds to 16,150,000, The
export of fresh frozer and piokled pork alonc show s desreasee In
February 1917, there were exported 960,000 pounds, this year only 113,000
pounds, This im largely due to the faot that pork is converted
into bason or ham for export,

The iunerease in export of Canaldian perk 1z however very
mch greator this yoar as the import of pork which comes chiefly from
United 3tates in Fodbruary 1918 mms only 670,000 pounds as compared
with 12 million pounds in February of last years The imports of bacon and
ham were only 34,000 pounds this year as compared with 2,000,000 pounds
last yeare The imports of the other commoditles rlso show a slight
decroasees In Pebruary 1918 there were about 10@00 dozen egss lmported
as compared with 340,000 dozen in February 1917,






The oommiagioner concludes his statensnt as £0llows t-

"Jome recent yress references to spoiling of fowl at
Wlmnipeg seenm to call for a fow words from mes The cost of living
branch of the labour department has or file complete records of all
fowl ir cold storape, includirg the fowl in gquestions In due course
and without particular or apecial investigatiom, the loss of the
fowl would becomo :mown to me and I now have xnowledse as to it.
The fowl were ovaorheld until 1t became unfit for food and wng there-
fore destroyed, but there waa s defeot in the cold storage
premisca wherein it was contalreds Othorwise, notwithstanding its age
it would not have spoiled, and the proprictors wero ursware of the
conditions while the samo were developlngs This happens ocozsionally
as a more incident of cold storage cperatlons, and is uaually
waveldable, In saying this I do not Justify the holding of
fowl or other food commodities Irom onc season past anothore. While
tliis §8 permitted, and it is permitted mo far as thse law is
conserned aud with the exercise of cure it may be done without
sensible deureciation of value of the commodity, 1 sarmot say that
the mere acolidoutal condition of tho compary's premises, by
rexson whoreoef the fuwl wont bad, renders the comeany zny more
eilty than if the fowl hal beon stored in another and more
suitable place for the same length of time and had not ;rone bad at all,
I am gowry if this statement shattors any theories held as to the
incident in gquestiom, but can only give the (ucts, no matter where

they load.”

(signod) ~#¥. P. O'Connor,
Acting Commissicmer ro Jost of living
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